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PREFACE. 



As Prefaces are in stjie, it is well that one should be written for the present 

work, although the autlior may not have anything particular to say, but which 
might as well as not be aaid in the body of the work. However, a few words 
may not be inappropriate. 

The present work has been prepared nnder no ordinary difficnltiea—the data 
being in the first part of the work, such as were afforded by the memories 
of " old settlers," no two of which ever agreed exactly in relating the same 
circumstance. Often would the author get a glimpse of a promising fact or 
anecdote, and after diiigenilj hunting it through the mazes of a half dozon 
memoriea, would discoTer It to be a jack o' lantern ; or after finding it. having 
it corroborated by the mouths of two or three witnesses," and having it 
printed, be would be moat positively assured by some one that the thing in 
question was either entirely wrong, or a fable. However severe and disheart . 
eniog the task has been, the .-^.utbor flatters himself that iu almost every state- 
ment truth has been arrived at as near as is possible— for he has been 
e.>u-efal in every case to get all the different versions, and to adopt the one 
having g majority in its favor. 

There have been other difficulties no less arduous, and much more disagree- 
able. In a work of this kind few are without an opinion as to what the book 
should contain, while not a few others are of course better judges of, and much 
more able (in their own opinion,) to write a book than the author. In looking 
over the printed sheets, exceptions would be taken to this or that— one wished 



4 FREJSAGE, 



no anecdotes, another nothing eUe-^ third wished simple statistics— a fonrth 

wished it to build ttpthisparticularinterest or depress that, or make It a prose 
song of adulation to some reigning Jupiter in the finanoial Olynpas of Daven- 
port. Others hare Tentured so far as to threaten to use their influence to 
suppress the work if it were not gotten up after a particnlar manner* Appre- 
ciating the absurdity, as well &b despising such coercive measures in book 
making, the author aimed onlf to write a book fat the miijority, and corres- 
ponding with its title, trusting opposition would die awaj when its authors 
appreciated either its futility or unreasonableness. 

The author takes pleasure in acknowledging many obligations to Hon, G. 0. 
R. Mitehel, O. L. Davenport, Esq., James l[ckintosh,E8q.,D. 0. Bldredge Esq., 
Willard Barrows, Esq., Mrs. Goldsmith, of Bock Island, Antoine LeCIaire, 
Capt. James Maj, and oibers, who have afforied him int'ormaiiou in regard to 
the early settlement of Pavenport. 

We would acknowledge also indebtedness to Dr. 0. 0. Pabry for the able 
article upon the geological character of Davenport, to Da. T. J. Saundsbs for 
the article upon its Medical Topography, and Scott County Medical Society, to 
Ai>i> U. Sakdbrs, £sq.| for a notice of Mr. Wild, the artist, and to various 
Clei^ymen for information in regard to their respective Churches. 

Of the Futnre of Davenport, it has been thought best to spend no time in 
treating — a close perusal of the Past and Present will at once indicate the 
fhture. 

With a hope that Davenport Past and Present will meet with the approba- 
tion of the public to an extent commensurate with the labor of getting it op, 
the author leaves it. 

J>avenportf April 5th, 189f . 
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HISTOHY OF DAYENPORT, 



CHAPTEK I. 

"past AHI* PBB8BNT." 

The province of tlie Htstorian, is lees cause than effect 
—rather facts, than the mediate or immediate agencies of 
their production. Thus, in the present case, I might over- 
step the limits of duty by particular inquiry into the causes 

■which have tranolormed the West from a wilderness to an 
Eden ; or l)y disciissino; the probabilities of tlie existence of 
some latent " serial law" of human operations, whose result 
is Progression ; or, less metaphysically, by inquiring 
whether railways, English capital, the influences of mo- 
narchial despotism, or omnipotent American enterprise, is 
the remote or immediate cause of these wonderful changes. 

For the present let the simple facts suffice — let it be 
enough to know that tens of thousands of miles area Lave, 
within the memory of young men, been wrung from the 
grasp of luxuriant Kature.by systematic Act — ^that forests 
which yesterday were growing but to decay, are now em- 
ploying myriads of men in transforming them into the 
utilities of civilization — that the yell of marauding savages 
is still fresli on our cars, while its eel iocs are being caught 
up, and ro-flung to the winds l)y the shriek of the locomo- 
tive, as the thunder of its approach heralds the advent of 
2 
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ETi]igLte7ied IcdtistTy — that tLe toiiialia-wk jct nurusted 
hy age, is supplanted by the plow-Bhare — that the music of 
vat€r<fa]l8, scarcely yet dead upon tlie ears of forest ham- 
adryadS) is dow absorbed in the busy hum of wheel and 
revolving saw and the clang of machinery, all ascending 
as the grand anthem of Progress — ^tbat echoes which yes- 
terday 8(ept, or dnnvsily repeated the hum of forcpt-liie, are 
to-dav f?e]idin2r back the ten thousand voices uf many- 
tongued civilizatiou. These facts — in their magnitude, in 
the Mghtning-iike quickness of the transformations which 
they inyolve, and their kaleidescope beauty of results — will 
sufficiently interest non-philosophical readers^ without a 
strict inquiiy into their rationale. 

■ 

Let one devote himself more particularly to a contem- 
plation of the illimitable benefits conferred upon Humanity 
by the unlocking of such a store-house as the West — to the 

co?iteTiiY»lation of .ntates of acres so rich that they need but 
'•'tiokliug to make tilt iM laiii^h" in the ex n bo ranee r>i jOyons 
plenty — of its vast coai beds, and lead mines — and in short 
its profusion in all that contributes to wealth and happi- 
ness—and where More*s magnificent dream of Utopia 
iinds its nearest possible mtxteridl interpretation — ^and he 
"will have abundant opportunity for earnest reflection, while 
our present iiibtory wiii obiain am^^ie laaterial for its com- 
pletion. 

Let us torn to them for a little, by referring to " Fast 
and Present." 

Thirty years ago there was not, sare the blackened re- 
mains of a chimney at Fort Madison, a single vestige of 
civilization from twenty miles below Xeokuk to Galena, 
west of the Mississippi. That part of 'Wisconsin, now 

known as lo^va, ^vas unknown — her vast fertile pi i^iT K sand 
rich-stocked et>ul-beilrf were unworked ; and the p^'jiulons, 
boBy cities now spread over her bosom, and teeming with 
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the vitalities of Industry, Wealth, Beauty, and Intelligence, 

were luidreatued of by the wildest seiiciuer of the nge* 

Btauding upon Hock Island then, one saw opposite kim, j 
on the Wisconsin side, but a waving, irregular semicircle I 
of blufiTs, inclosing an amphitheatre of some hundreds of 
yards in breadth, and two miles in length, ^he floor or 
"bottom" of this amphitheatre sloped gently from the 
water to the foot of the blntis, and in its quietness, and 
with its abrnpt back-ground, whose many outlines seemed 
drawn by some tremulous artist-hand, against tlic sky, 
fonned a pleasant and beautiful scene. Destitute of trees, 
covered with long prairie grass in Summer, and its snowy 
shrond in Winter, there was not much, however, to long, 
interest our spectator. 

But conld lie, as he stood tliorc at that moment, 
have been imbued with the power of piercing futurity for 
the short space of thirty years, he would have found very 
much to chain his attention. He would have seen at first 
a straggling cabin or two — a little longer, and more of them 
— ^the rude " tavern," the insignificant store — ^a few new 
sounds indicating the travail oi Labor-birth. Years hurry ! 
ah)ng — a more commodious residence supplants tlie cabin, ; 
a hotel" improves upon the *Havem," more stores are 
erected, the bluffs are invaded, and surveyors and stakes 
mark the outlines of a city.'* But a little longer and the 
inide cabins disappear, and lines of brick bouses, lofty ware- 
houses, and the church, mark the rapidity of the change. 

The "thirty years" vision ends, but as it fades away a 
dozen lofty spires reaching liigli in the blue ether; palatial 
banks of brick and marble ; and regal residences sur- 
rounded by the green of woodland foliage ; massive colleges 
and seminaries ; long, wide streets, with smooth hard bot- 
toms, fringed by long lines of twinkling, brilliant gas-lights, 
and the vast white structure which spans the River, meet 
his view. As the sounds of his vision fade, there come 
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upon his ear the pulsatiiig nf a pr-ore of steam-pipes, the 
sharp clang of a thousand hammers, the hoarse siguals and 
deep throbs of passing steamboats, the thunders of long 
trains of freight and passenger cars, the scream of the loco- 
motive, the hum of a great crowd, each member busily 
evolving the problem of Progression, and in short the 
voices, the roar, and the murmur of a Great Guy. 

So much for "Past and Present" — for the transforma- 
tions of less than tliirty years — ^for tlie magical operations 
of the Genitts of Civilization, as she waves her wand over 
the silent unproductiveness of Kature. 

Having thus rapidly outlined a series of events, the next 
chapters mil be devoted to developing them in detail. 
That the task both to reader and writer will prove pleasant, 
profitable, and interesting, is more than probable — it 
amounts to the character of a certainty. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Sankees jind >rusquakoc3— Hlack Hawk — Character, &c*— Treaties of 1804— 
^Successive Ireatles — Spirit Cave on Eock Island* 

It would, perhaps, be well to devote a short space to tlie 
earlier history of this section, and collateral occurrences, 
before prosecuting the more direct objects of the present 
work. The relations of the Aborigines are so intimately 
interwoven with the pioneer history of every place in the 
West, and the character, doings and reverses of those re- 
markable men who once held an undisputed right to this 
vast continent, that a short digression, Laving beariijg 
upon tlieni, is pardonable, if not strongly desirable. 

The trail" of the Indian bearing Westward — to Pov- 
erty, Starvation — ^to Death — ^to Annihilation, runs broad 
and hard-beaten direct through the scenes which adjoin 
our homes. The funeral march of once powerful tribes has 
but just passed the grounds covered with the monumental 
masonry of the Pale Faces^ — and their mournful tramp is 
sciu cely stilled yet in our ears, although tilled by the shouts 
of a new and strange multitude. 

The recent occurrence of such events, and their close 
alliance with this and adjacent portions of our country, 
give them a claim to our attention — ^although it must be 
necessarily but brief. 

In 1804, the Sauks, Saukees, or Sacs,* and Musquakees 
or Foxes, ceded to the United States, through General 
Harrison, all their lands lying on Rock River, and niucli 

* See At ead of Chapter III 
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elsewhere. The priDcipal Sac village was at the point of 
laud between the junction of the Mississippi and Kock 

Kiver — a ])oint just below the present site of Davenport, on | 
tlie Illinois side. There, accordinu: to tradition, liad l)een | 
a village for one hundred and iifty years. The entire | 
country belonging to the tribes, bordered on the Mis- 
sbsippi, and extended about seven hundred miles down 
the river from the mouth of the Wisconsin, reaching veiy 
nearly to the Missouri river. In 1820, tliey numbered 
about three thousand persons in ail, of whom, perhaps, 
six hundred were warriors. 

The Sac village alluded to was commanded by the cel- 
ebrated Blaek ITawk, alias the pleasant verbal ag^^loni- 
eration — Madva-taL-me-slie-kiadiiak — who, as a warrior, is 
as well or better known tlian Tocnnisch, or Phillip of I^ew 
England. The Musquakees, or Poxes^ lived further north, 
and had, near the lead mines, their principal village. Still, 
notwithstanding the separation of the Sacs and Foxes, they 
were, in reality, but one tribe, as they hunted together, 
had similar customs, and so far as unity of purpose was 
concerned in their enmity to the Sioux, and otlier nations, 
they were indissoluble. 

Black Hawk was the most celebrated " brave" of his 
nation. lie had been in the service of Ent^land in 1^12: 
bad been an intimate friend of Tecumseh; was ranked 
among the braves at the early age of sixteen, and at the 
age of twenty, or thereabouts, succeeded his father as 
chief, the latter having been killed in a bloody battle with 
the Oherokees. With such a life— -scarcely if ever defeated 
in battle — proud, imperious, and with a deep tinge of mel- 
ancholy in his later years — venerated by his braves, and 
feared by his enemies, lie was no common man, nor would 
his nature admit of such treatment as might be endured 
patiently by ordinary or less strongly marked men. 
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Of liis personal appearance, the editor of the United 
States Literary G-azeite thus speaks, as he saw him in Phil- 
adelphia iu 1833 : 

"He is about sixty-five, of middling size, witli a head 

that wouUI excite the envy of a phrenologist — one of the 

finet^t that Heaven ever let fall on the head of an Indian. 
******* 

The son of Black Hawk is a noble specimen of 
physical beauty— a model for those who would embody the 
idea of strength. He was painted, and had his hair cut in 
a strange fantasy." It was remarked by many in the same 
city atthat time, that Black Ha wk*8 "pyramidal forehead** 
strongly resembled Sir Walter Scott s, while others found 
in its peculiar outlines a very striking similarity to those 
of the well-know 11 Stephen Girard. Washington Irving, 
writing concerning him from Jefferson Barracks in Decem- 
ber, 1832, says : " He has a fine head, a Roman style of 
face, and a prepossessing countenance." Many of our 
older citizens, who knew him personally, describe him as 
embodying in his countenance an expression of deep cun- 
ning, and as rather lacking in intellectuality. He wag, 
however, extremely superstitious, and it is more than prob- 
able that the war in which he engaged in '31 and '2 was 
owing largely to the influenco of a half breed Winneba^'O 
and Sac Prophet, named Wabo-kieshiek, (White Cloud,) 
although his constitutional hatred of the Americans, and 
the unwarranted aggressions of the latter in many cases, 
undoubtedly materially assisted Y^^'ecipitating the matter. 

In all, however, he was, with niany failings, a great man 

possessing a depth of character, a reach of means, energy, 
and patriotic feeling which, developed under the promotive 
and powerful influences of civilization, would have elevated 
him to the proud rank of those whom the world recognizes 
as " Great" 

In regard to the treaty of 1804, there are two accounts. 
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One regards it as a bona fde transaction, whereby the lands 
of the Sacs and Foxes were sold by responsible men of 
the tribes ; and that it was further ratified by a part of the 
tribe m a treaty with Gov. Edwards and Aaguste Choteaa 
in September 18J6, and by another with the same commis- 
sioiiers in May 1816. These furtLer alleo^e, that the United 
States allowed the Indians to remam ii|)uu any portion of 
this land so long as it remained the property of the Gov- 
ernment, and that the lands occupied by the Sac village at 
liock River, had been surveyed and sold, and hence could 
no longer be justly occupied by the Indians.* 

The other account, which is that of Black ITawk himself, 
states quite a diiterent story. It is, that an American hav- 
ing been killed by one of Black Hawk's men, the murderer 
was arrested and imprisoned at St Louis. Four Indians 
were dispatched by the tribe to St. Louis to release the in- 
carcerated Indian " by paying for the person killed" — ac- 
cording to their custom. The return of the four is thus 
dcscrihed hy Black Hawk: 

Quash -qna-me and party remained a long time absent. 
They at length returned, and encamped a short distance 
below the village — ^but did not come up that day — nor did 
any person approach their camp! They appeared to be 
dressed in fine coats, and had medals. From these cir- 
cumstances, we were iii hopes that they had hrouj^lit good 
news. Early the next morning the Council Lodge was 
crowded — Quash-qna-me and party came up, and gave the 
following account of their mission : 

* On their arrival at St Louis they met their American 
father, and explained to him their business, and urged the 
release of their friend. The American Chief told them he 
wanted land — and they liad agreed to give liim pf>me on 
the west side of the Mississippi, and some on the Illinois 
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side, opposite the Jeffreon. "WTien tbe business was all 

arranged, they expected to have their friend released to 
coniii liome with them. But about the time they were 
ready to atart, their frieud was let out of prison, who ran 
a short distance, mid was shot dead! This is all they could 
recollect of what was said or done. They had been drunk 
the greater part of the time they were in St. Louis!* 

*'This is all iiiv.seU" or nation knew of the treaty of 1804. 
It has been explained to me bince. 1 find, hy that treaty, 
that all oar country east of the Mississippi, and south of 
Jeffreon, was ceded to the United States for one thoumnd 
dollars a year /** 

It may be questioned whether the treaty at St. Louis 

was one eoucluded by authority of the tribes — although it 
is not ill the least doubtful that, on the part of the Com- 
missiouera, the proceeding was concluded in all fairness, 
and with the belief that the Indians who signed the treaty 
were instructed so to do by the Sacs and Foxes. Black 
Kawk is mistaken in some points of his statement. The 
treaty was signed by five Chiefs instead of four, one of 
whom, Pah-she-pa-ho, was a head chief among the Sacs. 
It was also injide lj>iforc Lieut. Pike ascended the Missis- 
sippi, instead of after, as stated by l>lack Hawk, as Pike 
did not leave St. Louis till August, 1805, on his expedition. 

In September 1815, both Sacs and Foxes concluded a 
new treaty, wherein the treaty of St. Louis was ratified, 
among other matters. This treaty was held at Portage des 
Sioux, and was a finale to the war with England of 1812, 
in which a part of the tribes, lieadcd by Llack Hawk, had 
fouixht auaii)>t the Americans. This treaty was notsicfned 
by Black Hawk or his band, although signed largely by I j 
Chiefs of both tribes, who were fully empowered so to do. 
In May, 1816, another treaty was held at St. Louis, in 
which that of 1804 waa recognized, and was signed by 
Black Hawk. 

3 
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One cannot doubt that these snccessive treaties were 
binding upon the Sacs and Foxes, although the re- 
muneration was contemptibly small. All this rich extent 

of laud -vvas ma(l(3 over for the pittance of some two 
thonsAnd dollars (in goods,) down, and an annuity of one 
thousand, also in goods. That such treaties should also be 
held among the tribes, and not a distance, is obviously no 
more than fair. AU complaint would thereafter be pre- 
vented. 

In 1816, Fort Armstrong was erected upon Ivock Island. 
It was a measure distasteful to the Indians, for reasons 
which we give in Black Hawk's own words : 

"We did not, however, object to their buildino* the fort 
on tlie Island, but we were verv gorrv, ass thi,s v. as tlie best 
Island on the Mississippi, and had long been the resort of 
our young- people during the summer. It was our garden^ 
(like the white people have near their big villages,) which 
supplied us with strawberries, blackberries, plums, apples, 
and nuts of various kinds ; and its waters supplied us with 
pure fish, being situated in tlie rapids of tlie river. In my 
early life, I spent many happy days on thi-s Island. A 
good Spirit had care of it, who lived in a cave in the rocks 
immediately under the place where the Fort now stands, 
and has often been seen by our people. He was white, with 
large wings like a swan*s^ but ten times larger. We were 
particular not to make much noise in that part of the 
kldrtid which he inhabited, for fear of disturbing him. But 
the noise of tlie Fort has since driven him away, and no 
doubt a had spirit has taken his place 

Not a few Davenport readers will recognize in this the 
base of the legend of Black Hawk's Cave, and his goin ii: 
thither to consult with the good Genius of the place. A 
fit place, truly, was it, for the dwelling of the Ked man's 
tutelar spirit! Facing the glorious river, which, fair as 
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tlie Eridaiius of Elysinm, roiled "before it,— M'itli tlic 
music of its flow softly Hiliag the recesses of his retieat 
— with the poetry of moving waters erer dramatized 
before his eyes — oa either side the prairie rolling back 
like aa ocean of greeu, frozen to rigidity in some long, 
gentle swell — ^tbe shady island, with its Inscious fruits, 
and a domain a?? fair a^s the Garden of Ilespcrides — 
with the loii!4% winding bluffs on either side, roiliug 
away in the distance tili, uniting above and below, they 
walled in as glorious a landscape of plain and hill, 
curve, rounding outlines of surface, water, foliage and sky^ 
as ever artist-hand sketched, or artist-brain imagined^with 
all these circumstances, we do not wonder that the imag- 
inative Indian located iu thii jjocuiiar spot his Guardiaa 
Genius ! 
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CHAPTEK III. 

B^ack Hawk Oontinned — ^Treaties — ^RemoTals— IiiTaaions — Executive Inflaenee 
and Alarm — Crossing tlie Mississippi — Stillman's Run — ^Retreat — Massacre 
at Bad Axe— Treaty— Close of Black Hawk's History. 

In 1823, by the advice of the agent at Fort Armstrong, 
the larger portion of the Sacs and Foxes, headed by . 
*Keokuk, removed across the Mississippi. That portion of | 

the Sac nation wliich, under the leadership of Black IIa\ ix, 
had, by tlicir iidclitv to the British in IS 12, earned the 
appellation of the British Band," steadily refused to 
vacate the Sac village at Hock River. 

It has been ascribed to a spirit of rivalry — ^this difference 
between Keokuk and Black Hawk, which prevented 

^Keokuk. — ^The design of the present Chapter will not allow the name of 
Keokuk that prominence which his character rieserves. He rose from obscurity 
to a Cbieltaiashrp by the mere lorce oi his talents. He was a brave w&rrior, a 
firm &iend to the Americans, and an orator without a rival among the tribes 
of the Nortb-West. He was a Sac, and Mi name denotes the Watchful Fox." 
II 0 cvcutually superseded Black Hawk, and was, for a long time, bead chief of 
the Sao nation. 

The following description is taken ft>ora a cotemporaneous work : 

''In person, Keokuk is stout, graceful, and commanOing, Aviili fuu' features, 
and an iaiclligont countenance. His broad (ocpiinded chest, and muscnlar 
limbs, denote activity and physical etrengili; and lie is known to excel in 
dancing, horsemanship, and ail athletic exercises. * * * In point of 
intellect, and integritv of character, and the capacity for croverninp: others, he 
is supposed to have no superior among the Indians. Bold, courageous, and 
skilflol in war — mild, firm, and politic in peace. He has srreat enterprise, and 
active impulses, with a freshness and enthusiasm of feeling, which might 
readily lead him astray, but for his quick perception of human character, his 
uncommon prudence, and his calm sound Judgment. * * * Such is 
Keokuk, the Watchfoil Fox, who prides himself upon being the friend of the 
white man. — L\fe of Black Hawk ; Cincinnati. 
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the latter from adopting the expedient operation of the 
former by moving over the Mississippi, t cannot adopt 

this view — it may have had some influence, but it is en- 
tirely too trivial in its nature to influence the importniit 
step which Black Hawk took soine few years after. Patri- 
otism, and the love of home — of the village where his 
tribe had lived for more than a century, and where every- 
thing which makes life honorable or desirable had orig- 
inated, had nndonbtedly more influence in Black Hawk's 
decision than the mere desire of outvieing the rising 
splendor of Keokuk. He regarded the Americans as ag- 
gressors — ^he had fought against them in 1812 — bis ances- 
tors — ^his father — himself had lived, hunted, fought, died, 
and were buried in the Sac village. He had grown old 
there^there slept his son ; there was every endearment 
which could be evolved from the pastj as well of the savage 
as the refined — ^and he could not bring himself to leave 
them. There "^were enough circumstances, apart from his 
dislike of the Americans, and their ruffianly ap:<i:ressions, to 
explain why ho left it unwillingly, and how, after leaving 
It, he returned with a " forlorn hope" to breast the whole 
force of the United States in an attempt to regain it. 

By the terms of the treaty with the United States, the 

Indians were to retain possession of llieir lands until they 
Tvcre sold to actual settlers. Some wliite families, however, 
^\ho probably considered an Indian's title to life, land and 
liberty, as merely nominal, and of no account, when 
measured against the Bights*' of the white man, moved 
on to the Sac village. Kot content with thus actually 
stealing the land, they took advantage of Black Hawk's 
absence on a hunting expedition to not only fence in the 
Indians' corntields, but to take possession of Black Hawk's 
lodge. 

These whites had established themselves in direct viola- 
tion of the treaty of 1804. They continued their aggres- 
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Biona-^destroyed the Indians* corn, killed their domestic 
animals, and whipped their wives and children. Mach 
against the wishes of Black Hawk, they introduced a traffic 

in spirituous liquor, and made drunkoiiness and debauchery 
coiunum. The remonstrances of Black Hawk, and other 
chiefs, were unavailing, equally in regard to the eucroach- 
mr nts upon their lands, or the sale of spirituous liquors. 
The Indians were regarded as legitimate prey hy these 
harpies-^^and appeals to their sense of justice or to their 
reason were alike unavailing. Black Hawk« upon one occa- 
sion, even took the trouble toput in. practice a modern princi- 
ple of action — the Maine law — by knocking in the bead of a 
barrel of whisky, which the owner had continued to vend 
in spite of ihe old chief's remonstrances. 

This condition of things continued until 1827. In the 
winter of this year, while the Indians were absent on their 
periodical hunt, the whites devised a famous scheme for 
getting rid of those upon whose lands the}' were intruding. 
It was a well conceived operation — altbon,'zh moralists 
would call it rather robbery than liouorable policy. It was 
no less than to expedite the Indians on their destination 
over the Mississippi, by burning their lodges ! Accord- 
ingly, the torch was applied to some forty lodges, which 
were entirely consumed. "When the Indians returned in 
the Spring, and required satisfaction for tlua unwarrantable 
outrage, they received only fresh insults. 

The wi«:wam of an Indian is inconsiderable — but still so 
far as right is concerned, there was, in the burning of these 
lodges, as clear a case of halter-deserving arson as ever fell 
under the jurisdiction of judicial ermine. To apply the in- 
cendiary torch to one's lodge, and to run the plough-share 
through the sacred mounds of ancestral graves, are no 
light provocations, although cornrnilted upon the lied man* 
When one adds to these, the indignity of bhW'^ upon his 
own person, and worse, upon that of his wife and children, 
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WO can nearlj or quite excuse him if lie applies, as hig 
remedy, the sharpest ^^a; talionis at his command. Especially 
is such a result excusable after warning, expostulations, 
and appeal to higher powers, have signally and utterly failed. 

There is always upon the frontier a set of reckless men, 
speculators, squatters, and loafers, who, devoid of principle 
and humanity, care less for the riirhts and lives of others, 
and especially for those of Indians, than tlioy do for the 
same qualities in an irrational animal. Such men held 
possession of the frontiers in 1827, and such were they who 
had infringed upon the precincts of the Sac village. 

Under the seventh article of the treaty of 1804, it was 
provided ; *^ that as long as the lands whicli are now ceded 
to the United States remain their property, the Indiatis Ijc- 
longing to said tribes, shall enjoy the privilege of living 
and hunting upon them." 

None of the lands upon Hock River were brought into 
market until 1829, and consequently the Indians, prior to 
this time, had as much right to them as if they held them 
in fee simple. At this time, 1829, the lands purchased in the 
treaty in 1804, were not olfered for sale within sixty miles 
of this point — yet for the unjustifiable purpose of getting 
rid of the Indians on Kock Biver, the lands upon which the 
Sac village stood were thrown into market. 

In the spring of 1830, when 31ack Hawk and his party 
returued from their winter's hunt, and commenced prepa- 
rations for planting, they were notihcd that the land was 
sold, and that they must remove west of the Mississippi, 
Unwilling, however, to remove, he visited Maiden to con- 
sult his "British Father," and returned by way of Detroit 
to see General Cass. Both advised him if he had not sold 
his land to remain quietly upon it, and he could not be dis- 
turbed, lie returned late in the fall, and found band 
abseut upon their winter's hunt. Keokuk exerted himself 
strongly this winter to induce Black Hawk's followers to 
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desert liim, and to remove across the Missisfiipya. It was 
ill vain. Tlieir attachment to their village was stronger 
than any represeutations of the danger of such a course, 
and accordingly, in the Spring of 1831, they all returned. 
The agent at Rock Island immediately notified them to re- 
move, or troops would be sent to drive them off. 

In the meantime the squaws had commenced planting 
llicir corn, which the whites ploughed up. This enraged 
Black Hawk, and he threatened to remove the whites by 
force if they persisted in such proceedings. The whites 
became alarmed — a startling memorial was drawn up, con- 
cluding, afler enumerating a long list of outrages, wdth the 
astounding outrage of the "Indians going to a house, 
rolling out a harrel of whisky, and knocking in its Lead I" 
Terrifying rumors were circulated of border depredations 
committed by ''General Black Hawk" and his "British 
Band." The Executive of Illinois promptly ordered out 
seven hundred militia to meet this " invasion." 

However, General Gaines ordered some ten companies 
to Rock Island, and with them proceeded there in June. 
A conference was held with iil:ii;k TIawk, the result 
of which was, that he refused to leave. However, some 
sixteen Imndred mounted militiamen having arrived, Gen. 
Gaines took possession of the Sac village, and Black Hawk 
retreated across the river. A treaty was then concluded, 
wherein Black Hawk agreed not to cross the river without 
permission. 

Thus ended, for that year, this famous campaign — wliich, 
while being in reality but a squabble between Black Hawk's 
squaws, and the whites, about cornfields, and rights of way, 
was magnified by Gov. Reynolds into an actual invasion. 

In the Spring of 183*2, Black Hawk received information 
from the Prophet that not only the British, but several 
tribes of Indians would assist him in recovering his lands. 
After vainly endeavoring to persuade^ hLeokuk to join Mm, 
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he started in April from his rendezyons at Fort Madison^ 
and, attended hy his band, with their wives and children, 
landed at Book River, and proceeded to ascend it. This 

was in violation of tlic treaty of the preceding year* He 
was ordered by Gen. Atkinson — then stationed at Fort 
Armstrong — to return ; but he rei'a.^ed on the grounds of 
his mission being a peaceful one, as he was proceeding to a 
Winnebago village farther up the river, there, by their in- 
vitation, to r^dse corn. 

After reaching the Winnebago village, Black ]Iawk 
aseerlaiued that tlie tribe would not assist him, although 
willing that he should plant corn. He then determined to 
return along Rock River, and recross the Mississippi, as he 
had by this time learned that all the promised assistance 
from other tribes had failed. Before returning, he deter- 
mined to give a feast in honor of some Pottowatomies then 
visiting him. 

In the meantime, Gen. Atkinson, with six hundred 
troops, had ascended Rock River in pursuit of Black Hawk, 
and at this lime had arrived at Dixon's ferry, a point about 
half way from the Mississippi to Black Hawk's camp. 
There, Maj. Stillman, with some three hundred volunteers, 
proceeded forward on a scouting expedition. He proceeded 
up to Sycamore Creek, which was within a few miles of 
Black Hawk. 

The latter hearing that troops had been seen near him, 
immediately sent three young men with a flag of truce, to 
conduct them to his camp, for the purpose of a conference. 
These, upon approaching the troops, were taken pmonersy 
and one of ihem shot ! Five others were despatched by the 
wary old chief to mark the result. These had not pro- 
reeded far before they saw the troops coming toward them 
at a full gallop. Two of them were overtaken and killed, 
the other three reached the camp, and gave the alarm. All 

of Black Hawk's men were then absent, but about fifty. 

4 
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These immediately charged upon the advancing troops, 

and completely routed the valorous three hnndred ! The 
1 retreat did not stop on reaching tlieir camp, ])ut many not 
even deemiyu- Gen. Atkinson's flag a suflicient defense, 
kept on iifty miles farther, to their own homes ! 

This waa the famous "battle" of "Stillman's Run," and 
it, perhaps, conferred a more lasting notoriety upon those 
engaged in it, than would have the hardest fought battle. 
Tlie whole proceeding — from tlic firiiic upon the flag- 
bearers at the l5eginuing, to their "turning tail" to the 
Indians at the end — is the most coTvardlv atfair on record. 
There is not a doubt but if the flag had been respected, 
and a conference held, that Black Hawk would have 
peaceably returned to the west side of the Mississippi. 

A bloody frontier war ensued. The "British Band** 
divided in squads, and attacked and butchered Avlicrever 
they could find an opportunity. One thousand more troops 
were ordered out, and Gen. Scott proceeded towards the 
scene of action with about the same number, having been 
despatched by the Secretary of War. The Indians were 
gradually driven north, and, as they reached the Wisconsin 
river, they were defeated, with a bloody loss, by Gen. 
Dodge, the former losing some forty of their braves, the 
latter but one. This decisive blow ended, in reality, the 
war. The women and children escaping down the Wis- 
condn on rafts, starved, or were shot by troops stationed 
along the river, with but a miserably small exception. 

Black Hawk, and his remaining party, attempted^ to 
reach the Mississippi by taking a direct line aeross the 
country, toward a point some forty miles above the mouth 
of the Wisconsin. After losing many by starvation, the 
flying band reached the river, and made preparations for 
crossing it — but the steamboat Warrior gave them anotlier 
check. Regardless of a white flag, exhibited by them, the 
Ci^tain let fly a six-pounder among them, and, to use liis 




ANTOINE LeCLAIEK'8 OLD RESIDJBNCE. 



PAST AUD PRESENT. 



27 



owu elegant language, ^'if you ever saw straight blankets 

you saw tliem there!'** The next morning, the whole of 
Gen. Atkinson's army arrived in pursuit of the Indians, 
and immediately attacked them. This battle" was simply 
a massacre — the sharp-shooters amusing themselves by 
picking off the women and children, who were endeavor- 
ing to cross the river. The most who escaped by crossing 
the river passed from Scyllad to Charybis — ^for they 
were attacked by a party of Sioux, and were either killed 
or taken prisoners. The " battle" of Bad Axe was simply 
a victory of overpowering numbers over a starved remnant 
of a brave tribe, and au indiscriminate massacre of men, 
women and children. From the unjustifiable act of the 
Warrior in firing upon a fiag of truce to the shooting of in- 
nocent women and harmless children, there is not much 
to admire. 

Black Hawk escaped, but was taken by a couple of 
treacherous Wiunebagoes, and delivered, along with the 
Prophet, to General Street, August 27th, at Prairie du 
Chien. He was sent in a few days to Bock Island, where, 
on the 21st September, a new treaty was concluded be- 
tween the Whites and Indians. In consequence of cholera 
in the Foi t, the treaty was held on the Wisconsin side — 
on the spot of ground now occupied by the Mississippi and 
Missouri Railroad buildings. 

It was at this treaty that Xeokuk made a reserve of 
a section of land which was made over to the wife of 
Antoine Le Ol^re, on the single condition that the latter 
should build his house upon the spot of ground occupied 
by the marquee of Gen. Scott during the treaty. The re- 
sult of the treaty was, that the United States acquired from 
the Sacs and Foxes six millions of acres lying west of the 
Mississippi, which acquisition was known as the "Black 
Hawk Purchase," and subsequently as the "Iowa District." 

* gee B, end of Chapter III. 
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{ A reserve of forty miles square, known as Keokuk's Re- 
i serve," was made in favor of that Chief on Iowa River. 

1 This land was purchased for twenty thousand dollars per 
annum for thirty years — the payment of the debts of the 
tribe, and the support of a black and gun smith among 
them. 

This ends the brief notice of prominent events in the 
life of Black Hawk, and the celebrated Black Hawk 
"War" — ^than which latter there is scarcely a more fkrcical 
"war" on record. Begiuninsf in the aggrcs^ons of the 
whites, and lack of forbearance afterward with the less re- 
fined Indians — with bombast and cowardice, and violation 
' of sacred pledges interspersing its sparse details of noble- 
I neBB, charity, and brave.^, it is not one which can or should 
j reflect particular credit upon the part of the Whites. But 
let it pass — every year's inquiries are revealing these facts 
- — and posterity will yet pass a righteous verdict upon its 
character. 

When Black Hawk passed down the river, during a 
visit to Bock Island in the Spring of '3d, we are informed 
by Lieut. Mitchell that, as he passed along below Eock 
i Island^ he "eried like a child," as his eye looked upon the 
site of his old village. There is something peculiarly affect- 
ing in tliis incident, and it reveals no little of the Beautiful 
in the heart of the savagjsi. He was in his sixty-fifth year 
— an old man. There were the rolling prairies of his beau- 
tiful village— the theatre of the great exploits of his whole 
life, which he was never to visit again. Expatriated, con* 
quered, thrust down from his high position, and iguo- 
ininiou^^ly treated, ^vith the sight of boyhood and man- 
hood's borne in the possession of the stranger-enemy, and 
w^ith the prospect of a distant removal in his old age, from 
all til Tie valued — ^why should not the aged chief weep? 
He died — ^and among all the famous events of <^ Qeneral 
Black Hawk's" history — ^among all his brave exploits, and 
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magnaiiimouB deeds, there is not one so lustrous as the aged 
maa weeping as he passed his old home, and the graves of 
his kindred. 

Let Posterity do bim at least the justice to own that 
there was in his acts a single one of poetic beauty, which 
is paralleled only in acts giving birth to Thoughts that 

breathe, aud words that burn." 



A. Indian Customs.— lu cl<i--iiip: these chapters, itquiyiiotbe inac»pro]>riate togireft 

few of Urn castuine, beliefs, Ac, of thti Sac and Fox Wihfia : 

MAMtt&QBB.— Our ^men plant tb« corn, and ait soon as they get dcme, we make a l^st, and 
dance tbe crane dance, in which they join u$, dressed in their hest, and decorated with leathers. 
At this lieast our yoaog braTes select tiie young woman they wish to hare for a wife. He tiien 
informs his mother* who calls on the mother of the girl» when tbe arrangement is made^ anri t iin 
time appointed for bim to come, lie goes to the lodge when all are ftsl««p, (or pretend t > b^ . ) 
lights his matcii OS, which h.ive het'ii prdvi.l' d !nr t!ie pnriic^i". arirl somi fitx's ^\h^l e lils iiitcii'It d 
sleeps. He then awakens her, fuid hold tin- li^;lit tu liw fact, that .she may kiiuw him-— afr.-r 
which 111' I'l''"''-^ lii'' 'r'l^ teller. Tf blo-vvH it out, tho ceiv-iinjuy »/iJ'JL'd. aud lu- ap- 
pears in the lodge the m.^xt luuiuiiix^ as one ofthelkmlly. If she doess aot blow out the liglii, 
but leaves it to burn out, he retires from the lodge. The next day he places himself in foil view 
of it} and plays his Hute. Th« young women ga out, one by one, to who he Is playing f«r. 
The tnue changes^ to let them know that he is not playing for them. When his intended makes 
hor appearance at the door, he continues his eouHing tuue, 'antil she returns to the lodge. He 
then gives over playing, and makes another trial at night, which generally turns ont fiivorabie. 
Puring the first year they ascertain Whether th@y oHn agree vrith each otlier, and can be happv— 
if not, they i>art,"an<i eacli looks ont agnin. If we were to live together, and dijuRree, wc should 
be f(H>i;>ti ;ls tin Nviiites. No inilisi i < tii n can banish a woiriun from her parental lodge — no 
difl -tT nee lio-.v many children she iiiay biin?; homo, she is ahv;iy3 welcome — the kettle is QVer the 

fiTf t;i fei d tli.'iii. 

DA:ic£3. — The crane dance often lasts two or three days. When this h over, we f«ast sgaln, 
and havs our noHtnial dance. Tbe large square In the village is swept and prepared far the pur^ 
pose. The chiefs and old warriors, take seats on mats, which have been spread at the upper end 
of the square— the drummers and singers come next, and the bravKS and women form the sides, 
leaving a large t-paoe in the middle. The drnms beat, and the singers commence. A warrior 
enters the square, keeping time with the music. He shows the manner he started on a war 
V u ty — I low he approached the enemy — he striUcs, and describes the way ho killed him. All juia 
iti jt[/l>laust. He then leaves the square, and another enters aud tikes his phice. Such nf our 
y aiti;,' im n as have not been ont in war parties, und killed an enemy, st iiid barlr aslianicd^no t 
being, able to ent<'r the sifjurtre. I remember that I was ashamed to look where our young women 
stood, before I could tnkemy stand in the square as a warrior. 

What pleasure it hi to an old waiYior, to um his sou coiue forward and relate his ^ploits— it 
makes him feel young, and induces him to enter the square, and tight his battles o'er agsin." 

This national dance makes our warriors. When I wss traveling last snmmer, on a steam boat, 
on a large river, going from New York to Albany, I was bhown tlie place where the Americans 
dance their national dance [West Point]; where the old warriors recount to their ymn;^ mun, 
what they have done, to stimulate them to ge and do likewise. This stuprised tne/as 1 did net 
think t lie whites understood out way of making braves. 

LjimiiH, Wars. Leasts. Ac. lieu our national dance is over — onr corn-fiold«; Imed, and cverv 
weed dug till, fiiiil om eiii u r'.lvait kneo high, all our y-aiu!,' men would ,?t;:r t in a diicetii/n 
towards sun-down, to hunt deer and hufiiilo— b(iiug piepai'ed, al^o, to kill i^ioux, if any are found 
on our hunting grotinds — a part of our old men and women to the lead mines to make lead— and 
the remainder of our people start to fish, and get mat stnlf. Every one leaves the village, and 
remains about forty days. They then return : the hunting party bringing in dried buffiklo and 
deer meat, and sometimes Sioux «oa^ when they are fonnd trespassing on our hunting 
grounds. At other times they are met by a party of Sioux too strong for them, and are driven 
in. If the Sioax have kill. 1 t)ie j'aoks lant, they expect to be retnlifited upon, and will fly before 
them, and vice verHH. Each l ai t y knows that the other has a rii-'ht to retaliate, which Indnces 
those who have killed last, to cive way h. im e their enemy— as ludthor winli to strike, cxcejd to 
avenff*' the death ot their relati^cft. Alt our wars arc predicated by the relative!, ul ihosc killed ; 
©r In aj;;^ressions ujion our hunting gronnd^^. 

The p»rty from the lead mines bring lead, and the othm dried Unh, and mats for our winicr 
lodges. Presents are now made by each party ; ^ Antf giving to the others dried buflalo and 
deer, and th«y, in exehangei, presenting them with' lead, dried fish and mats. This is a happy 
•eason of the yea^— having plenty of provisions, such as beans, squashes, and other produce, with 
onr dried meat and fish, we continue to make feasta and visit each other, nutil our corn is ripe. 
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Some lodgs in ih« ▼llTnge ni«ke« ft feast dally to the Great Spirit. I cannot explain this so ^a« 

the white j fojtle wxiM < imiprehond me, us we have no regular standard among ns. Every one 
Bnukrs liis u u>t as be tJiink^ l>est, to please the Great Spirit, who has the care of all beinfot cre- 
aUd. (Jtliti H believe in (w • Spirits : one good and one bad, and make Jeasts f r the I?;id ??pfrtt, 
fo hriii ipiit't! If thi'v (.•iin maki^ p«>ace with him, the (iood Spirit will ivA luu t thr-ui I For 
my part, 1 um Mrojjini.'ii, tli:it !so f;ir ;n we Imve ;y-<'.«')'>i. We have a rit.'ht ti:> usr it, in <li'tiTiiiiijini4 
whatisri^Utor wron^j aud Bijould pursue ttiat path which we btheve to Lw rigtit — li lieviug, 
that " whatertr is, 1b right." If the Great and Good Spirit wished «s to iMslieve and do on the 
whites, he oonld easily chanve oar opinions, so that we would a«e, and tbink, and art :i> they do. 
Ve are notJWiveompared to His power, and we feel and know it. We have m . u amuug us, like 
the whites, who pretend to know the right path, hut will not consent to show it without pay / 
1 have no faith in their i>aths--l>Qt beiieTO that every man mnst malte hfai own path I 

Obigin or CoRS. — 1 will here relate the manner in which corn first canir-. According to tra- 
dition, handed down to our people, a beautllui woman was seen to descend from the clouds, and 
alight npon the earth, by two of onr ancestors, who hail killed a deer, and were 'sitting i y a lire, 
roasting a part of It to eat. They were astonished at seeing her, and concluded that she mu^t bo 
hungry, and had smelt Uie meat— and immediately went to her, taking with them a piece of the 
roasted venison. They presented it to her, and she eat— and told them to return to the spot 
where she was sitting, at tbe end of one year, and th«y woald find a reward for their kindness 
and );< '!' ro-.il V. She then aBCcnded to t!i. r ounds, and disappeared. The two men returned to 
their viilaK's *"^P'*1'*®<^1 '"'t'"" ^' ''-^^ '^'^^y seen, done, and heard— hut were 

laughed attiy tli. ir per.ple. VVh'H tlir^ porind arriv,:*]. lor rlu ni t.i viait this tjOii-f iTatr-d j^round, 
where thcv were to tinda reward for Un;ii" atteatioii to iho tu autifiil womau of the clouils. tlipy 
went with'a large party, and found, where her right liitmi had rcsteil on thr- K^imud, com grow- 
ing— «nd where the left hand had rested, deoiM— «dU immediately where 8h($ had been seated, 

tOMIOOO. 

'j'lxi two fiTBt have, ever since, h( cti cultivated by our pcopl-', n? rmr principal provisions— and 
the last used for i^moking. The white puople have since found out thy latter, and aeems to relish 
it as mach as we do— aa they use it in <)iffereut ways, viz : smoking, snulfin$; and eating 1 

Sports, *a— We tbanlc the Groat Spirit for all the benefits he has conferred upon us. For my- 
seU 1 never take a drink of water firom a spring, without being mindtnl of his goodness. 

W, iif-xt hnve our great ball play— from three to five hnndred on a side, play this game. We 
I)lay tor horses, guna, blanketn, or any otWlrind of property we have. The sucoessM xmrty 
take the stakes, and all retire to our lodt-o s ill i^'ar.- and fri- ud^-hip. 

We next ctMuniencf* hors«-ra''insr, and '■oiitiiiu - our n[;ori and f^aating, tintil the corn 18 all se- 
cured. Wethen prepanj t > lrav»- our rillai^f for our liuntiu;;^ Kn-'iuidn. Tlif trad'-rs arrive, and 
give us credit for such articles m we want to clotiieour lamiJies, and - iial.U- ui r . Imnt. We first, 
however, hold a council with them, to ascertain tlw price they ill (iiv. a> tor >ur skms, arnt 
Wliat they will obarge us iSnr goods. We inform them where we intend hunting — and tell them 
where to hulld their houses. At this plaoe, we deposit part of our corn, and leave our old people. 
The traders have always been kind to them, and relieved them when in want. They were always 
much respected hy our people— and never since we have been a nation, has one of them been 
killed bv anv of our people. 

We disperse, in »nv\\\ parties, to make OTir hnnt^ and aa soon at it is over, we return to our 
tratlcrs' estJiV'h'^liiuenr. with our skiii^, atid ri'uiaiti tVantin;:. idavinu' cards, and nth^^r pastimes, 
until near the ciofto of thu winter. Our voung men llu u srart. on tli.' Ii-'avt-r hunt ; others to hunt 
rni!«>oonsand muftkrats— and the remaiud- r of our peopP' -r, to Vu- suear cani|iH to make sugar. 

... . ..^ . "-'return 

camp. 
nti came 

__ acoom* 

pa nVjr^*"m"tim7^ In this way, the year roiled round happily. Jiut these are 

times that werel 

B— MvHelfRnd band having no means to descend the Onlseonsin,! started, over ft rugged 

country, to go to the Mississippi, intending to cross it, and return to my nation. Many of our 
TOoid- were (omy.' ll.'d tr> i^-.oi, iVmr, f >r want of horses, which, in couKequenceof their having had 
nothiatf to eat for a long time. Gauged "ur march to he verv slaw. At lengOk we arrived at the 
MisslMippi, having lost some of our old men and lltUe children, who perished on the way with 

'*^W«^*ad heon here hut a little while, before wo saw a steam h at . tli Warrior, i romin-. I 
tol l mv braves not to shoot, as I intended going on board, so that we might save our women and 
Chi! ire\». 1 knew the captain, (TnRocKMOftioit,) and was determined to give myself up to him. 
1 th 1 K, nt P.r my vihtUfiag, While tb«» messenger was (pne, I took a small piece of whit© cot- 
tu.1 and put It on a pofe, and called to the captain of the boat, and told him to send his lltUe 
can f asii 1 and I t nip . ome on hoard. The people Oft the boftt aaked Whether we were Sues 
orWiiinLha o' . I tol l a Winnebai?o to tell them that we were Sacs, and wanted togiveoui^ 
■elv.'H uu' \ Winn, l.a^'o on tIm- hoat call-d to ''to run and hide, that, the whUe.s weregnring to 
Aootr ibout this time one of my V'rav had ju[ui.H:d into the river, blearing a white flafr to the 
boat— when auother eprang in after hi:n, and l.rouKl:t him to shor.'. Thr firin- thru n innuonr-d 
Ihtm the boat, whidi was returned by nxy braves, and continued tor some time. \ ery few of my 
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peopto were hart after the first fire^ haTing racceeded in getting heblnd old log* and trees, which 
shielded them from the enein.v'8 fire. 

The VTlanebagio, on the stfam boat, must Hther h«re mimradewtood what wns d id, or di l uot 
t«U it to the Capt.iin (•"rrccUv : 1iw;in-<' I am Oi^nfiuerit ni;it lif wnuh] nut liiwi; fiivd u]i::'ii us, if 
hn had bnoVQ my wi.-^bei*, J liavtj iitwavs < imsnk-red hhu a ^<hi;1 tuan, aii i ton \:ivat ix l-ravt- to 
ftre u)>i'n an cnnny when gticiiigfor •niart rH. 

Alter the boat left 1 told my people to cros?, if they could, and wished: that I iateaded 
going into the Chippewa country. Borne oommenced crossing, and such as had determined to 
Kiiloir them, remamed— only three lodges going with me. ^ext uomiug, at daybreak, a young 
man overtook me, and said that all my paurty had determined to oroac the MissiBsippi— that a 
nnmber had already got over aafe, and that he had beaird the white army last night within a 
few rnUee of them. I now began to fear that the whites would come up with peopl«, and kill 
thfm, I' -fDrp till V coxild get across. 1 had determlnert to gn fin.l join the Chipjwwas ; hvit re- 
flfctin;:; th u liiis I could only silvc myself, I conclndod to roturn, and die with my people, if 
111*' dnat Spirit would not phc i.s aimtiif-r virtnty ! During oturstay in the thicket, a party of 

whites came close by us, Inu j.asH' il un with' ut iJisroM riiiK as! 

Karly in the mon.inf: a i aily of wiiitt-*. btiuy; in ailvaucit of the army, came upon our people, 
who were atteuiptiug to cross the Mississippi. They tried to give thenuielvee up^the whites 
paid no attention to their entreaties — but commenced daugkUrinff them t In a little while the 
whole army arrived. Our braves, but few in nnmber. finding that the enemy paid no regard to 
age or sex, and seeing that they were murdering helpless women and little dblldren, determined 
to/glit wttil tkey letrt UB«dI As many women as could, oommeoced swimming the Uisslssippi, 
with their children on their back.8 A number of them were drowned, and some shot, before tliey 
could rf i< h theoppo.site shore. 

One of my bravf-a, who gave me this information, piletl up some saddles before him, (wbeu tlvo 
fig^ht (M!jii)i»'i)ei il, ' til slii-'lil liiiiisi'lf fr<<iii tlu- i-nciny's fire, and killed tbive white men! But 
seeing that tJie wliites were coming too cJo«« to bint, Im crnwiod to the bank of tlie river, without 
being perceived, and hid himself under it, until the litiiiy retired. He then came to me, a^id 
told nie what had been done. After hearing this sorrowful news, I started, with my little pftrty, 
to the Winnebago villaf^ at Fni.irie La Cross. On my aixiral there, I entered the lodge of one 
of the cbielb, and told him that I wished him to go with me to bis ftithei^that I intended to give 
myself up to the American war chie^ and die, if the Great Spirit saw proper I He said he would 
go with me. I then took my nwiidm baa^ and addiessed the chieC I told him that it w-hj^ " the 
»oul of the 8ae nation— that it never had been dishonored In any battle— take it, il is my life- 
dearer than life — and <;ive it ti) the Amt-rican chief!" He said he wonid keep it, and- tidse'caro of 
it, and if I was sufff!ioil to livo. ho \ve.<i!.l acnd it to me. 

During iny stay at the villajri', xh<- srpi«\TS made me a wUte drese of fk"r in. I thr-n stttrt@^ 
with several Wiiincbagoes, and went to their ligcnt, at Prafri© dn Chien, and gave myself up. 

On my arrival there, I S>und to my sorrow, that a largo body of Sioux had pursued, and 
killed, a number of our women and children, who had got safely across the Mississippi. The 
whites ought not to have permitted such conduct— and none but eotMwvb would over have bees 
guilty of such cruelty— which has always been practised on our nation by the Sioux. 

The massacre, which terminated the war. lasted about two hours. Our less in killed, was 
abriut sixty, besides a numbt^r that -vvi re drowned. Tile loss of the enemy could not be nscertained 
by my braves, exactly i but they think that they kiUed aboat m^een, during the action. 

We are indebted for the above details to the lift of Black Hawk| dictated by him8el(<.Bai 
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CHAPTKE IV. 

Meeting at Col. Davenport's— Site of Davenport — Proprietors — Siirvey— Cost 
©f Pioneer Enterprises— Anecdote of a Politician— -Firat Ball—Keligious Ser- 
vices — ^Rockingham — ^Postma^ter Appointed. 

In the year 1833, there were one or two claims made 
upon the lands now occupied by the lower part of the city. 
The claim upon which the city was first laid out was con- 
tended for by a Dr. Spencer and Mr. McOloud. The mat- 
ter Vas finally settled by Mr. LeOlaire buying them both 
out ; giving them for the quarter section om hundred and 
ffly dollars ! A splendid ilhistratioii is this sale of the 
immense fortunes made *iu the West, by politic fore- 
thought, and judicious investment. This claim laid to the 
West of I^LeClaire's Beserve — ^the^'Jatter terminating at 
Sarrism street. Below this street the city was first laid 
out. 

Having fenced in this portion, Mr. LeClaire cultivated 

it unlii it was sold to a Company in 1835. In the Fall of 
this year a company was formed for the purpose of jnir- 
chasiug and laying out a town site. They met at the 
house of Col, Davenport on Rock Island to discuss the 
matter. The following gentlemen were present: Maj. 
Wm. Gordon, Antoins LeClairb, Col, Geo. Davenport, 
Maj. Thos. Smith, Alex. McGBEaoa, Levi S. Colton, and 
Philip IIambaughi. These gentlemen, and Capt. James 
MAr, then in Pittsburg, composed the company ivhich se- 
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cared the site, and set in motion a train of circumstances, 
whose resalt is, a beautiful and flourishing city. The ne- 
cessity of a town between the upper and lower rapids — ^the 
unexampled fertility of the adjacent country — the mag- 

^niliceiit beauty of the location — its freedom from malaria- 
breeding" marshes, and facilities for drain ao^e, the propin- 
quity of immense opportunity for water power, were reasons 
adduced for the choice of the location. Well did they 
choose, as the events of the last twenty years have amply 
established. In the Spring of the next year, the site was 
surveyed and laid out by Maj. Gordon, United States 
Surveyor, and one of the stockholders. The spot selected 
included the area bounded on tlio East hy TTarrirfon street, 
* on the iN^orth by Beveutli, West by Warren, and South l\v 
the river. It included thirty-six blocks, and six half-blocks 
— the latter being the portions lying adjacent to Warren, 
on the West. 

The cost of the entire site was two thousand dollars — or 
two hundred and fifty dollars per share — a price which now 
would purchase but a very indifferent building-lot in the 
least valued part of it. In May the lots were offered at 
auction. A steamboat came up from St. Louis laden 
with passengers to attend the sale, and remained at the 
levee during its continuance, in order to afford the conve- 
niences of lodging, edibles, and the not leds essential item 
of drinkables. The sale continued two days, but owing to 
the tact that the titles were simply such as were included 
in a squatter's claim — and purchasers fearful that such were 
not particularly good — only some fifty or sixty lots were 
sold, and these mostly to St Louis speculators. The lots 
brought from 9300 to $600 each — a smaller sum than the 
proprietors calculated upon. The renuiining portion of the 
site was then divided among tlie proprietors. 

The emigration this year was but small — only some half 
dozen families coming in. The first Hotel or "tavern" 
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was put np this year, and opened by Edward Powers ; and 
is still staudiug on tbo corner of Front street and liipley. 
It was put up by Messrs. Davenport and LeClaire, and was 
called Davenport Hotel" — ^in honor of the " city" — the 
latter receiving its cognomen from Col. Qeo. Davenport, 
who lon^ previous had been a resident of the Island. In 
regard to its ap})eurance, iiotliing need be said — all here 
Ijave seen or can see it, while more distant readers are 
doubtlessly amply informed in regard to the appearance, 
character, extent, accommodations, &c., of pioneer "hotels." 

The next most prominent evidence of improvement was 
erected the same year by an old sea captain, named John 
Liteh. 

It was that vademeeum of civilization — that coteinporary, 
and otten pioneer of chnrch and school-house — a drijiking 
saloon. It was a log-sbanty, and stood on i^'ront street, 
below Western Ave n no. It was long a favorite resort of 
the politician and the thirsty ; and not a few grand social 
schemes and political intrigues were concocted beneath 
the genial influence of the suspiciously genuine liquids, 
vended by the retired and aliable " Captain." 

There, listening to the numerous reminiseences of Cap- 
tain Litch, and growing balmy under his genial "punches" 
until life and its projects were roseate as the cheek of 
Dawn, might be seen daily many who now stand deservedly 
among our £rst citizens. The "Maine Law" then lay 
imevolved in the convolutions of Keal Dow's brain. " !N"ot [ 
to drink" would then be ahiiost, or quite, snlheient to jj 
ostracise anv man from a desirable social standinir ; and he 
who did not produce the bottle and glass upon the advent 
of a visitor, was deemed lacking in hospitality. " Take a 
drink," entered then as much into a portion of social econ- 
omy as " take a chair" does in the refinements of modem 
intercourse. The merchant preceded his customer's appli- 
cation by the proffer of a "smile" — all trades were pro- 
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logued and finisbed by a resort to an imbibition— rnid in 
short, no enterprise, ciyil, social, religious, political, or 
otherwise, could well be inducted or concluded without 
the presence of a third party, in the shape of a dusky- 
visa^ed Bottle. 

James Mackintosh opened tlie first store, in the latter 
part of October, of this year; his stock consisted of a gen- 
eral assortment of Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware, Pro- 
visions, &c., to a value of ttbout five thousand dollars ; com- 
menced business in a log house, built by A. LeClaire, near 
the U. S. House, comer of Ripley and third streets. 

In December D. C. Eldridge aUo opened a large stock 
oi Goods. Many may wouder where coiisniners were to 
be found for a '-large stock of goods'" in a place oi less than 
a dozen families. It will much astonish sach, as veil as 
many others, to learn, that in the Spring of the neyt year 
(1887) the sum total of daily sales averaged onb hundrbd 
AND FIFTY DOLLARS, of which thirty-three percent, was cash. 

This apparent discrepancy of sales and buyers is ex- 
plained, when it is known that from the town oppusile, and 
a long distance up and down the river, people came here 
to trade. 

Lumber was, at that time, brought from Cincinnati, and 
almost everything else from a distance. Flour at sixteen 
dollars per barrel, Pork at sixteen cents per pound, were 
brought from Cincinnati. Com was imported from the i 

Wabash Hiver, and brought two dollars per bushel. The , 
farm now occii]iiod by Mr. McManus was !)()ught by Dr. : 
Hall, and paid for in this latter commodity, — the cost of \ 
the farm was five hundred bushels of corn. The Ferry 
also dates its existence from this year — ^it being a flat-bot- 
tomed craft, technically termed a **mud-boat*' This in 
1841 was superseded by an immense improvement in the 
shape of a horse-boat — wiiich in time gave way to steam 
— the whole being crowned by the two magniliceut and 
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commodious steamboats constantly employed in transfer- 
ring a wide deep stream of freight and passengers from 
fehore to shore. 

Our lady-readers may, perhaps, be interested in know- 
ing that the pioneer in conjugal love, cutting teeth, chicken 
pox, and baby talk, in Davenport, was a son of Mr. L. S. 
Coltou, wh ) ilrst looked upon the lis^htin the Fall of this 
year. Tlie feeble wail of tlie first baby in Davenport has 
been echoed not a few times since, and daily grows wider 
and deeper in its volume, like the tiny spring-streamlet, 
widening eventually into a broad river. 

It will naturally be supposed that the character of social 
life was in some sort like the country — ^rather destitute of 
reiiuemeiit A gentleman relates a circumstance con- 
nected with a prominent politician of tliis Slate, and who 
has had the honor frequently of saying Mr. Speaker'* in 
the halls of National Legislation, that perhaps was the 
counterpart of a thousand others of the time. In the fall 
of *85 this gentleman, while passing up the Mississippi on 
a prospecting tour, made the acquaintance of the political 
gentleman at nuiiington — ^wlicro tlic latter came aboard 
the boat. He wju at that time candidate for territorial 
delegate from Wisconsin. lie had scarcely gotten aboard 
before he ostentatiously displayed a pair of pistols, and 
which he occupied himself in handling, loading and fixing 
in various shapes, at intervals, during the passage to 
Galena. Arriving there, he solicited our informant to 
land, and proceed with him to the hotel. With his wife 
leaning' upon his arm, the latter, followed closely in the 
wake of the candidate for Congressional honors* As they 
reached the door of the stopping place, the opposition can- 
didate happened to step out to the threshold. Our political 
hero confronted him in an instant, and as he drew both 
his pistols, he remarked, without preface — 

'*You are a G d bully, sir! Take your choice!'* 

The other, however, declined a choice of the extended 
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pistol-bulLs, and ''made himself scarce " Both, however, 
relieve! their irate tendeucios, t^oou aiter, by a street fight, 
at Mineral Point, in which neither suffered according to 
the extent of the wishes of his antagonist. The effect upon 
our informant, and especially upon his wife, may easily be 
imagined. It m^y, however, be well to state, that the 
political gentleman alluded to is everywhere known for 
his courtesy and gt^iillemanly urbanity in every phase of 
his social life. 

The first law office in town was opened by A. McGregor, 
Esquire, in April. 

The first B-eligious discourse was delivered by Rev. Mr. 
Gavitt, a methodist, in the Spring, in the house of D. C. 
Eldridge. Preaching from an Episcopalian the same 

Spring. 

Keligious services were held scnii-occasionally at the 
house of Mr. LeCiaire, in which a priest from Galena 
oficiated. For other amusements, pur settlers had at this 
period, besides preachers, steamboat arrivals, which every 
body went down to see, horse racing at the upper end of 
the present sit^ of the city, which all, from the car- 
penter on the roof, to the merchant behind the counter, 
left to witness; sleigh-rides to the neighboring places, follow- 
ed by a dance, to which all went; balls at home, and wolf 
hunts. There was then quite as much, or more, positive 
enjoyment than now, for the reason that social caste was 
I not there recognized, and all went in simply for enjoyment 
The pioneer ball was held in Mr. LeClaire*s house, Jan. 
8, 1836. Some forty couples were present, consisting of 
frontiersmen, officers from the Island, and otliers. The 
music was furnislied by fiddles, from which no contempti- 
ble strains were occasionally drawn by Mr. LeCiaire him- 
self. Prominent among the merry dancers were G. 0. K. 
Mitchell, A. McGregor, G. L. Davenport, Joe Conway, and 
I last but not least, and by far the lightest dancer in tiie 
1 room, the now portly figure of A. LeCiaire. Most of 
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the frontiersmen wore the coarsest species of" stogy boots," 
"making*' as oar informant says,"a most infernal clatter." 
The dresses of the ladies were generally rather more calcu- 
lated to promote comfort than ostentation. The party 
danced till sunrise, iiud then broke up — the gentlemen 
being, as a general thing, as genial as all the "punches'* 
they conkl possibly contain, would make them. Joe Con- 
way, eccentric in his cups as well as his actions, upon 
reaching the ice to cross the river, found himself unable to 
either stand still or walk— he very ingeniously, therefore, 
compromised the matter by striking a sinuous and uncer- 
tain "dog-trot** and heading for all points of the Island 
miscellaneouily. It is mistily believed by bis compauions 
that bo succeeded in reaching it-~-aithough somewhat out 
of his original bearings. 

In the Fall of this year, Rockingham — a now deserted 
locality some few miles down the river — ^was laid out by 
a company, among whom were Gen. Sargent, Ebenezer 
Cook, Dr. Barrows, and others, of our now prominent cit- 
izens. It was thoui;iit a good locality, for the reason that 
it was opposite the embouchure of Rock River, wliieb was 
supposed to be navigable. Gen. Sargent states that he 
once ascended it in a steamboat to the distance of two 
hundred and ten miles ; and hence it was very reasonably 
supposed that an important junction might be formed with 
interior towns, and a heavy trade thereby supported. 

At tke time of the purchase of the Black Hawk dis- 
trict, it was placed under tlie jurisdiction of Michigan. 

In 1886, Wisconsin was organized, aaid by an act of the | 
Legislature (which met for the first time at Belmont,) the 
<<Black Hawk Purchase'* was divided into two counties. A 
line beginning at Rock Island, and extending west to the 
Missouri River, divided them — ^the north one was called 
Julien Towniliip, and Dubuque county, the south one 
Flint Hill Township, and Des Moines county. The county | 
seat of the former was located at Dubuque. Davenport | 
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was in the latter jurisdiction. iSooii after the District was 
divided into counties, at which time commenced a notable 
spirited contest between Davenport and Eockinham for 
possession of the county seat> Of this we shall speak in 
its proper place. 

In the Summer of this year, Mr. A. LeClaire was ap- 
i pointed P. M, Mails came once each week from the East, 
via Chicago ; anrl once in two weeks from Dubuque via Dav- 
enport to Fort De Moine, (now Montrose). Postage at that 
time was twenty-five cents. The P. M. n sed to carry the mail 
across the river in his pocket ; and his percentage for the first 
tliree months was seoenty-five cents ! The present P. M,, | 
with his two thousand boxes, and half <lozen assistaTits, will 
easily recognize the dilference. The mortality this year 
amounted to seven — ^the first of whom was Mrs. Tanney- 
hill. 

In September, a treaty was held at East Davenport be- 
tween Gov. Dodge, U. S. Commissioner, and the Sacs and 

Toxes. The object of the treaty was to secure possession 
of the land bordering' on Iowa River, and known as "Keo- 
kuk's Reserve." About a thousand chiefs and warriors 
were present, and were encamped during the time just 
above Renwick's mill. 

The land in question amounted to 256,000 acres, and 
was purchased for seventy-five cents per acre, or 9192,000 
— ^a very liberal price compared to what Government had 
heretofore paid, but dos^ cheap" when we consider that i 
in less than a year every foot of it was disposed of at tea j 
shillings per acre. 

Oatlin, in his '^Korth American Indians" thus notices 
this affair ; 

^'The treaty itself, in all its forms, was a scene of interest, 

and Keokuk was the principal speaker on the occasion, being 

recoiJ'nized as the head chief of tbe tribe. ITe is a very 
I subtle and dignified man, and well fitted to wield the des- 
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tinies of his nation. The poor dethroned monarch, old 
Black Hawk, was present; and looked an object of pity. 
With an old frock coat and brown hat on, and a cane in 
his hand, he stood the whole time outside of the groap, 
and in dumb and dismal silence, with his sons by his side, 
and also his quondam^ aid-de-canip Nahpope, and tlic 
Prophet. Thcv were not allowed to speak, nor even siirn 
the Treaty, ^ahpope rose, however, and commenced a very 
earnest speech on the subject of temperance ! but Gov. 
Dodge ordered him to sit down, (as being out of order,) 
which probably saved him from a much more peremptory 
command from Xeokuk, who was rising at that moment 
with looks on liis face that the Devil miglit shrink from." 

The two tribes staid here nearly a fortnight, amusing 
themselves and others with characteristic games and dances. 
One amusement was " smoking horses." A party of 
lowaya came at the time, and wanted some horses of the 
Sacs and Foxes. Such of the latter as had horses to give 
aw;iv. nionnted them, and commenced riding at full speed 
aronud the lowavs — then suddenly wheelincc would en- 
deavor to ride straight through them, which was prevented 
by using small switches against the faces of the horses. 
After riding a half hour or so, a Sac rider would call to an 
loway to stand out, and then passing him at full speed, he 
would bring upon the naked back of the other, with the 
fall force of his arm, a heavy whip of plaited rawhide, 
raising a "welt" as thick as one's linger. Then immedi- 
ately dismounting, ho would place the bridle in the hands 
of the yelling victim, who was thereafter the owner of the 
horse. This ludicrous operation excited much sport among 
the spectators. It was a common custom among the Sacs 
and Foxes, and some other nations — the compliment being 
from time to time interchanged. 

This Treaty was the last ever lield in this vicinity. 
There were seven houses in the old town limits at the 
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close of the year. Log house of OapU Litch, ditto of L. S. 
Oottoii, ferryman; frame dwelling partly finisbod, and 
owned by a Mr. Shoals. It has been since known as the 
" Dillon House," (of which a gentleman since Gcvemar of ihe 
State was once kosiler). Log House of James O'Kelly — (a 
tailor from Detroit, Micli.) — used by James Mcintosh as 
storehouse; log house of Wm. Allen, used for P. 0. ; frame 
building, known as Davenport Hotel, and after as United 
States Hotel ; log house used by D. C. Eldredge as store. 
All these stand yet, except Billon's and Litch's. 

The events narrated above are the prominent ones of 
1836. The year closed with a population of less than one 
hundred. Stephenson, (now llock Island,) which had been 
laid out in 1834, possessed at this time a population of 
nearly five hundred. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Indian Duel— Col. Taylor^s Defeat in 1820— Fight between Saos and Foxes 
and Pottowatomies — Burial of the Slain — Opening of River — First Mar- 
naj»e — Oetty's Flourinj? Mil! — Ferry Oompany — Jumpinjj^ Olaims— Intruder 
Kxpclled — Thrashing an Indian — k'^hcs and Foxes — Sioux Horse Thieves — 
Visit to Washington — Murder of an Indian at Moscow — llscape of Murderer 
— ^Population — iscott County Organized — ^ElectioDS. 

In the Spring of '37, the first duel ** on record," in Iowa, 

was fonglit between a couple of Winnebago Indians. A 
party of tlie tribe was here lishing, and encamped on 
Kock Island. A couple of young men were carousing at 
Stephenson, and, in a little while, commenced quarreling. 
The blow -was passed. Too refined, by their intercourse 
with the whites, to avenge the blow with knife or tom- 
ahawk, they resorted to the code of honor. Unfortunately 
for one of tliom, the choice of weapons was not fully up to 
the prevailing principles of the code duello. One had a 
shot gun, the other wisely took the rifie. On the willow 
island, below the city, they drew np the required distance, 
and blazed away. The heavy lead of the cracking rifle 
was too much" for the lighter pellets of its more noisy 
brother — ^the Shot Gun. The shot gun and its holder went 
down, and the latter was buried not far from the grave 
yard below the city, and u])on the banks of the noble Mis- 
sissippi, whose everlasting voices hymned his advent to the 
Spirit Land. 

The Rifle hero fled to his home in Eock River country. 
Bat vengeance overtook him even there. The friends and 
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relations of the slaia clamored for the blood of the slayer 
— and the sister of the latter went for the survivor. She 
found him — entreated him to come back to Rock Island, 
and be killed, to appease the wrathful manes of the de- 
parted. Such logic was irresistable — he came — and in a 
canoe ^taddled by his own sister, he readied the Island, 
singiriLC bis death song. A shallow i!;rave was dntr, and 
kneeling upon its brink, his body tumbled into it, and his 
death song was hushed as the greedy knives of his execu- 
tioners drank the blood of his brave heart. Can the white 
man show a nobler act than this, among all his braveit 
deeds in the arena of the duelHst. The chiaro oscuro of 
Spartan deeds presents no more beautiful blending of hero- 
ism and duty than this — nay, verily. 

This same Willow Island, whereupon the shot gun hero 
bit the dust, is also memorable as being a spot upon which 
the immortal "Rough and Ready** once received, what 
Santa Anna ever failed to give him, namely, a military 

thrashicg. In 1812, Col. Taylor, with two companies of 
Regulars, and accompanied by a Captain liectorj with two 
or three companies of Rangers, was proceeding down the 
river. The Indians, knowing his approach, had, under the 

I superintendence of a Mr. G-raham, (a man well known by 
many of our citizens,) fixed a small cannon among the 
sand hills, on the Illinois side, which they brought to bear 

j most efi'ectually upon the boats. The latter, galled by the 

fire, steered for the Island, but here thev were assailed bv ' 

' ' ^ i ' 

a volley from an ambuscade. They resolved to land and 
clear the Island. Rector, and his rangers, sprang ashore, 
and each man took " cover'* to fight the Indians in their 
own style. Taylor landed, and formed his men imme- 
diately in Une to charge bayonets I The thick growth of wil- 
lows would hardly admit a musket, much less a company, 
formed in line to charge. The serried lines formed a 
splendid target for the concealed copper-skins, and they 
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were not tardy in availing themselves of the opportunity. 
To "cover" was not in the mannel — ^to "about face," and 

"quick time, march!" to the boats, was, and in the next 
minute, Taylor and his regulars, were shooting down the 
Mississippi as fast as stout oars and lusty elbow-grease" 
Could carry them. The rage of Capt Eoctor, when he saw 
Col* Taylor "countermarching" on his own advance, was 
boundless — his first l^solution was to order his men to fire 
tipon the regulars, who were executing such a " masterly 
retreat" down the river, but tlic necessity of saving h'la 
lead for the Indians restrained Lim. Tf Col. Taylor after- 
wards earned the bays at Buena Vista and Monterey, he 
certainly could claim no more than the willow in his at- 
tempt to charge bayonets in line upon an ambuscade of 
Indians on "Willow Island. 

In the Spring of this year a party of Sacs and Foxes, and 
another of Pottowatomie's were engaged in fisliing, and 
were encamped in the "hollow" below Cannon's Mills. A 
keg of whisky induced a row, and the long knives of the 
belligerants soon settled it Some dozen or more were en- 
gaged in the fight; and its expense was an unlimited 
quantity of ugly cuts, and two breathless braves. Face to 
face thn two im[)lacables were seated in the pamo grave, 
and the ground piled about them to the height of their 
waists, leaving; their bodies, and ghastly visages, to front 
each other defiantly, and to present a spectacle less seemly 
than characteristic of the Indian. Enemies in life, they 
rotted as lovinsrly in death, as brothers, and the ghastly 
grin which caiue upon one's llesh](;s3 ja\v\s was imitated by 
the other, till the whilom fo('s seemed to find in each 
other 8 lineaments some horrible provocative to jollity. 

Some considerable alarm was felt at the time by the cit- 
izens, as the Indians, maddened by blood and w}nsky,went 
yelling through the streets, and a messenger was despatched 
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to Montroso for assistance. The Indians, however, quieted 
down without doing farther damage. 

The river which had closed the 20th December the 
winter previous, opened March 23d, of 1887, and a steam- 
boat caviio up the same day. 

The first case of matrimony, on record, occurred in 
the Spring. The happy couple who first "led off" the 
vast hymenial dance, and pioneered the long array of 
wedding favors, bliss, and incipient heaven, was a Mr. 

Wm. B. Watts, and a niece of Antoine LeClaire. It may 
not be the best of logic, but still without a ''first couple" 
there could be no second, or 'third, or any others — hence 
all who have married since, or who may hereafter, owe no 
small debt of gratitude to Mr. Watts and lady. Why 
should not the day of their marriage be marked in the 
calendar as a Golden one — ^and be set apart as a. day to 
be crowned with orange blossoms, and sacred to the wor- 
ship of Eros? The siiirgestioii is not a studied one — still it 
is none tlie less worthy of the profound coMsidcnition of 
ail that vast crowd who since have gone to that matrimo- 
nial bourne ♦* whence no man returns" — a bachelor. 

Mr. Watts, alluded to above, as is learned from a little 
reminiscence, experienced the truth of the idea, that lovers 
endure much tribulation. While "doing" the agreeable 
0|»eriitiQn of courrinsr, he met with a mishap, as unexpected 
as it was distressi ng and ludicrous. At tlio time, a Yankee 
teamster was employed by Mr. LeGiaire, who c-\perienced 
a variety of those soft, half-angelic and half-devilish feel- 
ings, yclept love, towards the lady whom Mr. Watts after 
married — and with his love there came jealousy toward his 
rival. With the latter*s success, he grew revengeful ; and 
diabolicul, douhtless, were the schemes ho devised, and 
the torments he inilicted, in imagination, upon his fortu- 
nate antagonist. One night Mr. Watts was spending the 
evening with the lady. The Yankee could contain his burst- 
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ing indignation no lonu'cr — andlie shaved the tail of Watt's 
horse as smooth &nd naked as a roll of sausage I The in- 
decorons appearance of his steed's caudal prolongation — 
his entire unwillingness to bestride such an institution, 
may well be imagined. The transition from the low- 
whispered love-tales of the parlor to the clean-shaved tail 
of his steed, AvViieli, as Byron says, " flittered in bony 
whiteness, tliere," — from the " airy nothings" of one to the 
nothing Imiri^ of the other — w as entirely too sudden, and 
too vivid in its contrasts, to afford much else than exple- 
tives more profane than elegant. 

While hoping that his happiness may descend upon all, 
who, like hira, are disposed to matrimony, yet let us wish 
that his mishaps will not also bo Gn-iaikd upon his suc- 
cessors. 

The graceful misses of ripe twenty, and younger, whose 
origin is proudly claimed by Davenport, will be pleased to 
learn that the predecessor of their sex in the dim-remem- 
bered mysteries of being born, was a daughter of D. C. 

Eklredgc, w^ho pioneered her sex in May of this year. It 
is a pleasure to add, that she still lives" to enjoy the honor 
of haviiii: preceded the hosts of fair lluwers which, in con- 
nection with not a few exotics, give grace and beauty to 
the magnificent parterre of our goodly city. 

The same gentleman who introduced the first daughter" 
also introduced the first flouring mill, one of "Getty's 
Patent Metallic Mills/* It was somewhat larger than a 
coU'ee mill, and, as our iufoiiiiant states, "the motive- 
power was horse-flesh, and it was engineered hy an Irish- 
man, a discharged soldier from the Fort, who was known, 
and will be remembered by all old settlers as "Joe Topin." 
Poor Joe has gone ! a victim to misplaced confidence in a 
whisky jug !" 

The present well-known and powerful Ferry Company 
dates its origin to this Spring — although not in its present 
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corporate character. John Wilson bought out Mr. LeClaire 
for one thonsand dollars, and, until 1839, teams, ^c, were 
transported in a flat boat. 

Dr. A. E. Donaldson, from Pennsylvania, came in July 
of tMs year, and was, it is said, the first resident physician. 
His successors, in the short space of twenty years, have 
increased, if not by legions, at least fully in proportion to 
the demand. 

There was no lack of sociability among the Indians at 
this time. Parties would come in from the territory, en- 
camp near the town, and spend a few days in lounging and 
drinking whisky, then would leave, and their place be sup- 
plied by others. That the Indian sometimes descends 
from his sublime stoicism to a vulgar curiosity, is illus- 
trated in a case related by Mr. Eldredgo. Having sickness 
in his family, it Avas necessary to keep a light burning all 
night. Indians straggling about late, to yell, dance, and 
walk oft' the effects of *' iire-water," would be struck with 
the phenomenon of a light at such a time of night, and pro- 
portionally anxious to ascertain its cause; mingled, no 
doubt, with a little very natural curiosity in regard to the 
night-arrangcnicnt of a wliito man'a bed room. Hearing a 
noise atthe window, one evening, Mr. Eldrcd(j;c stole noise- 
lessly out at the back door, and passed around to the front, 
with a stout splinter of board in his hand. There stood a 
" son of the forest,** upon tip-toe, peering over the window 
curtain, and undoubtedly cogitating upon the superior ap- 
pciu'iiLice of a wliito squaw" en chemiscUe, A stinging 
pain upon a part just below his wampum belt "was the lirst 
intimation he received of the indecorousness of his pro- 
ceeding ; while a succession of rapid blows, to which he 
performed an impromptu dance, not laid down in the sal- 
tatory code of the Indian, and to which he yelled an ap- 
pro|>riate accompaniment, convinced him also that every 
sweet has its bitter. He made threats after, of depriving 
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his castigator of his «har"— but the latter staid at liorae 
for a low nights, and the Indian left, doubtless, well as- 
sured of the fact, that at bottom there is no real enjoyment 
in the satisfaction of that squaw-ish trait, curiosity. 

In September, a party of Sacs and Foxes came in to re- 
ceive the last annuity, which was paid them at Rock Island 
— G-en. Street, the Government ai^ent, soon after removing* 
to lUicuon Forks, now Fort Des Moines. "While they were 
here, some of their scouts brought in word that a body of 
Sioux were iu the "Timber," a place now occupied by 
Oakdale Cemetery. Their design was, undoubtedly, to 
wait imtil the Sacs and Foxes had received their usual 
annuity, and were oblivious in the « big drunk" which gen- 
erally succeeded these payments, and then to steal their 
]iorsc3. They failed, however, for scarcely had the scouts 
reported their presence, before tliree hundred Sac and 
Fox braves had streaked themselves with war-paint, and 
followed by half the white population, were in their saddles, 
and after tiie Sioux. The Dacotahs (as the Sacs and Foxes 
termed the Sioux,) received notice of the approach of their 
intended prey, and seasonably decamped — thereby preserv- 
ing intact not a few of that valuable and highly ornamental 
article — their scalps. 

Old settlers recalling this occasion speak enthusiastically 
of Keokuk's eloquence — ^he having delivered a speech of 
some three hours in length, in which there was not a sin- 
gle repetition. When one considers that the Chief spoke 
almost with the velocity of lightning, it is inferable that 
his mental reservoir was neither shallow nor indifferently 
well filled. 

Keokuk's eloquence on this occasion arose from the fact 
that Government had sent out one half their annuities in 
goods— instead of money— as was stipulated in the Treaty. 
The Indians very indignantly refused to receive them, and 
in consequence of this, and also in order to settle some 
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difficLilty with the Sioux, a large party of Sacs and Foxes, 
Wliitcs and Sionx, went on to Washington. While in 
Washington a "grand talk" was liold, in wliicli tlie Sioiix 
and Sacs and Foxes detailed tlieir grievaneea. A Sioux 
chief remarked in his speech that it was no use talking 
to the Sacs and Foxes — ^they were deaf— their ears should 
be bored out with a stick !" Keokuk listened to the Sioux 
Brave, while every vein and muscle swelled under his 
taunts almost to bursting. When the latter concluded 
he rose, and with his spear (his insignia of office,) in his 
hand, he said : 

''It is useless to bore out the ears of the Sioux with a 
iikk — ^their skulls are too thick. They can only be bored 
out with tkw r and the indignant Brave shook his iron- 
headed spear fiercely in the face of the scowling Sioux. 

After the return from Washington, Mr. LeClaire, G, L. 
Davenport, and others, started to " haul" out the goods 
which the Indians had refused, and which Government had 
decided to present to the Indians. They started for Mos- 
cow, (then a trading Station,) in Cedar county, and on the 
route iiK't an Indian, who was on liis way to Hock Island, 
to complain that one of his tribe had been murdered at 
Moscow by a White. Mr. LeClaire sent a man with him, 
and the remainder pushed on to Moscow. When they ar- 
rived, they learned the circumstances of the murder. A 
party of Indians had been dancing and drinking at a 
whisky shop in Moscow, during which, a couple of white 
men in amusing their relined propensities, had been 
betting which could knock a drunken Indian the farthest. 
One would induce an Indian to approach, by holding out 
some whisky, and when he approached the bait the other 
would strike him, and mark the distance at which he fell. 
Then the other empiric would try the force of his flexors 
and extensors, by changing places, and knocking the next 
Indian who came up for the whisky. The Indians, natural- 

7 
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ly enough^ grew enraged at sucli treatment, and a row en- 
sued. During the excitement, the stove-pipe was knocked 
down, which so enraged one of the whites, that he struck 
one of the Indians, s^nd fractured his skull, and continued 
his action by kicking the Indian out doors, and then con- 
cluded liis liumauo operations by puuoliing the insensible 
body with a rail ! 

G. C. E. Mitchell was sent for, the body of the murdered 
brave was exhumed, an examination had, and an effort 
made to convict the pale-faced murderer. Moscow was, a1» 
that time, ^ rallying point for thieves, counterfeiters, and 

rogues L^-enerally — the accused sent around for his friends, 
and, on the day of examination, sonio sixty of his friends — ! 
a ruffianly, God-forsaken cro^vd, were present. The justice 
did not dare to convict him — ^lie was released on straw- 
bail, and was afterwards acquitted at Dubuque, as haoging 
a \7hite man for the simple offence of murdering an Indian 
did not enter the ethics of the age. 

After hie trial he returned to Moscow, and sent for the 
relatives of the murdered Indian — promising to pay them 
the usual satisfaction. They came, and agreed to accept a 
certain number of horses as satisfaction, which were to be 
paid on a certain day. The day came, as did the Indians, 
but the treacherous creditor, with his family, had fled to 
Illinois ! Filled with disappointment, the Indians, on their 
return from Cedar River, met, on their trail, an inotfeusive 

Methodist, itenerant, preacher, named < whom 

they unmercifully sacrificed, to appease the manes of 
their slaughtered brother. The thinking reader will 
duly consider the morality of the actors in this anecdote. 
Moralization is perfectly useless. 

In October a notable case of trover occurred. It was the 
first trouble of note aniono: the squatters, and it involved 
the last act of moment of tlie judicial proceedings of 
Dttbuque county. Maj. Wilson had a claim, (which he was 
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holding for Messrs. Davenport and LeClaire,) upon the 
ground now occupied by Mount IdaFenmlc College, which 
was '•jumped" by a man from Stephenson, named Stephens. 
Sheriff Cammings was sent for from Dubuque to oust the 
intruder, and with a posse of some fifty men, (about all in 
Davenport,) he proceeded to the spot, and ordered the gen- 
tleman to vacate. 

But Mr. Stephens, either enjoying the superlative beauty 
of the prospect — -or foreseeing the stately edifice which 
would, in time, arise upon the spot, or else actuated by 
simple mulishness, very firmly, not to say impolitely and 
profanely, refused to comply — ^threatening dire vengeance 
upon the first who should touch him, with divers fire-arms 
and bowie-knives, with which he had fortified his position. 
Sheriff Cummings, however, proved himself equal to the 
trying emergency, for, sending for a yoke of oxen, atid a 
strong chain, he pioeet^ded to put in practice a new theory 
of expulsion. The chain was fastened to a corner log, the 
cattle started, and, in a remarkably brief space of time, 
Mr. Stephens bolted out to prevent the consequence Which 
might happen from falling timbers. He was showii imme- 
diately the most direct route to Stephenson, of which in- 
formation he availed himself forthwith, and gave up, there- 
after, the precarious employment oi jumping claims in 
Davenport. , 

The posse which assisted Sheriff Gumming, at this time, 
was a portion of a Confederation, which was com- 
posed of the inhabitants, generally, of Davenport, Rock- 
ingham, and adjacent settlements. It was organized Islarch, 
'37, had regular laws, officers, &c., and was intended for 
the regulation of Claims, and the settlement of disputes 
connected therewith. One of its laws provided that no 
man could hold more than half a section of land. A book 
was kept, in whicli every member registered his claim, his 
name, the locality of his claim, and with the addition of 
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oue dollar, as initiation fee, he was entitled to all the ben- 
efits and protection of the society. 

The first Brick Yard was constracted this year under the 
auspices and ownership of our present worthy Sheriff — 
Harvey H. Leonard. 

The religious services this year, and for sorne year or 
two after, were amoog Protestants, held in one place— a 
house belonging to D. C. Eldredge. Occasional services 
were held there by Clergymen from the Methodists, Pres- 
byterian, Disciples, Congregational, and, at longer inter- 
vals, from the Episcopalian. Everybody attended these 
services, for the various denominations had, as yet, assumed 
no individualitT. It cannot be stated, with certaintv, 
whether a proportional fructification followed these labors, 
yet good influences were probably disseminated, which 
time, sooner or later, practically developed. 

The population at the close of this year was about one 
hundred and iifty^six new houses had been erected, on 
the new site, makilig in all fifteen. The River did not 
close until February lOtli, of 1838 — a day or two before 
the memorable election for county seat. 

The Wisconsin Legislature met in December of this year 
at Burlington. An act was passed at this session creating 
Scott county, the boundaries of which were as follows : 

" Beginning at a point in the middle of the main channel 
of the Mississip}*! river, where the line dividing one and 
two, east of the fifth principal meridian intersects the same ; 
thence north, with said range-line, to the line dividing 
township seventy-eight and seventy-nine north ; thence west 
with said line, to the fifth principal meridian ; thence north 
with said xneridian to the line dividing townships eighty 
and eighty-oue north ; thence east with said line to a point 
w^here the said line intersects or crosses the Wapasipiiiica 
river; thence down the middle of the main channel of said 
river to its mouth ; thence due east to the middle of the 
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maia channel to tlie place of beginning ; shall be, and the , 
same is hereby constitated, a separate county, to be called 
Scott/' 

The same act also provides for the election for county 
seat, between Bockingham and Davenport, which election 
" shall be held at H. W. Higgin's Hotel in Rockingham, 

John IT. McGregor's Hotel in Davenport, and the house of 
J. A. hLichards, at tlie house of E. Parkhnrst, inParkhurst^ 
(above LeOlaire,) on the third Monday in February of 1838.'* 
An act also provided for the election of three County Com* 
missioners — which board of Commissioners represented the 
County in all suits and County business of whatever nature. 

An act was also passed at this session, giving a Charter 
to certain persons, the authority to act as trustees of the 
" Davenport Manual Labor College." This scheme of a 
Manual Labor College was a 'fine one, but it never 
amounted to anything for two reasons — a lack of students, 
and a want of money. It evinced, however, a most com- 
mendable desire upon the part of those engaged in it to 
promote educational interests — a desire which since has 
been practically developed into as fine a Common School 
system, and other Institutes as may be found west of the 
most forward sea^board communities. 

The number of acres in the County is two hundred and 
e igh ty thousand, five hundred and sixteen. Swamp Lands, 
ten thousand five hundred and sixteen acres; and the 
number hable to taxation, two hundred and seventy-four 
thousand. Daveiiport is thus defined : All the sections 
(fractional) contained in township seventy-eight, Kange, 
three East, fifth Meridian, in all, twenty-one thousand, 
seven hundred and forty acres. The survey of the latter 
was completed in March of 1837. 

Lots (which on the old site are laid out 84x150) sold 
during this year for from hfty to two hundred dollars — ^a 
decrease in value from the year previous. 
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CHAPTER VX. 

Contest for Coimtv Sen t~lm porta tiou from Uubnqne—Ro?u]t— County Com- 
niissioner.s— Renewal of County Scat Contest— Newspaper Magniloquence — 
Death of Black Hawk— U id Burying Ground— Summary. 

The act providing for an election for County Seat, to 
take place iu rcbriiary of 1838, absorbed almost every- 
thing else at the commenceineut of this year. The advan- 
tages occurring to the locality which should hold the seat 
of justice, were sufficiently important to be worthy of no 
small sacrifice. Appreciating this fact, the inhabitants of 
both places entered into the contest with a determination 
to win at every hazard — and the encounter, headed in each 
case by men of means, and keen practical sagacity, was no 
child's play, as will be presently seen. 

The ieadin tr men on the Rockingham side were Pr. Bar- 
rows, Willard Barrows, Gen. G. B. Sargent, Ebenezer 
Cook, John P, Cook, a Mr. Clark, of Buffalo ; Mr. Robert- 
son, John Sullivan, and a Mr. Thellen 

Under the Davenport standard were rallied G. L. Dav- 
enport, James Mcintosh, Antoinc LeClaire, G. 0. R. 
Mitchell, Levi S. Colton, D. C. Eldrcdge, Sheriff Wilson, 
and Captain Fitch — although the latter is suspected by 
Posterity of praying " Good Lord ! Good Devil I" 

Headers will recognize in the above not only men of 
shrewd perception and indefatigable perseverance, but also 
in the lirst-named, a few who have left their first love, and 
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who now consider Davenport aa "fondly their own" as 
ever they did Hockingham. Headed hy suck men, the 
battle wag long, sanguinary and (errijio^ if one may be al- 
lowed the latitude of moderate hyperbole. 

The matter probably began l>y each party counting noses, 
and a discovery upon one sluo or the other that there was 
a deticiency. Which side lirat became aware of the fact, 
and resolved to supply it from abroad, it may be expedient 
not to question too closely — sufBice it, that a short time 
before the day of election both parties were engaged in 
recruiting legal voters — ^Rockingham in Cedar county, and 
Davenport in Dubuque. An individual, named Bellows 
holding a carte blanche from some seven Davenporters: — 
who suddenly discovered that Davenport was in want of 
laborers — started to Dubuque in the capacity of recruiting 
Sergeant. He proved himself a most excellent one, for a 
day or two prior to the election he returned with eleven 
sleigh-loads of miners, who, in consideration of one dollar 
per diem, food and whisky, and all other expenses, had 
agreed to labor a few days in Davenport, where they had 
understood there was a scarcity of hands at that particular 
juncture. To assert that they knew anything of a pend- 
ing election, were, perhaps, unwise, and, mayhap, at the 
same time, unjust to the worthy gentlemen who had hired 
them. Their arrival was the beginning of a grand carni- 
val. Houses were illuminated, boiilires streaked the face 
of scowling night with roseate joy, iirocessions were fomied, 
gunpowder exploded, whisky gurgled everlastingly, and 
men with tumblers in hand, and elbows bent, were every- 
where looking skyward. ' 

The memorable nineteenth of February made its appear- 
ance — the day appointed by Legislative powers as the day 
of election. The town was tilled with miners — ^roarincr. 
patriotically drunk. They were Americans — to vote 
is the glorious, blood-bought, inalienable right of Ameri- 
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cans, and so they voted. They were the fiercest, raggedest, 
most God-foraakeu crowd under the heavens — to challenge 
them was useless, for to theifl perjury was notbiDg ; to at- 
tempt forcible resistaDce were madness, and so, what could 
oar citizens do but let them vote unchallenged and unre- 
sisted, as they wisely did ? 

Tlio luiuers voted, and left soon after. They drank 
during their brief sojourn three hundred gallons of whisky, 
and other liquors, and cost those "who brought them, for 
transportation, and other expenses, over {8,000 ! It may 
be well to state that $1200 of this amount was absorbed by 
Mr. Bellows — he having received the amount towards pay- 
ing their expenses, but which he put into his own pocket, 
together with |800 which he received for his own services. 

Upon counting votes, it appeared that Davenport was 
ahead — ^the Dubuque miners were too many for the Cedar 
county wood-choppers. The returns were sent to Dubuque, 
to the Sheriff and Commissioners, but their decision was 

valueless, for Dr. Barrows had visited Gov. Dodge, and 
made such representations of tlie stupendous frauds com- 
mitted on the part of Davenport, that the election was an- 
nulled. So ended the j&rst battle — with emaciated pocket- 
books, both parties rested on their arms. Rockingham, 
however, had the advantage, for the County Commis- 
sioners were elected the next month from Rockingham, 
and also met there. 

Maj. Wilson — now of Eock Island — received the first 
appointment of Sheriff in Scott county. 

In the Spring of this year, A. LeClaire laid out an ad- 
dition to the site of two blocks in width, extending from 
Harrison street to Brady, and up to Seventh, It is known 
as LeClaire's First Addition. This addition hiy upon the 
Reserve, and as the title was perfect, it was a desirable 
locality. Lota were sold on long time — in prices ranging 
from one hundred to five hundred dollars, with the proviso 
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that each bujer should improve his lot, within one year, to 
the amount of five hundred dollars. Some thirty houses 
were built upon it during the year, which was the first 
marked improveme nt in the growth of the place. 

It may, perhaps, be not uninteresting to give the first 
day's proceeding of the Board of Commissioners. It met 
at the store of H. W. Higgins, in llockingbam : 

Present — I>euj. F. Pike, and Andrew W. Campbell. 

The Board proceeded to the appointment of a Clerk. 

Ordered^That Ebenezer Cook be appointed Clerk to 
the Board. 

Ebenezer Cook having appeared in pursuance of his ap- 
pointment, and taken the oath of ofiice, entered upon his 

duties as Clerk. 

Ordered — That the Clerk take the necessary steps to i 
procure from the Secretary of the Territory, a seal tor the 
use of this Board. 

Ordered^That this Board do meet, at its April Session, 
in the town of Rockingham. 

Ordered — ^That Benj. F. Pike be allowed three dollars 
for one day's service as County Commissioner. 

Ordered— That Andrew W. Carter be allowed three dol- 
lars for one day's service as County Commissioner. ? 

Ordered — That Ebenezer Cook be allowed three dollars j 
for one day's service as Clerk. 

And the Board adjourned to Session in course." 

It will be seen that the largest ** service*' by which they 
claimed three dollars, was the labor of votiug themselves 
the amount. Alfred Carter was the third Commissioner 
elected, but he did not participate in the laborious ser- 
vices" of the first sitting. 

July fourth was marked not only as the era of our 
National Independence, but as the day also upon which 
the District of Iowa was separated from Wisconsin, and be- 
came the Territory of luvva; Koht. Lucas, of Ohio, was 
8 
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appointed Governor, and Wm. B. Conway, of PeniiBylvama, 
Secretary. The Counties of Scott, Muscatine, Louisa, 
Slaugtiter and Jolinson, were constituted the Second 
Judicial District, and were assigned to Joseph Williams. 
The District C<mrt met for the first time, tlie " first Thurs- 
day after the first Monday in October" at Davenport At 
thirt time, Wisconsin had thirteen counties, and 18,148 in- 
habitants^; Iowa sixteen counties, and a population ot22,859. 
Scott and Clinton cotinties formed one election District, 
and elected one member to the Council, and two to the 
House of the Territorial Legislature. 

Ill the Summer of this N cai, the first brick houso was 
erected by J). 0. Eldredge. It is still standing on the 
south-east corner of Main and Third streets. JS^early at 
the same time, the brick building, now used by the Sisters 
in Catholic Block, was completed as a Church. The first 
Presbyterian organization was completed this year. 

At ^ special session of the "Wisconsin Legislature, held in 
June 01 this year, at Biu'linj^ton, an act was passed for 
the holdinfr of a new election in Scott coiintyy for the seat 
of justice, to be held on tlie third Monday of August. 
It provided a sixty day's residence as qualitication for a 
voter. 

Then the war began again. The most liberal induce- 
ments were held out lor settlers — lots were sold at half or 
quarter prices, or given away to secare residents, liock- 
inirham, which was subject to partial inundation in times 
of high water, was subject to many a witticism and carrica- 
tnre. Among the latter, was a Mr. Hedges, represented 
as wading the sloagh that surrounds the town, with his 
wife upon his back, and the water breast-high— this was 
founded upon laet. Anotlier pictured Gen. Sargent, lead- 
ing ft company of men to the polls. The men hesitate 
upon the brink of the slough, but tlio General bravely 
plunges in, and wades to the middle. Come on, men, 



its only so deep !" cries lie as he turns to his company, with 
the water reaching close to his iieck. James Mcintosh, 
and others, commeaaced the work oi' a ihcu'oiigh canvass, 
and the " din of preparatiou" resounded loud &nd deep 
from both camps, prognosticating another fnrious straggle. 

About this time, Mr. A. Logan made bis appearance 

with materials for a printing office. There was no little 
strife between liockingliam and Davenport, as to which 
should obtain him. Extremely liberal offers were made 
bim on both sides — such as now would gladden the heart 
of the printer with a joy uuknown to modern supporters of 
these type-sticking pilgrims. Both places recognized the 
infinite benefit which a paper would render them in build- 
ing up the towns — of the emigration it would influence, 
and the reputation which it would give the place al>road. 
Another election was impending lor County Seat, and the 
aid of a paper would be to either side invaluable. Whether 
Mr. Logan was influenced mainly by the liberal offers 
made him, or by the superior locality of D^yeupQit-^ 
certain it is, however, that one fourth day of August, 1838, 
there appeared the first number of the "Iowa JSkn and 
Davenport and Kock Island News; which — as we learn 
from its salutatory — is designed to cast its rays over the 
moral and political landscape, regardless of those petty 
interests and local considerations which might contract its 
beams.'* And in order to more readily accaniplish this, 
we are further told that, "we have selected the center 
(Davenport,) of the system aroimd which fifll our terrltoiiafl 
interests harmoniously revolve." 

The election was held, and Rockingham had a majority 
of fifteen votes. Mr. James Molntosh, and John J^orrest, 
Esq., after some hard riding, and much swearing, (in a 
legal way of course,) secured affidavits — ^in many cases from 
the voters themselves — proving that twenty fraudulent 
votes were cast on the Hockingham side. These being 
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transmitted to the Sheriff and Com mi ssi oners at Dubuque, 
were acted upon by them, and resulted in their declaring, 
on the eighth of September, that the seat of justice should 
be permanently located at Davenport Rockingham, 

however, carried tlie matter before llic judicial tribunals, 
where it remained a year or so, and where we shall meet it 
again in its proper place. 

In dismissing the subject, until it is met again in 1840, 
it will not be amiss to insert a note in regard to both 
])laces, and the contest, for which we are indebted to the 
veteran pen of Willard Barrows, Esq.,— -formerly a resident 
of Eockingham, but now one of Davenport's most esteemed 
citizens : 

" Bockingham was laid out by CoL John Sullivan, of 
Lyonsville, Ohio, and A. H. Davenport, Esq., now of 
LeGIaire, in this County, and although the ground upon 
which it was located, much of it, was low, and subject to 
overflow, yet its situation, directly opposite the mouth of 
Rock River, which, at that time, was supposed to ])e nav- 
igable, gave it so much importance as to attract attention 
— so much 80, that in 1888 and '9, it contained some 
twenty-five or thirty houses. The early settlers of Rock- 
ingham were an enterprising and intelligent people, and 
noted for their hospitality and social intercourse with one- 
another, many of whom are now among the xuost respecta- 
ble citizens of Davenport. 

One of the most prominent causes of its downfall and 
decay, was the long and unsettled question of the County 
Seat. For several years the struggle was carried on be- 
tween Bockingham and Davenport, with varied success to 
either party. All the ingenuity and wit of the parties were 
resorted to — the Law of the Territory, at that time, in re- 
gard tu such questions, was anythiug but pointed ; and 
great latitude was given to construe it to suit the wants of 
either party. At the elections held for the decision of 



PAST AND PBJSSBNT. 61 



tho case between the two towns, the inhabitants of 
of Illinois were invited over to vote. Men were imported 
from Dubnque and Galena at great expense — ^the ballot- 
box was stuffed, and the poll-books showed a population 
that, for years after, it was hard to find. The final settle- 
ment of the question, however, was arrived at, by the 
citizens of Davenport agreeing to build the Conrt House 
and Jail free of expense to the Coiintv, which they did. 
The treaty of peace was made at liockingliam in the winter 
of 1840, and ratified by a ball given at the Eockiugham 
Hotel, where not less than fifty couple were in attendance, 
among whom were some of our *largest and wealthiest 
citizens. 

Daring- the wliole of this contest, tliere was the utmost 
good feeling and gentlemanly conduct apparent in the 
whole transaction, and, to this time, it is often the source 
of much merriment among the actors of that day ; and is 
looked upon only as the freaks and foKks" of a frontier 
life." 

In September a stock company was toi med to erect a 
School House— sliure^ ten dollars. A meeting of stockhold- 
ers was called the 16th to elect a building committee, &c. 
Some members held more than one share, and were thereby 
entitled to more than one vote, but some ultra-Democrat 
moved that all should fare alike in this particular. It was 
voted down, and, thereupon, the indignant Jupiter Tonaus 
thus diBcoursed. For a specimen of tall traveling by such 
a varicose-legged apparatus as his Pegasus must have been, 
it is unequalled. 

That insatiable thirst for power, which is so dominant in 
man as well as beast, requires an Argus to watch ahd detect 
its Jinius (!) windings, and a Herculean force to destroy 
its hydra niacdiinations I If that noblo and magnanimous 
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bird, which we have adopted for our emblem, should bear 
sucii sciitimeiits avowed, and would not eai^erly part with 
every quill to record danmatioa to tlie principle, I would 
pluck her from her towenng Eriy^ and make her the cojn- 
panion of owls and ravens ! Is there a star in the splendid 
galaxy which bespangles our banner, that would not blush 
in token of disapprobation to such sentiments, I would 
blot it forever from the pure etberial ether in which it 
shines!'* 

The assertion, exnihilOy nihil fit seems contravened in this 
case — ^for all this burst of eloquence about that conirostral 
blrd^the Eagle — and the bannered-star and Jinius (!) and 
Argus, grew from the resolution of a company of stock- 
holders to allow a member having four shares to have four 
votes ! Sorrv is my pen that it cannot confer immortality 
upon the writer of the above, as cotemporaneous records 
make no mention of his name — nor do they even mention 
whether the Eagle handed over her quills, or the star 
blushed," or whether either or both received the dire pun- 
ishment which "Anthony*** threatened. We but know 
that the Eagle still roosts in the solitary grandeur of her 
" j5'r/j/," and that the Star still waves proudly in "etberial 
ether" over the " land of the free and home of the brave." 

The county commenced improving rapidly—roads were 
laid to its limits from all parts, and emigration began 
slowly to dot the back country with log-houses and wheat- 
stacks. The village for two years had passed from its 
ruder character, and was beginuiug to assume prominence 
abroad as a health v, and one of the most beautiful localities 
on the Mississippi. A writer, in August of that year, thus 
says of Davenport : 

" Two years ago it had but one family, now upwards of 
thirty, and has three large store buildings, a large hotel, 
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two o^roceries, two forwarding and commission houses, and 
an elegant brick chapel has been commenced : and more 
than one hundred dwellings will be under contract the en- 
suing year. Now, as I stand here overlooking the rapid 

increase and improvement, (in spite of all the uncertainty 
of preemption titles,) T tliink it re(|uires but little faith to 
call I^avenport an embryo Cincinnati.*' 

Keen-yisioned seer I Posterity will, undoubtedly, at 
some future time, recognize his prophetic character. 
A writer in the " Army and Navy Reguter" of that 

date, says: "At onr feet, and on tlie gentle declivity 
between the bluff and tlie river, is situated the village of 
Davenport. The location is not exceeded by any on the 
Mississippi, or in the world, either for health, beauty, or 
the fertility of its soil." Any quantity of extracts similar 
in import, might be given from cotemporary papers, show- 
ing the high position which our place at once took in the 
public estimation, as being unequalled in the superb beauty 
of its location. 

In regard to the fertihty of the soil, the jS^w, of Septem- 
ber, says : " We yesterday saw a Water Melon, raised 
about one and a half miles west of the village, which 
measured four feet one way, and three and a half the other 
— ^and weighed forty and a half pounds. Another gentle- 
man has a puiiipkin vine, on wLich, he says, he counted 
shbf-eifiht (jood nizal jjujVjiklns /" These facts speak volumes 
for the farming country adjacent to Davenport. 

The editor of the Sun has not a few articles in his sheet 
eulogistical of the mammoth vegetables which, from time 
to time, were laid upon his table, by subscribers anxious 
for a " puff** — of the soil. He was once, however, badly 
sold. Mr. D. A. Burrows resolved to astonish him, and 
for this purpose stuck a half dozen, or more, large potatoes 
so nicely together with pegs, that they seemed one growth. 
The editor was hugely delighted with the present. It was 
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to Other potatoes wliat elephants are to mice^and he 
trumpeted the fact accordingly, defying any other soil 
under the sun to produce its equal. It hung in the sanc- 
tum a long time, and was a source of patriotic pride hoth 
to the worthy editor and all spectators. But one day a 
piece of the monster fell oH — and revealed a hard woody 
suhstance protruding, which excited curiosity. A nearer 
examination revealed a peg, and a little more revealed 
the entire internal economy of the potatoe. The worthy 
votary of the Quill was highly incensed at the de- 
noument, and did not puff a mammoth vegetable for three 
whole weeks. 

At the first election, held under the new territorial law, 
in September, P. H. Mngle, for Delegate to Congress, re- 
ceived three hundred and nine votes. The whole number 
of votes cast for Delegate was four hundred and twenty- 
six. J. "W. Parker, for member of Council, two hundred 
and forty-four — ^for Representatives, J. A. Burchard, and 
"W". Harlan received, the former, two liundred and 
thirtv-fonr, the latter, two hundred and three. The Dis- 
trict included Scott and Clinton counties. 
I In the next month the first District Court met. On mo- 
I tion of G. C. R. Mitchell, Esq., W. B, Conway, James 
Grant, Rufus Harvey, Simon Meredith, Edward Southwick, 
and J. "Wilson Dewy, Esqs., were admitted. On motion of 
Mr. AVoods, J. W. Parker was also admitted. This, from 
the Iowa Suti, is all the notice wc have of the doings of 
this, our first District Court Organisation. 

We are also informed in the same paper, that the editor, 
^< after considerahle enquiry,'' has ascertained that sheep 
do well here." This is not particularly important^ save 
that it recalls an anecdote of that well-known gentleman, 
Mons. A. LcCluirc^as lie was termed in those days. 
It seems that some one engaged in the sheep business, 
i had secured Mr. X<e01aire's service to transport a large 



PAST ANI> PRESENT. 



flock of sheep across tlie river — aa lie wished to reacli some 
point on tlii^ side ,and the only available ferriage was to be 
obtained here. After getting them over, the sheep driver 
sheared tliern, and was indebted to Mr. LeOlaire also for 
pasture during the operation. Upon leaving, he presented 
Mr. LeClaire the fleeces as payment for his trouble, and 
went on. Wool was then worth some forty cents a pound, 
and the large pile Avas almost a moderate fortune to any 
one. I>at Mr. LeClairo did not then know as much of 
wool as he did of interpretini^ — it seemed simply a huge 
pile of refuse, utterly valueless. Accordingly he sum- 
moned his men, ordered them to pile brush on the wool, 
and set fire to it! It was done, and, as he traveled off, 
with fingers upon his nose to shut out the intolerable 
fume of the burning wool, lie eonclndod that "such a 
cursed stench was poor pay for all his trouble!" Most 
readers, who have ever "smelt woUen," will join heartily 
in his conclusion. 

D. 0. Eldredge was appointed P. M. this Fall. Mails 
came from the East and left ma Stephenson, Sundays ; to 
and from the I^orth via Dubucpie, weekly; do. ^Vest via 
Saiibointon, weekly; and do. from iSouth via Burlington, 
twice each week. 

On the third of October, Black Hawk breathed his last, 
at his village on Des Moines River. He was buried near 
the banks of the river, in a sitting posture, us is customary 
with his tribe. His hands grasped his cane, and his body 
was surroniided by stakes, which united at the top. A 
large number of whites were present, and did honor to the 
occasion of his interment by their sympathy and numbers. 
1^0 monument rears itself to mark the resting-place of his 
dust— nor does he need it. His deeds have conferred a 
name upon him, which will outlast a dozen granite piles — 
a name which will last as long as Patriotism shall be re- 
membered as a Virtue. 
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The 3anal place of Davenport was, at this time, on the 
Bluffs, near the comer of Sixth and Famam streets, on the 
ground now occnpied by the house and lot of Wijlard Bar- 
rows. Dr. Emerso^t, a gentleman well-known as tlie 
original owner of fJral Scott, was buried here. The re- 
mains have since been removed. The same spot was also 
the target-ground tbr the cannon of the Fort, before it was 
dismantled. Many an iron relic will yet be exhumed 
when the bluffis graded — ^if such ever will happen. 

The population of the County at the close of 1838> was 
one thousand. The number of boats passing averaged 
about £ve per diem. The river closed December seven- 
teenth. Wheat was worth twenty^five cents per bushel ; 
Oats thirty-five cents ; l*otatoes one dollar. Pine lumber 
was brought from Cincinnati, and was worth from forty 
dollars to sixty dollars per thousand. Oak lumber was 
sawed in the neighborhood, and was worth thirty-live dol- 
lars per thousand. About two thousand bushels of wheat 
were raised in the County. The number of buildings in 
the village was about fifty. 

The receipts of the County were four hundred ninety- 
seven dollars fifty three cents, and its expenses seven 
hundred eighty-one dollars fifty cents. 

The building this year was mostly upon the Addition of 
A. LeClaire — ^the title to this was unexceptional, while 
purchasers were fearful of that by which the site below 
Harriscii street was held. The number of buildinixs 
erected made it a busy year — while the tide of emigration, 
which was setting into, and flowing through, made money 
plenty, and every department of industry active. Still this 
activity was simply relative — ^in general there was not 
much to do, save to watch claims, and bide the efiects of 
time. A Lyceum was started at Stephenson this winter, 
'in which some of our citizens joined. Social enjoyment 
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consisted mainly in discussing apple-toddies, the patriot 
war, and speenlating upon the probabilities of Davenport's 
reaching a hundred thousand inhahitantSk 
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CHAPTEli VII. 

Financial Condition of County — Militia — Territorial Council — Meetings — Town 
of Davenport Organized — Growth of Village— NaTigation of Bock River^ 
First Ghurch — ^Subscribers — ^Fire Department — Original Temperance Society 
— SohoolB—Death of W. 6. Gonway—Resolations. 

It may be a matter of cariosity to many to know the ex- 
penses and receipts, in detail, of the County, during the 
first year of its existence. The following is the statement 
for the year ending Jauuarj, lSo9 ; 

RECEIPTS. 



For licenses to merchants and pedlars, ?120 75 

« " tavern keepers, 74 75 

c( « u ferry " 00 

Fine against Boilc & McConnel for selling goods 

without a license, 10 00 

Tax on John Wilson's ferry charter, 20 00 
From collector of taxes, on account of tax list of 

1888, 249 03 



(497 53 

BXPENDIIUKES. 

Expeiiaes of meeting of Commissioners, inclnding 
pay of Commissioners, Clerk, Bheriif, and 
rent of rooms, J 138 OD 

Expenses of laying out new roads, 166 75 
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Assessing, 

Book and stationary for use ot County, 
Expenses of five elect) oqs, 
Expenses District Court, October Term, 
Extra services of Clerk, 
Expenses of copies of road law, ferty law, &c, 



•> 



56 25 

26 52 
231 35 
115 63 

37 50 
9 50 



$781 60 
497 53 



Excess, 



9781 50 



The tas list for 1838, was eight hundred ninety-one dol- 
lars forty cents, of which only some two hundred forty- 
nine dollars three cents had been collected. If all had 
been, there would have remained to the County a balance 
of three hundred fifty-eight dollars forty cents. 

This statement will give the reader a very fair idea of 
tho financial condition of the County at that time. 

An act having been passed by the Territorial Legislature 
to organize and discipline the Militia of the Territory, Gov. 
Lucas, in June, issued a general order dividing the Terri- 
torv into Military districts. The counties of Scott, Cedar, 
and Linn, formed the first reo;iment, and a part of the 
second brigade, and were included in the third General 
Division. John H. Sullivan, of Scott county, was ap- 
pointed one of the Aids-de-Oamp to the Commander-in- 
Chief. Oiily one drill was ever had here, which will be 
noticed in its proper place. 

The first session of the Territorial Lesrislature was by no 
means harmonious. The Governor eudeavored to check 
the expenditures of the TiCgislature, which was resented by 
tlie latter; and a resolution was passed, in which they 
assert that the Governor " is not invested with advisatory 
or restraining powers over the Legislature, further than the 
disapproval of bills, memorials, and resolntions, presented for 
his signature." A committee, also, consisting of James W. 
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Grimes, C. Swan, Laurel Snminers, aud Hawkins Taylor, 
reported that the Governor had no right to veto certain 
bills of expenditure passed by the Legislature. 

This Beport created considerable ezcitemefit, and meet- 
insrs were held everywhere to take action upon it. One 

was held at the house of Col. T. C. Eads, in Parkhurst, at 
which (tov. Lucas was cordially nplicid, his patriotism 
eulogised, and his statesmanship, virtues, and private life, 
unequivocally lauded and endorsed. 

The following appointments were made by the Legisla- 
ture and Governor for Scott county i Willard Larrows, 
Notary Public; Ebenezcr Cook, Judge of Probate ; Adrian 
H. Davenport, Sheriff ; Isaac A. Hedges, and John Porter* 
Justices of Peace for Scott county. 

The town of Davenport was incorporated by this Legis- 
lature. The first election for township officers was held 
April first. Rodolphus Bennett was elected Mayor, Frazer 
Wilson jKecorder, and Dr. A. C. Donaldson, D. C. Eldredge, 
John Forrest, Thomas Dillon, and Oapt. John Litch, 
Trustees. 

The river opened February twenty-eighth. There was, 
during this winter, scarcely any snow, and the whole season 
was more like Spring than aught else. Business opened 
briskly this Spring, as the following from the April number 
of the Sim shows t " Since the opening of navigation our 
lovely little village has been thronged with travelers and 
emigrants. The tide of emigration is so great to this place, 
that it is almost impossible to procure houses to accommo- 
date them; although our carpenters are busily engaged in 
putting up bouses, yet still, they are filled as fast as erected, 
and the demand appears to increase. The demand is so 
great that it requires six or eight houses to be completed 
w^eekly to supply the wants of emigrants. Forty or fifty 
lots have been sold the past week. Our wharves, or rather 
our shores, are crowded with families and merchandize. 
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Our farmers have sowed their P])ring-wljeat, oats, and flax, 
and our prairies are in many places covered with a mantie 
of green, bespangled with the most beantifal flowers !" 

These facts, for people in Pennsylvania, !N'ew York, and 
the Few England States, are full of interest. Such a time, 
as early ia April, Eastern lariners are scarcely, if ever, free 
from snow-banks and chilling ^viM(Ls, a contrast which shows 
the immense superiority of Iowa in geniality. 

The steamboat arrivals were from one to seven each day. 
The Town Council held its first Session April twentieth* 
James M. Boling was appointed Treasurer, "Wm, l^ichols 

Street Conimissionei-, aud W. II. Patten Mar<~>hul. 

An advertisement, iu April, states tliat the light draught 
keel-boat, G. M. Searl, will start from Stephenson, and go up 
Rock Biver to Rockford. It need scarcely be added that 
boats do not now ascend this stream. 

A company was organized about this time, which was 
called the <^ Eock River and Mississippi Steam Navigation 
Company/' Their object is indicated in the name. 
Daniel G. Gornsev, G. C. R. Mitchell, and Sylvester Tal- 
cott, were Directors, Antoine LeOlaire Treasurer, and Geo. 
Myers, Secretary. Although most of these gentlemen b^ve 
now a sufficiency of the world's goods, it is not probable 
that they made a very large share by the navigation of 
Rock River. 

Tlie extensive pineries of "Wisconsin began to send their 
pr(Mliicts to Davenport this year by way of rafts — and 
brought frcnu thirty dollars to thirty-five dollars per 
thousand ieet. 

At the third meeting of the Town Council, in May, Dr. 
Donaldson resigned his seat, and Andrew F. Russel was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. On motion, it was Resolved, 
That the temporary seal of this Council be an American 
twenty-five cent piece. 

On the twenty-third of May, St. Anthony's Church was 
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dedicated by Rt. Rev. Bishop Loraa, of Dubuque, assisted 
by Very Rev. S. Muzzuclielli. The Catholic Advocate thus 
speaks of the matter, after highly compiimeottDg the 
beauty of the place : 

**Mr. Antoine LeClaire, a wealthy Frenchman, and a 

zealoLis and exemplary Christiaii, in partnership with Mr. 
Davenport, has generously granted totlie Catljolic Congre- 
gation, in the very centre ot the town, a whole square, in- 
cluding ten lots, in the middle of which he has built, partly 
at his own expense, a iioe brick Church, with a school- 
room attached. * * * In order to lay in Daven- 
port a lasting foandation for the Catholic religion, our 
Bishop has purchased half a square for a hospital, and 
several olLer lots for purposes of the same kind. * * 
* The Church has St. Peter for its primary, and St. 
Anthony for its secondary patron." 

The Rev, Mr. Pelamourgues, who first assumed charge 
of the Church, still retains it 

As this was the iirst Church erected in Davenport, it 
may not be uninteresting to publish the list of subscribers, 
and other matters connected with its foundation : 

»* At a meeting of the Catholics of Davenport and vicinity, 
held on the first day of December, 1839, for the purpose of 
regulating the Church aecouots of said town, the following 
resolutions were unauiniously adopted : 

1, Solved, That a Board ox three Trustees be regularly 
elected by the Congregation, to open a subscription, collect 
its amounts, and pay all standing debts incurred for the 
purchase of Llie ground and for the building of St Anthony's 
Church of Davenport 

2, Besolved, That the Trustees be elected for the term 
of three years, and that after said period, a new election of 
Trustees shall be made. 

3, Jtesolved, That the ilev. John A. Pelamourgues, 
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Antoine LeClaire, and G-eo. L. Davenport, be the Trnstees 
of the Catholic Congregation of Davenport and vicinity, 
for the purpose and time above mentioned. 

SAMUEL MUZZUCHELLI, Secretary. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS TO PAY FOR ERECTING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

OP DAVENPORT. 





Sibbseribed, 


Faid. 


Antoine LeClaire. 


S2500 00 


83500 00 


Bishop M. Loras, 


150 00 


150 00 


Hev. S. Miizznclielli, 


50 00 


20 00 


Kev. »r. A. M. PelamoarfiTueSt 


50 00 


22 00 


Hathaniel Mitchell, 


20 00 


20 00 


G. C. R, Mitchell, 


20 00 


20 00 


Adam NoeL 


25 00 




John Noel, 


25 00 




Georire L, Davenport. 


25 00 




George Meyers, 


25 00 




David Barrv, 


25 00 




Hicbard Bhiai, 


25 00 




C. Harold, 


25 00 




W. B. Watts, 


20 00 


10 00 


Otho a. M'Laiii, 


15 00 




Michael Riley, 


15 00 




Nareisse Yerten, 


25 00 




James O'Kelly, 


10 00 




Patrick Jb'ox, 


10 00 




Thomas O'Kelly, 


10 00 




Patrick Carrol, 


10 00 




Alexis LeClaire, 


10 00 


10 00 


David LeClaire, 


10 00 


10 00 


J limes ]jindsey, 


10 00 




James Wicks, 


8 00 


3 00 



1<> 
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Harvey Sturdevant, 


6 00 






i\ (id 






R on 




doim x>rossuiQ, 


O VV 






IK (1(1 




Ziodies* 


Suhscrihed. 


Paid* 


Mrs. Margiirct LeClaire, 


25 00 


10 00 


Mrs. Conway, 


15 00 


16 00 


Mrs. Eath Tracks, 


10 00 


10 00 


Mrs. Annie Finch, 


5 00 




Miss Felicite LeClaire, 


5 00 




^Mary Trucks, 


6 00 




^Mary Iions^, 


5 00 




■ Matilda Lung, 


5 00 




Marv Finch, 


1 00 




Sarah Ann Lindsey, 


5 00 




EXPSN8BS« 






A Lot 320 feet square in the town of Davenport, 


$2500 00 


Brick for building the Church, 




827 00 


Lumber and Shingles, 




843 25 


Hardware, 




167 60 


Glass, putty, jjuints, oil painting, and glazing, 


206 00 


Mason work, 




488 00 


Carpenter work, 




589 00 


Plastering, 




263 50 


A bell, 




102 00 


Sundry articles for the Altar^ 




107 00 


Three Stoves, 




45 75 


Fuel, and two days labor, 




14 00 


LcClairo's Second Addition was laid out in May. It ex- 


tended East fix)m Brady street, and included sixteen blocks 

, 1 I-. ■ ■ 
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of ten lots each. Some sixty lots were sold the first week, 
on all of which the purchasers bound themselves to erect 
dvveUino:s in time, varvin^c from six to twelve months. 

The Bistrict Court held its second session in May. But 
little hushiess was done, and there was not, we are told, a 

single indictment against a jesident of Scott county.*' 
Good for the morals of our worthy predecessors. 

In the Augnst election of this year, there were three 
tickets put in nomination. One from Davenport, another 
at Ivockinghani, and a third called the Union ticket. The 
Rockingham faction elected their Representatives — ^Laurel 
Summers and J. M.Robertson — ^two out of the three County 
Commissioners ; Treasurer, Ira Cook ; Assessor, and most 
of the lesser officers. Davenport elected A. F. Russel, 
Surveyor, and J. Work, County Commissioner. 

The Davenport Ticket for Representatives were G. 0. R. 
Mitchell and Abner Beard. The election turned mainly 
upon the County Seat difficulty; and it is seen that Rock* 
ingham this time was ahead. This was owing to a union 
with the town of LeCIaire ; — ^tlie latter place being induced 
to work against Duveni)ort, in order to, at some future time, 
secure a division of the county, with LeCIaire as County 
Seat. To assist in bringing this about was the price paid 
by Rockingham to LeCIaire for its assistance — ^and most 
egregiously were our up-river friends of LeCIaire humbug* 
ged by this promise. 

The level established by the town Council, from which 
all grades were to be taken, was the "south door sill" of 
Antoine LeC'laire's store on Front street. Wlieji anything 
was reported as being so much above or below level, it 
was understood to mean simply so much above or below 
the said door sill. The same meeting organized the first 
Fire Department. This consisted in obliging every man 
inhabiting a house to have In his possession two fire-buckets, 
and to use thorn in case of a fire. 
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The original Temperance Society Tnade its appearance 
about tliis time. Tlie Kev. Mr. Tiiruer claims its paternity. 
He lectured twice so powerfallj, that his total absti nance i 
pledge received fifty-six signatures at once. The Mayor, 
Mr. Bennett, was its first President, upon its organization, 
August sixth. It commenced with some eighty members. 

A "Female Seminary" was opened in September by the 
Misses O'llara. Tiie Davenport Forutn'' also made its 
debut about this time. The "Rock Island SeminarT" was \ 
also in existence at this time, under the care of Eev. M. \ 
Hummer. A common school was also opened about the 
same time by a Mr. Blood. ' 

About the first of October, or thereabouts, a steam ferry 
boat was started between this place and Stephenson by 
John Wilson. It was a -luali institution, comparatively, I ! 
but was inlinitely superior to the flat boats which had 
hitherto labored between the two places. 

November sixth was a dark day in the calendar of events 
— for it is marked as one upon which the gifted TVh. B. 
OoNWAT, Secretary of the Territory, departed from his 
sphere of usefulness, and from the presence of friends and 
admirers, "to return no more." He died at Burlington, 
and Ills body was received hereon the ninth, by a Commit 
tee appointed for the purpose, and was conveyed to St. 
Anthony's Church, where the solemn services for the dead 
were performed by the lie v. Father Felamorgues. A meet- 
ing was held on the morning of the ninth, whose proceed- 
ings are given in full : 

PuBMC Mbetino. — At a meeting of the citizens of Dav- 
enport, convened at Davenport Hotel on Saturday, Nov. 9, 
1839, to testify their respect for the memory of William B. 
Conway deceased, late Secretary of the Territory of Iowa, 
T. S. Ho^^e was called to the chair, and G. C. R. Mitchell 
appointed Secretary. 

On motion, it was ordered that John H. Thorington, 
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Thomas S. Hoge, Dnncan 0. Eldredge, Ira Cook, G. C. E. 

Mitchell, lUchard Pearce, Antoinc Lc Claire and John 
Owens, be appointed a Conuiiittee to make the necessary 
arrangemeDts for the funeral of the deceased, and also to 
draft and report reBolutions expreBsive of the sense of this 
meeting. 

The committee having retired for a short time reported 

the following resolutions which were iiiiauiixiously adopted. 

Mesolvedj That this "meeting has heard with the most 
profound regret of the death of William B. Conway, Esq. 
late Secretary of the Territory of Iowa. Possessing a 
mind richly cultivated and improved, a disposition amiahle 
and kind, he was generous and hospitable ; of manners 
tlie most bland and courteous, respected, honored and be- 
loved by all who knew him. We feel that in his death 
this neighborhood has lost its brightest ornament and the 
Territory one of its ablest and most worthy officers and 
highly valued citizens. 

2. Resolved^ That this meeting sincerely condole with 
the family of the deceased, in their severe and deep afflic- 
tion, and pray tbiit He who tempers the blast to the shorn 
lamb, may support and protect them. 

K« Besolvedy That as a mark of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, we will wear the usual badgo of mourning 
for thirty days. 

4. Resolvedy That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and Secretary, and the Iowa Sun 
and other papers throughout the Territory be requested to 
publish the same. 

5. Besolvedy That Antoine LeGlaire and G. C. E. 
] Mitchell be and they are hereby appointed a committee to 

deliver a copy of the proceedings of this meeting to the re- 
spected Widow of the deceased. 

TH. S. HOGE, Chairman. 

Qt. C. E, Mitchell, Secretary, 
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On the eleventh, a meettno: of the Bar of the Territory of 
Iowa was held at Burlington to testify respect to the 
memory of tlie deceased, and the following was their ex- 
pression. 

A distressing dispensation of Providence having de- 
prived us of the society oi' one of onr body, whom, during 
his residence among us, we had learned warmly to esteem, 
we feel called upon to express our deep regret for his un- 
timely death, and of the estimation which his amiable and 
excellent qualities universally commanded. Therefore — 

Resolved, That our brother, the late William B. Conway, 

Lad, by his amial)lc manners, unexceptionable deportment, 
as a member of the Bar, greatly endeared hiniself to his 
associates, the members of the Bar, of the Territory, gen- 
erally. 

JUaolvedy That by his death the Bar has been deprived 
of an able member, the Territory of a faithfu) officer and 
valuable citizen, ourselves of a devoted friend, and his wife 

and child of their only protector. 

Mesolvedy That we take this method of expressing our 
deep regret at his untimely death, and of our condolence 
with the relatives of the deceased, and of bearing testimo- 
ny to his many virtues. 

llcsohedy That we testify our respect for the memory 
of our deceased brother by wearing tlie usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

Resolvedy That David Rorer, Esq., present these resolu- 
tions to the Supreme Court of the Territory for the purpose 
of having them entered on the record of the Court 

OUAULES MASON, C'A<*^rwa;i. 
Wm. J. A. Bradford, Seeretarif. 
Burlington^ Mov, 11, 1839. 

A paint shop, by Eiddle k Morton, a wagon shop, by S. 
P. Whitney, and a drug store, by C. Lesslie, were opened 
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this year, and were the " first" of each kind. Four 
.churches were also organized— Congregatioual^ Disciple^ 
Baptist^ and Catholic. 
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OHAPTEK VIII. 

Close of 1839 — Missouri War— -Fiaanciai iStatementof ^ear 1839 — New Election 
for County fieat—Kesult. 

The celebrated " Missouri War" is ascribed to about this 
date. It arose from a dispute in regard to boundary — two 
liues having been run. The nortbern one cut off a strip of 
Iowa some six or eiglit miles in width, and from this portion 
Missouri endeavored to collect taxes. The inhabitants re> 
fused to pay them^ and the Missouri authorities endeavored, 
by sending a Sheriff, to enforce payment. A fight ensued, 
and an lowan was killed, and several taken prisoners. The 
news spread along the Biver counties and created intense 
excitement. War was supposed to be impending, or to 
have actually begun. 

(yoL Bodge, an individual somewhat noted as the one 
who, in connection with Theller, had been imprisoned by 
the Canadian aulhorities for a participation in the Patriot 
"War," had lately arrived here, after breaking jail in 

Canada. His arrival was opportune — a call for volunteers 
to march against Missouri was circulated, and was re- 
I sponded to by some three hundred men, who made Daven- 
port their rendezvous on the proposed day of marching. 
A motley crowd was it! Arms were of every kind 
imaginable, from pitchforks to blunderbusses^ and Queen 
Anne Muskets. One of the Colonels wore a common rusiy 
grass scythe for a sword, while Capt. Higginson, of Com- 
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pany A, had been fortunate eiioiiirli to find an old sword 
that an Indian had pawned for whisky, which he elegantly 
belted around him with a heavy log chain. 

The Parade ground was in front of the ground now occu- 
pied by the Scott House. Eefreshments were plenty, and 
** steam** was being rapidly developed for a start, when 
word came that peace was restored — Missouri having re- 
signed her claim to the disputed ground. The army was 
immediately disbanded, in a style that would do honor to 
the palmiest revels of Bacchus. Speeches were made, 
toasts drank, and a host of manceuvers, not in the military 
code, were performed, to the great amusement of all. Some, 
in the excess of patriotism and whisky, started on alone to 
Missouri, but lay down in the road before traveling far, and 
slept away their valor. A i^ivate, named Gnnn, v/as 
found hacking a log, with his gun and sword bent nearly 
double, under the impression that the inanimate body was 
a Missourian. 

Frequent allusions have been made, thus far, to the 
many good times'* had by the old settlers. It will not 
be inferred from it that they were dissipated or drunkards. 
Far from it. Some of the brightest lights now in the 
Church, at the Bar, and in private life, are tliose very men. 
They but complied with the character of the times, while 
absent from social refinements, and the elegance of older 
towns; almost all strangers to each other, and craving foi* 
that excitement, which now is indulged in the intercourse 
of hosts of friends, and friendly relations of long standing, 
they could not well do otherwise than they did. Mostly 
men from large cities, they were eunuied b}^ the compar- 
ative quiet of a frontier life, and to vary their listless lives 
resorted to stimulants, or whatever else would afibrd ex- 
citement. 

The following was the financial condition of Scott county 
at the beginning of the year 1840. It will showaa well, or 
11 
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better than anything else, the condition and growth of the 
county for the year past. As such facts are important, an 
apology is not deemed necessary for the introdnclion of \ 
tlio entire statement as made by the Commissioners. \ 

BBCSIPTS. 

Beceiyed for licenses to merchants, , 
grocers, tavern keepers, ferries : 

and pedlars, $ S69 49 

Keceived on account of tax list of 1 838, 649 53 \ 
« onaecountof taxlistof 1410 92 \ 

for fines and docket fees, 149 00 



P578 94 

SXPElfniTUIlIBS. 



For expenses of laying out new roads. 


9860 25 


(( 


of meetings of Commissioners, 


196 00 




rent of room for District Court for 






Commissioners and Clerks, 


136 50 




of elections for 1888, 


12 00 


u 


extra services of Sheriff, 1888, 


30 00 


«c 




53 26 


<« 


of District Court for 1888, 


21 10 


«( 


« « « 1839, 


257 50 


ii 


of printing, 


18 00 


(« 


books, stationary, and furniture 






for offices, 


89 78 


u 


service of Clerk of board of Com- 






missioners, 


163 00 


u 


of elections for 1889, 
taking and keeping prisoners, 


91 10 




115 12 


« 


of assessing property, 1839, 


64 00 




map of Scott county, 


10 00 
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For expenses paid for support of poor, 86 00 

" Attorney's Fee, 25 00 

" laying out a territorial road from 

Daveoport to County Seat of 
Linn county, 118 50 

amount refunded on account of 

excessive tax, 1888, 80 00 

<^ amount refunded on account of 

excessive tax, 1839, 8 15 

" amount paid treasurer for hi g com- 

mission for the years 18^8 and 
1889, 79 42 



91804 68 

STATEMJSNI Oi* THE FINANCES OF SCOTI COUNTY, JAN. 1, 1840. 

The Board of Commissioners have made allow-, 
anees on sundry accounts in the years 1888 
and 1889, amounting in all to $2506 71 

Of which amount the Treasurer has paid 2140 91 

And his vouchers have been examined and can- 
celled. 

Leaving the sum of 365 80 

Yet due from the County to individuals, as ap- 
pears from the books of said Commissioners. 
There is to be added to the above amount of 
92506 71 the sum of $79 42, for amount of 
commission paid Treasurer, 79 42 

The county has received from sundry sources in 
the years 1838 and 1889, as will appear from 
reference to the statements published, the 
sum of ?3076 47 

By the above statement it will be seen that there is in 
the County Treasury, at this time, the sum of $856 14, and 
that there is yet due from the County to individuals, the 
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sum of $3lio> bO, leaving a balance in the County Treasury, 
subject to future disposition bj the Commissioners, of 
%m 34. 

JOim WOEK, 

A. W. CAMPBELL, 

ALFRED CARTEE, 

Itockingham^ Jan, 9, 1840, Oountj/ Commimoners, 

In January a call for a meeting to orsranize an Agricul- 
tural Society, was put forth by A. LeClaire, G. C. R. 
Mitchell, andJames HalL The call was responded to, and 
a Society organized by appointing A. McGregor President, 
Or, 0. R. Mitchell Vice President, John Forrest Secretary, 
A. LeClaire Treasurer, and C. Rowe, James Hall, E< L. 
Davis, J. L. B. Franks, Isaac Hawley, Ira Cook, and 
Thomas Dillon, Directon^. 

The river did not close ujiposite Davenyiort until January 
14th. It, however, closed above the upper rapids in Decem- 
ber, and at Burlington January first* 

The several township elections were held in April. John 
H. Thorington was elected Mayor, Frazer Wilson Recorder, 
and Geo. L. Davenport, S. F. Whiting, J. W. Parker, John 
Forrest, and "William Nichols, Trustees. 

The river opened Marcli first, and emigrants began to 
arrive immediately. There were, at the time, about one 
hundred houses in the village. 

In May of this year the land sales for the original Du- 
buque county were held at Dubuque. Almost the entire 
Claim Confederation attended, armed to the teeth," in 
order to prevent operations fiom speculators. G. C. R. 
Mitchell, Esq., was appointed bidder for the Confederation, 
and as fast as the lots were put up they were struck off at 
one dollar twenty-five cents per acre. An A^udicating 
Committee was appointed from the Confederation, before 
whom all dbputes, in regard to claims, were settled, and 
thus the matter was speedily and harmoniously settled. 
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Two Patents, coveriog the old town limits, were given, one 

in 1840, and the other in 1841. 

In July the Supreme Court gave its decision upon the 
application of certain persons in Kockingham for a writ of 
mandamus against the Dnhuque Commissioners, command- 
ing them to make an entry upon their minutes to the effect 
that Rockingham was the County Seat The following is 
the order of the Court : 

SUPREME COURT, IOWA TERRITORY, JULY IEK,\I, 1840. 

The United States at the relation of) 
James H. Davenport, et al, j 

versus 

The Connty Oounuissioners of) 
l)ubuqiie County : j 

And now this day caine the parties, by their Attoruies, 
and the arguments of Council being concluded, and all the 
premises being fully examined into, and being understood 
by the Court : It is ordered by the Court here, that the 
motion of the relators be refused, and that the defendants 
go hence without day, and recover of said relators the 
costs of the Court in this behalf expended, for which ex- 
ecution rnay issue. 

I do hereby certify, that the above is a true copy of an 
order made in the above entitled canse, as appears on the 
records of the said Supreme Court. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
[Seal.] hand and affixed the temporary seal of said 
Supruinu Court, this tenth dav oi" J uly, 1^40. 
THOIi^^TON BAYLESS, Clerk, 

Supreme Court, Iowa Territory. 
The Court stated, in its opinion, that "we are clearly of 
opinion that we have no jurisdiction over the matter, and 
the motion for a peremptory mandamus will, of course, be 
denied.^' 
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A petition sitriitjd by three hundred and twenty-Bix in- 
habitants of Scott county, was immediately sent to the 
Legislature. It prayed for a new election. An Act was 
passed, in which was provided, that an election for Connty 
Seat of Scott county should he held on the fourth Monday 
in August, and that the electors should vote for Davenport 
or Rockingham, or the north-west fractional quarter of sec- 
tion number tbirty-four, township number seven ty-eigbt, 
north of range four, east of the lifth principal meridian. 
This latter point was at the mouth of Buck Creek, and 
was an unimproved portion of land of some ninety acres, 
which was to he donated, if it were decided that this 
should he the County Seat. 

A hond ^Yas entered into, by many of our citizens, agree- 
ing to give certain lots, or monies, if Davenport should be 
selected. Mr. LcClaire agrees in it to give certain speei- 
iied lots, or three thousand dollars in money — Q, Daven- 
port certain lots, or twelve hundred dollars. A very lib- 
era! subscription of sums ranging from five to five hundred 
dollars, was made over to the County Treasurer in the 
form of a bond. To make the matter doubly sure, a bond 
was entered into with the County by Messrs. A. LeClaire, 
Geo. Davenport, A. W. McGregor, J. II. Thorington, John 
Owens, Harvey Leonard, James Hall, R. Mcintosh, Jr., 
and "Wm. Nichols, in which they agreed to erect the Court 
House and Jail free of expense to the County, upon con- 
dition that the other bond should be made over to them. 

On the twenty-fourth of August tlie election wa^ held. 
Davenport received three hundred and eighteen votes, and i 
the point at the mouth of Duck Greek two hundred and 
twenty-one, giving the former a majority of ninety-seven. 
Rockingham voted against Davenport, with the exception 
of sixteen votes. This vote put a quietus on the matter, 
and terminated the long and spirited contest which had 
raged for over two years. It was not without its useful- 
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ness, for it developed the public-s|)intedness of both places, 
and gave to all engaged in it a very memorable lesson on 
the philosophy of Expenditures, It would be a heavy sum 
that would give the total of monies expended^ liquor drank, 
and finesse wasted in the conflict. 

T*arty lines began to be drawn somewhat at the local 
election of October. A. C. Dodge, Democratic Delegate 
to Congress, received at the same election two liundred 
and sixty-two votes; Rich, the Whig candidatcj received 
one hundred and seventy-two in the County. J. W. Parker 
was elected to the Council over James Grant, by a majority 
of four. Laurel Summers and J. M« Bobertson, Repre- 
sentatives; A. H. Davenport, Sheriff; J. D. Evans, Re- 
corder ; Ira Cook, Treasurer ; Ebenezer Cook, Judge of 
Probate, and E. Parkliurst, Public Administrator. It was 
not, however, until 1842 that separate Whig and LocoFoco 
tickets were put in nomination, and party lines distinctly 
drawn. 

The subject of a Western Armory was much talked of at 
this time. Among other points Rock Island was promin ent, 
as one affording facilities for the establishment of such an 
institution. Fuel in al)undance — immense water-power, 
facilities for shipment of materials, the healthful ness of the 
location, its connection, by the Mississippi, with important 
places, and the seaboard, were reasons justly urged for the 
selection of this point. Meetings were held, the usual 
preamble and resolutions were passed, in all places in the 
"West. A committee from Wasiiington made an examina- j 
tion of Pock Island, and other places, but nothing ever re* 
suited trom it. 

The subject of a Bank in Davenport was also much 
agitated, but nothing ever came of it more than speeches^ 
memorials and resolutions. 

A prominent institution of these times was the Daven- 
port Lyceum. Every week they discussed this thing or 
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that — mcluding questions of every nature, social, poliiioal 
or moral. It was doubtless the origin of much good. It is 
to be inferred, however^ that in course of time they de- 
scended from the high plane of purpose which they originally 
stood upon, for, the following notice appears in the Decem- 
ber number of the Sun : 

"Our Lyceum is becoming the subject of ridicule to 
many persons in our village, Iso subject, they say, can be 
discussed, but such as will tickle the fancy of weak females. 
Our Lyceum, it is true, converts what should be a hall of 
science, into a room to panegyrize the ladies; and, indeed, 
we have heard the most fulsome eulogies passed upon their 
character, in order to acquire the approving smiles of those 
present. If courtship is a science, then indeed is our 
Lyceum a most excellent school." 

The records of all time, from the case of Adam to that of 
Cleopatra, and down to the DavenportLyceura, are instinct 
with precedent and examples of men who have sacrificed 
upon the altar of feminity. 

From the report of the County Commissioners, at the 
close of 1S40, we learn that the receipts of the County were 
one thousand six hundred thiriy-live dollars and six cents, 
and its expenditures two thousand one hundred twenty-one 
dollars and thirty-seven cents. Davenport possessed at 
the time a population of about six hundred. LeClaire 
House was finished at an expense of thirty-five thousand 
dollars, and was by far the finest hotel on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi. Beneath it was a Reading Room, which, under 
tlio enterprise of Mr. l^ldredgo, afforded some thirty or 
forty leading papers ; and a Barber Shop and Post Oiiice. 
It was the grand center of attraction for everybody, and 
did more, perhaps, to promote the growth of intellectual 
intercourse than any other influence. Its capacious par- 
lors, reading rooms, its superiority in the elegancies of life 
to anything else in the West, made it deservedly attractive, 
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and hiorhlv beneficial in its influences. Mr. LeClaire de- 
serves no little honor for the liberal plan upon wMch ke 
conceived and executed LeOIaire House — ^for its comple- 
tion done more to build up the place than anything else of 
the day. 

When it is considered that since the commencement of 
the town, the entire Union was staggering under the effects 
of tke linaiicial crisis of 1837 ; and that commnuication 
with the East was a long and tedious operation^ the growth 
of Davenport is wonderful^ and demonstrates most fully, 
that it was based entirely upon a substantial and perma^ 
nent base. Had Davenport been a mere paper town, its 
beauty and healthfulness of location a myth, its advantages 
fictitious, it must, at that time, have become prostrated. 
On the contrary, it gradually increased — everything con- 
nected with it being so substantial and real, that capitalists 
everywhere confidently invested in it, and as confidently 
improved their possessions. 
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CHAPTBR IX. 

1841 — ^Finances — ^The Village — Duel— Court House suri Jail — ^Dayeiiport 
Oaeette— Prince De Joinrille — First Tbiop — 184S — Tempprance — B^nk 
—Population — Judge l^'illiams — Bible Society — Elections — 1843 — Cbwcbes 
— ^Electione — Major Wm. Gordon — 1844— Elections — Stage Lines — 1846 — 
liorder of Ool. I>aTeDport~-Iiidian Ceremony. 



STATEMENTS OP THE RFX'EirTS AND EXPENDITURKS OF IJIL 
COUNTY OF SCOXT, FOB. THE ¥EA£ £2fPIN& JAN. 1, 1S41. 



RECEIPTS. 

Eeceived for licenses to merchants, 

pedlars, grocers, and lines, $571 82 

Receivedoaaccount of taxlist of 1839, 131 81 

« on account oftax list of 1840, 748 05 

for fines and docket fees, 178 50 

from Sheriff, for estrays sold, 4 88 



$1685 06 

EXPENDITURES, 



For laying out County roads, $117 50 

" laying out Territorial roads, 315 81 

rent of rooms for District Court, for Com- 
missioners and Clerks, 96 00 
expenses of election 1840, 118 50 

" extra services of Sheriff 1840, 88 50 



PAST AND PBE8BNT. 



91 



For expenses of prlntiDg^ books, stationery, and 



farniture for offices, 99 17 
" services of the Clerk of the Board of County 

Commissioners, 186 62 

" expenses of assessing 1840, 89 00 

" support of poor, 117 40 

amoant refunded for excessive tax, 81 15 

" expenses of meeting of Commissioners, 201 60 

expenses of taking and keeping prisoners, 197 28 

« Attorney's fees, 25 00 

" costs against the County, 125 31 

« expenses of District Court 1840, 263 12 



$2121 37 

A. W. CAMPBELL, 
JOBN G. QUmN, 
JOHN WORK, 

County Oommiasianers. 

Davenport f Jan. 7, 1841. 

The River opened March fourteenth. At the April 
election, J. W. Parker was elected Major, John Pope 
Recorder, and J. M. "Witherwax, Harvey Leonard, T. Z. 
Mills, T. McLosky, and Beth F. Whitney, Trustees. 

The condition of the village, yet lahoring from (lie 
etfects of the " crisis" of '37, may be well understood from 
the following extract from an April number of the Sun: 

The times are hard, and business of all kinds dtdl. 
Money, even counterfeit paper, and bogus, have almost 
totally disappeared. (No other money having been current 
here since the last land sales.) Emigrants continue to 
pour into the Promised Land by tens, hundreds, and 
thousands — filling up the back country with an industrious 
and enterprising population. 

Kotwithstandiug all these evils, and many others of an 
embarrassing nature, frame buildings are going up daily, 




and several brick dwelliugs are being erected. Onr mer- 
Qhants are not doiug so good a business as we could wish, 
owing to the scarcity and uncertainty of money, but still 
we believe that those who advertise most liberally do a re- 
spectable business. 

Six hundred dollars was paid for barrels and hogshead 
alone, by one house, in this place, to coopers at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. This money would have remained amongst us if 
coopers had been here to perform the work, A good 
cooper is much wanted here. Blacksmiths are said to be 
also in demand. A hatter could not find a more advan- 
tageous locatton in any part of the earth than this place 
presents at present There arc about one thousand heads 
in this country to cover, and no hatter in the Territory 
aliove Burlington. Fnrs, and other articles for manniac- 
toring hats, can be procured here in abundance. To be 
sure, coon skins h^ve commanded an extravagant price for 
the last six or eight months, but as soon as the log cabin 
delusion subsides, we opine that coon furs will depreciate 
as fast as irredeemable hank paper. We, therefore, advise 
a hatter, a cooper, and a Ijiacksrnitb, to locate iu our 
pleasant, healthy, and thriving village." 

A diiel, the second on record in Iowa, and the first 
among white men, occurred in this year, between Messrs. 
Egnor and Fitch. Love, as is the case generally, was the 
cause of the emeuie, and pistols alone could quell it. They 

met early one morning on the banks of a stream below 
Davenport — whicii stream, in consequence, has been im- 
mortalized as Bloody liun." They fired, and returned 
to the city unharmed, save that Egnor's arm was bandaged, 
and carried in a sling. Posterity is divided in regard to 
the nature of the wound — ^a minority asserting that it was 
caused by a bullet, while the remainder assert that neither 
pistol had anjthing more deadly in it tliuu powder and 
wadding. 
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l\oacler8 who have perused the account of the " First 
Duel," spoken of in a previous cha|iter, ^vill doubtless see 
mucli more to admire in the first than iu the second 
— although the actors in the former were the ignorant, un- 
civilized Indians. 

The Court House and Jail were finished this year, and 
presented to the County, free of cost, as provided for in 
the bond, before noticed. Too mucli honor cannot be given 
to fbe gentlenieii by whose libcralit}^ and enterprise these 
valuable privileges were conferred upon Davenport, The 
immense superiority of our place over every other in the 
county would have availed nothing, had not events been 
controlled by a liberal expenditure of what, at that time, 
was no easy thing to obtain, viz : cash. 

In Angnst the Davc^Tiport Weekly Gazette was started by 
Alfred Sanders ; and it took prominence inrmediately in 
Journalism as a hnely printed and ably edited sheet. It 
espoused Whig principles, and has occupied a leading 
position in politics to the present time. It eventually ex- 
panded into the Daily and Tri-weekly and weekly ChzeUe^ 
and has undoubtedly amply remunerated its enterprising 
proprietor. 

Xoveml)er fonrtli, Prince De Joinvilie and Buit stopped a 
short time at Le Claire House, while on their travels West* 
ward. II is freedom from ostentation and aristocratic ex- 
clusiveness was the theme of general remark ; and would 
serve besides as an exemplary model to many who unlike 
him lack the privileges of lofty birth, and are unduly 
elevated by the possession of ^vealtli. Ho was strictly re- 
publican i]) his doings; and seemed always to be dmply a 
gentleman. 

Kewhall, in 1841, thus writes in regard to Davenport : 
" This town was laid out in 183&~6, on a reserve belong- 
ing to Antoine LeClaire, Esq. It is the seat of justice for 
Scott county, and is situated nearly opposite to the lower 
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end of Rock Island, on a handsome elevation, with a beau- 
tiful range of sloping hills in its rear. It is about three 
liuiidred and fifty miles above 8t. Louis, by water, eighty 
miles above "Burlington, and ninuiy-live below Dubuque. 
The town of Stephenson, on the opposite shore, with the 
glittering dome of its court house, the mouth of Eock 
Biver a few miles below, the picturesque and antiquated 
fortifications on Bock Island, with its beautiful villa,* the 
charming residence of LeClaire, the magnificent hotel over- 
looking the white cottages of Davenport, and the adjacent 
village of llockingham — all form a combination of pic- 
turesque beauty, seldom if ever surpassed. I have ap- 
proached this point from all its bearings, and whether 
viewed from river or bluff, it is like a beauteous picture 
varied in all its lights and shades. I well remember the 
first and lasting impression it produced upon ray feelings ; 
it was ou a bright sunuv iiioi iiing in August, iu the year 
1836, the sun was fast dispelling the glittering dews, and 
every drooping flower was lifting its smiling crest ; on the 
Iowa shore might be seen occasionally a gaily painted 
warrior of the Sacs and Foxes riding along the heights, his 
painted form partially exposed to view as his scarlet blanket 
waved to the breeze, his light feathers and gaudy trappings 
beiug iu admirable contrast with llio verdure-elad hills ; 
then did I feel the utter inconipeteucv to describe so 
beautiful a scene — ^then could I have invoked the pencil of 
the painter, or the pen of the poet. 

The distant reader maybe skeptical concerning this high- 
wrought description. At this I marvel not. The author 
is aware of the difficulty of conveying entirely correct ideas 
of a region to those who have never traveled beyond the 
threshold of home ; especially in delineating this (in com- 
mon parlance) land of the squatters as if, forsooth, the 

* The residence of CoL George Davenport. 
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land of song, of Arcadian groves, and shady bowers, must 
needs be in sunny Italy, or classic Greece. 

I will, however, add the corroborating testimony of one 
or two graphic writers, to convince the reader that nature 

here has been lavish of her beauties as well as her bounties. 

^ The country around liock Island is, in our opinion, the 
most charming that the eye ever beheld. Bock Island is, 
of itself, one of the greatest natural beauties on the Mis- 
sissippi. The old fort,'* not to speak of its military asso- 
ciation, is, in truth, an object on which the eye delights to 
dwell. The flonvishing town of Staph cne^ on, upon the 
Illinois sLore, adds greatly to the attrar-tions of the scene; 
and Davenport, with its extended plain its sloping lawns, 
and wooded blufis, completes one of the most perfect 
pictures that ever delighted the eyes of man. The interior 
of the territory is rich, beautiful, and productive from end 
to end. Enterprising and industrious farmers may flock in 
from nil quarters, and find a rich reward for moderuto toil. 
The interior is healthy, and every section of land admits of 
easy cultivation.' 

A correspondent of the Kew York *Ster, a gentleman of 
much taste, writing trom Bock Island, says : 

There are some bright spots in this rude world which 
exceed our most sanguine expectations, and (kis is one of 
them. 

"In beanty of the surrounding scenery, both on the 
Upper Mississippi and the Crystal Kock, I have found 
imaged all the charms I had pictured in my youthful imag- 
ination while reading a description of the happy valley in 
Rasselas, but which I never expected to see in the world of 
reality. The Father of Waters is a giant even here, three 
hundred and fifty miles above St. Louis ; it is estimated to 
be over a mile and a quarter wide, and is one hundred 
miles below Dubuque, and about five hundred miles below 
the head of navigation, at the Falls of 8t. Anthony.'* 
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The location of Davenport is a healthy one. Its position, 
near the foot of the rapids, will cause it to become a place 
of commercial importance. Water-power, building stone, 
and bituminous coal, are convenient, and a suMciency of 

timber wiJl ho iound upon the bluffs and neighboring 
streams. It has been laid oif on a liberal plan, evinciug an 
enlightened judgment contemplating the bene&ts to be 
conferred upon future generations/' 

The question of a location for an Armory was again 
agitated this year, and a Committee from Washington gave 
the Island a thorough examination. Several families came 
on from the East with a view to a connection witli its 
establishment, l)at the result, as heretofore, was simply 
reports, and no action. 

In the Fall and Winter of this year game was abundant 
in the county. A respectable marksman would average 
two or three deer per day, while snipe and quail could be 
bagged by the score. 

The first shoe store was opened tliis year by L. B. Col- 
lamer, and a butcher's stall by a Mr. Arrnitage. A harness 
shop was also opened by Jacob Lailor; and the watch- 
making and jewelry business was pioneered by K. L. 
Linbaugh. The population at the close of 1841, was about 
seven hundred — and about sixty thousand bushels of vheat 
were raised in the county, which was worth from forty-five 
to sixty cents per bushel. 

The year 1842 seems to have improved rapidly upon its 
predecessors in many particulars — one of which was in the 
use of liquor. "Tell your readers" — says a writer in the 
Gazette — "that a passenger yesterday traveled all over 
your place without being able to get a glass of whisky V* 
The immortal Capt. Litch must have rested uneasily in his 
grave (if dead,) at the promulgation of such a heinous 
sentiment in his once powerful dominions. Powerful must 
have been the rush of the ball set in motion by liev. Mr. 
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Turner to have so soon and effectuallv bowled down all 
the toddy-shops which stood so thickly but a short time 
previous. 

By an act approved in February of this VLiir, the inhab- 
itants of Davenport were incorporated a body jwlitic, kc, 
under the name ol* the " Mavor and Aldermen of the Town 
of Davenport." The town was divided into three wards, 
each of which elected two Aldermen. That portion west 
of Harrison street was the First Ward; and that lying 
between Brady and Harrison streets the Second, and that 
lying East of Brady street constituted the Thirds 

The Bank question was ag-ain agitated this year, and 
liieetings were held, and reports published, but the result 
was the same — ^amounting to nothing more than simple 
agitation. 

The population in August amounted to eight hundred 

and seventeen ; and about one hundred thousand bushels 
of wheat were raised in the county. Winter wheat was 
raised in the county which was worth Hfty cents^ and 
Spring do. thirty cents. 

Two Churches had already been built ; and two more 
were in process of erection — Methodist and Baptist. An 

Episcopal society was organized — making iu all six Church 
organizations* 

Judge Williams was re-appointed as Judge of District 
Court. His administration was of a character calculated to 
excite neither particular admiration nor dislike. 

The Scott County Bible Society was organized Septem- 
ber thirteen of this year. L. L. Hoge was elected 
president. 

The Commissioners appointed to report upon the location 
of a point for a Western Armory, reported in favor of 
Maasac—^ situation on the Ohio River, in Illinois. 

It is needless to add that Fort Massac was not adopted. 
13 
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In the elections for this year, B. Christie was elected to 
the Council, and J. M. Eobertson to the House of Eepre- 
sentatives. 

The expenses of the County for '42 were two thousand 
one hundred thirty-one dollars forty-seven cents — the re- 
ceipts were one thousand four hundred fifty-eight dollars 
fifty-two cents. 

It will be needless to dwell minutely upon the details of 
each year — ^it is, therefore, thought best to hurry over the 

prominent events of several years, until one is reached 
remarkable as an era in the growth of Davenport. The 
tedious route by which emigrants reached the place, pre- 
vented a development of more than ordinary rapidity — and 
it was not until railroad connection with the East had been 
established that those marvels in the growth of the place 
were exhibited. 

1843. Seven Churches in town, viz: One Baptist, one 
Catholic, one CoTigrcgationalist, one Presbyterian, one 
Methodist, one Episcopal, and one Disciples. G. C. li. 
Mitchell, for Eepresentative, received two hundred and 
forty-one votes, and his opponent, James Grant, two 
hundred and eighteen. Jas. Thorington was elected Judge 
of Probate, and the whole Whig Ticket elected, with the 
exception of Mr. Davenport for Collector. County Re- 
ceipts one thousand six hundred forty-four dollars seventy- 
eight cents. Expenditures, two thousand five hundred 
fifty dollars sixty cents. 

About this year Maj. William Gordon, one of the 

original proprietors of Bavenport, disappeared. lie had 
proceeded from St. Louis up the Missouri Kivcr, and the 
last ever known of liim was at a short distance beyond the 
frontiers. It is supposed that he was overtaken by a storm, 
and frozen to death. It is believed by some that he made 
his way to California, but this lacks confirmation. A per- 
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son representing him was afterward aBcertaiued to be 
another Gordon. 

He was a remarkable man — a Tennesseean by birth, and 
a son of Capt. Gordon, who commanded a company of 
Spies nnder General Jackson in the Creek War. Major 
Gordon was liberally educated, and had spent several years 
in the Rocky Mountains, in some capacity under the 
American Fur Company. 

He was an elegant and engaging conversationalist — 
spicy, original, and humorous. His fund of anecdote was 
endless, and of a character that always drew a crowd of 
interested listeners. There was a small dash of eccentricity 
in his character. Mr. Davenport, of Le Claire, relates, that 
upon one ocoasion he called upon Gordon. Some one 
asked the latter for some money to make some purchase for 
the company present. *'Help yourself," said he, as he 
pointed to an inverted tub in the corner of his cabin. 

He lifted the tub, and revealed the Major*8 " pile,** to 
the amount of some fifty or sixty dollars, lying under it ! 
Thus he kopt his money, and revealed by it his confidence 
in human nature, and those about him. 

Some difficulty occurred between himself and another 
resident of Davenport named ITye. The latter suspected 
the Major of some attempt upon the liberality of his wife. 
Calling at Nye's house at one time, Nye waylaid him, and 
as he came out struck him down with a club, and then 
stabbed him. Gordon iired at ^ye, but owing to damp- 
ness, and a thick coat worn by the latter, the l.)all did not 
penetrate beyond the clothing. Gordon was carried home, 
and lay for months unable to rise or help himself. He 
never used a bed, but always slept and lay, during his sick- 
ness, on some buffalo robes on the floor, with his feet to 
the fire. 

Did space permit, many interesting incidents might 
be given relative to his conversational powers, his pas- 
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sioiiate nature, and originalities. At the time of bis 
disappearaDce he was aged about fifty. He was unmarried 
till the later portion of his life, and then to one -who had 
long lived with him in every capacity, save the title of wife. 
She was, however, an affectionate, and otherwise worthy 
woman. 

1844. In August, E. Cook, Geo. B. Sargent, and James 
Jack, were nominated by the "W^higs as candidates for the 
Convention to form a State Constitution. Messrs. Campbell 
and Grant, Democrats, and E. Cook, were elected. 
Campbell three hundred and eight votes. Grant two 
hundred and ninety-six, Cook two hundred and seventy- 
live. At tlic same election the whole Democratic ticket, 
with the excei)tion of Cook, was elected. Ooiiiity Ke- 
ceipts, three thousand nine hundred litty-three dollars 
seventy-seven cents — ^Expenditures, four thousand three 
hundred eight dollars sixty cents. (It will not be supposed 
from reports thus far given, that the County was con- 
tinually falling behind ; but on the contrary, the balance 
was ill most cases in favor of the county. The seeming 
preponderance of expenses over receipts arose from the 
fact that at the time of making each report, there was 
always a certain amount of taxes due and unpaid. This 
latter amount was always large enough to leave the balance 
in favor of the County. 

Stage lines were established this year to Dubuque and 
Burlington, and the contract obtained by i*ennct and 
Lyter. 

1845. Eiver closed February Hfth. Population of town 
one thonsanrl. Vote upon Constitution in April two 
hundred and ninety-one against, and one hundred and 
sixty-nine for, in the county. Mr. B. C. Eldredge who had 
held the Post Office until July resigned, and John Forrest^ 
Esq., was appointed his successor. 

July fourth was marked as being the one upon which the 
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venerable Col. Davenport was most cmelly murdered. 
Particulars of the sad affair will be given in his Biography, 
lie wag a favorite of the Sacs and Foxes ; and appended is 
a ceremony, which was performed over his grave. It is 
from the ready pen of Alfred Sanders, Esq. : 

"An Ikdiak Cbbbmony. — ^On last Friday afternoon we 
were witness to a strange and interesting ceremony per- 
formed by the Indians over the remains of Mr. Davenport, 
who was murdered at his residence on Rock Island on the 
4th inst. Upon proceeding to the beautiful spot selected 
as his last resting place, in the rear of his mansion on Rock 
Island, we found the War Chief and braves of the band of 
Fox Indians, then encamped in the vicinity of this place, 
reclining on the grass around his grave, at the bead of 
which was planted a white cedar post some seven or eight 
feet in height. 

The ceremony began l)y two of tlie braves rising and 
walking to the post, upon wliich, with paint, they began 
to inscribe certain characters, while a third brave, armed 
with an emblematic war club, after drinking to the health 
of the deceased from a cup placed at the base of the post, 
walked three times around the grave, in an opposite direc- 
tion to the course of the snn, at each revolution delivering 
a speech with sundry gestures and emphatic motions in the 
direction of the north-cast. When he had ceased he passed 
the club to another brave, who went through the same 
ceremony, passing but once round the grave, and so in suc- 
cession with each one of the braves. This ceremony, 
doubtless, yrovHd appear pantomimic to one unacquainted 
witli the habits or language of the Indians, but after a full 
interpretation of their proceedings they would be found in 
character with this traditionary })eople. 

In walking around the grave in a contrary direction 
the course of the sun, they wished to convey the idea that 
the ceremony was an original one. In their speeches they 

« 



102 DAVBNPOBT 



informed the Great Spirit that Mr. Davenport was their 
friend, and they wished the Great Spirit to open the door 
to him, and to take charge of him. The enemies whom 
they had slain they called upon to act in capacity of wait- 
ers to Ml. Davenport in the spirit-land — ^they believing 
that they have unlimited power over the spirits of those 
whom they have slain in hattle. Their gestures towards 
the north-east were made in allusion to their great enemies, 
the Sioux, who live in that direction. They recounted 
their deeds of hattle, with the number that they had slain 
and taken prisoners. Upon the post were painted, in 
hieroglyphics, the number of the enemy that they had 
slain, those taken prisoners, together w^ith the trihc and 
station of the brave. For instance, the feats of Wau-co- 
shaw-she, the Chief, were thus portrayed. Ten headless 
figures were painted, which signitied that he had killed ten 
men. Four others were then added, one of them smaller 
than the others, signifying that he had taken four prison- 
ers, one of whom was a child. A line was then run from 
one figure to another, tcniiiiiaiing iii a plume, signifying 
that ail had been accomplished l)y a chief. Afox was then 
painted over the plumo, which plainly told that the chief 
was of the Fox tribe of Indians. These characters are so 
expressive that if an Indian of any tribe whatsoever were 
to see them, he would at once understand them. 

Followiniz; the sign of Pau-tau-co-to, who thus proved 
himself a warrior of high dei;;reo, were placed twenty head- 
less figures, being the number of the Sioux that he had 
slain. 

The ceremony of painting the post was followed by a 
feast, prepared for the occasion, which by them was cer- 
tainly deemed the most agreeable part of the proceedings. 
Meats, vegetables, and pies, were served up in such profu- 
sion that many armsful of the fragments were carried off 
^it being a part of the ceremony, which is religiously 
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observed, that all the victuals left upon such an occasion 
are to be talcen to their homes. At a dog feast, which is 
frequently given by themselves, and to which white inen 
are occasionally invited, the guest is either obliged to eat 
all that is placed before him, or hire some other person to 
do so, else it is considered a great breach of hospitality. 

With the feast terminated the exercises of the afternoon, 
which were not only interesting but highly instructive to 
thosje who witnessed them. 
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OHAI^TER X. 

From 1841^ to ISSi—Bailroada — Rapids CoiiTention--Growt]i of City, &e., Ac 

1846. As readers familiar with the history of Iowa are 
aware, the State Constitution, alluded to under the year 
1844, was not approved by Congress. A second Conven- 
tion was held this year, and the other Constitution was 
limited and amended, in which form it met the appro I tation 
of the Federal Power, and in December, Iowa became a 
member of the confederated States. 

In the August election, £. 8. Wing, Democrat, was 
elected representative overE. Cook, by a majority of three. 
A. H. Davenport was elected Sheriff; James Thorington 
Judge of Probate over Piatt Smith. 

A Plow factory was started by a Mr. Bechteh The first 
steam flourinsr mill opened by A. C. Fulton. A Board of 
Trustees for Iowa College was chosen. 

1847. In April, James Grant was elected District Judge 
of the Second Judicial District, by a majority of four 
hundred and forty-eight. The District comprised Jackson, 
Delaware, Dubuque, Clayton, Scott, Muscatine, Clinton, 
Jones, and Cedar counties. In June the population of 
Davenport was, in the corporate limits, nine hundred and 
eighteen. A new paper, called the Democratic Banner^ 
was commenced. The Banking house of Messrs. Cook & 
Sargent was opened this year, and was the first house of 
the kind in Davenport. They opened in a small house 



PAST AND m^SESHI, 



105 



near or on the corner of Main and Second streets. The 
transition of the enterprising iirm from the small oue- 
Btoried shanty in whicL they made their debut to the mag- 
nificent four-storied marble structure in vhicb they are now 
located, is no less an indication of the magnitude of their 
projective and executive abilities than it is of the rapid 
growth and high state of devolopment reached by our city. 

The preparatory department of Iowa College this 
year opened. 

1848. A noticeable event of this year was the death of 
an individual named Jas. E. Stubbs. He was born in 1797^ 
and graduated at West Point with high honor. He was 
stationed at Fort Armstrong, on Ilock Island, in 1822, and 

in 1826 he served under his brother-in-law, Judge McLean, 
in the Post Ofiiee Department. He afterwards removed to 
Ciucininiti, and for some three or four years served in the 
Post Office and Clerk's Department of that city. While 
there it is supposed that he was involved in some unfortu- 
nate love-matter, for his character was thoroughly and 
essentially changed. He returned to Davenport in 1838, 
and after *S7, for eight years, lived a reclaso in a sort of 
cave excavated in a mound at East Davenport. There, 
with no other companion than his pets — a pig, dog, or cat, 
or all — ^he passed a rigidly secluded life. Byron, in his 
misanthropy, petted a bear, and Stubbs, in his, petted a 
pig. He would occasionally walk into town, with his 
family all at his heels. For some two years before his 
death he was induced to come forth from his hermitage, 
lie was elected Justice of tlie Peace, which station he 
filled np to his death with an impartial and incorruptible 
integrity. His residence was in the small brick tenement 
on the north-east comer of Mam and Third streets, in 
which he kept Bachelor's Hall. Judge Mitchell relates 
that upon several occasions, while passing Stubbs' house, 
late at night, he heard a violent clamor as if a funous alter- 
14 
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cation were being carried on within. Curiosity prompted 
him to open the door one evening, when the noise was at 
its londeBt, to ascertain the cause. Instead of a half dozen 
persons, as he expected, about to engage in a free and 
deadly fight, there were only Stubbs and his cat I The 
latter was seated upon his knee, and listening demurely to 
his master^ who was cursing him with every anathema in 
the vernacular, profane or sacred. Master Tom's offense 
seemed to be an amorous habit, which he had fallen into, 
ol pay I It ii; nocturnal visitations to thefeluie residents of the 
neighborhood. 

Stubbs was a man of unflinching lionesty, and in posses- 
sion of a liberal education ; and had not tiie unfortunate 
event, before alluded to, occurred to affect his life, he 
would undoubtedly have bequeathed his name to pos- 
terity, as a lei^^acy honorable and respected. He dltsd May 
2l8t, aged about fifty-one years. 

1849 nvas distinguished more particularly as being one in 
which Btrong efforts were made to secure the improvement 
of the Eapids. Two Conventions were held— one in July, 
and the other in October. The first was slimly attended, 
but in the last, four States and one Territory were repre- I 
eented, by about one hundred and fifty delegates. I 

One resolution passed, states that the improvement of 
tbe Rapids is a work which concerns the whoU univene. 
The plan of improvement recommended in the report of 
Major Lee was endorsed, and it was urged that he should 
i^ceive the appointment of prosecuting the affair. The 
Rapids are not yet fully improved. In anotherplaoe, statis- 
tics will be given of the Rapids, the amounts appropriated 
for their improvement, results, &c. 

The following will exhibit the commercial business of 
1849, and will further act as data from which increase of 

business may hereafter be determiDed, 
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IMPORTS. 

Merchandise, $148,500 

Pine and Oak Lumber, 790,000 feet. 

Shingles, 1,120,000 

Square Timber, 6,000 feet 

Reaping Machines, 42 

Laths, 310,000 

EXPORTS. 

Flour, 80,200 bbls. 

Pork, 1,425 « 

Lard, 730 " 

Wheat, 16,700 bush. 

Beans, 200 « 

Potatoes, 800 « 

Onions, 11,160 

Barley, 5,020 

Flax Seed, 120 

Bran and Shorts, 320,000 hhh. 

Hides, 20,400 

Bacon, 212 hhds. 

This amount of business, although sinee very muoh en- 
larged, was by no means small for a town possessing no 
railroad, or other communication beyond lihe high water 
privileges granted by the Mississippi. Linproved fanns, 
within tltree or four miles of Davenport, Wiore worth about 
fifteen dollars per acre — seven miles out, ten dollars to 
twelve dollars per acre. Unimproved prairie lands, at a 
distance of six or seven miles out, were worth about fo,ur 
doll ars per acre. Population of county about five thousand 
five hundred. Twenty-two thousand acres of hu^d in jAue 
county were entered at the Land Office at Iowa City. In 
the next year twenly-two thousand forty-one were eiitered 
at the same place. 
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1850 may be properly deemed the year at which Daven- 
port commenced that development which has at once 

given it a first rank among large cities, and excited the 
wonder and taxed tlie credulity of all cognizant of the fact. 
Previous to this year theT c liad been no more to promote 
the growth of the location than its extraordinary healthful* 
ne88, beauty, and the possession of a rich dependent 
country lying adjacent. The emigrant came from the East, 
either by the long and expensive route afforded by a pas- 
sage down the Ohio, and np tlie Mississippi, or else by tlie 
scarcely less dear mode of wagon emisrration. Mails were 
infrequent and vexatious in their arrivals — the luxuries of 
an advanced refinement were numerically few — manufac- 
tories were undeveloped ; and but little existed to induce 
emigration and settlement, save a fertile soil, an admirable 
position, 9,ndL faith in the developments of the future. 

Under such circnnistances it is hardly to be supposed 
that Davenport won hi display the marvelous in its devel- 
opment. The year 1850, however, began a new era. 

The prospect of a connection with the great cities of the 
East — of being a point touched by the line of commercial 

importance, whicli is always drawn westward from great 
maritime cities — the possession of three steaui-mills, gave 
Davenport an impetus, whose character is equalled in but 
few cases. 

The importance of a railroad connection with the East 

was duly appreciated by the inhabitants of the County. 
The project of a railroad to LaSalle, Illinois, counccting 
there Avith the canal to Chicago, met with so much favor 
that the stock (seventy-five thousand dollars,) assigned as 
the quota of Scott county was taken even before Bock 
Island county had discovered the merits of the undertaking. 
At the same time that the railroad question was agitated, 
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the subject of bridging the Mississippi was also included) 
as was the building of the road from Davenport to Council 
Bluffs. 

The organization for the R. I. k La Salle R. R. was 
completed in ^'oveniher. .Indiro Grant was elected resi- 
dent. Eighty-iiye thousand dollars in stock was taken by 
Scott county. 

In February, 1861, a City Charter was obtained from the 
Legislature, and in March was adopted, by a vote of ninety- 
seven f tr, and seventy-one against. This meagre vote 
shows ii most snrprising indifference, on the part of the i 
citizens in regard to the matter. Clias. Weston was elected 
Mayor, H. Leonard and A. Wygant, Aldermen First Ward; 
Br. Barrows and N. Squires Second, and E. Cook, and H. 
Price, Third do. 

Geo. B. Sargent received in April the appointment of 
Surveyor General in place of Gen. Booth, Democrat. 

John 1). Evans, TL S. Finley, and Ira Cook, were ap- 
pointed deputies from Scott county. 

In April, the hooks opened for subscription to the Chi- 
cago and Eock Island Bailroad, were ^closed, the full 
amount (three hundred thousand dollars,) required by law 
having been subscribed. Judge Grant was chosen Presi- 
dent of the Road. 

At the Angust election Wm. Biirris was elected County 
Judge, and Harvey Leonard Sheriff — ^which, by the way, 
he still remains. 

January first, 1858, the Mississippi and Missouri Bailroad 
Company was organized. Its members were John B. Jer- 
vis, Joseph E. Sheffield, Henry Farnam, John M. Wilson, 
ISr. IJ. Judd, Ebenezer Cook, James Grant, John P. Cook, 
and llirani Price. The capital stock was six million dol- 
lars, of shares of one hundred dollars each. The corpora- 
tion was to continue fifty years from date. Five per cent 
of subscription was to be paid down, and the remainder in 
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instalments of not more than twenty per cent of tbe fall 

amount, and at inteivals of not less than three months. 
The liighest amount of indebtedness which conld be incur- 
red was four xniiiions of dollars. In May their first election 
was held. John A. Dix, of Kew York, was elected Presi- 
dent 

September first, 1853, the first ground was broken on the 

Road. Particulars are given from the Gazette of the thud 
inst : 

« The Bailroai) Jubilee. — ^Last Thursday was a day big 
with important results to Davenport On that day the first 
shovel full of earth was thrown up on the Mississippi and 
Missouri Railroad. Or, it may be with propriety we can 

say, on the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad west of the Mis- 
sissippi river. The act itself was trivial, but in view of the 
important results it heralded, 'twas thought best to accom- 
pany it with some parade that would establish the day as 
one to be commemorated. And inasmuch as there was 
some honor attached to the act of being the first man to 
throw up a shovel full of earth in the great enterprise, by 
common consent that privilege was assigned our enter- 
prising fellow citizen, Mons. Antoine LeClaire. 

About half past ten o'clock, the citizens of Davenport, 
Bock Island, and vicinities, assembled in front of the 
LeClaire Buildings, formed a procession, and proceeded to 

the corner of Fifth and Rock Island streets, where the 
g-reat work was to be commenced. In the procession were 
included the two brass bands of this city, the Odd Fellows 
in regali% the German Verein Society, and a large vehicle, 
drawn by four horses, containing Mr. Bvmell, and some 
thirty-five or forty men who are employed at his saw-mill. 

After assembling on the ground, Rev. A. Louderback, 
of the Episcopalian Church, offered up an excellent an-d 
appropriate prayer for the occasion, in which he beseeched 
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the Most High to prosper the work, and to protect in 
health those who gave their time and services to the great 
undertaking. 

-After prayer, Hon. Jno. P. Cook ascended the stand, 
and entertained the audience with an extempore address 
of about an half hour's length, in which he spoke of the 
years of struggle that the citizens of Davenport had ex- 
perienced to bring about this great work, how, jear after 
year, they had petitioned Congress in vain for a grant of 
lands to aid tlicm in constructing a link in the great 
national hi srh way, aiul that finally de.^pairiDo; of ever ac- 
complishing anything so long as they depended upon their 
federal parent for aid, they had thrown themselves upon 
their own resources, and now were about to reap the re- 
ward of their enterprise. Still they were indebted for their 
success to the fortuitous circumstance that placed in their 
wa3% and enlisted the hearty co-operation of the Raili oad 
King in the "West, Mr. Farnam, and which had now given 
ns a Contractor in Mr. Carniichael, who was experienced 
in Eailroad building, and able as willing to put the cars 
through to Iowa City in the shortest ^ven space of time. 
Citizens of five or six years standing would regard the 
present occasion as one of deep interest, but to those who 
had past the last twelve or fifteen years of their lives in 
Davenport; those who had pitched their touts here when 
but fcnv houses occupied the site so recently reclaimed from 
the Indians, the present must indeed be an ocoasion of re- 
joicing, one fraught with the most pleasing associations. 
Soon the locomotive would leave our bustling cil^, bear on 
its burden to the Capital of the State, and ere long lave 
itself in the waters of the Missouri. Soon a bridge would 
span the great Father of Waters, and a continuous line of 
Kailroad connect us with all the irreat marts of the East. 
Our prospects are bright, the gloomiest need not despond. 

It was expected that Jas. Knox, Esq., of Bock Island, 

| ! — 
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would also address the assembly on the occasion, bat he 
not being present, Mr. Fulton, the Marshal of the day, an- 
nounced the important crisis to liavc arrived when the soil 
was to be broken on the great Mississippi aud Missouri 
Eailroad route. Whereupon Mr. LeCiaire descended from 
the stand, pulled off his coat amid the cheers of the crowd, 
and proceeded in a workmanlike manner to give the first 
touch to the great iron thoroughfare west of the Mississippi 
river. 

During the intervals while assembled, the bands en- 
livened the scene by performing some of the most appro- 
priate airs, aud the members of the Verein Society sung, 
while a small company of artillerymen from the old 
country having in charge the " castiron," and stationed on 
a neighboring eminence, made the welkin ring. 

Quite a respectable number of the citizens of Bock Island, 
we were pleased to observe, were on the ground, manifest- 
ing that interest which an enterprise of such great and 
mutual importance to the two cities was likely to beget in 
the minds of right-thinking men, "We hope soon to recip- 
rocate their visit, and participate with them in the celebra- 
tion of the first arrival of the locomotive, through from 
Chicago, in their flourishing city. 

"We have heard the whole number of persons present es- \ 
timated at two tbonsand. Harmoniously and quietly, at I 
the order of the Marshal, the citizens again formed in pro- 
cession, and marched to the LeCiaire House, where, at two 
o'clock, the Messrs. Lowry served up an excellent dinner, 
of which from one hundred and fifty to two hundred per- 
sons partook. Thus terminated peaceably, and so far as 
we know, without engendering an unkind thought, the 
celebration of an event, tliat regarded with respect to the 
cliaracter and extent of the work it proclaimed, is the most 
momentous in the history of our youthful and progressive 
city." 
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A vote was taken iu September in regard to the County 
subscribiug for the ro»d. Only three hundred and nine 
votes were cast, but of these only ten were opposed to sub- 
scribing. The amounts taken in all were seventy>five 
thousand dollars by the city, fifty thousand dollars by the 
couuij, aud oae hundred tho^ea^d dollars by individual 
subscription. 
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CHAPTEK XI. 

Openinir of Chicago and Rock Iflnnd Ilailrond — Bridge Oppo«?itioii — Lajing 
Comer Stone^Piroceedmgs — Growth of City — Statistics, &c.— Letter from 
W. Barrows. 

February 22d, 1854, was rcmarl<a])le not only as the an- 
niversary of the birth-day of Wasliiiigton, b^it as tlic ono 
upon which a connection, by railway, was completed be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Mississippi. Davenport, for 
some Teasons best known to Rock Island, was not general- 
ly invited to attend the celebration, which the occurrence 
srave rise to. Kot behind hand in enthusiasm, a i^un was 
hrowAit forth, whose thunder was but a faint echo of the 
joy the citizens felt over the event. A splendid illumina- 
tion was also gotten up at nighty and quite as much or 
more jubilation was expressed on this as on the Bock 
Island side. 

A few extracts from the Chicago Pre$3 will show the 
character of the initiation of the grand event: 

On Wednesday last, the 22d inst., that event looked 
forward to for years ^vith so nnieh interest by our citizens 
— ^the connection of the Missij^sippi with Lake Michigan by 
a conticnouB line of Hailroad — ^was consummated. The 
honor of arriving first at this important goal belongs to the 
Chicago and Rock Island road — an honor, by the way, well 
wortbv the Hercnlean efforts which have been made to 
achieve it. In February, 1861, the legislature chartered 
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the company — ^in October of the same year the contract for 
its construction and equipment was taken — in April, 1852, 
the first estimate for work upon it was paid — and in Feb- 
ruary, 1854 — three years from its charter, and twenty-t\\ o 
months after ground had been broken upon it — the work 
is completed, and cars are running daily its entire length 
— one hundred and eighty-me miles ! This is certainly a 
proud monument to all who have been instrumental in 
pushing the work forward to completion, and especially so 
to those sagacious and energetic rnen who have had it in 
special charade — ^Messrs. SnEiiiELD and Farnam. 

On Wednenday morning, the 22d inst, at half past eight 
o'clock, the Mayor and Common Council of the City of 
Chicago, and a number of citizens, in all about two 
hundred and iiftjv left the depot of the Bock Island road, 
in a train of six splendid passenger cars from the manufac- 
tory of A. B. Stone & Co., of this city, for an excursion to 
liock Island, in honor of the completion of the road. The 
day was one of the most delightful of the season, and the 
genial sunshine, and the exhilerating atmosphere, chimed 
in well with the exultant spirit, which sparkled in the eye 
and shone in the countenance of every one of that goodly 
company. The train was tastefully ornamented with fla^s 
and evergreens, and its arrival at the different towns along 
tiic line was greeted with the shouts of the people, and the 
firing of cannons. At Jol ict, Morris, Ottawa, Lasalle, Peru, 
Tiskilwa, Geneseo, Molino, and other places, accessions 
were made to our numbers, and when the train arrived at 
Bock Island there could not have been less than three 
hundred and fifty persons on it. 

The reception at Rock Island was a magnificent specta- 
cle. Tliousands of people lined the streets, and crowded 
the doors and ^viiidows. Fair ladies waved their kerchiefs, 
and stout men and youths shouted exultingly, while ever 
and anon the thunder of Col. Swift's gun went booming 
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across the Missiasippiy arousmg the echoes from the majes- 
tio bluffs. It was a glorions day for Bock Island, and for 
her neighboring city across the river. The citizens of 
those places had looked forward to it for years, some of 

them with fear and trembling, lest tlieir eyes should not 
behokt it. Hundreds of people from the contiguous 
country, both in Illinois and Iowa, had come in to witness 
the scene, and to mingle their shouts and congratulations 
with their city neighbors. Delegations were there from 
most of the river towns from Dubuque to St. liOuis, and 
some had come from the far interior towns of Iowa, for 
they knew that tlie iu rival uf t]nj iron horse upon the banks 
of the Mississippi was but an earnest of his speedily ap- 
pearing beyond it, and stretching away on his destined 
coarse toward the Pacific. "We think we are not above the 
mark in estimating the number present, on the arrival of 
the train at from five to six thousand persons. 

* ♦ * ♦ * * ♦ 

The speeches were highly appropriate to the occasion-, 
and elicited, throughout, enthusiastic applause from the 

vast concourse. While the things were transpiring within, 
a grand spectacle was witnessed without. The two cities 
of Kock Island and Davenport were most beautifully illu- 
minated. The windows of stores, private residences, and 
public buildings, were lit up on both sides of the river, and 
the lights reflected back from the bosom of the Mississippi, 
were indefinitely multiplied, the whole presenting a scene 
of imposing grandeur. After the reading of the regular 
toasts, a large portion of the com}) any, headed by the 
Moline brass band, marched in procession through the 
principal streets of the city. Others remained in the depot 
until a late hour, Mr. Baily, of Bock Island, presiding, 
where speeches and sentiments beguiled the passing hours. 
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We regret that our limits precluded a report of the many 
good thintrs that were offered. 

Much credit is due to the people of Rock Island for tho 
handsome manner in which the celebration was gotten np 
and conducted, and for the hospitable manner, in which 
private houses were thrown open to accommodate the mul- 
titude of strangers. The people of Davenport and Moline 
also threw o{>cu tlieir inaiisious with the same hospital)le 
spirit, and we think everybody was comfortably provided 
for. 

* * * 4e 4: 4: 

In concluding our notice of the opening of this road, we 
wish once more to allude to the successful manner of its 
prosecution. The history of Bailroads presents no parallel 

to it. iSome companies maj have built a greaternumber of 
miles of road in as short a period, but never before lias in- 
dividual enterprise shouldered and borne forward so rapidly 
to a triumphant completion such a work as this. And let 
it not be forgotten that a large portion of the road has been 
built in the face of a stringent money market. But while 
many companies have been compelled to hold up from this 
cause, Messrs, Sheffield & I'arnaiii have moved steadily on- 
ward with their great work as thougli no cloud had dark- 
ened the financial sky of the country. Surely there is a 
triumph for which they may justly feel an honest pride. 

We desire, also, to do justice to the faithful and zealous 
labors of William Jervis, Esq., the Chief Engineer of this 
road. From the beginning he has been always at his post, 
and to his skill and efficiency much of the credit for the 
admirable character of the work, and its speedy coni^iletion, 
is due. But we must close, without further enumeration. 
All honor to all the men who have in any way aided in the 
advancement of this great enterprise.'' 

The completion of the Chicago and Eock Island Road, 
and the commencement of its continuation — the M. & M. 
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R. R. — naturally led to tlie adoption of means, whereby 
the two roads might be connected. A bridge across the 
Mississippi had long been foreseen as a necessity, and now 
as the scheme approached practical development, there 
was, all along the river, the most inveterate opposition. 

St. Louis, which hitherto had enjoyed a nionopolj in 
Western Commerce, was rampant in its opposition to the 
scheme. The Chamber of Commerce " Resolved'* that a 
bridge was unconstitutional, nn obstruction to navigation, 
dangerous, and that it was the duty of every Western State, 
river city, and town, to take immediate action to prevent 
the erection of such a structure. A Eesolution was also 
passed hy the City Fathers of St. Louis, instructing the 
Mayor of the city to apply to the Supreme Court of the 
United States for an injunction, restraining the building of 
the Bridge. 

Certain old-fashioned dogmas, having origin at a time 
when men understood less than now the true principles of 
commercial industry, governed St. Louis, and oilier places, 
in their hatred to the bridge. It was a dogma founded 
upon the most intense selfishness, and as devoid of liber- 
ality as the system of monopoly which once disgraced the 
legislation of France. That Davenport, Iowa City, or 
Council Bluffs, had no right to be connected with Chicago 
and Xew York ; and that St. Louis possessed some predom- 
inant and indisputable claim to their commerce, seemed to 
have been the base of action taken by the latter city. Such 
principles are obsolete, and it is not hazardous to assert 
that an iron band will yet unite the broad prairies of Illi- 
nois to the magnificent Levee of St. Louis. Stranger 
things than this have happened in the changed undergone 
by popular opinion. 

The opposition of rival towns was not all the opposition 
experienced by the Bridge — ^for it had to contend against 
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even a national, or rather Southern jealonay. Shortly 
after its. commencement under permission from the State 
of Illinois, an order was issued from the War Department, 
commanding the Marshal, for the District of Illinois, to 

clear the Island of all trespassers. This was done in face 
of the fact tliat the Island had been abandoned as a military 
reserve by botli of Davis' predecessors — Poinset and Marcy 
— and had been turned over to the Land Office Department 
for sale. Davis probably feared that the Bridge would 
materially interfere with the prospects of the Southern 
Pacific Kailroad. This order, however, to clear the Island 
of all trespassers, was not construed as he probably in- 
tended, for it was not made applicable to the Bridge Com- 
pany, and its operatives. 

The corner stone of the Bridge was laid September 1st, 
1854. A meeting was organized, the stone laid, and ap* 
propriate speeches made by Joseph £nox, Esq., of Rock 

Island, and Hon. James Grant, of Davenport. Amon^ the j 
sentiments of the former were some worthy of preservation, 
as having bearing upon the opposition hitherto extended 
to the Bridge, They are as follows : 

" All History proves the great path of the World's Com- 
merce to be from East to West ; from India to Assyria and 
Egypt, from Egypt to Greece and Eome, from Home to 
Spain and England, and from England to our own free 
America. It is certainly the duty of all wise men not to 
retard this Westward progress, but rather to hasten it, 
' blearing with it, as it does, that blessed trinity, Commerce, 
I Civilization, and Christianity ; and that we regard all oppo« 
sition to the workings of this great historic law as among 
the insanest of follies/" 

" Resolved, That in John Warner, the Contractor for 
the building uf the Bridge, we recognize a uian who,by reason 
of natural capacity, and long experience, is eminently fitted 
for the great work in his charge. We congratulate him upon 
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his success thus far, and trust that the winds and waves and 
seasons may l ie ^a opitious to him, until he shall have hound 

together the Eastern and Western halves of this great val- 
ley with an eternal clasp of oak and granite. The first 
Bridge across the Mississippi ! It will be monumental to 
his memory, and perpetuate his name as long as the great 
river it spans flows in majesty heneath it!" 

The year 1854 was distinguished as a husy one. It 

speaks well for the cliaracter of Davenport, that the founda- 
tious of her prosperity were never on paper, hut Y*ere laid 
deep and permanent in the Industry of her inhabitants. 
The growth of the town has always been concomitant with 
the settling of the back country, the establishment of man- 
ufacturing interests, and the development of other resources. 
There has been at no lime a retrogression, or a stand-still, 
indicating a fictitious progress, or an over^growth. Thus, 
in 1854, the population increased nearly or quite three 
thousand. The base of this growth was the railroad con- 
nection, Bix saw mills, turning out from twenty to thirty 
thousand feet of lumber each per day ; two foundries and 
machine shops ; some twenty-four run of burrs, dozens of 
smith and wagon shops, one wholesale plow factory, turn- 
ing out one hundred plows per week, one Pork pack- 
ing establishment, and a County population of about 
thirteen thousand. In these statistics will he recognized 
a solid and lasting base of prosperity, not to be quashed as 
a speculative bubble, or destroyed by a financial "crisis." 

The following communication, from a series in the Dav- 
enport Commercial^ by "Willabd Bakrows, Esq., will give 
readers a correct idea of the city at tliat date : 

" Davenport ranks with any other city in the West, as 
well in a statistical point of view, as in the beauty and natu- 
ral commercial importance of its location. It contains 
about six thousand inhabitants; one hundred and twenty- 
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five stores, all told; three regular Banking Houses; ten 
Land Agencies; six steam mills of various kinds — one of 
which (Burrows & Prettyman's) manufactores one hundred 
and seventy-five barrels of flour per day ; one Foundry and 
Machine shop ; seven Blacksmith shops ; four Saddle, Hai"- 
ness and other leather manufacturing establishments of 
various kinds; nine churcheB : seven public houses; the 
Iowa College; two public scliool-houses ; one of which 
cost upwards of six thousand dollars, built of pf oiie, be- 
sides private schools ; one Masonic Lodge, two Lodges of 
L 0. 0. F., one Division of Sons of Temperance, and one 
Maine Law Club ; fourteen Doctors, and twenty-two Law- 
yers; {don't he frightened at the two last items!) We 
have a good County Poor HouRe, with farm attached; one 
tri-weekly, and four weekly newspapers. 

Scott county, of which Davenport is the County Seat, is 
one of the best river Counties in the State, and fast settling 
by enterprising farmers, mostly from Pennsylvania, Kew 

York, and Ohio. Until recently we have, in common with 
. other towns upon the Mis6is.si|(pi river, had to depend en- 
tirely upon steamboat navigation to carry off our surplus 
produce, hut now a direct communication hj Bailroad 
through Chicago to New York is open, which has greatly 
enhanced the value of produce. 

Davenport being situated at the foot of the upper rapids | 
of the Mississippi river, can, with a moderate capital, briug | 
into rcfpiisition one of the greatebt water-powers in the 
world ; and we doubt not, the time is not far distant when 
eastern capitalists will procure it, and take hold with energy 
and success. The Kock Island and Chicago Eailroad ter- 
minates at Kock Island. The Mississippi and Missouri 
1 Bailroad, is now in progress of construction from this place 
I to Council Bluirs, a distance of three hundred miles, the 
\ first division of which, to Iowa City, fifty-seven miles, will 

be completed by the first of December, and the cars run- 
l6 
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ning. These two roads are to be 'connected at Eock Island 
and Davenport, by a bridge across the Mississippi river, 

noM in course of construction. Tins bridi^o, over the main 
channel of the river, on the Iowa si<le,^vill he one thousand 
five hundred and eighty-two feet, divided into five spans of 
two hundred and fiftj feet each in the clear; the bed of 
the river is rock, a good foundation. The slongh, on the 
Illinois shore, is four hundred and seventy-four feet, also 
rock bottom. The bridge, on the Iowa side, is to be built 
with a draw for steamboat navigation ; the draw to turn on 
a pier, or similar to a turn-table, and to be closed only for 
the passasce of cars, upon given signals. The bridge is to 
be twenty-one feet above high-water mark ; the estimated 
cost is two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be com- 
pleted the first of December, 1856. The time now occu- 
pied by railway from Davenport to N'ew York City is three 
days; to Chicago from eight A. M., to four P. M., for five 
dollars, and from Chicago to IsTew York, twenty dollars. 
Thus, for twenty-five dollars, and three daj/s time, can east- 
ern citizens see " Jowa as U is J* Steamers are generally in 
readiness on the arrival of the cars, to convey passengers 
up or down the Mississippi river. Three and four trains 
of passenger cars per day running over the road. 

Much has been said of late respecting the sale of Rock 
Island by the (Tovernmeiit, to >\ hom most of it belongs : 
that such will be the case, I can hardly believe. It is 
under the jurisdiction of the War Department, and has, 
till this time, been reserved from sale with a view of 
making it the great western depot for munitions of war : 
ISo where (says Gen. Jessup, in his recent letter to the 
Secretary of ^Var,) west of the Alleghany mountuins, is 
there a better place for the manufacture of implements of 
war than Itock Island.'* The water power at the head of 
the Island is immense; the Island is high, above all over- 
fiow, and healthy, and we anticipate that in less than ten 
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years, it will be the manufacturing place and deposit for 
all Government stores, i\ luisite for our frontier, even to 

the Pacllic Ocean. 

The long and much agitated question of removing the 
obstructions in the rapids of the Mississippi, is now settled* 
Congress has made the requisite appropriations. The sur- 
veys of the channel have been made, the contracts let, and 
the contractors upon the ground ready to proceed when the 
water will permit — two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
will be spent upon the rapids, and the same amount in build- 
ing the bridge in the next two years, beside the railroad 
depots and manufacturing houses requisite to stock the Bail- 
roads of Iowa. 

Have we not then some claim in point of position as a 

town ; may we not look forward to days of prosperity ? are 
wo not on the line of the srreat thoroui::lifai'e across the 
State of Iowa to Council Bluffs, Fort Laramie, to the South 
Pass, Salt Lake, and to the Pacific Ocean ! Is it then to 
be wondered at, that our town has doubled its inhabitants 
in the last three years, that four hundred houses were built 
here during the last year, and as many more anticipated; 
that there is not a room ten foot square to rent In the city, 
and that the puhlic houses, and private hoarding houses, 
cannot accommodate the people wlio are emigrating to this 
country ? Is it surprising that real estate commands such 
high rates, and that money is worth twenty per cent ? 

Where, let me ask, are the hordes of starving Europe to 

find a homo hut in the Great West? We caunot expect in 
this age to wait the slow progress of the settlement of 
former years. Twenty years ago there were less than five 
thousand white inhabitants between the Lakes and the 
Pacific Ocean ! ifTow there is nearly two millions. Fifteen 
years ago Chicago brought her breadstuffs from Eastern 
States ; now she exports each year not less than five mil- 
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lion bushels of grain, and one hundred and twenty thousand 
barrels of beef and pork. 

Seventeen years ago, I was three weeks making the 
journey from Kew York, bj canal and steamboat, to Dav- 
port, but now it is performed in three days, and soon will 
1)0 (lone in two. Six years ago Chicago had not a foot of 
I raih'oad eoni|ileteJ, now there is nearly five hundred luiles 
j completed within the limits of the State, and over two 
I thousand in process of construction. Should the fertile 
soil of Iowa, Illinois, or Wisconsin, be less valuable, now 
that it is placed within two or three days of IJ'ew York, 
than the barren, sterile hills of the Hudson were when it 
took a week to reach the market ! The West is still ii> its 
infancy. It hun not yet hecoiue of ago, not yet passed out 
of its kens* Its resources have not yet been developed. 
It only wants capital, and the handicraft of man to make 
it the garden of the world ! Egypt, with her Nile, may do 
to rehearse in song, but the valley of the Mississippi, when 
properly developed, can never be excelled.*' 
JJavenport^ Ma^^ 1854. 
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CHAPTEr. XII. 

TeroperaQce — ^Taxable Property — Aagast Klectton — Election of Gen. Sargent 
— Inaugural Address — ^Improremeata — Close of 1857 — ^History of "Past' 
fiQ}shed~EditorUl from Gazette. 

Til at ball set in siich x^owerful motion by the moral arm 
of Neal Dow, did not stop among the rocks and pines of 
ITew England,?but rolled across the continent, till it leaped 
even that majestic cold-water institution — ^the Mississippi. 

In April, of 1855, a vote was taken upon the passage of a 
prohibitory Law, In Davenport, the resnlt would liave 
delighted the originator of legal suasion." In Davenport 
Precinct eight hundred and seventy-seven votes were east 
for and against the Law, of which iive hundred and seventy- 
one were in favor of the Law. Enos Tichenor was elected 
Mayor by the dominant party. Le Claire gave a majority 
for the law of one hundred and sixty-one. TJic majority 
in the County in favor was six hundred and thirty. The 
highest number of votes cast in the county was one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-seven. 

The Temperance ticket in August, headed by Wm. Bur- 
ris, for County Judge, was, however, defeated by sixteen 

votes. W. L. Cook was elected Judge, and 11. Leonard 
Sheriff. eTanies McCosh was elected as Hecorder on the 
Temperance ticket by a majority of thirty-three. The 
whole number of votes cast in the County was one thousand 



4 



126 



DAVBWPOBT 



nine hundred and iifty-one — io tbe township one thousand 
and fifteen. 

The value of taxable property in Davenport township 



for 1855 was — 

Total value of land and improvements, $1,424,489 

« " town lots, 1,859,417 

Capital employ ed in iiiorchaiidize, 258,334 

" « " manufactures, 84,729 

Monies and Credits, 497,138 

Corporation Stocks, 86,121 

Furniture, 37,944 



This, A\ ith other property, amounted to a sum total of 
four iiiillion four hundred aud eight thousand four hundred 
and thirty-three dollars. 

The following statement will show the manufacturing 
interests of Davenport, May 1856, as compiled by a writer 
for the Chicago Pms: 

ITands employed five hundred and twenty-six, capital 
jive hundred and eighty-six thousand, value of manufac- 
tures for the year past one iiullioii live Imndix'd and twent}'- 
two thousand five liundred and sixteen doiims. The sales 
of lumber amounted to seventeen million four hundred and 
twenty thousand one hundred and eighty-seven feet, six 
million four hundred and ninety-six thousand shingles, and 
eight million lath. Of this amount, ten million feet was 
manufactured here, three million five hundred thousand 
from Chicago, and balance ral'tcd down the river. These 
statements do not include the manufactories of East Dav- 
enport — that place not being in the corporate limits of the 
city. Twenty thousand eight hundred hogs were packed, 
and four hundred and fifty-four thousand bushels of iirheat 
bought in. 

April Slst, the locomotive "Des Moines** crossed the 

ArLssissippi Bridge, being the first thing of the kind. At- 
tempts were made to celebrate the event, but failed. 
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liuw ever, the era will not bo forgotten, althongli uii recog- 
nized by the salvoof artillery, or tlio plaudits of enthusiasm. 

May 6th, 1856, the steambuab ElEe Afton, while endeav- 
oring to pass through the draw, was struck by a wind, 
and driven against a pier. She took iire, and communi- 
cated to the Bridge the destructive element. A portion 
was burned, and the steamer was a total wreck. Allusion 
is made to this, because a suit wiio souu after commenced 
aofainst the Bridge ConipaMV by the owners of the boat, in 
which some highly important principles were evolved. 
They will be spoken of in their place. 

In August, 1856, the strong feeling, originating under 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, materially changed the poiitical 
character of the hitiierto Democratic County. Timotliy 
Davis, Tvepublican Congressional Candidate, received one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-two votes in the County, 
and his opponent, Shepherd Leffler, ten hundred and thirty- 
six. W. J, Busch was elected over G, C. S. Dow, for 
State Senator, by about the same majority. Rogers, 
"Wiii'T, and Barner, were elected Representatives over 
Dodge, I'arkliurst, and Sinallliekl. J. W. Stewart was 
elected Prosecuting Attorney over John Johns, Jr., and 
J. D. Patton, County Clerk. Foi' a convention to form 
a new State Constitution there was one thousand seven 
hundred and four votes ; against eighty^nine. 

In March 1857, Gen. Geo. B. Sargent was nominated as 
an independent candidate for the Mayoralty. B. B. 
"Woodward was nominated Xothe same office by the Repub- 
licans, (^^on. Sargent ^vaR elected by seventy-eight major- 
ity, together with the principal nominees of the Democratic 
ticket. John Johns was elec ted Police Magistrate by fifty- 
two majority. H. W. Mitchei, Marshal, E. Peck Clerk, S. 
Sylvester, Treasurer. 

At the same election there were in the County forty-one 
majority for Alills, Republican candidate for District Judge 
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— three hundred and ninety-eight majority against licensing 
the sale of spiritous liquors. The Judicial District had, a 
short time previous, been reorganized, owing to the fact 
that its immense extent precluded the possibility of the 
Court doing one-half of the business which it engendered. 
The new District included Scott, Clinton, and Jackson 
counties. G. C. R. Mitchell, independent candidate, was 
elected. 

The improvements projected under the new municipal 
regime y headed by Gen. Sargent, were extremely liberal. 
Extracts from the Mayor's Inaugural will at once express 
the condition of the city, and the improvements recom- 
mended : 

"The Treasurer's'-' report of 31st ult., exhibits very clearly 

*CIT¥ TREASUKEE's EKPORT. 
ABSTEACT Of BECBJPTS. 



Balance received from Treasurer last year, $2,563 06 

Dividends on C. & R. I. R. K. Stock, 6,440 OO 

Taxes in arreai' for year 1855} 1,048 09 

Boad fand in arrear year 1855, 1,849 75 

City Clerk Licenses, Cemetery Lots, &c., 4M 45 

Mayor for fino*, 58 00 

KedemptioD of Lot for Taxes, 3 00 

Marsfaial Taxes for 1856. 14,600 39 

Pveal Estal(! o^vners on accnmit paviri^^Main street, 718 25 

Real Estate owners inacadamiziug front street, 1,602 OB 

Sale of ten City Bond loans of 1866, 5,000 Oo 

Sale eighty-four shares C. & K. L R. R. Stock, 8,400 Oo 

Two frnctional shares C. & R. I. R. R. Stock, 100 00 

DiTideuds on M. & M. R. R. Stock, 8,648 00 



$45,465 07 

ABSTttAOT OP SXPSNDITURB9. 

Current expense?: ns per city orders. $7,^>46 22 

interest commission, and expanse on & R. 1. B. K. Bonds, 5,025 00 

'< on M. & M. B. R. Bonds, 7,631 61 

Cash paid from Treasury for Road work, 6,9.'; I 73 

" Street Commissioner, road fund, Mayor's order, 1,841* 75 

un account pav iug Main street, ii,563 00 
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the financial state of the City. It shows that the Finances 

are in an excellent condition. 

It is a source of just pride that, thus far, in our Municipal 
history, we have always heen able to meet our obligations 
promptly and fally, in consequence of which no city in the 
West deservedly enjoys a better reputation or credit than 
our own. 

The Treasurer, in his report, does not include among the 
liabilities of the City the indebtedness to the Chicago and 
Rock Island Railroad, consisting of Bonds due May Ist, 
1868, for fifty thousand dollars, and Bonds to Mississippi 
and Missouri Railroad, due August 1st, 1865, for seventy- 
five thousand dollars ; nor among the assets of the City, 
five hundred shares in Chicago and Rock Island Railroad, 
fifty thousand dollars, and seven hundred and fii'ty shares, 



Cash paid on account Macadamizing Front street, 2»088 62 

" Brady street aud steamboat landing, 1,197 92 

" " Macadamizing Main street, KIO 50 

Kevising Ordinances, 250 00 

*' On account printing and binding Ordinances, 600 00 

*' Note ami interest on account Bead fund, 1,081 67 
«< Interest Commissionandezpense on Davenport Gas Stock, 204 00 



$3t,081 02 

S0B1DUI.B or PBOPBBTT BBLONGIKQ TO THE CIT7 OP DATSNPOBT, UAEOH 31, 185^. 

27 Sbarcs C. fc K. T. Kailroad Stock 0 $100, $2,700 00 

Interest Scrip Mississippi and Missouri Kailroad Company, 54 14 

40 Shares Davenport Gas Liglit and Coke Company, 1,000 00 

1 stiares Mississippi and Missouri Railroad stock 0 $100, 16,200 00 

Estimated amount due from County Trensnrer to Road Fvaad, 4,000 00 

Due from Eeal Estate owners on Main street, 1,845 00 

" ** " " Front street, 60 96 

Cash in the Treasury, 8,384 C5 

City Tax List for 1856, 1,900 00 

Due firom City Clerk, 634 00 



$39,^ 16 

Deduct estimated Bzpendituree due and maturing, 6,000 00 



Leaving nominally a balance oyer indebtedness, $44,778 15 
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seventy-five thousand dollars, in the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri Railroad, for which the Bonds above alluded to were 
issued. 

Jt is a source of gratilication tliat the issuing of Bonds 
to these Railroad Companies has been of such vital import- 
ance to the advancement of our City, securing, as it did, 
the building of these roads, and thus bringing large acces- 
sions to our Municipal population, wealth and resources. 
During the past year, the dividends on the Chicago and 
Rock Island Railroad brought into the Treasury some six 
thousand dollars, more than enough to pay the interest on 
the Bonds. The liberal policy pursued towards these Rail- 
roads should be extended to other public improvements of 
equally essential importance to our City, and full as certain 
to add largely to our prosperity. 

LOAN OF 7irCT-KXNB THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

Of the :fifty-nine thousand dollars loan, voted last year. 
Bonds to the amount of nine thousand dollars only have 
been issued. The loan was divided as follows : Twenty- 
five thousand dollars for Ulling out aud grading Steam Boat 
Landing ; less than three thousand dollars of which sum 
has been, as yet, expended. Mr. McCammon has a con- 
tract for grading Brady and Seventh streets, and filling up 
: the Levee. According to the recent estimate of the City 
Engineer, it will not cost over twelve thousand dollars to 
fill between Harrison and Brady streets. The balance of 
the money will be subject to the order of the Council. I 
would urs^e ihat the Levee be Macadamized as soon as 
practicable, after the filling in is completed, in order to 
prevent damage by the action of the river current. 

Ten thousand dollars were appropriated for Water works. 
A Committee have been making examinations for suitable 
grounds, who have, from time to time, reported. Although 
the order for tliis loan was made early last summer, no 
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gronnd has been decided upon. It is liighly important that 

measures should be taken iniriiediately to secure a proper 
site for Water Works, and the oecessary surveying and en- 
giueering done to furnish an estimate of the cost of pro- 
curing for the City a constant supply of pure water. As 
soon as such estimates are completed and approved by the 
Council, I would urge the issuing of Bonds for the amount 
required, and the building of said "Water Works at once. 

Ten thousand dollars for Fire Engines and apparatus. 
Of tins amount five thousand five hundred dollars will have 
been expended (when the Fire Engines arrive here, being 
now on the way, via. New Orleans,) in the purchase of two 
Fire Engines, and necessary hose and appendages. The 
balance can be expended for a lot and Engine House, or 
towards the building of Cisterns. Eitlier will come within 
the purview of the loan. 

In this connection, I would urge a liberal appropriation 
to the Fire Department for outfit, &c., and that a lot be 
purchased, and an Engine Ilouse erected, as soon as prao- 
ticable. 

Four thousand dollars for taking stock in the Daven- 
port Gas Light and Coke Company." This was taken with 
an understanding that seventy-five street lamps were to be 

iiiimcdiatoly erected. One semi-annual payment of 
interest has already been made, and no signs of street lamps 
yet appear. The Gas Company should be required, at 
once, to fulfil their part of this agreement The delay that 
has already occurred is unjustifiable. 

PUBLIC BUiLDiiras. 

Among the many important matters demanding early 
attention, are the securing of a suitable lot for, and build- 
ing thereon, a Hospital, at a cost of, at least, fifteen thouT 
sand dollars. The securing of a lot for, and building a 

City Prison, at a cost of about the same amount. A City 
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Hall, with offices for all the city officers, and a court room 
for the Police Magistrate, and such other judicial officers 
as may, from time to time, he added to the city Judiciary, 

with a fire proof vault or safe, for the keeping of valuable 
city papers, should be construeled at a cost of not less than 
twenty thousand dollars. In the upper story of this build- 
ing could he built a large Hall, which would, if properly 
managed, pay at least ten per cent, on the entire cost. 

I would suggest the propriety of borrowing fifty thousand 
dollars, on Bonds of the city, principal payable in twenty 
years, for this purpose. 

STREETS. 

There has been an urgent necessity for the improvement 
of the streets, &c., in almost every part of the city. I 
would urge prompt action on these matters now, even if the 
necessarv funda have to be borrowed on the bonds of the 
city, as the best economy and policy. Good and substantial 
crossings should be made in every part of the city where 
citizens have been taxed for sidewalks; and a contract 
should be made with some responsible party to keep such 
crossings in good passable condition during the entire 
season. 

The principal streets in the city should be graded with- 
out delay, partieularly as a large amount of Macadamizing 
will probably be done this reason, and the road fund will 
be entirely inadequate. This Fund is not sufficient to 
make the ordinary street repairs. Other permanent Im- 
provements must be provided for by making a loan. A 
loan of one hundred thousand dohars for this purpose would 
be desirable. 

Past experience has shown that the Council should never 
permit a single yard of dirt to be hauled upon the streets. 
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but where tliey are in bad condition, they should he im* 
proved hy pioiigliins; in the gutters, and rounding up, as in 
almost every iustance the dirt must be removed below the 
surface grade for permanent improvements, like that of 
Macadamizing. There is one idea in connection with 
grading of streets, to which I would call your particular 
attention. It is easily seen how large a quantity of land 
can be made by an ex])enditure of twelve thousand dollars 
on tlie Levee. An expenditure of fifty thousand dollars 
more would make enough laud to pay the entire cost of 
making. The Elver is shallow in front of the city ; and 
hy extending the Levee, a better landing can be had than 
now ; and the old landing could be cut up into lots, and 
sold for building purposes. 

SEWERA0S. 

A general system of sewerage should be at once adopted. 
There is no city in the world where nature has done more 

towards a natural drainage than in our own ; yet a judicious 
system of sewerage commenced now, and carried out, will 
add immensely to the health of the city, and save, in after 
years, thousands of dollars, and hundreds of Hves. 

DAVKNPOKT. 

Its situation, at the intersection of the two great arterial 

trade currents of the country, would alone give it consid- 
eration and importance ; yet, with rivals above and below, 
generally competing with n< i'or pre-eminence, we must 
not stay our own efforts. Although much has been done, 
more remains to be done. It will not do for us to rest con- 
tent with the success of past exertions, nor trust our future 
to the natural course of events, but with combined and 
well directed efforts on our part, the continued success aad 
growth of our city are beyond doubt. 

Situated on the most magnificent natural highway upon 
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the iforth Americau continent, and on what must eventu- 
ally be the main line of interoceanic communication, being 
the only point at which the Mississippi has been bridged^ 
and in all probability destined for many years to be the 
only snch point in a State that has untold wealth in its 
fertile soil, and commanding all its central position, there 
surely can be no uncertainty as to its future im2:»ortrince. 
Its past History, too, gives large promise. It has reached 
its present development with a rapidity unknown, except 
in Western experience. Its founders, and its first citizens, 
are yet active in our midst, and to these, whose experience 
has been its experience, as they look back upon its insig- 
nificant beginnings, its early struggles, its times of doubt, 
and remember the few short years that have sufficed for 
the growth and prosperity of to-day, no speculation, as to 
its future importance, can seem unreasonable or extrava- 
gant." 

The recommendations of Mayor Sargent were not un- 

h ceded . Appropriations, for the various purposes specified, 
were made, and the improvement during the year was 
rapid bejond precedent. Over thirteen hundred Houses 
were erected, dating from August Ist, 1856, to the close of 
the year 1867, two miles; of street Macadamized, four and 
a half miles of gas pipe laid, over two hundred and fifty 
street lamps erected, and thirteen miles of sidewalk laid. 

This sidewalk estimate includes none above the Railroad 
Bridge, none in East Davenport, and none in North Daven- 
port, except Brady street, though they are all within the 
city limits ; these would certainly eke out the measures to 
twenty miles of sidewalk in the city of Davenport. 

The assessed property of the city increased from one 
hundred thousand dolhirs, in 18r)l, to one million five 
hundred thousand dolhirs in 1854, to three million dollars 
in 1855, to three million ilve hundred and fifty thousand 
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dollars in 1856, and for the present year amounts to five 

millioa two hundred and tweuty-iive thousand ninetj-one 
dollars and ninety-one cents. 

A magnificent Engine Hoase was built at an expense of 
fire thousand dollars, and engines, with hose carts, &c., 
purchased. The "Independent Fire Engine and Hose 
Company'* had organized some time previously under a 

Cliiiiler from the Legislature, and to them was committed 
the care of the Engine House, and lixtures. 

BBCAPITULAIIOK. 

llie number of housa erected in Davenport during ihe year 

ending with 1857 : 

Front street, eleven squares, 89 
Second street, twelve squares, 66 

Third street, thirty squares, 126 
Fourth street, fourteen squares, 42 
Fifth street, thirteen squares, 38 
Sixth street, thirteen squares, 87 
All in the city limits west of Warren aud the bluff, 

to the river, except Third street, 112 

Seventh, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th, 111 
Renwick's mill to bridge avenue, 10 
Le CI aire's common, (laborers' cottages,) 22 
Fulton's addition, 22 
East Davenport, 83 
Fulton and Fejary's subdivision, i:0 

Korth Davenport street, 250 
Part of city bounded east by Harrison street^ south 
by Seventh street, and north and west by city 

liue, 150 

Built outside of city line, 106 

Total, 1214 
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K'umber of miles of street Macadamized, 2 

« " sidewalk laid, 13 

" " gas pipe laid, 4 J 
" " street graded and not yet Maead- 

" street lamps erected, 250, 
Cost of twenty-oiic buildings erected during the past 

year, $611,000. Cost of one building, $75,000 



At the August election, Col. Chas. Weston, Democrat, 
was elected County Judge, James McCosh, Republican, 

liecordcr, nud II. Leonard, Dcruocrat, SlicrliT. The vote 
for the new Coustitution received a majority in its favor, 
and in all other respects, save the two above-mentioned 
officers, the Republican measures were victorious. 

The year 1857 closed, after having, to the full, equalled 
its predecessors in the progress and benefits which it car- 
ried to our citj. The population increased to eighteen 
thousand, immenBe iniprovenients wure projected and ex- 
ecuted, real estate steadily rose in value, and every 
clement of prosperity was rapid and sure in its develop- 
ment. The financial revulsion of the Fall, affected us 
somewhat, but to an extent remarkable for its meagreness. 
Ample facts in regard to this will be afforded hereafter. 

The WiuLer ut "57 and '8 was, up to the thne of writing,* 
the most remarkable on record. The river was as clear of 
ice as it was under the sweltering iniluences of a July sun, 
while the weather was like the balmyness of Spring. 

The prominent occurrence, of the early part of *58, was 
a difficulty between the municipal authorities and the 
Firemen. The former framed an Ordinance, creating cer- 
tain new offices in the Fire Department, which were to be 
filled independently of the Firemen. The latter rebelled 
■ — refused to attend iires, and held meetings denunciatory 

* February 5tli, 1858. 
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of tlio action of the authorities. The Council was firm in 
resistance, and matters seemed likely to assume a most 
unpleasant aspect. Mayor Sargent, however, happened to 
attend a &re, wlieii lie was nearly mobbed by some Ger* 
mans, indignant at some real or fancied wrong in relation 
to one of their Aldermanic representatives. The Firemen 
rallied round the Mayor, affording him a guard of honor 
and protection. The result was that they received their 
Engines again, and a satisfactory compromise effected in 
regard to the Fire Ordinances. 

Business daring the Winter was, as in all other places, 
dull, owing to the derangement of financial affairs, but 
owing to the soundness of business, there were less than 

half a dozen iaihircs — a fact that challenges equality in 
any other place, East or Went, Of these failures there 
were but two of consequence. 



The " Past** is finished — ^but a review of the ^^eld^will 
not be attempted till the Present" has been minutely 
scanned. Then reflections, which our progress hitherto 
affords, will be indulged in. 

As an appropriate finish, the following article, from the 
pen of an editorial cofrerey is appended. It was written 
May, 1867 : 

*'Five years ago Davenport was only diatingnished as 
the most beautiful village on the Mississippi river. Rest- 
ing upon the western bank of this great river, and nestling 
in the boBom of a grand amplii theatre, formed by a crescent 
of bluffs circling around the plain, a half mile back from 
the river in front — the clifi's of liock Island parting the 
crystal waves, and old Fort Armstrong resting upon these 
walls of stone — ^the village of Rock Island opposite^ and the 
iver coiling off in the distance, glittering like a silver 
18 
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thread for miles — ci rtainly no lovelier spot over ir1n»l(lened 
the eyes af maQ, than Davenport as a village. It tlieu had 
only about seventeen hundred, or two thousand inhabitants. 
Few, we have a population of from fourteen to fifteen 
thousand people, all actively engaged in business^ all in* 
tent upon developing to the utmost the great advantages 
of the place, all striving to conUiuie the growth so rc- 
markahly commonccd, and with every iucentive to ener- 
getic action. "VVithm five years, Davenport has changed 
from the village to the first city in Iowa, and she is now as 
remarkable for her commerce, trade and manufactures, for 
all the attributes of a flourishing city, as five years ago she 
was for her loveliness as a village. Last fall, we published 
a fall list of the luaiiut'uciiiros of Davenport. Onr own 
citizens were astonished at th^' extent and varietv of man- 
ufactures in the city, and the aggregate annual amount of 
manufactured articles. Since then, the list has been largely 
increased, and this season will mark an augmentation as 
remarkable as any year's increase since oxir village history. 
Upon no surer foundation for prosperity can a young city 
rest, than npon her manufactures — but when with these 
are linked so great a river and railroad, or eomiuercial ad- 
vantages, as Davenport enjoys, who can tell when or where 
the prosperity and progress marking our city, at this lime, 
may cease ? The people of Davenport feel justly proud of 
the manufactures of their city. While rival cities are de* 
pending almost entirely upon their commercial advanti^es, 
and resting their whole futiae upon this or that railroad 
enterprise, we, enjoyiiig, probably, all their advantages of 
this nature, place a strong reliance upon the influence of 
various and extended and rapidly increasing manufactures, 
to cany forward that prosperity so happily begun, and so 
wonderfully marking our present history. We consider 
this no weak reliance, when we reflect upon the amount of 
capital invested in nianaracLureo at this point, ihe nuniber 
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of persons engaged, and the numliers flocking here for em- 
Xjloyment, in response to tJie demand, tlie independence 
given us of distant communities in so many particulars, and 
the standard men of means who are continually coming 
into our midst to open new branches of mechanics. We 
anticipate that our list of next fall will show an increase in 
capital, amount of manufactures, number of hands em- 
ployed, 6;c., of fully one-third over our last year's statistics. 

Commercially, we are situated far enough on the river 
above St. Louis to be entirely independent of the influences 
of that city, and near enough to avail ourselves of its ad- 
vantages as a market of demand and supply. We are at 

the foot of the upper Kapids, aud the center of one of the 
richest aud most thickly settled regions of country in the 
great Mississippi Valley. "We have direct connection with 
Chicago by railroad, a distance of eight or nine hours travel, 
and through its railroad with the East, &c. With the in- 
terior we are connected by the Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad, some time since finished to Iowa City, the capitol of 
the State, and doing an excellent business, and now fast 
being built to connect us with the Missouri river. This 
road is already a great artery of trade and travel, and every 
month is increasing its business, and its value to this ciiy. 
Of other roads in contemplation, we have not now space to 
speak. At this point, the great bridge crosses the Missis- 
sippi, the only bridge spanning this vast body of water in 
its "whole length, from St. Anthony to the Gulf. It is 
evident that other roads must be drawn to this point to 
obtain a bridge crossing. Indirectly, we consider the 
bridge of immense importance to our city* In itself it is 
a magnificent structure, and one in which we feel a par- 
donable pride. We claim commercial advantages for Dav- 
enport second to those of no other point above St Louis. 

The very fact of the country, back of Davenport, being 
so thickly settled, farm after farm stretching out in every 
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direction, like a vast garden, and villages dotting the 
prairie at every Btream and grovej with the continued in- 
flux of immigrants, ot the best stamina, is, in itself, per- 
haps, sufficient to demonstrate that the wonderful growth 
of our city is but the natural result of plain causes, and 
must continue so long as the causes exist. We have the 
hack country, and the people in the hack country, to sus- 
tain a far larger city than Davenport now is. 

The population of Davenport is principally composed of 
the most substantial classes of Eastern people, l^ew Eng- 
land is largely represented in our midst, with enough of 
Western leaven to add go-ahead energy to backbone! 
The clime is nearly assimilated to that of Kew England— 
cold dry winters, and delightful summers. At this time, 
there is a great deal of casli capital coining from tlie East 
to this place seeking investment. Consequent upon this, 
in part, there is an immense amount of property changing 
hands, and we have heard of no sale this season, nor do we 
expect to hear of one made under ordinary circumstances, 
in which the seller receives not a full remunerative price. 
Property in the city, and about the city, is steadily in- 
creasing in value, witli no pros{)ect of cessation, much less 
of revulsion. It is not above what it should be, even if oar 
city had no prospect of future swift growth — ^but on the 
contrary, it must continue improving with the progress of 
the city. Property in several other upper Mississippi cities, 
not really so l^rge as Davenport^ is almost or quite double 
what it is here, and rents |)roportionately higliei\ In those 
places a revulsion should be expected. Perhaps it were 
better i:or their real prosperity that it should speedily take 
place, as the present condition of things is driving to other 
points the very men calculated most to build up a city. A 
portion of our daily increase of population is made up of 
mechanics, and others, who cannot go to other places if they 
so desire. 
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Thus much we have hastily sketched of our own city as 
it is. We have not the space to give many interesting 
fates connected with our city, or to more than barely touch 
upon those things in which the stranger is most interested. 
Davenport is healthy and prosperous. The man of capital, 
or the man depending upon his skill, or strong arm alone, 
for success, and seeking a new home, should turn his eyes 
to this place. Let liim come and examine for himself. 
He will find at this point, on both sides of the river, nearly 
thirty thousand people, with capital and labor unitedly ex- 
erting their wonderful influence, and more capital and labor 
in demand. He will see evidences of prosperity and pro* 
gress for which he may vainly seek among the younger or 
smaller cities of the East or South. Let him become one 
of us, and uniting liis energies and industry to ours, grow 
and prosper with us." 



BIOGfiAPHIES. 



PAST AND PRBSENT. 



145 



CHAPTER Xiil. 



COL. GEO. DAVENPORT, 

ONB or THB OBI0IKAL PBOPBZBTOBS OF DATERPOBT, AKD AFTBB ITH&ll TBB CttT 

WAS HAKBD. 



Gbobob Dayjunpobt was bora in the year 1^8, in LincoliiBhire^ England, and, 
1 at the age of seTenteea years, was placed with an Unde (master of a Mer- 
chant irliip) to leara the eeafaring business. During the next three years, he 
visited many seaports on the Baltic, and of France, Spfitn, and Portugal. In 
the fall of 180B, the Bhij.) sailed with a carj^o from Liverpool for St. Peters- 
bargb, and shortly after its arrival an embargo was laid upon all the English 
Tesscls ia that port — the vessels taken possession of, and their crows thrown 
into priBoa by the Russian Governnient. The crew of Mr. DaYeaport's vessel 
were confined in an old stone chnrch, where ihey remained during a long and 
dreary winter, suffering Tory mnoh from cold and hunger. In the Spring they 
were released^ and thehr Tessel restored to them. After retarning home, their 
next yoyt^e was from Liverpool to New York, with a cargo of goods>-4hi8 was 
in the summer of 1&04. They arrived safely at thdr destinadon, and had dis- 
charged thmr load, and tidken in a cargo for Liverpool, and were on the eve 6f 
sailing:, "when an accident took place, which changed the whole course of his 
life. Every thing was iti readiness for sailing, they had cn^nmenced to heave 
up the anchor, vrbea one of the sailors was knocked overboard. Standing 
I near the stern, at the side of the vessel, Mr. 1). saw the accident, and imme- 
diately jumped into a small boat, and caught the sailor by the hair aa he was 
going down the last time^-drawing him up, and holding him until they eame 
to his assistance. In jomping into the boat, he struck .one of the seats, and 
fractured his leg very badly ; and there being no surgeon on board, the Captain 
had him taken to the city, and placed in the hospital, with directions for every 
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posaible care to be taken of him. After remaining there some two months, he 
was advised to go into the country to reornit his health. Acting upon this 

advice, he \Tent to New Jericy, and stopped at the pleasfint vilhcre of Rahwaf ^ 
where lie remained some time, and then \yent to CarJislc, Ponnpylvania. "While 
here, he became acquainted with a young onicfcr, Lieut. Lawrenee, who was re- 
cruiting for the army. Taking quite a likinpf for him, he proposed, that if he 
would enlist he would get him the appointment ot Sergeant, which proposition 
was accepted, and he receiyed the appointment of Sergeant in Capt. McLeary ^ 
Company of the First Regiment of Infantry. He then went to Harrisburg on 
a recmiting expeditions, and remained nntil they had enlisted the number of 
men required, after which they returned to Carlisle Barracks, and remained 
until the Spring of 1806, occupied in drilling, and learning all the arts of war. 

They then received orders to join the army at Nelr Orleans, under the com- 
mand of Gen. Wilkinson. They walked across the mountains to Pittsburgh, 
and there they procured boats, and rowed down the river to New Orlean-, 

On their arrival at that city, thpy were kept constantly at work repairing 
and building new fortifications, and putting the place in a state of defence. 
Durinff that Summer, the Holdier.s sutlY-red very much fiom sickness. In the 
Fall, the troops received orders to uiuruh to Sabine Eiver, against the 
Spaniards ; which expedition has since been known as the Sabine £xpe« 
dition.'' The troops were placed in keel boats, and worked their way up the 
MisslBsippi and Bed BiTcr, suffering every kind of hardship and fatigue, hot 
weather, bad water, and any quantity of musquitoes could afford, before they 
arrived at Nachetochez. During this trip, Mr. D. steered one of the boats, 
and came very near being drowned. In consequence of the boats sheering 
and swinging around, the steering oar knocked him into the river, but fortu- 
nately, as he came up, he seized hold of the blade of the oar, and held on 
nntil he wavS rescued. After remaining here a short time, he was sent by Gen. 
Wilkinson \Yith dispatches to " Fort Adams," on the Mississippi. He took one 
man with him, got his provisions into a canoe, and started down Ked River. 
When they had reached the great bend, they met with an accident, that came 
near losing them their lives* The canoe struck a snagj and upset them in the 
river, but by clinging to the drift wood, they made out to reach the shore, 
making a narrow escape with their lives. Losing their canoe, and aU of their 
provisions, they were now obliged to strike across the country to the Missis- 
sippi, traveling over swamps, bayous, sloughs, having frequently to get logs 
together, and make rafts to cross on. 

During this travel, they were nearly eaten up by musquitoes. At night 
they would bnild a fire, and make a dense smoke, to keep them off. While one 
of them would sleep, the other would watch, keep up the lire, and looking out 
for " Alligators." They were several d&ya m reaching "Fort Adams,'" and 
weore nearly worn out, living only upon what berries and wild fruit they could 
find. 

Peace being made with the Spaniards, Gen. Wilkinson returned with the 
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troops to New Orleans, and as soon as tlicy arrived, tlioy commenced to pnt 
the placp in n state of defence against the **Burr Expedirion," which was on 
its way dm-.-n tlio river. There »was great excitoment in thccity. The military 
were kept couistautly on duty, and la a t^hort time the city was declared under 
Martial Law. Daring this time, Mr. D. was on datj as " Orderly'' to <3en. 
Wilkinson. Abont the middle of December, 1806, be was sent with a guard to 
arrest Dr. Errick Bollman, which was effected about twelve o'clock at night. 
Thej snrronnded the house, posting sentinels around it to prevent any possible 
escape. When they knocked at the door, a person came an l ; 'ued it, and 
enquired what they wanted. They replied *'Dr. BoHman." The person 
stated the Doctor was not there. Tiiey, liowever, entered, searcbed the 
bouse, and found the Doctor in his room, drcssiriL'; himpclf, when they arrested 
liim for " Treason," takinfj; liitn down to the Fort for pafe keeping. 

Durint^ the stay of the troops in New Orleans, they sufTered dren ifuliy from 
sickne-s, uot being accustomed to the climate. It frequently became Mr, D.'s 
turn to take charge of tlie men detailed to Imry the dead. This was a dread- 
ful duty. The graves could not be sunk more than three feet, owing to the 
water being so near the surface, while the men bad to bail out the water as 
they dug the graves ; and when the coffin was put in, they had to hold it down 
with their spades until the grave could be filled up with earth to keep the 
cojffin from floating. The sun's scorching heat, and the intolerable stench from 
the shallow graves, made this the hardest duty that was possible for any one to 
perform, and a great many lost their lives from the eflFects of it. After the 
arrest of "Burr," and his associates, and every thing had quieted down, most 
of the troops were sent to Natchez. Fort Adams, and othermorc healthy placcB. 

In the Spring of ISOY, Mr. 1). was sent with a party of troops to the IHiom- 
ichita Rtver, in the Ciioctaw Country, where they bnilt a Biook Houfe, and 
remained there until lull, vvheu they ret-arued to Natchez. Mr. D. then re- 
ceived orders to go on a recruitiag expedition to fill the regiment, whidi was 
nearly decimated by losses from sickness. He sailed from New OrleaiiB to 
Philadelphia, where he enlisted quite a number of men ; going flrom there to 
Baltimore, and thence to Winchester, Virginia, 1809. Here he remained until 
the Spring of 1810, when he was ordered West to join his regiment. Thef 
walked over the mountains to Pittsburgh. Here they procured keel boats, 
and proceeded down the Ohio, then up the .Mississippi and Missouri to the 
Barracks, at Bellefontaine. He remained here until tlie Summer of 1812, when 
he went with Capt. Owenhj' Company, in boats, up the Mississippi, to an Island 
just hclow the mouth of the Illinois. Here they built temporary fortifications, 
and remained until Pall, to protect Idt. Louis and the settlements from being 
attacked by the Indians. 

About this time, Gen. Howard organized an expedition to go against the 
Indians on the Illinois river, at Peoria Lake, where the Pottawotamies had 
several villages. The regular troops were ordered to proceed by water to 
Peoria, while the rangers and volunteers proceeded across the country. They 
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got their keel boats in reaclinees, and had the ** Cargo Boxes" donble planked, 
80 as to make them ball proof->made loop and port holes for musketry and 
light pieoes of cannon. They arrived at the foot of Peoria Lake 'without see* 
ing any Indians — ^landed their men, and commenced to bnild a Block House on 
the top of a high bank, which overlooked tiie prairie for some distance. After 
finishing this, tboy sunk a "cvell to supply it with water. Having arranged 
things so as to draw up tho water with a sweep, it was uecessary to have a 
fjrape vine to attach to the pole. Mr. P. having; noticed some grape vines in 
the woods, a ehort distance from the Block Ilonse, took a man with him to get 
one, iind soon found the article in question. They cut it, aiid were trimniiuj; 
it, when an unusual sound attracted their attention. They became uiariued, 
and started for the Fort, and when they reached the edge of the timber ho 
climbed a tree to reconnoiter the prairie in the direction of the Block House, 
and to his horror he beheld the prairie swarming with Indians, moving toward 
the Block House. He deseeded as fast as possible, and told his companion 
that their only chance of escape was by getting under the bank, and running 
for their lives along the shore of the lake, endeavoring thus to reach the 
Block House before the Indians discovered them. They started, but were not 
half way to the Fort before the battle eoramenced. The firing from the Block 
House, and the yells of tho Indiana on the prairie abovo them, increased their 
speed "considerable,"'' and they made, perhaps, the fa>;test time ever known. 
When they approached near the Block House, tbcy found it was imposaible to 
reach it, as the IndianB were nearer than they were, and their only change now 
was to get to the gun boats at the lake. When they were about half way to 
the boats, the Indians discovered them, and commenced firing at them, and} 
yelling like a pack of devils, made towards the boats. This alarmed the men 
on board, who commenced to push out into the lake, but, fortunatelyv one of 
the boats gronnded on a aand bar, which accident saved Mr. D. and his com- 
panion. Th^ rushed into the water, and, wading to the boat, put their 
shoulders to the bow, and pushed it Into deep water. During all this time the 
Indians were firing at them, and tho balls kept whizing by, taaking it anythin*^ 
but comfortable, Tbey soon got on board, and under cover. Mr. D. deter- 
mined on revcnfce, and pointing one of i!ie small cannon, he took good aim at 
the red skijis, and applied the match. The guu misssed lire. "While hunting for 
a primer, some one elevated the piece too high* When he applied the match, 
the piece went off with a tremendous explosion, so much so that he thought 
the whole boat was blown up. The muzzle of the gun had been elevated 
above the edge of the port hole, and when it went off, the whole load struck 
the side of the boat. By this time the brisk fire kept up from the Block House 
and boats, obliged the Indians to retreat. 

Nothing of any importance occurred until about the fLv?t of December, when 
n larcre party of Pottawottamies arrived with a «' white flag," and .sent in three 
of their Chief* to the Fort, and proposed to meet the Commanding officer in 
GoaacU* This was agreed to, and arrangements were made for the meeting a 
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certain onmber of Chiefs and Braves in Council. A place and time were agreed 
upon, and wlien the time arrived, about" forty of the priucipal Chiefs and 
Braves approached the place, dressed in their full Indian costume, headed by 
their principal Chief, the old Black Partridge. They were met by the Com- 
manding officer, and all the officers of the post. After shaking bands, and 
passing arotind the Peaco Pipr. the old Chief ex'plaincd big bupiness. They 
'^•ished to be friends with the Americans, to stop war, Miid make a treaty of 
peace with him, Tlie Coiuuiaadiug otlicor complimented tliem for the decision, 
and promised to send their talk to the Superinteildeut of Indian Alfairs, Gen. 
Clark, at ;St. Louis, as he had no orders or authority to treat with them. He 
proposed that they sbould send a delegation of their Chiefe and Warriors to St 
Louis, and he agreed to send some of bis soldiers with them, to see them safe 
through the white settlements. This was agreed to. So they selected thirteen 
of their principal men, and one woman. The Commander ordered Mr. Daven- 
port to select four trusty men, and take charge of the Indians, and escort them 
to St. Louis. This was rather an unpleasant duty, for ^ve men to start out 
with a lot of hostile Indians, but if, had to h<d done — there was notbing to be 
done but to obey orders, and accordingly ho got a suflicient snpplj of pro- 
visions, and placed them aboard of a Perogue, and embarking his party, 
started down the Illinois river. The principal Chiefs were Gomo, Senatchwine, 
Sbiggashack, Comas, and Ulack Partridge. They had traveled but one day, 
when the river froze up, obliging tbem 'to abandon their boat, and travel by 
land. Each tqo^ a small quantity of provisions, the remainder was rolled up, 
and placed in a hollow tree. With the provisions, they also had a small keg 
of whisky, and after giving each one of the party a dram, it was proposed to 
hide it with the provisions, so that the Indians could have it on their return, 
but the old Elack Partridge insisted that they should drink it all then. Mr. D. 
told him he could not do so. lie then directed tbem to move on, and his men 
to follow in the roar, while he remained to put away the keg of liquor. After 
they were out of sight, he took the l^eg and concealed it in a different place 
from that mentioned to the luilians, having become alarmed at their con- 
duct, and being afraid they would lelum, and take the liq^uor, and get drunk. 
In that case, they were sure to have trouble, and, perhaps, lose their lives. 
He soon overtook the company, but all day the Old Black Partridge was very 
i moody and discontented. At night they encamped on a point of the river ; 
and he managed to place the Indians on the point, and his own camp behind 
them, so that they could not go back without his knowing it. Each bad a 
guard to watch the other.. They traveled, in this cautious manner, two or 
three days, when they discovered a smoke across the prairie, which alarmed 
the Indians. They stated tliat there was a large war party of Sacs out, and 
thought from the smoke it must be them, and if they saw thera they would be 
killed, tliey could not be paved from these Ibrniidalde bravH>!. This was not 
very eoulurtabie news, but they avoided the danger by avuidiug the prairie, 
and following the Umber, and making no fire at night. They traveled on tor a 
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Bumber of days, and Trhen thcj iDogan to approach the Mississippi a new 
danger began to threaten the imagination of the Indiftns. The dangers svero 
ordered to scour the country as fai* up as the mouth of the Illinois, and thtre 
was great danger of faliing in with them, and their firing on tlieni before the 
Raogers diacoYered that there were auj whites with them. When camping at 
night, the irhites hang their bats and coats upon poles, so that in case of an 
approach of the Rangers, the Indians would not be fired upon. 

In this way they traveled, and, after suffering yerj moch from the inclem- 
ency of the weather, and flrom hunger, they arrived at St. Louis, and were 
very well received, and were soon called to the Council Chamber, and a treaty 
concluded with the Indians, who left five of their number as hostages for its 
fulfilment. 

Gov, Clark enquired of Mr. Davenport "how it hnd been possible for him, 
and his party, to reach the white settlements without being .^con by the 
Hangers, who were ordered to guard the frontiers from a sui-jjrise by the 
Indians ? ' Mr. Davenport replied, " that he had not seen any thing of the 
Bangers, nor any signs of their ever having been to the mouth of the lUlnois." 
Some of the officers of the Bangers were present, and overheard the conversa- 
tion, and when they left, they swore they would show Mr. Davenport's party 
whether there were rangers on the look out or not. 

Gov. Clark supplied the Chiefe with presents and provisions, and directed 
Mr. Davenport to take the party up thd ri^er in a Perogue, and land them at 
the mouth of the Illinois river, on the north side, so that they might return 
home in safety. After getting every thing in order, they started on their re- 
turn. ■ They were obliged to keep on the Missouri side all the way up, for fear 
of the Rangers firing on them, as they were very angry at the statements that 
had been mado by Mr, Davenport, and had sworn vengeance against him and 
his party on their return. They, however, reached home in safety. 

Mr. Davenport returned to Bellefontaine, and remained there until the Spring 
of 1814, when the first re^ment was ordered to join Gen. Brown on the 
Canada line. They shipped on keel boats, and went down the Mississippi, 
and up the Ohio to Pittsburgh. They then crossed over the mountains by 
forced marches, until they arrived at the town of Erie. They immediately 
embarked on two vessels, and sailed to Fort £rie, where they were ordered to 
be reviewed. They put themselves in as good order as possible, paraded, and 
received orders at once to march to Lnndy'g Lane, and arrived in time to be 
in the hottest part of the battle. This was very hard service, as they had jn«t 
performed a long and fatiguing journey without au hour's rest. But the army 
was hard pressed, and had need of every man that could be brought into 
action daring the battle. Mr. Davenport had to assist in taldng one of the 
officers, who was severdy wounded, from the field, and laid his musket down 
to perform the service, and when he returned it was gone. He soon found one 
by the side of a British soldier, which he took, and found to be one of the 
"Glengarian Muskets," a very excellent exchange for the one he had lost, 
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(this old relic is still kept in tbe fikmily^ in memory of the war.) Mr. Daven- 
port was in many very perilons situations dnring thisserrice time, often being 
placed on piquet-guard duty» and during the siege of ** Fort Erie," he was on 
duty at one of tbe batteries night and day, irith scarcely a moment's rest. He 

was 'xho on duty at I»Iack Rock, in charf!:e of a battery, a part of tbe time. 
At the time of the " sortie,'' he was one of the attacking party which drove 
the J^ritish from their works. After the seige was over, the troops crossed 
back again to Bnff;ilo, and the First Regiment marched to Pittsbnrch, and 
then by boats to Bellefontaine. After being there a short time, his term of 
serrioe expired, and he got an honorable discharge, having given his adopted 
country ten years of very active duty, and of the very best part of his life. At 
this time, he was employed by Gol. Wm. Morrison, of Kentucky, Government 
Contractor, as his agent to supply the troops with provisions — ^the Commissary 
Department being at lhat time under tbe management of the Contractors. He 
now came to St. Lonis, and took charge of several keel boats, loaded with tbe 
necessary provisions. A large drove of cattle were also purchased, and driven 
throufrh the countrr. They started up the river, and arrived at the mouth of 
111 0 Dcs Moines iiiver late in tlio Fall, and concluded to stop there for the 
Winter ; and built a number of loff huts for the men, and for storing the pro- 
viisions. It beitig &o lute, it was auUcult to build huts iu sutHcieut numbers. 
The best he could do, was to put poles into the ground, and nail up green 
hides for siding and roofing, and when they got dry, th^ made a tolerably 
warm house. This 'Post was called Cantonment Davis." The next year, 
" Fort Edwards*^ was built here. 

In tbe Spring of 1816, tbe Eighth Begiment, and a Company of Eiflemen, 
under the command of Col. Lawrence, (the very same officer and friend with 
whom Mr. Davenport bad enlisted ten years before,) embarked on boats, 
and started up the river. They arrived at the mouth of Rock River, and ex- 
amined the country for a site for a Fort, and the result was the selecting of 
the lower end of Rock Island as the most suitable point. They lauded on 
Rock Island ou the teuih of May, IblG. As soon as they had completed their 
encampment, he employed the soldiers to cut logs, and built store bouses for 
the provisions, and had a bake house and oven put up. This was the first 
building ever erected on this Island. The soldiers now set to work to build 
the Fort, which was named Fort Armstrong." At this time, there lived a 
large body of Indians in the vicinity, numbering some ten thousand, divided 
in three villa^^es, one on the East side of the Biver, near the foot of the Island, 
called Waupellow Village," and about three miles South, on tbe bank of 
Rock River, stood tlio famous village of " Black FTawk," and on the "West side 
of the River stood a small village named after an old Rr:ive, Uskosh.'" Upon 
the first arrival ot tbe troops on the Island, the Indians were very much dis- 
satiiihe'l, but the officers took great pains to gain their friendship l)y making 
them many presents, and they soon became reconciled, and were must excel- 
lent neighbors. Dnring the first Summer they would frequently bring over 
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Bupplies of Bweet corn, beans, pumpkins, and such other Tegetables as they 

raised, aoid present them to Mr. Davenport, and the officers, with the remark) 
that they bad raised none, and that they themselves had plenty, invariably 
refusing to take any pay. 

During the first Summer an incident occurred, which gaye Mr. Davenport an 
Indian name. Some of liis cattle having straypd off the l55!and, he took Bome 
men, and went over to look for thcui, in the bottom, at the nicuth of Rock 
River, but not finding them, they were returulug along the bank of the river, 
in front of the Indian village. When opposite some of the lodges, a party of 
drunken Indians came rushing out towards them — ^hia men took to their heels, 
bot he stood his ground \ some dozen of the drunken Indians seized him by 
the arms, legs, and coat-tail, while another drunken fellow held a large black 
bottle in hb hand, and would stagger up and try to hit him on the head with 
it, which blow would require all his strength to dodge. This manoeuver was 
repeated a number of times, until he was nearly exhausted, and had about 
made up bis mind that the ** cursed Indian-' would break his head with the 
bottle, when an old Indian, a friend of his, happened to see what was going 
on, when he cried out " Saganosh, Saganos^h I" ("he is an Englishman.") 
These words operated like magic — they loosed holds, an^ commenced to shake 
him by the bands, and endeavored to be the cleverest fellows in the world. He 
was ever afterward known, by the diliereut tribes, as "Saganosh." At thia 
time he resided near the Fort, and continued to supply the troops with pro. 
visions, but in the second year, he buUt a double log cabin and store-house 
adjoining, about a half mile from the Fort, and where the present residence is. 
He now, with what little money he had saved, purchased a small stock of 
Indian goods, and commenced the Indian Trader.'^ At this time there was 
a large tribe of Winnebagoes, or, as the French called them. Peons, that in- 
habited Rock River country and the Winnebago Swamps. This tribe had a 
very bad name, and were always very hostile and treacherous, and they had 
been in the habit, for several years before, when a trader came among them 
with goods, to kill him, anil take the goods, as the easiest way of making 
short bargain, &o that the Tieuch traders had been afraid, for some time, to 
go among them. Mr. Davenport, not knowing much about the Indians at this 
time, and hearing that they had large quantities of furs, and that no traders 
had visited them for some time, concluded that this would be the best place 
for him to trade in. As soon as the French Traders, (most of whom were in 
the employ of the American Fur Company,) heard of it, they advised him not 
to attempt it, as he would be killed and robbed, but he detcarmined to try it, 
and fitted out five or six pack-horses, loaded them with goods, and taking two 
Canadians, Gokey and Degree, with him, started up Rock River. They soon 
reached the Winnebago encampment, lie immediately got the Chiefs and 
principal men together, and made them a " talk." He told them he had heard 
that they were in want of many kind of goods, and tbat they had plenty of 
furs, so he had come up to trade with them, bat that before he had started he 
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had been told that they were a very had people, and was adrised not to go 

araonc: them, Imt ho did not believe these stories, and that he had come among 
them to see for himself. The Chiefs <hook him by the hand, and expressed 
great satisfnctiou at the confidence lie had in them, and assured him if he 
wouM trade with them, he should never have cause to comphiiu. Thcj then 
sent a crjer through the ditierent encampments, to announce the arrival of a 
trader, and that thej must treat him well. He now vnpacked his horses, 
and placed his goods in one of the lodges, which was offered him. He com- 
menced to trade, and soon sold all his goods, and had received the best kind 
of Fars in payment, and at yery good profits. He now loaded np his horses, 
and started back with Gokey, leaving Degree in charge of a part of the Furs, 
while he returned to get another supply of goods. He now visited all the dif- 
ferent encampments, and met with very good treatment — his trade soon in- 
creased so largely that he established several trndinr: posts on Hock Biver, and 
maintained them tor many years, makinfr a very profitable business. 

At this ea.Tly time, most of the Indian (roods were brouf:litfrom " Mackinac" 
through Green Bay, then up the Fox Kiver to the "Fortage, " there packed 
across to the Wisconsin River, then down the Mississippi in " Mackinaw Boats." 
He once sent an order to Mackinaw for an assortment of Indian goods, camp- 
ing equipage, four bands, and a Mackinaw boat, and everything complete, was 
delivered to them at Bock Island. 

His employees were Canadians, hired for three years, at one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars per year, and were very faithful hands. Shortly after he 
had commenced trading up Bock Hivcr he made a very narrow escape. About 
this time several war parties had ^one to attack the settlements, one of which 
had been untortunatc, and ha,d lost some of their men, so that, on their return^ 
the relations of those that were killed felt very hostile, and determined to be 
revenged at the Hist opportunity. Sol knowing auy thing of this state of 
things, Mr. Davenport packed np some goods on four or five horses, taking 
Gokey with him, and started up Bock Biver. They arrived at Prophets Town, 
and went immediately to their old friend, **Wetaico's Lodge.'* The old man 
met them, but seemed much alarmed. He shook them by the hand, and said 
he was very sorry they had come at this time ; he was afraid they would be 
killed, as there lyas a war party just about to start from the npper end of the 
village, headed by the " Crane," who had lost some relaiives, but that he 
would do all he could to save them. Tais was said to them in the Chippewa 
Tongue, as that was generally \ised by the traders. He invited them to sit 
down, when the yells of an appro.aching party of Indians was heard. He told 
them to keep cool, and show no signs of alarm. In a few minutes a large 
crowd surrounded the lodge, whooping and yelling like so many'" devils.' 
The old man now stepped to the door of his lodge, and enquired what they 
wanted, (in the Winnebago language.) They replied that they had come to 
kill the white men.'' The old man now made them a long speech, elaiming 
the rights of hospitality, and the sacredness of his lodge. He told them they 
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were fools I Whj be iu so great a hurry ? Tliat they had plenty' of time, aB 
the trader was going to encamp just below the Tillage, and would remain three 
or four dajs to trade! This seemed reasonable, and tbe crowd assented to it, 
and retired. The old man returned, and said he eoold sare them, but they 
must follow strictly his council. He then directed them to go jnst below the 
Tillage, and pitch their teni near the bank of the river — unpack their goods, 
tnm cat their horses, and make every preparation for remaining several days, 
and in the meantime he wonld place a light canoe and paddles a little way 
below tho!r tent, and as soon r3 it was dark, to slip away from their camp- 
iire, jump into the canoe, ant] ihr.it d^wn tbc river until they were ont of hf ar- 
ing of the village, and then to pauuk I'or their lives, but to lay by in tin- higli 
f^rass in the day time, as they iniglit be pursued, and headed off across some 
of the bends ol tiie river. 'Ihey ioUovred his advice strictly, put up their teat 
built a fire, and spaneeled their horses, arranged their goods, and made 
preparations for cooking. Some few ludians came to them, and desired to 
trade, bnt they put them off tintil next day, on the score of fatigue. They 
did this to throw them off their guard. The hours seemed very long, but 
darkness came at last, and they stole away from their encampment, reached 
the canoe, and floated quietly down the river, and as soon as they were out of 
sight of the camp-fires, they began to paddle their eaaoe swiftly down Eock 
River. Several times, durinn; the nijrht, they «?,^v carap-fires ahcnd of them, 
on the bank of the river, and were obii:?iMl to (Vrift past ibem on the opposite 
side, under the shadow of the bank. As soon as it was day-light, they landed, 
hauled their canoe into the tail grass, and concealed themselves during the 
day, and when it was dark, they started agiun, and paddled all night. Kext 
morning they found themselves at the mouth of Bock River, and soon reached 
Bock Island. 

Sometime afterwards **01d Wetaico'^ visited Bock Island, when he gave an 
Account of what occnnred. The next morning after the escape, he said, the 
whole village turned out — ^men, women, and children, marched down to the 
tent, headed by the Crane" and his war party, armed with their tomahawks, 
bows and arrows, and painted-^siagtng their war song,** and beaUng their 
drums. They advanoed, dancing their war dance, and surrounded the tent* 
But they soon found " that white man is Tcry uncertain." 

Owing to the bad feeling of this pnrt of the tribe, he did not go among them 
for some time afterward. The Winneba^'nps fref^utntly came (]o\rn to the 
Isliiiid to trruJe. in small parties, but they appsnrt d very sullen and shy. They 
did not like to visit ihe ir'ort much. Mr. Davenport felt gatisSed thai if they 
got a good opportunity they would kill some of the whites. 

In 18IS, Mr. Davenport gave up the agency of supplying the troops, and 
turned his attention entirely to the Indian trade. He made arrangements for 
building him a ho«ise and store, and got the commanding officer (Col. Morgan,^ 
to point out the place where he could build without interfering with the Forts. 
The place selected was the one where bis late residence now stands. He put 
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Bp a double log cabin, with ;i cbiinnev between them. He now went to St. 
Louis, and purchased a supplj of good^j and provisions, and bought a smali 
keel boat, ("Fljring Betaey,") loaded Ler with them, and returned to Eook 
Islaod. 

Heretofore, Mr. Davenport had confined his trade principallj to the Winue- 
bagoe8,buthe now oommenced to trade with the Sacs and Foxes, in opposition 
to the "American Pur Company's" traders. During the Winter he was con- 
stantly traversing the prairies of Iowa, and visiting every encampment in per- 
son. He, in this way, selected all the best furs, while the old French traders 
had very little en^rgv, and «pldom left their trading post. In the Spring, he 
would have all his furs and skins nicely packed and prepared— feathers all 
sacked, bees-wax and deerg tallow all barreled— then would load his boat, and 
go to St. Louiis, and sell his c-ir^^o, which always commundcd the highest 
market price, owing to the good condition in which ever v thing wa.s put up. 

It was customary, with the Sac and Fox Indians, residing iu this vicinity, 
when they had finished planting their corn, for the young men to go ou a 
Summer hunt for Buffalo and Deer, while the old men, and most of the women 
would go up to the "lead mines" in their canoes, and dig mineral, smelt 
it in log furnaces, and return back again about the time their corn would be 
fit to eat On these occasions he would load his keel boat with provisions, 
and a few jrood?, and go up to Fever River, (or, « Mau-cau-pi-a-sepo," or 
Small Pox Kiver, as tho Indians called it,) and trade with the Indians for their 
lead. He also visited tlie mines on the West side of the Mississippi, (where 
the Dubuque mines were.) and obtained large quantities of lead Of them 
. which branch of the trade was very valuable. 

In the Fall of I8l9, Mr. Davenport, and his fuaiily, came very near being 
massacred by the Winnebagoes. A party of twenty of whom, headed by the 
" Crane," arrived about sun-down, and said they wanted to trade. He told 
them he never opened his store after sun-down, that they would have to wait 
until next day. At this, they seemed to be very much dissatisfied, but he in- 
vited them into the room occupied by his men, (a<^oiniug the room he lived 
in,) and gave them plenty to eat, and pipes and tobacco, and told them they 
could Bleep on the floor, in front of the fire. At this time, he had only two 
men at home, Jerome, and another trader. About bed time, Jerome came into 
his room, and told liim he did not like the conduct of the Indians, that they 
did not act right, that they had laid down without taking off their moccasins, 
or other things, and that he was aiVaid to sleep in the room with them and 
that they intended to do some mischief, lie told Jerome to bring iu the other 
man, and their blankets, and sleep on the floor. The two rooms were divided 
by a chimney, with a short passage at one side, from one room to the other, 
with a door at each end. Jerome, and the man, came in with their blankets 
and guns, and laid down on the floor, with their guns beside them. Soon 
after, one of the Indians came in, and said, he wished to sleep on the floor, as 
the other room was rather crowded. He secured permission to do so. 'as 
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soon as the men had Inid down, Mr. Davenport examined evf-ry thing, to seo 
that the fruns "^cre fill in their proper places, as he geneially kept a number 
alwajs loaded, siaadiug against the wall ready, in oase of an attack. He then 
put a sack of sweet corn against the door, (locks were scarce in those days,) 
and retired to bed, but not to sleep. Abont the middle of the night, Jerome 
tamed over, and, in doing so, rattled his powder horn. This alarmed the 
Indian, who sprang to his feet, and, giving a yellj rnshed into the other i^om. 
Bj this time, Mr. Davenport, and his men, were up, with th^ guns in their 
hands, and when the Indians, in the other room, came rushing through the 
narrow passage, leveled their guns at them, and told them to move hack, or 
they would fire on them. The Indians saw that they were prepared to fire, so 
they retreated, and shut the door at their end of the passage, and placed every 
thing they could find against it, to barricade it. Mr. Davenport did the same 
at the other end, and, with his men, stood on guard until sun-rise, expecting 
every moment some kind of attack would be made on them, but during Uie 
whole time they could not hear the least noise. As soon as It was light, they 
began ta reconnoiter, but could not see any thing of the Indians — ^they had 
gone. 

Some time afterwards, lifr. Davenport learned that the parl7 had started out 

with the intention of killing the whole family, and plundering the store. 
Their plan, at first, was to get Mr* DaTCnport into the store, where they in- 
tended to tomahawk him, and then kill the rest without firing a gun, for fear 
of ahirminjT the Fort. Their next move was to place the Indian in the room to 
sleep, so that he could get up, when all was asleep, and tomahawk as many 
as he could, and at the same time to give a yell, as a signal that they should 
come to his assistance. But a guilty conscience" frightened him, when the 
Frenchman moved. He thought he was going to take the start of him. Fail- 
ing in this attempt, they still kept prowling about the neighborhood, watching 
for any straggler who might venture out alone. They at last succeeded. Two 
soldiws got permission to go into the woods to cut a stick for-axe heWes. 
They were oantloned not to go far from the Fort, but at sun-down, when the 
roll was called, it was found they were missing, and fearing they might be lost 
in the woods, one of the cannon was fired off, so they might know the direc- 
tion of the Fort. Next morning, Lieut. Stubbs, and a party of soldiers came 
up to Mr, Davenport's house, and informed him that the two men were missing. 
He stated that he heard, the day before, about noon, the report of two guns, 
and had no doubt they were killed. He then got all of his men, and with the 
soldiers, formed a line, and struck across the Island in the direction of the 
sound of the gun, and when they had reached the middle of the Island, tiiey 
found their bodies. Both had been shot and scalped ! 

In 1822, Hr. Dayenport established a trading posi at Fever Eiyer, in charge 
of Amos Farrar." This was a very good point, at this time, for trade with 
the Indians, for furs and lead. He also had trading houses at Flint HillSi 
month of the Iowa Biter, Waupsipinicat &nd Hakquoketa Rivers, besides 



PAST AND PRESENT. 157 



three on Rock River. To attend to them aU, and have them properly sup- 
plied, kept him constantly traveling from one post to another, sometimes on 
foot, sometimes in a canoe, and sometimes on horseback. His principal depot 
was on Bock Island. Here all the ftirs and skins had to be collected together, 
and here the ont^fits of goods were made np, and sent off into the different 
parts of the country. 

In 1828, the first steamboat arrived-^he " Virginia." She was lo:^ded with 
provisions for Prairie du Chien, and was from Wheeling, Mr. Davenport was 
called upon to Pilot her over the Rapids. Ho took his old Putroou Debuts" 
with kim. They were three or four days getting over. At this time quite a 
number of persons went up to FcTcr Ki%"er to work the mine?. Col. Wm. 
Johnson, of Kentucky, had obtained permission ot the government to work the 
mines, and passed np the river with several keel boats loaded with provisions 
and tools. In a short time qnite a village was formed at Fever River. 

Two magistrates were appointed about this lime by Gov. Cass, of Michigan 
Territory. The following letter, written at the request of some of the inhab- 
itants, will show the state of feeling at the idea of being in that Territory: 

^' RoOK ISLAKD, Jamary; 1825. 
iSi£r .* About a yeSr ago two magistrates' commissions were forwarded by 
Gov. Cass, of Michigan, to two respectable inhabitants of Fever lUver. They 
were recommended by a gentleman from Michigan, then concerned in a com- 
mercial way at that place, on the presumption that it belonged to Michigan, 
and one of the gentlemen so appointed acted by rirtne of his commission. 
The people were dissatisflod at the idea of being attached to a Territory so re- 
mote, and with whom, in a whole age, they could have no social intercourse. 
Last Spring they had the pleasure of finding that the settlements on fever 
lUver rightfnlly belonged to Illinois— ^pon which, the ma^^trate acting under 
the authority of Michigan, declined, and since sent on a formal resignation. 
Of course, they are at present in an awkward situation, in the absence of civil 
authority, and it is the cordial wish of the permanent population of that 
place, that no time may be lost in appointing the persons (recommended by 
them some time since as magistrates,) namely, Moser Meeker, and John 
Connelly. 

Most Respectfully, Sir, Yours, 

G. DAVENPORT* 

D. D. Smith, E3q., Atlas, Pike county, Illinois. 

N. 15. Have the goodness to send me a prompt reply, (by the Military ex- 
press, who pass through your town,] stating, circuiustautially, all the forms 
necessary to Uie completion of the business, as I am much concerned in the 
ultimate welfare of the upper country, and you will much oblige. 

I am informed that lately the Sheriff of Prabie du Ohien (Crawford county, 
Michigan Territory,) visited the mines people, and exacted poll tax from them, 
some of whom were simple enough to pay, others manfhlly refused, and it 
gave umbrage to all. * G. P." 



« 



168 



DAVENPOET 



Tlie mails were carried, at this time, by express, from the Fort; tlie nearest 
Post Otlioe was at Cliuksville, Missouri, in the Spiiog of 1825) Mr. Daven- 
port received tlie toliowing letter : 

" Gk.nkkal Post Office, ) 
Washmgton CUy, t'id Aprils 1825. / 
Sir: From the information I have received, I conclude it will be agreeable 
to yoa to accept of the office of Post Master, at hock Island, Missouri. I 
berevritb send you a copy of the law for regulating the Post Office, a key for 
opening the mail, and form^^, and directions conformable therewith. You will 
find these at the Clarksville Post Office, Missouri. After executing the bond, 
and ttiking tlie oath, joa may proceed in the duties of the office without wait- 
ing for a commission. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN McLEAN. 

To Mr, George Dayk^pobt." 

In the Pall, Mr. Davenport received his cummiiision, but it waa two or throe 
years before he took the oath of office, as their were no officer to admiui»ter it. 

In the Fall of 1826, Mr. Bostwiok, Pr. agent of the " American Fur Com. 
pany," arrived at Rock Island, and made an arrangement with him to become 
a member of that Company, purchased all his goods, trading posts, &c. Qave 
him the management of the trade from the mouth of the Iowa River up to 
Turkey Hiver. Mr. Russel Farnam having charge of the trade below, and 
his main depot at Fort Edwards." Mr. BoUette had charge of the trade 
above — bis principal depot at *' Prairie da Chicn.'* 

A few extracts from his dailj record may give some idea ol" tho times:" 

1826. Oct. 21. Thos Fo):$ytb, Indian Agent, and Dr. Craig, left here on 
Capt. Culver's keel boat for St. Louis. 

Oct. 30. Mr. Hollette's keel boat passed down. Mr. lugraham on board. 
" 81. Mr. Lamalease left here for Bock River to build trading house, 
u (« Lieut. Clarke arrived with keel boat loaded with com for 8t 
Peters. 

Oct. 81. Brought mail. Sent mail by Lieut. Clarke for Prairie da Ohien. 
Not. 1. Oreat fire across the river — all our hay stacks burnt. 

« " R'lsspl Farnam arrived in keel boat Oregon. 

4* '* Mr. Burk, a Virginian, arrived, who had been lost sizteen days on 

Rock River. 

Nov. 4. Air. Farnam left for St. Louis. 

" *' Mr. liurk left for the mines — furnishcMi him with a horse. 
Kov. 5. Mr. Man's keel boat passed down from lead minesi 
« John K. Forsyth arrived from trading house on Rock River. 
Nov. 6. Casnor, and my men, arrived with a canoe load of ''coal" from 
Rock River. 

Nov. 6. Keel boat ^< Oliver Perry'' came in sight ; put to, on account of 
the wind; arrived on the 7th. 
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Nov. 8. " Oliver Penry" passed tip at 9 o'clock A. M. ; two bark canoes ar> 
rived from the mines ; laid by on account of the wind : Oapt. Lowe on board. 

Nov. 9. Keel boat Missouri Mrived at ten o'clock, and departed at three. 

Nov. IS, Boat arrived fr ni Kock River. 
I Nov. 15. Winnebago Chief, Garimonne, arrived from Waupsipinioa. 

Not. 20. Keel boat Missouri, Capt. Otis Reynolds, frofn the mines, loaded 
Tpifh lead, for Davenport & Co. ^!artin Smith, and two men, arrived, to es- 
tabli;^h a wood-yard at the mouth of Kock River. 

la the SpriniT 1827, ill'. Davenport started on a visit to his native place in 
England, after un absence of twenty-threo years, ile remaiaed here about a 
year — ^visited London, and all the principal cities. He retomed in May, 1828, 
to Rock Island. Dariog this year, the first settlements were made in this 
vicinity. Two families (Judge Pence and his son,} arrived on the 9th day of 
December, at Black Hawk's village, and moved into the Indian houses. One 
of them occupied Black Hawk's Lodge. Several more families came directly 
after, among whom ivore .Tnhn Spencer, Jonah Case, Wm. Brasher, KInah 
Wells, Joshua Vandruff, Archy Allen, Geo. Harland, Thos. Hubbard, and Jno. 
Danforth. On the 27th December, 5Ir. Davenport's daily record says : Geo. 
Well"? came dovrn for provisions, he havinsr settled on the Rapids. He makes 
the tenth h^ettlcr in our neighborhood, and one preacher, Rev. Jolin Kinney, 
who preached the first time on the Island 29th January, 1829.*' During the 
first year the settlers suifcred very great hardships, and Mr. Davenport fur- 
nished many of them provisions and groceries, until they got their farms under 
cultivation, and raised a crop. 

In the Spring of 1829, the Indians returned to their village, and found the 
whites occupying their houses and corn-fields. Mr. Davenport used all his in- 
flncncc with the Indians to induce them to remove to the West side of the 
Mississippi, and partly succeeded. Wani^ello removed his village to Musca- 
tine Slongb, and Keoknk. -with pnrt of the Sac?, removed to Iowa river; 
but Black Jiawlc, and the remainder of the »Sacs, refused to go, claiming that 
they never had sold their lands. 

In Mr. Davenport's record we imd, August oth : Steamboat Josephim-", -vs-ith 
two keel boats, arrived ; purchased one thousand bushels of corn to pay the 
Fox Cliiefs for their improvements. August 14. The Fox Chiefs refused to 
receive the com, for fear of being blamed by the Sacs for selling tbeir village. 

The Indian Agent, and the commanding officer, used every argument to get 
Black Hawk to move West of the Mississippi, but without effect. In 18S0, Mr* 
Davenport visited Washington Oity to see the President, (Gen. Jackson,) and 
Secretary of War, and recommended that the Government pay the Indians a 
few thousand dollars, (which they could well alTord to do,) and that from his 
knowledge of their character, and customs, be felt satisfied that they would 
remove without any lurtbcr trouble to the Governmcut. This plan was not 
approved of by the President, ■who declared that they shou/<l move off. 

In the Spring of 1831, the Indians again returned to their village, and 

i 



160 



shortly afterwards, Gen. Gaines, with four or fire companies of Infantrj, ar- 
riyed. Got. Reynolds also receiyed a requisition for a number of companies 
of mounted yolanteers, which were soon raised, and were on their way to 
Rock Riyer, under command of Gen. Joseph Donoan. Shortly after, Gen. 
Gaines arrived. He notified Black Hawk to meet him in Oouncil at the 
Agency, (^vhich was half a rm1e from the "Fort.) On the day appointed Black 
Hawk, and a large number of Warriors, arrived on the South side of the 
Island, and marched across to the Uouncil Chamber. They were dressed in 
the full war costume, and most of them armed with bows and arrows, and 
war duhs, and what seemed singular, it was noticed that their bows were all 
bent, and ready for nse. 

Directly afterwards Gen. Gaines arriyed with bis Staff Officers and an Or- 
derly, bat had no gnard. They entered the Council Room and arranged tbem- 
selyes at one end, while Black Hawk and his party occupied the other three 
sides and the center. Mr. Dayenport noticed that they acted in yery bold and 
defiant manner, and that the friendly bidians appeared to be much alarmed. 
Ho went to one of the officers and advised him to send the Orderly as rjuicklj 
as possible to the Fort and have a strong guard sent np, which was done at 
once. The Council commenced by Gen. Gaines addressing ihcni, and staling 
why he had come, and that thej must moTc off or he would be compelled to 
use force. Be made the enquiry, ''who thib Black Hawk was, that was giving 
the Goyernment so much trouble?" This offended Black Hawk yery much, 
and the Indians became yery excited. They began to call across the room to 
one another, and seemed to try to increase the excitement of those on the outer 
side, by their yells and whooping; but fortunately the guard now came up, 
which &ct, Mr. Davenport thought, was all that saved them from being 
attacked and massacred. 

The first Black Hawk war now commenced, bnt was of short duration. 
"When the large number of volunteers arrived iu sight of the Tillage, Black 
Hawk thought they were too strong to fight, and accordin^^'lv he moved to 
the west side of the river during the night. In the Spring of 1832 Black Hawk 
returned with his party, more hostile thaii ever. The iuhabitauts all flocked 
into the Fort with their families, for protection. Mr. Davenport fortified bis 
house, built a stockade around it with bastions at two corners, in order to nse 
a small swivel for protecting the sides, and had his men all well armed, and 
their places pointed out in case of an attack. He had been informed that the 
Black Hawk party had determined in coundl, that he and two others (Gen. 
Clark and the Indian Agent,) should be killed, as they had done so much to 
weaken their party. " Neapope " was appointed to carry out this threat j but 
Black Hawk having passed on up Bock lUver and the troop following him, the 
people here were not molested. 

During the Black Hawk war Mr. Davenport received a commis<?ion from 
Gov. Reynold?, appointing bim acting Quarter Master General, with the rank 
of Colonel. In the latter imn of the Summer of 1832 the Cholera broke out 
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among the troopa oix the Island, and raged fefirfnllj'- for about ten days: one 
hundred died out of a popularion of four hundred; cYcry person was droad- 
fiiUy rdarnicd. An incident occured during this time wliicli will show the 
State of feeling. Zlr. Davenport, Mr. LeClaire, and a youtiLr Ofhccr were 
Standing together in front of the store one morning. The Ollicor had boon 
giving them an acconnt of the number of deaths^ and new casct*, when an 
Orderly came up to them with a message from Gen. Scott to Mr. LeClaire, 
requesting him to come down to the Fort as soon as possible. Mr. LeOlaire 
looked at Mr. Darenport to know what excuse to make. Mr. Davenport, after 
a moment, replied to the Orderl y to tell Gen. Scott that Mr. LeOlaire could not 
come, as he was quite sick. The Officer and Orderly laughed heartily at Mr. 
Davenport and Mr. T.eOlairo bcir.o^ so much alarmed ; but next morning the 
first news they received from the i?'ort, wag, that these two men wore dead. 

At the time the cholera broke out at Fort Armstrong, there was two Fox 
Chiefs confined in the guard-house for killin??: the Mcnomonies at Prairie da 
Ohien, and had been given up by their nation as the leaders, on the demand 
of our Goverumentj and were awaiting their trial. Mr. Davenport interceded 
for them with the Commanding oflicer, to iet them oat of their nri^on, and 
give them the range of the Island, with a promise that they should be forth- 
coming when they were wanted. The Indians were released, and they pledged 
their word not to leave the Island until permitted to do so by the proper au- 
thorities. Daring all the time the fearful epidemic raged upon the Island, and 
every person was fleeing from it, that could get away, these two Chiefs remamed 
on the Ishind, hunthig and fishing, and when the sickness had subsided, they 
presented themselv^es at the Fort to await their trial, thus showing how bind* 
ing a pledge of this kind was with tliis tribe of Indians. Mr. Davenport, for 
many ycarr^, was in the hal it of crediting the Chiefs of the different villages 
for fVnni fifty to sixty Lhou.suud dollars worth of gooils anniiallv, having nothing 
but thfcir word pledged for the payment of them, which they always faithfully 
performed. 

In 1833, Mr. Davenport built his late residence, and moved out of his '*01d 
Cabin." In 1834, Bock Island connty was organized, and John iSpenoer, John 
Vannatte. and Mr. Davenport, were elected the first County Commissioners of 
that connty. The county seat was located, and the town of Stephenson laid 
out, (now the cily of Rock Island,} and the lots sold at public sale. Thej 
establi^ed roads, and built bridges, in various parts of the county. They 
were re-elected several times, and thehr administration of the affairs of the 
county gave very general satisfoction to the people. 

Li the PaU of 1835, Mr. Davenport, Maj. Smith, M%j. Gordon, Mr, Hambaugh. 

Mr. McGregor, Mr, Colton, and Capt. May, purchased a claim of Mr. LeClaire 
(he rctf iniug an eighth part,) nnan which to lay out a town. The proprietors 
agiced to name it Davenport, in honor of tlieir friend, Mr. Davenport, The 
town was surveyed and laid out by Msyor Gordon, assisted by Mr. Bennett, 
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who were, at thia time, engaged by Government to survej Mr. LeClaire's 

**Ee«ervcs.'* 

In the Spring of 1836, Mr. Davenport eo]d the site upon wLicli the famous 
« Rode Island City" was laid ont, (near the mouth of Rock River,) retaining a 
quarter interest. In the Fall of that year, he, and some others, purchased an 
interest in Ifr. LeCIaire's Reserve at the head of the Rapids, upon which they 
laid out a town, which they named LeClalre, in honor of Mr. LeClaire; and 
about the same time he purchased an interest in the town of Port Byron, on 
Hie opposite side of the River, thus becoming interested in the lise and pro- 
gress of all the towns in this ric'nity. 

In the Fall of 1837, .Mr. Davenport flocompanicd Keoknk, Wapello, 
Powosliielc, F)lnck Hawk', and about torty of the principal Chiefs and Uravfs of ' 
the Sac and Fox nation, to Washington City, and af^sipted GovernuK^nt, l)y liis 
intluence with the Indians, in making a very good purchase of a large portion 
of Iowa. 

About this time, Mr. Davenport purchased an interest in Mr. LeCl^e's Re- 
serve, acyoining the town, upon which they laid out the first addition to the 
town of Davenport, of about twelve blocks, and the following season another 
addition was laid out by Mr. LeOIaire, of which Mr. Davenport purchased one 

third interest. 

In the Spring of 1888, Mr, Davenport and Mr. LeClaire bought a large stock 
of poods, and opened a store, tinder the firm of Davenport & LeClaire, on the 
corner of Front and Main streets; this was considered the largest store in the 
country for some time. Persons came a great distance to purchase their 
goods and provisions. 

Mr. Daveiiport still continued the Indian trade at his store on Rock Island. 
The Indians came in from the Iowa, DesMoines, and Oedar Rivers, about every 
three months, for their supplies. 

In 1888, Mr. Davenport received the following letter from one of the Pro- 
prietors of Davenport, who was sutler to the troops in Florida, which may be 
interesting to some of the readers of this work : 

Tahpa Bat, September 3, 1658. 

J)ear Sir .- I have no donbt you have long since concluded that a certain 
person, P. G. Hambatijjrh, is Co-pa-co I did anticipate the pleasure of re- 
turning to your pkace ere th\«t, bnt have been disappointed. I hnve no donht 
but you know as much aloout llu! Florida "war as I do ; there will be another 
winter campaign, but whether ou a large or small scale T arn not able to say. 
Some gentleman in Havana has proposed furuishing " blood hounds" for the 
purpose of hunting down the Indians in the Hammocks, and his plan is looked 
upon by a majority of experienced officers as the most feasible one yet sug- 
gested. The Government will, I presume, condemn this mode of warfare, how- 
ever, as being too inhuman to be practiced by a civilized nation, and it is too 
expensive to be undertaken by any individual. 

1 4m told Davenport ffoee ahead. I wish to 0od I vras there, with a few 
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thousand dollars. "What is tho prospect of securing the town to the proprie- 
tors bj pre-emption ? 1 hope you and Mr. LeClaire will use every exertion to 
do S0| and also to protect my iuterest while lam absent. I make this request 
becanse I shall nndoabtedly (if I live,) retam there, and make it mj permanent 
residence; nothing keeps me in this infernal conntrj bat the prospect of 
making enough to place me in easy circumstances when I return) and another 
winter's campaign will do it, unless I meet with some unforseen misfortune. 
Write to me, and give me all the local news ; tell me if Davenport is the 
«< County Seat,'' and if it is to be the Capital of Iowa;" tell me who the 
prominent men a"bont Davenport are. "What has become of Gordon ? 

Eemember me to all my friends, and particularly to Mosqoakee.*' 

Your Mend, 

P. G. HAMB AUGH.^' 

In the fall of 1841, the Indian payments were made at the Agency ou Des 
Moines River. The Indians from all the different Tillages gathered there to 
receiTO their annuities. Mr. Davenport, and most of the Indian traders, at. 
tended there, during the payment. Got. Lucas, Superintendent of Indian 
Af&irs in Iowa, made an attempt to make a treaty with the Sacs and Foxes to 
purchase all their lands within the State, but utterly fiuUed. He had deter- 
mined he would make a treaty with the Indians without the assistance of the 
Traders, and that they should have nothing to do with it. He was partic- 
ularly opposed to the American Fur Company, (then Fr. Chouteauju <fe Co.) 
Ee ordered them to retire to their trading house, about a mile from the 
Agency, and posted a guard of dragoons at the house, to prevent any commu- 
nication with the Indians. Amoug those that were placed under guard with 
Mr. Davenport, was Mr. LeClaire, as he was considered friendly with the Fur 
Company and the Indians. When he had assembled the Chiefs and Braves of 
the two tribes, he made them his proposition — to buy their country. The 
Chiefs replied, that they always consulted their old friends, whom they had 
known for many year^;, and had the greatest confidence in, and that they had 
understood their old Traders had been placed under guard, and not allowed to 
have any communication with them, they, therefore, declined making any 
treaty with him. 

In 1842, Gov. Chambers made a treaty with the Sacs and Foxes. He took 
a diflferent plan. He told the Chiefs to select any of their white iriends they 
might choose, to attnist them in making a treaty. They selected Mr. Daven- 
port, Mr. LeClaire, Mr. Sanford, and Mr. Phelps. By tiiis treaty the Indians 
sold all of their lands within the State of Iowa, and agreed to remove West of 
the Missouri Biver. 

After this treaty, Mr, Davenport withdrew from the Fur Company, and gave 
up the Indian trade, being engaged in this business about twenty-three years, 
during which time he had made twenty trips to St. Louis with his keel 
boat. The shortest time in coming from St. Louis to Rock Island was eleven 
days, having a fB.hr wind most of the time. The longest trip was for^ days. 
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Mr. Davenport now devoted his time to the improvement of his property in 
Davenport and Bock Island. Abont this time he laid out an addition to the 
flomdahing tolm of Moline. 

Mr. Davenport was of a very free and generous disposition, very jovial, and 
yrery fond of company. He now, generally, spent the Winters in St. Louis or 
WashingtonCity. If he traveled on a steamboat, or while at his hotel, he would 
always have a crowd around him, llstemng to his anecdotes and stories. He 
nevor sued any one in his life, and could not bear to sec any one in distress 
without trying to relieve them. IIo enjoyed excellent h(!allli and spirits, and 
had the prospect of living many years to enjoy llie comtbrts for which he had 
toiled so hard foir many years, but he was struck down by the hand of one of 
a band of robbers, in his own home, on the fourth of July, 18i5. He died 
aged sLsty>two years. 

The following lines were written by Dr. E. Eesknp, who was present: 

♦ «»**»»♦* 

Hark ! What that sonnrl that ujalaa tho ttnglor 
Oaflt hiB rod aside. £birkt agaiii ; tbatory, 
Tis murder! — tho drrndfiil words ai'o 
£cho«d back the vroodlnnd through, while 
Oousteraatloii idld is graven doeplyin tho lines of every fiioo; 
The heart, first dheck'd, novr leaps with tnmuItaoiiB tfaioe, and tho warm blood, 
TImt wr,s wont to run its cirmit mildly through, clog-^ tho Hwollon voia. 
'Xwua a sad acme. Upon his dying bed, abused) de-ij^oil'd, ono 
Whom we (so long had he scijoanied on that Mr isle,) had looh'd upon as portloa 
ofthoapot; 

IBs long fiilr hair dishoYelM hy the hnifcil hnn'l. 

ma iifo woa cbbiug 6wt, us fiow d tho guBhitig hwirt'a blood from bis wonnc^ 
How obang'd the soane, that in the mom 

Was jny and prTalnesB ; pity and dcsp^ or sobomeB of dark rewsogfif 
Were tiuc'd opon each varying face, 

And then with heavy heart the throng wotmd slow their homeward wa j. 
The TOioo of lore was sttO, and all was mute 
And sad, and silent, as the graveu 

In concluding tho life of Col. Davenport, It may be well to add a fbw lines 
regardinj; his life apart from the mere incidfntg in which he was involved. 

His life, us hag beeu sern, vvas a long and active one — the position he oc- 
cupied required anything: but a human drono to fill it — and his whole career, 
from beginning to close, was replete with ceaseless activit}. Altboug'a of 
trauB-atlantic extraction, he was the true type of the American — ^possessing 
indomitable resolntlon, a restless desire to progress, with an invincible deter- 
nunation to pverc<ane obstacles, and achieve enccess. Added to these qual- 
ities, was an eminent ability to read hnman nature, to resolve its problems^ 
and array the prejudices, motives, hostilities, or what not» of all abont him, in 
a manner that finally best aided bis own undertaldngs. . Especially was this 
last drcnmstasco prominent in all hie dealings with the Bed Man. He read 
them as mm, approached them as such, and by thisihnmane and jndiclons pro^ 
eednre, received in almost all cases from them such treatm^t as inen extend 
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to each other. He was worthy of all honor for the lore borne him by the 
savage— it is an evidence that, like the philanthropic and immortal Pbhk, he 
rose above the vnlgar and inhnman prejudices of the age, and fonnd in the 
Indian, if not a brother, at least a consoientions being, who conid be driven 
to deeds of revenge aad caxoage by ill-treatmentv or conld be made a firm, 
reliable, honorable Mend, by treating him as a hak. 

Mnch af! Mr. Darcnport's oourago, perseverance, enterprise, and ability, de- 
mand admiration, there is still soraeihing more than these commaiuUnp; our 
respect and honor — sometbiag Tvhich is more lustrous than -wealth, better 
than position or title — it waa his Humanity 1 Had ixiKin of his bias dealt with 
Black, Hawk, and his " British Band," less gory Bcalp locks would have 
decked the belts of warring savages — ^less blood have been shed, and the entire 
fearfdl drama of devastation, slaughter, and carnage, which was enacted 
upon our firontiers a few years since, would have been wholly omitted. 

Honor to his ashes — ^he sleeps in a grave whose proud epitaph reads— 

BEBB LI88 A rBIBHD TO QUUAIIITT I 
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CHAPTER 5IV. 



ANTOIFE LbCLAIRB. 



AvTOiNi tjEGLAiRX wss boni December 15, 179^, at St. Joseph, Micbrgan, 
IIU father was n CanaJlaa Frenohmaii, his mother the grand daughter of a 
Pottowottoinie Chief. At this time the territory of the North-west, out of 

vrliicb li;i!f ji dozen mi^htf States liavo been formed, was peopled almost solely 
by the i'c;l ninti, with here am] there oue of a different race, fearless enough to 
brave the perils of ;i frontier life, among: the dusky deaizeus of the wilderuessj 
the fati)er of Antoiuc Lc CUvire was one of these. 

lu 1S08, he established a trading post at Milwaukee, WisconsiD, exchanging 
manafactared articles for various kinds of furs. In 1 809, he engaged more ez- 
teusively ia the busiuess, ia counecdon with John Kiusey, at Chicago, (Fort 
Dearborn then,) Illinois. In 1812, though surrounded with the Indian tribes 
with whom he was trading, and who, through the influence of British emis- 
saries, were generally hostile to the United States, Bfr. LeClaire espoused the 
American cause, engaged aetlvely in the service — was in the contest at Peoriat 
wliere, with others, be was taken prisoner. The pHsotiers were confined at 
Alton, Illinois, but were released during the same year. 

About this period, ai the solicitation of Gov. Clarke, of Missouri, Antoiue 
LeClaire entered the (loverument service, and was placed at school, that he 
might acquire a proper knowledge of the English language, lu 18iS, he 
acted as interpreter under Capt. Davenport, at Fort Armstrong; and the same 
year returned to Peoria, where, in 1820, he married the daughter of the 
Sac Chief, Aeoqua, (the Kettle.) The same year he was sent to Arkansas, to 
watch the movements of the Indians in that locality. He was returned to 
Fort Armstrong in IBSY, and was present as interpreter in 1832, when the 
treaty was made by which the TTolted States purchased of the Sac and Fox 
tribes tlie territory West of the Mississippi River. 

In conceojience of cholera amonj^ the sobHetft at Fort Armstrong, the treaty, 
which would otherwise have been held in the Fort, was transferred to the 
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Iowa Bboie opposite. Here the great Cliiet" oi" the Sacs, Keokuk, made a re- 
Beire of a section of land, wMcb he donated to Hr. IieClaire^s irife, reqniricg, | 
as an only condition, that Mr. LeClaire should bnild his house on the section, 
and on the spot then occupied by the marquee of Gen* Scott in making the 
trea^ ; which condition he afterwards filled to the letter. The Sacs and Foxes 
also gave him another section at the head of the Bapids, where LeClaire now 
stands. The Fottowottomies, in the treaty of Prtdrie du Cbien, rcHcrved two 
sections on the Illinois side, which they presented to Mr. LeClaire. The 
flourishing town of Moline is gitaatod on this reserve. 

The treaty was ratified hj Congress th» following Winter, la the Spring of 
1833, Mr. LeClaire erected a small building,, or " shanty," in the then Fox } 
village, " Morgan,"' "wbich had occupied this ground for years previous. Of 
the tribe having this as their head-quarters, Maquo^om was the head warrior^ 
and Pmoeskiek head chief. In the fall of 1B84, the Sac and Fox Indians left 
here for the Cedar River. 

In 1833, Mr. LeClaire was appointed Post Master at Davenport, and also 
Justice of the Peace, to settle aU matters of difference between the whites and 
Indians. His jurisdiction extended over all the territory purchased of the 
Sacs and Foxes WeFt of the Mississippi, from Dubuque, on the North, to Bur- 
llnffton on the South. The popnlatron of Burlington was, at this time, about 
two hamlred, that of Dubuque about two hundred and fifty. 

Mr. LeClaire is an accomplished Linguist — speaking some twelve or four- 
teen Indian dialects, as well as French and English, and was present us Inter- 
preter, among other treaties, at that with the Great and Littie Csages at St. 
Louis, 1825, with the Kansas at St. Louis, 1825, with the Cluppewas at Prairie 
du Chieh in 1820, with the Winnebs^es at the same place, in August, same 
year; at the same place in 1626, with Sacs and Foxes, same place with Win- 
nebagoes in 1832, at Fort Armstrong, held on Iowa side, with Sacs and Foxes 
at Davenport, with Sacs and Foxes in 1886, at Washington, with same tribes 
in 1887, V ith same tribes at Sac and Pox Agency in Iowa Territory in 1842. 

Mr. LeClaire was one of the proprietors of the town of Davenport, and is 
still one of its active bnpincss men. He is possessed of great wealth ; has im- 
proved the city by a liberal expenditure ft a large income, in erecting Churches, 
and other public bnildiuf^s, at his iuunediate expense. The fine Church of 
St. Margaret. — whose si>iro reaches from the lofty bluff till it would almost 
seem to touch the quiet Stars, or to mingle with the cloudy glories of a Sum- 
mer's day— was built and furnished by the munificenoe of Mr. LeClaire. 
Every where over the feur dty of Davenport are scattered improvements, each 
of which elegantly and appropriately memorialises his generosity. 

His progress from the small white house, on the depot grounds, to the 
palatial brick mansion on the bluffs — ^his physical increase i^om the small 
frame of thirty years ago, to the portly embodiment of Mr. LeClaire of to-day, 
present a fine type, both of his increase in wealth, and the growth of the city, 
which he mainly founded. It is to be regretted that a history of his life, em- 
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bracing its lesser details, could not have been obtained — as his whole course 
has been replete with stirring incident^ and romantic adTenture. ffis name, 
however, will not Boon be forgotten — ^it is inscribed in the national arehiyes, 
is perpetnated in a thousand forms-^in spire and altar, in wall and street—in 
the eit^ of his adoption, while still more endnringlj than all these memorials 
of parchment, wood-work, and masonry, it is written npon the hearts of all 
who know him, the &ct tiiat he is Sr— Pbilahtbropist and Ohristian. 

Correction. — Mrs. LeCIaire was the grand-daughkr of Acoqua. Her father 
was Antoine LePage» a Canadian. (The abore was not received in time to be 
put in its proper place.) 
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CHAPTER XV. 



GEO. L. DAVEI^^^OJST, ESQ. 



George L. Davenport Tras born on Kock Island, in the Fall of 1817, and i» 
the eldest son of Col. Geo. Davenport, and -wag the firat white child born m 
this section of the conntrj. Fordgfat or nine jeara he bud few jdaymates, 
trnt the Indian b<ors; he, therefore, leamed to talk their language about as 
soon as he did the English. In 1827, he was sent to Gindnnati, and went to 
school one year, and then returned to the Island, and was placed in the store 
of the American Pur Company, irhere he remained nntil this trading post was 
given np, npon the removal of the Indians, in 1887, to the DesM oines Birer. 
He was, at any early age, adopted into the Pox tribe, and was called after the 
nation, " Mosquakc," and was aWaya a great faTorite iHth them. He made, 
frequently, trips into the Indian country, with good*? for the different trading 
posts, and attended all the Indian payments on the DesMoines River. In 1832, 
he made tiie first "claim" West of the Mississippi, and in the Fall of l&St he 
accompanied the Sac and Fox delegation of Chiefs to Washington City, and 
also Tisited other large cities. On his return, he lived upon hia claim , in order 
to secure a pre-emption. In 1888, he was bk the store of Davenport & LeClaire. 
In 1889 he married, and commenced business for himself, and continued 
to attend to business very dorfely for sixteen years. In 1860, he, in conaee- 
tion with Mr. LeClaire, built the first Foundry and Machine shofM in this city. 
They built the first steam engine^ and made the first eastings in this city. He 
contiimr 1 in this husineBB five years, when he sold out, and retired from 

businebd. 

Mr. Davenport has done much toward the improvement of the dty— Jias 

built a fine blocTc, is liberal in his encouragement of enterprise, and in diikniog 
judiciously his ample fortune. To him, as well as Mr. LeClaire, are confided 
the reminiscences of pioneer life in this country, and but few lovera of the 
deeds and things connected with the past, have ever visited this country with- 
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out being indebted to bim for miui^ eonrteides, and taloaUe information. 
He is Btill in the pfime of life, straight as an arrow/' and has before bim 
many yean of nseftthkess and ei^ojrment 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



JAMES MACKINTOSH, ESQ. 



Tb> 8abj«ot of this memoir is a native of Dundee, Scotland. His name 
("Son of the First/') denotes his origin fh>m one of the oldest, and one of the 
most powerfal Highland Clans, whose blood has heen shed for Scotland in 
eTery battle field, from the invasion of the Romans to the battle of Culloden. 
Almost destroyed in their eflForts for the restoration of the Stuarts, in 1715, 
they composed a large portion of the invading army in England, and were the 
last to abandon the cause — fighting the last battle. 

In 1745, the Slogan again sounded, and one thousand warriors raised their 
banner for Stuart^ they conquerei in every field, until a difference of opinion 
amongst the leaders led to a retreat from England, and the defeat of Cnllodeu 
followed, but had all foaght with the devoted bravery of Clan ChaUen, and had 
thdr allies proved true, Camberland conld not have laid waste their coontiy 
for fifty miles aronnd, sparing neither age nor sex* 

John Mackintosh, the Qrandfather of Hr. liackintosb, being in possession of 
a portion of the fiunily estates, of cotirse was in arms, and was severely 
wounded at Onlloden. He escaped that night from a field where no qunrti r 
■wa^ given, from the horrors that followed — the burning of cottage8,8nd slaugliti r 
helpless women and children. All was lost but honor, hla estates being 
attainted as a follower of Stuart, the balance of his days were spent in ob80a> 
rily and poverty. 

The subject of this memoir remembers him well, and has often heard him 
describe the war of 45»" and the charge of the Mackintosh division at Onl- 
loden, when Onmberland's ranks went down before them, from the centre of 
the line of battle, where they fi>nght. They were victors— but not being sop- 
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ported by their left wing, defeat "was the consequence. Five hundred of these | 
warriora fell, as described by Campbell, in Lecbiei's Warning : 

Mghall Tictorttciitt, or in d««fli be.lald Urn 

With his hHck to the field, ai d liia ftce to 1H» f09f 

LeaTiugin twttlOt no bloloa Ms neone, 

Look proudly to HwrvUffrnmitM daatli iMd of fun*.*' 

In tbe langoage of Ex-Gtoreruor Maomntosb, of €}eorgia» the legal feudal 
bead of tbe raee— are weak and broken now^ w are not what fee cnee hme 

heenJ'* The old yeteran boro the mark of a sabre cnt on his face, received in 
■boarding an English vessel in the war of 1812, when a Lieutenant in the 
American Navj. The tear was in his eye as he spoke ; before bis vision 
passed the heroic deeds of his Ancestors, the war of 1715, when his great 
grtindfather commauded, bis deatb in exile, bis grandfather, with the remains 
of biemen, emigrating to Georgia, bis brave defence of tbe Qeorgiaa frontiers 
against Spain, tbe breaking ont of the Bevolntion^ -when his &ther, (General 
LanghlSn Macldntosh,) and nnele, equipped a body of troops, and took tbe 
field fbr tbe Colonies ; and veil did th^ pay their oppressors for the wrongs 
they bad done them. He thought of his brother, who fell leading the charge 
at Molina do la Bey, of the monntains and valleys of the Highlands. He 
heard the Slogrtn of Clan Chatian, when thousands of warriors would answer 
the criU, and well might the old veteran exclairu, "wo nrr not what we once 
have been," but the glory and fame of the Sons of the i'iisi will live forever. 

When about eijrht years of age, the subject of this memoir lost bis grand- 
father, the soldier of Calloden, and soon after, his mother, which, in some 
measure, brohe np the family. It was theu decided to emigrate to America, 
and his lather, a carpenter, by unremittiug industry for a aumber oi years, 
acGumulated enough for that purpose. His son James doing bis part during 
this period, laboring in a l|ax factory f^om twdre to fifteen hours per day for 
five years, to attain the desired object. They arrived in Montreal in Septem- 
ber, 1817. In the Spring fcdlowing, Mr. Maekhitosh selected the trade of a 
book'seller and book^blnder, which was the first opportunity he had of ao< 
quiring an education. He had labored from early boyhood, having little time 
ibr study, in order to come to the United States, which had always been his 
great object. He traveled some years in the middle and Bouthera States. 
Came West in 1828, and carried on a book-bindery in Cincinnati in 18iiO, 'SI, 
but finding it ijnprofittiV>le, sold out — went to Indianapolis, and bound the 
Code of Indiana for 1831. Eomaatic and adventurona, he then attached him- 
self to the Oregon Expedition, then organizing in Boston, and, with HaU J. 
Kelly, and Captain Brown, formerly of the Greek service, endeavored to raise 
ft company in Cincinnati to settle on the Columbia Biver. At one time there 
were nearly two thousand men ready to sail for Oregon, but it was thought 
neeessaiy to introduce a biU in Congress for some encouragement and protec 
tion. This led to an inquiiy as to what poeition the United States occupied 
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with Great Btitaiii regarding Oregon, which proved that neither power, by 
their treaty, could colonize, or take possession, without each giving to the other 
one year's notice. This was disconraging to tiie Expedition. A portion of it, 
however, went from Boston, taking the land route by St. Louis, under Captain 

Wythe, I)ut were Unfortunate, havinjy some fighting on the route, but a portion 
got through ; many, however, turned back. The same Spring, Mackintosh 
went to New Orleans, intending to go round Cape Horn, but finding no oppor- 
tunity, returned to Louisville, Keutucky. Still exertiug himself in tbo cause — 
having no other means of support, but what he earned at his trade j and thtiie 
was not then, as there is now, such a desire to emigrate West. 

In the Spring of 1888, H. J. Kelly came West, the remains of the original 
Expedition having sailed from Kew York, and again the enterprise bid foir to 
succeed ; Mr. MaokintoBh went to New Orleans. The Company had passports 
fr 0 m G en, J aokson, President of the U. S. , and lett^s to Santa Anna, Presidflnt of 
Mexico, requesting that power to give such friendly aid as either nation, by 
their treaty, would accord to the other, in passing through that territory. 
The route was by Yera Cruz, and the City of Mexico, to Accapulco, where 
vessels were to convey tliera to Oregon. Bo far, all had gone well, but a 
BcUeme had been laid by a portion of the men to seize the Indian goods 
bdonging to the Company, and go to Texas, which they attempted to carry 
ont. This led to their arrest, and confinement in the calaboose. Vexations 
law snits followed, which totally broke np the Ezpediti<ai. H. J. Kelly went 
alone through Meadco to Oregon. Mr. Mackintosh having spent Ids last dol- 
lar in the cause, was, for the second time, left in the midst of cholera and yel* 
low fever. He next worked for means to move West, to St. Louis, to join the 
hunt^s, and in that way yet meet Kelly in Oregon, but it was too late. The 
last party had gone. Thm, with two of the Company that remained with him, 
he crossed, on foot, the Statos of Illinois and Indiana, to the Ohio River. After 
being some months in Cinciunati, and anxious to rait^e means to reach Oregon, 
he went to Nashville, where ho was prolitably employed for several years. 
When he was traveling through Illinois and Indiana m 1833, he saw some of 
the volunteers from the Black Hawk War, and began to turn his attendon to 
that region, determfaimg to locate on the frontiers somewhere. He left Nash- 
ville in the Fall of '86, and after spending some months in St. Louis, started 
on horsebadc to examine the country. At that day, and at that time of the 
year, this was a trip of some interest He traveled in company with two others 
as to as Warsaw, Illinois. There was nothing on the journey of particular 
interest; but at this point the jonraey had to be prosecuted alone. The 
promised land was in sight, but it seemed like parting with civilization. TTo 
crossed the Misfi=;sippi in the night to Keokuk, carrying his saddle and port- 
manteau on his back, and leaving his horse on an Island, which was brought 
over by some Canadians in the course of the night. On entering the only 
buUding there, a curious sight pr^ented itself. A ball was going on, of an as- 
semblage of half breeds, French traders, Indians, Americans, ftc There was 
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not mtieh diance to rest hore, besides ranning considerable risk of losing what 
he had. Having, when comiDg through Illinois, met with Lieutenant Lee, of 
Fort Armstrong, who had been with the party surreying the bonndaiy line of 
the Territory, he received a description of the route to Eock T Irrd, and let- 
ters of introduction to the officers of Fort Des^foines and Fort Armstrong. 
Onr trayeler, after spending the nigbt "witli this motlcv party, proceeded to 
Fort DesMomea, now Montrose, then occupied by several companies of 
Dragoons, and presented his letters ; was introduced to a son of Black Hawk, 
and his sister. The young Chief had lately received a fine sword from the 
officers, and was very proud of il. Both he and hia biaier were good, looking, 
and dressed in good taste. He then proceeded vith Col« Enapp to Fort Had* 
ison, and some time aflor dark, stopped a short time with Black Hawk's band 
of Indians, who were preparing to make sugar, and reached Fort Madison 
about midnight. The only house there was the Goloners, the proprietor of 
the town. On coming to Skunk Biver, it was thought impossible to cross, but 
our traveler was p^severing, and so he attempted it. He crossed on foot, the 
ice cracking nnder his feet, with his snddle and saddle bags on his back. His 
horse followed, breaking the ice before him ; and he nrrivedat Burlington that 
evening. Here a town was commenced, and there were eight or ten houses. 
Next morning, he had to swim Flint Hill Creek, through the floating ice. as 
there were no ferries or bridges. He stopped that night near the lowu iiivei, 
and spent some time next morning in Black Hawk^s village, where Wapello now 
is. He visited the old Chiefs tent; the Indians were out on a hunt. He 
crossed the Iowa "Biret at some risk — stopped that i^ght at Thornton, but found 
no food for man or beast, and left at day-break next morning for the trading 
house, now Muscatine. Some miles below, a family were encamped, and 
they having plenty of corn, the traveler's horse was fed, and the saddle-bags 
filled in case of need. The family were faring sumptuously on honey, from a 
bee tree they had o^it. An inyitatlon was given, and gladly accepted. That 
was an interesting group, sitting around the stump of that tree, with chips 
for plate.s, and nothing but. honey for breakfast* liie uext station was the 
trading house, and our traveler, who intended reaching Pine Creek that uight, 
unfortunately took the wrong trail, and found himself on Cedar iEliver, near 
Poweshiek village. The weather turned suddenly cold, and being wet, having 
waded a creek full of floating ice^ the only hope left was to get to the village. 
But that proved impossible. The river was open, and being unacquainted 
with the ford, to attempt it would have been madness, and to go back was 
equally difficult, jas the creek was to cross, the bottom wide, and the trail two 
feet deep in water. There vras no alt^atlve but to camp, witiioutfire or 
food. Matches were not common in those days — the fire-works had been lost, 
and the grass was too wet to strikn fire with the pistol. lie rcnde a bed of 
leaves and grass, wound himself in his blanket, and lay down at the foot of a 
stump, to which he tied his horse, who fared the best, as his supper was in 
the saddle bags. That was a night to " try men's souls ' — the howling of the 
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storm, and tlie still londer hovling of the wolves, made the night terrific. 
Sleep was oat of the qaestioa. 

It froze hard enough, by momiDg to cross the creek, or the river. He ar- 
rived at the trading house hj noon, nothing the worse of his cold lodging, with 
a good appetite for dinner, having eaten nothing bnt the honey for three days 
and two nights. Besting there that night, he procec de l next day to Pine 
Creek, where the accommodation wrjs rrood for that period, and the next day 
he arrived at Frank's Claim, below Rockingham, which he purchased. Start- 
irif,' next morning before breakfast, be came in sip;ht of Fort Armstrong. At 
s'.inrise, the flag went up, the morning gun Ured, Hiid the drums beat ; the air 
Vv^as cold and bracing, and the bc aulifal panoramic vi<^w that opened on the trav- 
eler's sight, was exciting. He had traveled iu various climes, and seen many 
fair lands, but never had been so enraptured as on that morning ; although In 
mid winter, it never loolsed so well as then. He exclaimed— this is the 
place I have looked for, here I will set my stake I" He partook of an excel- 
lent breakfast with Antoine LeClaire, who accompanied him over to the Fort, 
and introduced him to Keokuk, and other Indian Chiefs, who all gave him a 
warm invitation to their village. Bat time pressed, and there was still alone- 
some journey to perform to M'chigan, and after spending a week or two with 
his brother, and making arrangements for both to locate at Davenport, he re- 
turned to his future home. Business calling him to Nashville, the favorite 
horse that had so nobly carried him through so many scenes, was sold to tfr. 
LeClaire. 

He returned in September, and in October brought on a general stock of 
goods, amounting to some live thousand dollars, and done a lair business 
during the following winter. Provisions were scarce, and he made several 
trips to Illinois to obtain a supply. On one occasion, it nearly cost him his 
life. In crossing a fifteen mile prairie, one of those sudden changes took 
place which often occnr in this climate, in which several persons were frozen 
to death in different parts of the country, and some lost hands and feet. He 
came through with hands and face badly frozen, and was incapable of doing 
much business the balance of the winter. The following year tlie great 
financial crisis was severely felt here, and but little business could be done. 
He was actively engaged in every enterprise beneficial to the town. That 
Sununer he had the first road surveyed, and a furrow plowhed twenty-six 
miles on the road to Dubnque, at his own expense : laying out ouc night in 
tlie prairie, in a storm of thunder and ry-iu, the horses got away, and he was 
obliged to pack the saddles j the nearest grove being then unsettled, was 
called Saddle Grove, now Long Grove. The county seat question being the all 
absorbing topic of the day at this time, took a large portion of his time. He 
was the most active of the Davenport party, until that contest was decided in 
1840. 

The first purchase from the Sacs and Foxes was forty miles wide, from Bock 



1 



1T8 



DAVENPORT 



Island. The aeoosd iras made in the Fall of 'STy and yns twenty-six miles 
-wide, rtinning due West from the fcnrty-mile post* In Majj '38, General 
Street organized a party to examine the new purch^e, and seleot a village 
^ite andagen<^ for the Indians^ West of the new boundary. The Sacs and 
Foxes were then at war with the Sioux. The party were composed of General 
Street, Indifln Agent. GeovrA L. Davenport, Mr. Mackintosh, Louis Hebert, 
then an employee of the Government, II. Stnrdcvant, Indian Blacksmith, and 
W. Russel, Soxveyor, and from tliirly to forty Chiefs and Braves, comraan'ied 
by Pf>weshiek, monnted on good horses, with a tent, and well armed with rifles, 
cuUasses, and pistola. 

General Street rode in bis earriage. The Indians that aceompanied them 
from Parenport were dressed as whites^ to deceive the Sioux. The party 
started on a bee line for the forty>mile post— encamped the first night at a 
small grove, south of Posten*s Grove — ^pitched the tent — spanceled the horses, 
fared sumptuously on venison, and retired for the night ; but their sleep was 
short. About midnight a storm of thnnder and lightning disturbed their 
b1 umbers. The ram descended in torrents, the creek overflowed its banks 
and the sleepers vrcro ronsed from their watery bed. The wind had blown 
the tent from its fastenings, and was, for some time, held bj Mnckintosli and 
Davenport, lying on their backs in the water. The balance of that dark stormy 
nigbt was spent exposed to tha storm, with tbeir blankets around them, until 
day davned. After breakfost, they renewed their murch, trusting to the sun 
to dry their clothes. AH the streams were up, which they had to swim. 

Ctonera] Street's carriage was an incumbrance, but on one occasion helped 
him over the stream. It got fastened on the steep bank of the channel, the 
tongue resting on the opposite side, but tho current was so rapid it could not 
stay there long. To enable the General to cross without falling in, Mr. Mack- 
intosh and Hebert took, the water shoulder deep, each a carriag^e wheel, 
to hold ag:ainst tbo cnrrent, and steady the steps of the timid General. Hebert, 
fond of a joke, several times whispered to his colleagne to let go the wheel, 
that he might have the fun of seeing tho General ilouudor in the stream ; but 
he pjot safely over. However, Hebert had liis laugh to Lis heart's content 
before night. There were more streamtj to swim that day, and it bad to be 
done Indian fashion. It required considerable tact to get the provisions and 
arms over dry, and they frequently tied their clothes on their horses necks for 
that purpose. On several occasions, some of the party swimming on horse- 
back, and the banks beii^ steep, went over the horses beads, and bad to swim 
down the rapid current before they could get out. On one occasion, after 
getting over the provisions, it was discovered that a bag of sugar was forgot- 
ten. All had crossed but Mr. Mackintosh, when Hebert proposed that ho 
■wonld wade into the deep water, and Mr. Mackintosh do the same, then pitch 
the bag to Hebert. In doinp this, it did not occur, that in making the neceg- 
sary effort, a reaction would follow. Hebert caught the sn<^ar, bat Mackintosh 
wttnt into ken feet of water, head foremost. The current was rapid, the banks 



Bteep, and be had to swim some sixty rods before he got out. The yeU of the 
Indi&as, and laugh of the whites, were general. They encamped that 
night at Bock Creek, and next day discovered the forty mile post. They 
reached Cedar River, where the General's carriage was left; the horses swam 
the rtTer, and the men got over in a canoe. Then the Indians appeared in 
their war oostame, as the white man's territory was behind — the Rubicon was 
crossed, and thelangnage of *'Rob Eoy" came to mind — ^'Dinna mister or 
Campbell me, my foot is on my native heath, and my name is McGrej^or!" 
So Itlt, the Indians after crossing their bouudary. The surveys commenced. 
One of the chain carriers getting lame, it was necessary to fret an Indian to 
take liis place. The party "wcro then entering the big wuoiLs. The Indians 
fearing an ambush, insisted on an advance guard, buiura cuuseutiug that one 
of their men should carry the chain. Messrs. Mackintosh and Davenport vol' 
unteered to fill the posty and the company went on in military order. They 
camped that night in heavy timber, the Indians carefully selecUng the ground 
— a creek in a bend, of horse^shoe shape, high rocky banks on one side, and 
level ground, covered with logs and heavy standing timbw, on the other. That 
night the Indians were unnsaallr gloomy, and e oir 1 to fear a surprise, and 
after supper, <*01d Crow" told Mr. Davenport that he believed the Sioux were 
on their trail, that the fire must be pnt out, the tent struck, and they must lay 
on their arms all night. The lire was put out, but as four of the whites were 
asleep, it was thought best not to disturb thorn. Messrs. Mackintosh and 
Davenport stood guard till day-break. That uigUt was one of interest j it was 
still, clear, and starry. The Indians were scattered behind logs, but could not 
be seen or heard. The two sentinels kept watch by the tent, going, occasionally, 
into the heavy timber, and attentively listening to discover an attempt at sur- 
prise, frequently being disturbed by the scream of some animal, that seemed 
more like an imitation than the natural sound. 

Near day-break, the guard being ^tigued, lay down at the opening of the 
tent, not intending to sleep, but were getting into a dose, when the yell of the 
Indians, and the firing of their rifles, aroused them. They thought that the 
Sioux were upon them ; they were soon up, and ready for the oombat, but lo, 

they were their friends. The night 'being past, the danger WftS over, and 
they commenced shouting their war song of victory. 

The tents were struck, and tho survey continued. At night, the Indiana 
carefully selected the camp in the slough of the Iowa River, but their alarm 
still continued, and they feared the Sioux would attack their village. The 
CI eneral called a council of war, and through Mr. Davenport, as Interpreter, 
told them that the risks he had run, liie eipoaure of his person, the undignified 
appearance he had often presented, when crossing the streams, leaving his 
comfortable quarters at Rock Island, were all for their benefit. But they were 
stiU gloomy, aud fearful of the massacre of their women and children, and 
only four of them volunteered to remain. In the nighty whUe fittigue over- 
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povered the irhites with sleep, they made canoes from the bark of the linn tree, 
and orossed the loira^ and not a vestige of them remained at daj^hreak, save 
the four Tolnnteers. 

A Tillage site was selected that day, which was occupied by them until the 
next treaty, but not being satisfactory to the General, they turned their course 
northwM-d, with the intention of gomg to Cedar Rapids, where a tow(^ of some 
importance has since sprung up. Through the course of the day, the re- 
luctance of the Indians to proceed, proved they coald not long be relied upon. 
Towards evening, they came in sight of a groTe, and imagining they saw the 
smoke of a Sioux camp, refused to proceed. Mr. Mackintoah rode on. in 
advance of the party, and found no cause for alarm, but there was evidence 
of a l^ge party of Indians having encamped tiiere lately. Buffalo and war 
trails radiated in erery direction — ^I>eer River was also in sight, where a bat- 
tle had been fought the year previous. They encamped there that nigbt, and 
the next morning found their volunteer Indians had gone, and for the first 
time the dragoon spancels had got loose from their horses, which occupied them 
an hour or two in finding. 

The prorlsions were neturly out, and although some of the party denred to 
proceed a day or two long^, General Stretit ordered a return to the settiement, 
having only partially effected the object of the Expedition. On returning to 
Davenport, Mr. Mackintosh again ronk part iu the election for county seat, 
having to proceed to Dubuque and iiurliugton, and again Ciinvuss the county. 
In IS-iO be was one of the Commisf^ioners appointed by act of the Tiegislature 
to lay out a road to Dubuque. During that year the moiit iujportant matters 
that effected the welfare of the county were settled — ^the county seat question, 
the laying of roads, and the public lands coming into market ; in all of which 
he took an active part. For years after this, finandal afiairs were still in 
a bad condition, he suffering like many others, after getting his farm in some 
degree of improvement. He was for some years Territorial and State Binder 
for Iowa, the first Public Binder for Minnesota, and established the first Book 
Bindery in Davenport. For the last four or five years his whole time has been 
occupied in developing his property. 

He has expended more money in opening street.? than all the proprietors 
put together. He has been over thirty years in the north-west and south- 
west, twenty-two years of which has been in Iowa and Minnesota. He is now 
fifty-four years of age, with robust health, and bids fair to eqjoy his hard 
amings to a period of life not for behind some* of bis ancestors. He is very 
social — ^fond of a good anecdote, which he tells or listens to with hearty good 
humour^is extremely liberal, and is one of Davenport's most valued citizens. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



HOK G. G. IL MITCHELL. 



JuDGR Mttchkll was born December 3, 1803, at Dandridp^e, .Teffer?on county, 
East Teunessee. He was educated at East Tennessee Co1U\c:e, (now "'E. T(^n- 
ncssee University,") in Knoxville, Teunessee, and was a member of its first 
graduating class in the Fall of 1822. His parents having remoTed to Law- 
rence county, Alabama, he proceeded thither after graduatiog, and commenced 
Studying lav vith Judge A. P. Hopkins, (now of Mobile,) and was admitted to 
practice in 1825* He practiced in Alabama until 1834, and spent a winter in 
a tour among Eastern cKies, and in the Spring of 183K, came West, after Tint- 
ing St. LoniSy Chicago, Galena, and Dnbnque. 

Liking tliis portion of the country, and anticipating the results of its admi- 
rable location, he porchased a squatter's right — the tract of land upon which ho 
at present resides. He erected a cabin, (which stood on Fifth street, just west 
of DeSoto street,) and resided in it until ISoT, or two years. At that time, 
what now constitutes Iowa was attached to Michigan, and until Wisconsin 
was formed, there was neitlior law nor officers of any land Ave.st of the Missis- 
sippi. For several years the principal professional business of lawyers in the 
territory was limited to litigation in regard to claim titles, or Squatter's 
Bights." Judge Mitchell added to this species of practice, somewhat in the 
courts of Bock Island county, which were at that time organiz^. 

In 1843, he was elected to the House of BepresentatiTes of the Iowa Terri- 
torial Legislature. He was nominated as Oongressional BepresentatiTO firom 
the State, in 1846, but was defeated. 

He was elected Mayor of Davenport in 1866, and in April, 1857, was nom- 
inated by a meetinj^ of tho Bar, and elected Judge of the Fourteenth Judicial 
District — composed of the counties of Scott, Clinton, and Jackson. He W3s 
elected to this oHice by a handsome majority, although the Eepublican party 
nominated and ran a party and opposition candidate, and had a large majority 
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vpoa almost every other one of their tiokel. He filled this office until the Fall 
of 1857, and then resigned, owing to ill health, and mth a design of remoTing 
to a warmer climate. 

Judge Mitchell was always a Whig, nntil that party dissolyed, or became 
indaoted with Free Soilism, and other of its modern charactmBtics ; since 
then he has acted •with the DemocratiiG party in full fidth in its nationality. 

As a jaristi Judge Mitchell takes a high position— he is profoundly discrim- 
inative — ^alceen, careful analyst, and one whose deductions are always reliably 
correct. His mental processes arc seemingly slow, but in reality rapid, for 
while others would da^h to a conclnsiou (often the wrong one,) witJi an im- 
perfect view of a few contiguous facts, he traverses the wliole ground, omitting 
nothing, however seemingly trivial or great ; and although he may be twice as 
long in eTolving a question as another, he performs ten times the labor, and his 
conclusion is in the same proportion more worthy of credence. If be has one 
trait more prominent than another^ it is his thorough eon^rehenawenm—inB 
ability to include everytbiDg in his examination of a subject, and add to this 
a nice instinctive and oaldvated perception of the character and weight of a 
foct» and one may see why he rarely goes wrong, or commits errors in cooclu- 
sions. 

In regard to his everyday life — that portion of a man's being which all are 
interested in knowing — ^we shall say much less than the excellenco of the sub- 
ject would admit. Wealthy, with cultivated literary taste, and a choice and 
ample library, he now enjoys life as only one surrounded by such circumstances 
can. Fresh, instructive, and engaging in his conversation, he takes a iiigii 
rank, as a social companion, and as one who can be instractive, amusing, and 
brilliant, withoat effbrt 
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"WILLAUD BAEROWS, ESQ. 



WiiT Ai'D Barhows was born in Monson, Massacbusetta, in lSOr>. At the 
age 01 ten jern;^, "his father removed, with his family, to New Braintree. "where 
the suliject of tbi^ Tiotice sptnit most- of his youthfnl days, eujoving the ben- 
efits of New xlugiiind Cummon Schools, and, at the age of fifteen, was 
placed at the Worcester Academy. His miad, from his boyhood, seems to 
haye been bent on trarel and exploration. He lored to roam oTer the rocks 
and hills of his natiye land, and often, at an early age, aceompanied an old 
mountain hunter in his night rambles aflor ** coons," among the predpioes 
and glens for which that county is noted. He left the paternal roof at the age 
of fifteen, and after spendinc some time in Porafret and Thompson, in Cou- 
Tipcticat, at sohool, he passed two years at Brimfield, at his Uncles, and, in 
1827, located in Elizabeth Town, New Jereey, He was for many yewrs a Tery ac- 
ceptable teacher of yoiith in that place, and married there in 1882. His natxiral 
lore of the '• wild and beautifur* in nature, led him to select as his profession, 
for life, that of a surveyor and engineer. Hia first introduction to his profes- 
sion was on a contract with the Qoyernment in 18iiS, to closo up the public 
surveys of the Choctaw Indian Parchase in the cypress swamps and cane- 
brakes, on the Tazoo and Sunflower Rivers, in the State of Mississippi. 
This expedition was full of danger, and interesting incident 
In the Winter of 1886 and % a sudden and unusual rise in the Mississippi 
cut him off from any communication with the world~hls supplies grew shorti 
and he was driven, with bis party, to the severesthardsbips, and for many weeks 
thcT were forced to live npon short allowance. The whole country was covered 
with water, except the few ridge? thnt appeared above the flood. The country 
was uninhabited. The larger gaiun, liy instinct, had fled the country, and for 
several weeks he, and his pfirty, livol upon the fruit of the Persimmon tree, 
and the Oppossum. Thesje animals being slow of locomotion, had only time to 
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reach the higher ridges of land, and were easily taken, and then eaten, with- 
otttbread or salt. Occasionally an owl or hawk was killed. 

Aboat the first of March, the water subsided, and the whole parly, after 
many hardships and priyations, reached a settlement upon the banks of the 
Mississippi, nearly opposite the month of the Arkansas Biver, and procuring 
canoes, (Jescended the river to Vicksburg and I?'atchez. After making his 
report to the Surveyor General, at Jackson, in that State, he nscended the 
Mississippi to 8t. Louis, and hearing mnch of Wisconsin Territorj-, deterrnineil 
to visit the country, and then ascend the river to Galena, and return lo New 
Jersey by way of Chicago and the Lakes, About the first of May, 1837, we 
find him on board the old Olive Branch Steamer, bound for Galena. 

Here he first became acquainted with Col. George Davenport and D. C. 
Eldridge, citizens of this place. Mnch persuasion was used by these gentle^ 
men to induce Mr. Barrows to stop at Davenport, and make it his home. He 
seems to have thought but little about it, until he found himself sailing along 
the shores of Scott county. " When," he says in a letter afterwards to a friend^ 
in explanation of his object in settling in the &r West, — "the beauty of 
the landscape, the richness of the soil, the salnbritv of the climate, and, above 
all, the rich and rolling- prairies, "which seenietl to me so easily cultivated, were 
inducements enough for me, or any one else to settle." Mr. Barrowsi lauded 
at Davenport, and soon after, he, with Gen. Sargent, and two others, were 
mounted, and on a trip of exploration lo the (jedar River, then but little known. 

Mr. Barrows was so favorably struck with the beauty and prospects of the 
country, that he determined at once to remain for a season, and, accordingly} 
reported himself to the Surveyor General's office for the North West, then 
located at Cincinnati, and he was that Fall engaged upon the first surveys of 
Iowa. During that Winter he was upon the Wapsipinecon Eiver, having left 
here in October, and did not return until the first of April, and lost but three 
<foy«, daring that winter, of actuallabor, being in camp with nothing but a 
common canvag tent. "The succeeding winter," s:\y.> Mr. Borrows, "-^vns 
much the same in its mildness, and resembled the present winter here, (1857 
and '8.-') 

The Indians, at this tiuie, were his only neighbors and friends, always sup- 
plying his camp with plenty of venison, turkeys, geese and ducks, and main- 
taining the most friendly relations. 

In the Spring of 1838, he returned to New Jersey, having been absent from 
his family for nearly two years, and returned with them in July of that year, 
and settled in Rockingham, five miles below Davenport. The most direct route 
at that time, from New York to the far West, was by way of the Peansjlvania 
canal to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio River, and up the Mississippi Biver to St. 
Louis, and thence to Bock Island. The time necessary for this trip, at that 
day, was four weeks. 

In IMO, Mr. Barrows was engaged in the survey of the Islands of the Mis- 
sissippi, from the mouth of Rook River to Quiucy, lllinais. 
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In 1841 and *42 the pnblie surreye being snspended, be turned bis ftttention 
to fimnittg, and being Justice of the Peace, Post Master, and Notary Pnblio, at 
Bockingham, his time was oconpled in discbatging these duties until the 
Spring of 1843, when he was seut into the conntrj Ijing north of the Wiscon- 
sin River, called the Kickapoo Country, to perform the surveys of thatrongb, 
broken, uninhabited land, where he spent most of that season, 

It Tras, while engaged upon this work, that his depot of provisions vraa 
plundered by some stragglinjr bands of the Winnebago Indians, and himself 
and party reduced almost to starvation. Mr. Barrows had left ilie camp in 
the Eiclutpoo Bitot coontry for Prairie dn Gbien after provisions. Upon his 
retnm to the Eiokapoo, with supplies, he found the whole country laid waste 
by a Tornado. The country through which he had to pass to bis camp, some 
seventy miles, was heavily timbered, and the effects of the storm were almost 
utter destruction for miles in extent — ^tbe forest was torn up by its roots, trees 
of immense sise were twisted and hurled in every imaginable shape, and piled 
up in unlimited confusion. The occa»on was one demanding prompt, rigor- 
ous action' — and .Mr. Barrows found himself equnl to it. Ho first raado tho 
attempt to follow his old trail, and cut his way tl. rm; ^ U, with the help only of 
a few Indians, who love anything better than work, but, after two days of 
bard labor, gave it up, having made only two and a half miles. His next, 
and only chance of reaching his men, who were fastened in by the tornado, 
and whom he knew to be in a starving condition, was to ascend the Kickapoo, 
with Indians, in canoes, until he should reach a point opposite his camp, and 
beyond the tornado, wboi he conld pack out supplies through the wilderness, 
and reach his camp in time to save his men, if no serious obstacles opposed. 
The Indians took up the provisions, and Mr. Barrows went up by land, with 
one pack-horse only. The provisions were landed, the Indians discharged, 
and Mr. Barrows left alone upon the banks of the stream, just as the sun was 
setting. That ni^ht he carried his provisions about half a milo, into the forest, 
and cached them as well as he could, and early the next morning set out with 
a small bag of flour, and a little pork, on his pack-horse, upon his unknown 
and perilous journey, to reach his starving camp, full of intense anxiety as to 
the fote of his misdon, and those whom he desired to save. Any one who has 
ever visited this poiiaon of Tflsconsin, can well imagine the difficulties to be 
overcome. It is the country formerly owned by the ^Hnnebago Indians, and 
purchased feom them by Gov. Dodge in 1^84— and very correctly named the 

Sugar Loaves of Wisconsin.'* It is almost impassable for man or beast — 
abounding in steep precipices, high and inaccessible points of rooks, deep 
ravines, and impenetrable thickets. It was through this country that the cel- 
ebrated Chief, Clack Hawk, led his trusty followers, after his defeat at Dixon, 
on Bock River, and Buffalo Grove, while on liis way to Bad Axe, where he was 
captured. And it wag among these very hills and dells, that Col. At liiflon, in 
pursuit of iiiacic Hawk, got entuiiglud, and abandoned his wagons, baggage, 
ftc, with the loss of many of his horses. No man, with pack-horses, can cut 
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his way over fire or ten miles per dAy. Without any trail, or even maps of 
the coimtiy to guide him, Mr. Barrows perserered, alone, with only his fidth- 
flil horse, to accompany him, with indomitable courage and persererance, 

swimming the Streams that opposed his course, and resting only when 
darkness compelled him. On the fourth day, to his great joy, and surprise 
he struck an old outward bound trail, made by himself and men, in his first 
entrance into the country. It was near dfirk. and his camp-fire was kindled, 
his solitary meal was eaten, and in bluuket, alone in the dense wilderness, he 
slept again till daylight, when he was upon the trail, familiar to him, that 
led to the camp. He had gone but a few hundred yar ia amuug the deep glens, 
when, on turning an abrupt bluff, he came suddenly upon one of his men, who 
in£)med him that another of the party was a short distance behind in a 
starving condition, and too weak to proceed; that others of the parly were 
left at the camp, two days previous, in dispalr of receiving any help, as they 
supposed him murdered by the Indians, and that ^ej had been unable to kill 
game of any kind, except one small pheasant ; that they had eaten the two bear 
dogs, and boiled up the bones with nettles for sonp, and that they had had 
nothinsr for six days, but such wild berries as they could chance to find. They 
said they had boiled coflFee, of which thej had plenty, and drunk quite freely 
at first, but its effects upon them were very unpleasant, and at times even dis- 
tressing^ and that they had abandoned it. They were not long in reaching 
the companion of the first man, to whom he soon gave, in small portions, some 
food, and hastened forward to the camp ; h«re he found the rest of his men, in 
a pitiable condition of emaciation, and with looks of wildness and despair that 
was distressing to witness. They had setUed down into the belief that he was 
either dead or hopelessly lest. They had awaited in confidence too long, with- 
out an effort to sar© themselres, by leaving the country, and, perhaps, not 
having confidenoe in themselves sufficient to find their way out of the wilder- 
ness. 

««The camp presented a scene," says Mr. Barrows, "that I could not look 
upon without tears. Upon a log were sti-etchcd the skins of our bear dogs, 
while th^ bones were bleaching around the camp. »Some harness had been 
cut up, and roasted, to eat, and many extremes resorted to to reUeve them 
from utter destruction. The next morning we commenced our slow march 
back to the depot of provisions, which I had made upon the Siokapoo Biver. 
The scanty supply that I had taken with me, was now being exhausted with 
fearful rapidly, and ire hastened our march, to reach the depot, that we 
might once more be fed with plenty. But what was our surprise and conster^ 
nation, when we reached it, to find it plundered of its precious contents, ^d 
all carried away ! Our misfortunes seemed still to hang over us, and we felt 
that our sufferinsrs were not at an end. Our only chance of escnpo now was, 
to ascend the Kickapoo some twenty miles further, to a ford, tlie place where 
Black Hawk crossed in his light to Bad Axe, where his la^t battle was 
fought This we accomplished, and then struck across the prairie country 
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towards Prairie da CMen. On the tkird day we reached a settlement, where 
wo remaiaed a week to recrnit There were remnants of the Winnchago tribe 
of Indians encamped near this place. We informed them of our loss, and in- 
sUtuted search threugh the entire camp, bnt found nothing. The ohief of this 
band told as, that some Root Eirer Indians had been on a hunt in that neigh- 
borhood, and had gone to Prairie du Chien. I pursued them, but on my ar- 
rival there, found they had left for Root River. Many articles of our clothing, 
that had been plundered from the depot, were found in the liqimr^^^hops of 
Prairie du Chien, which had been sold by this strolling band of Induins. Our 
pack-horses, that strayed away at the time of the hurricane, were found some 
four weeks afterward, and brought into camp. Thus, by ihQir absence, our 
party were compelled to eat dog instead of horse flesh !" 

Up to this date, nothing definite was known of the Territory lying between 
the waters of the Mississippi and Missouri. The title to the lands bordering 
upon the Mississippi were being extinguished slowly, and in smaU parcels. 
The Winnebagoes occupied a strip running from the Mississippi River, at 
Pndrle du OMen, to the Des Moines River, forty miles in width, called 
"Neutral Grounds." The Pottowattomies had removed from Eock River, 
Illinois, to the Western side of this State, bordering on the Missouri. But 
few, if any but Indians, had ever cro^Rod this Territory to the Missouri. 
Trappers and hunters told many hi-bly colored tales of the beauty of the 
country, of its glassy lakes, with pebled shores, the abode of vast herds 
of butiulo, elk, and deer; of feathered game, and of the finney tribe. The 
spirit of enterprise, the love of research, and of Nature's grand solitude^ 
again prompted Mr. Barrows to shoulder his rifle and start upon the trail of 
the red man. He wrote to Got, Lucas, the Secretary of State, the Surveyor 
General, and others, proposing to explore the country lying between the two 
rivers, sketch its topography, and project a map of all the conntty lying 
between these riyers, as far North as the forty-third parallel. This was ac- 
complished in three successive years. On his first tour he experienced many 
hinderances and difficulties from the Winnebago Indians. He had ascended 
the Wabisipinica River to the boundary line of the Neutral Grounds, early ia 
September; built him a cabin for a winter depot, but could get no communi- 
cation with the Chief of that nation, until the return of the Indians from their 
annual payment at Prairie du Chien, which was not until the first of NoTem- 
ber. 

The Chief's village was some five miles from his cabin. Mr. Barrows had 
furnished himself with a native youth from the Mission School at Fort Atkin- 
son for interpreter. The arrival of the Ohief, Chos-chun-ca, (Big Wave,) was 
at last announced, Mr. Barrows invitation presented in due form for the Ohief 
to visit him in his cabin, which was not upon his grounds. At tbp time ap- 
pointed, the Chief made his appearance, with some twelve of his warriors. 

" He was clothed, " says Mr. Barrow^, '• in a buflalo over-coat, a stovc-itipc 
haif and a pair of ffrem spectacles. These had recently been presented by some 
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officerB and friends at the Fort. I exhibited my passport from Got. Chambers, 
and told him I wished to go across his country, to make a picture of it, to 

show Lis great father, the President. 

After hearing me, and examining, "with much minuteness, my maps and 
sketches, some of which he corrected, he refased, with much earnestn(-ss, 
my passage ialo hU country for any such purpose. He said tliat he very Avell 
knew th« olject his great father had iu seiirling roe there, und that lie had no 
great respect for the " Big Captain at Washington, ' if he took such a course 
to find out the valae of his land — that if I found it good and pleasant for the 
white man to live npon, it would be well, and his father would purchase it, 
bat if I found it bad, he would giye him but little money for it, and, therefore, 
I should not go.'* • 

After many entreaties and presets, Mr. Barrows found it of no use, and, 
leaving part of his men at the depot, he set out, with but one man, across the 
country, to Fort Atkinson, one hundred and twentv-five miles, on Turkey 
River, without any map or trail, and with full expectation of being overtiiken by 
the Indians, and brought back. But on the first day out, a dense fog covered 
the prairie, and it rained iu torrents for twenty-four hours, overflowing the 
banks of ali the streams, ^hicli made it necessary lo fewini xt themaelvea and 
horses. On the second day, near night, they came back to the first night's 
camp, in a small grove, having been lost in the fog and rain the whole time, 
and traveling at good rates. It cleared up after a snow storm, and he reached 
the Fort on the fifth day. The Rev. Mr. Lowry, who had charge of the Mis- 
sion Sohool, at that place, gave him a passport across the country, and wrote 
a letter to the Chief, which, being interpreted to him, he was allowed to pro- 
ceed. Kot, however, until he had made him presents of corn, pipes and 
tobacco. 

" Barrows' New Map of Iowa, with Notes," was published in 1854, by Doolit- 
tle k Munson, Cincinnati ; and was a work, at that day, of mucli importance. 
The Legislature ordered copies for each member, and for the officers of State. 
Many works since written on Iowa have been largely indebted to this valuable 
little work. It is brief, yet comprehensive, in its character, easy and vigorous, 
and was the cause of satisfying a wide-spread enquiry East in regard to the 
character and resources of Iowa. 

From 1845 to '50^ Mr. Barrows was engaged most of the time in the surveys 
of the Government, and those of the County which he had charge of for many 
years as County Surveyor, often making ezcarsions into the newly settled 
portions of the State, examining the most prominent points of location, ia 
many of which he has made, we bclicTC, some very important inTcstments. His 
knowledge of Iowa, as a Slate, is probably as extensive and correct as that of 
any raan who ever traveled over it, and his judgmeul upon ileal Et<tate invest- 
ment ii'dn been of the mosljudicious and satibiactory character, uotonly to him- 
self, but to those for whom he has operated as an agent. His present business 
is that of a Land Agent, and a partner in the house of Barrows k Millard 
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of Sioux City, Iowa, and Barrows, Millard & Co., Omaha Ciij, N. T. In the 
Spring of 1850, bosiaesB of all kinds being dall in the West, he seized npon 
the opportunitj to gratiQr his long and ardent desire to Tisit the plains, the 
Bocky Monntuns, and the shores of the Pacifio. 

This was a project of long standing in his mind, and he entered npon it 
irith mnch earnestness and vigor* Being fally equipped for such an expe- 
dition, he crossed the State of Iowa early in March, and l^the Missouri River 
opposite Council Bluffs, in company with a California train, on the 23d of 
April, following the north fork of Platte River, through the present territory 
of Nebraska, to Fort Laramie, through the Black HUls, and tbenoe up the 
Sweet-water River to the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains. 

His outht consisted of a light two-horse wagou^ with hve horses, and two 
men. 

The year 1850, was one long to he remembered by those who passed over 
the route to California. The season was cold and backward, grass did not 
grow snffioient for forage until May, and for some two weeks of the early part 
of the journey, the animals were fed npon dry grass chopped, and rolled in 
wbeat flour, and browsed upon shrubs and trees cut for that purpose. This 
misfortune, at the beginning, so reduced Mr. Barrows* horses, as well as others, 
that one after another of his team gave out, and either died, or was 1^ by the 
way. 

He left his wagon on the Ilumbolt, making pack-saddles for the horses that 
were left ; and abaiiuuiiing everj thing but a few clothes, and his surveying ' 
instruments, he, with his men, traveled on foot upwardi of four hundred miles 
before reaching the base of the Nevada Mountains, at which place he was left 
with only one horse to pass the mountains with, and which died soon after 
reaching California, where he arrived the l6th of July. One of his men died 
soon after his arrivaL 

A very interesting account of tibis trip was given hy Mr. Barrows in a series 
of letters from California, published in the Democratic Banner of this city, at 
that time, describing, in most vivid colors, the difficulties and dangers, trials 
anil hardships, of a journey to the Pacific. His description of ihe South Pass, 
in tlif mountains, yo long looked upon as the great barrier to all commuuica- 
tion with the Paciiic by Railway, is the most graphic and satisfactory we ever 
remember to have read of this celebrated laud-mark of the mountaiBs. He 
details, in foU, the face of the country in ascending the Platte and Sweet- 
Water Rivers, and at all the most prominent points, g^ves the latitude, longi- 
tude, and attitude, showing the feasibility of a Railroad thus far to the Pacific, 
which has since been fully endorsed by more scientific research. We cannot 
here refrain from giving a single extract from one of bis letters : 

"The South Pass,*' says Mr. Barrows, *'isfar different in its appearance 
to what I had imagined, from any description that I had ever seen. It is true, 
but little was known of it, and much less written, I had imagined some chasm, 
or deep cut in the mountains, through which we would be compelled to wind 
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our way, or that I might, perhaps, find a pathway rent apart in the mountains 
bj some great volcanic action^ and thus we should find our perilous way 
throagh this wonderfol Pass. 

** Bat it ia for different. It is a beautiful prairie country, eren npon the 
snnunit level ; and no one, with ordinary observation, can possibly mistake the 
spoti marked by Fremont as the highest point attained in the Pass. 

** For days, the traveler, in his gradual assent, finds all the streams running 
back towards the Atlantic, and as he follows up the last rivulet to the summit, 
ftnd passes over a level space of a quarter of a mile, all the little brooks and 
streamlets begin to run for the Pacific. Then you have passed the summit of 
the Rocky Mountains ! I cannot describe my feelings, as I stood and p-azed 
from the lofty eminence upon all that is good and noble in the %¥oik3 
Creation. A sense of solitude pervades the whole scene. Upon the right 
hand, away to the North, are the Wind River Mountains, with tlieir tops 
covered with perpetual snow, and although some sixty miles distant, yet so 
clear and transparent is the atmosph^e in this high altitude, we could even 
discern bodies of trees, and the drifted snow, as it hung over the rocky pre- 
cipices. The antelope, or the mountain goat, can be seen feeding in quiet for 
miles distant, and the hunter is often deceived in his approach to animals of 
the chase. The purity of the atmosphere is such, that the traveler feels 
buoyed up with unusual Tigor, and speeds his way with uncommon ease and 
riipidity. Before you lies the Great Basin, five hundred miles in extent, and 
as far as the eye can extend, nothing can be seen but a vast plane, sleeping 
amid the solitude and grandeur that has filled this desolate region since its 
creation. 

« This Pass has derived its name, probably, firom a depression of the moun. 
tain chain at this place, and is seen only when at a distance of a hundred 
sules. As the traveler approaches from such a distance, it bias the appearance 
of a gap, or cut, but when in it, it is one vast space.*' 

Mr. Barrows spent the Summer in California, traveling much of the time. 
As the rainy season approached, he left there for Central America, and thence 
to Cuba, where he spent some time, and returned to Iowa early in 1851. 

From tliat time until the present, Mr. liarrows has resided in Davenport, 
busying hini^^elf in attending to his lands. Land Business, and in erecting a 
capacious and handsome residence. This last, is about half way up the blutis, 
nearly opposite the Island, and overlooks a magnificent view of natural and 
architectural beauty. The house is ample, finely finished, and projected upon 
a plan that marks its owner as a man of taste. 

Mr. Barrows, we are happy to add, has secured, as the result of his active 
life, an ample fortune^ which no one is better qualified than himself, by 
education, habl^ and inclination, to e^joy. 

Hb life has been a stirring and useful one ; for, while ever laboring to 
secure a competence, he has at no time been unmindful of the claims o 
society upon each of its members, and has, therefore, at various times, given 
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letters to the public, containing vftlaable scientific, and other information^ 
while bis work upon the map of Iowa has done more to dtssemmate a knowledge 
of our State than anything of the kind ever publiahed. 

In regard to bis social character, Mr. Barrows takes a high rank. He pos- 
sesses an illimitable fimd of anecdote, pointed as to irittidsm, and valuable 
for their information^ and he enjoys the sparkling bon mot of oonTersadon-with 
the fine relish of a Frenchman. His own portlj fbrm shaking with laughter 
over some reminiscence of the Indicrons, and a choice audience roaring with 
mirthfnlness, is a common sight to all who have the pleasure of his ae* 
qnaintanoe. 

Liberal, charitable, a Christian, the possessor of a fortune, respccte(3, en- 
joyinj^ the boft of health, and with social relations, harmonious, and desirable, 
Mr. Barrows uow rests after his eventful life, and it is the sincere wish of all 
who know him, that many years will yet be his portion, which may be as 
pleasant and happy as his early life has been laborioos and aotiTe. 
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CHAPTBR XIX. 



CAPT. JAMES MAY- 



JA.MES May was born on the 1st day of October, 1804, in Cape Girardofiu 
county, Missouri. His fatker and mother went from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
in 1803, and, with some of their relatlTes, were among the *' early aettlers" 
of the now Great North West. The histoiy of the family f^om the year 1798, 
when the Grand-father of the present James May was forced to leave Ireland, 
with bis family, in consequence of his active partidpation in the cause of civil 
and rdiio^ons Uberty in his nattre country, with the incidents of their frontier 
lives in the North-west, and Texas, where some of them emigrated many years 
since, would make an interesting volume. 

The father and family of Gapt. May left St. fJcneviove on a keel boat, bonnd 
for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the Spring of 1807. The crew of thp keel 
boat, from sickness and fatignf», became unable to work the boat to Louisvilie, 
Alexander May (the father ol Capt. May,) was obliged to work hard for several 
days to reach that point. At Louisville, the Patroon (or Captain,) of the 
keel boat abandoned the trip to Pittsburgh, and Mr. Hay was left there with 
his family and effects. No boat was to be obtained that was going up the 
Biver, but he determined to proceed, and for this purpose procured the best 
thing available — ^whioh was an old oak skiff. In this he placed bis fomily, 
some SIX hundred poun<ls of lead, cooking utensils, kc,, and started from 
Louisville up the Biver. His progress to Pittsburgh— a distance of six hundred 
^iles — cTinced that he was a man as well of nerre as of immense physical en- 
durance. With on\v thf help of one man for three days on the rout, he rowed 
the boat alone the entire distance, receiving only such assistance as his wife 
could render by steering the boat. The Grand-mother cared for one child, 
Mrs. May for the youngest with one arm, while acting as h%\ms-woman with * c 
the other. Mr. May's hands were so contracted firom the length of time they 
had been closed about the oars, that for years he could not straighten them, 
25 
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and thej were so calloused that he could, without pain, hold red-hot coals in 
them. There was more heroism in this long jouniej than is visible at the first 
glance. 

Caj f >7^y commenced flat<lbont'ri<; on the Ohio in 1822| and continued in 
this basioeas until 1827, when he obtained the mastership of the steamboat 

Shnmrock ; and made the first Toyfl^^e on her from Pittsburgh to Galena, which 
was t in,' first business ir'^p fvfr made un the Upper Mississippi, by a steam-boat — 
that i^, from St. Louis to Galeiisi. Stcuiiboats had before ascended with 
military troops and stores, but had always after returned to their trade at other 
points. 

Oapt. May continued on the Upper Mississippi, as Master of a steamboat, 
until 1984, or a period of seven years. During this time he saw much of 
Indian and other life, and was personally cognizant of many scenes connected 
with Black Hawk, Keokuk, and the war of 1832. He brought Gen. Craines 
and suite to Rock Island in 1831, at the time of the memorable interview be- 
tween that officer and Black Hawk. We give an account of the afi^r in Capt. 
May's own •words : 

"A few iiours after our arrival at Fort Armstrong, Gen. Gaines concluded 
to send for the Chiefs and Braves of the Band to hold a council with them, and 
desired nie to rumi\in with the Boat until the ooanoil could be held, which was 
appointed to be the nc^t day. 

Black Hawk, with a considerable number of Chiefs and Braves, came to 
the couttdl chamber, which was a log building some distance from the Fort 
The Indians were all armed, each with various implements, in full preparation 
for war. They made bold and defiant demonstrations in the council chamber, 
and used even impertinent language to Qen. Gaines and his officers* (I stood 
by the side of an Indian trader, who interpreted to me.) Every officer and 
white man in the chamber knew there was imminent danger, as the Indians were 
all efficiently armed, and not an officer or white man in the room had a weapon. 

"Mr. Antoinc LeClairc was the interpreter, and did his duty on that oc- 
casion most admirably. Hin judicious, cautiouia, and conciliatory 'management, 
on that day, was, I believe, tlie meaus of saving the lives of many officers and 
meu, as well as his own life. He, as well as all who were 'witDesae:^ oi the 
council, saw the imminent danger." 

On the trip down to St. Louis, (before bringing up Oen. Gaioes,) Keokuk, 
and several other Chiefs, accompanied by an interpreter, were passengers with 
Capt. May. They stopped at Yellow Banks, where Black Hawk and his Band 
were encamped. At the solicitation of Oapt. May, and others, Keokuk landed, 
and made the disaffected party a most eloquent speech, advising them to avoid 
strife with the whites, atid to quietly remove west of the Mississippi. It is 
needless to add that his advice "was unheeded. 

Keokuk was a passenger with Capt, May on another occasion. Having cx- 
pcrit'uced muqh difficulty, at various times, in crossing the Upper and Lower 
liapids, Capt. May had become impressed with the idea that, in course of time, 
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towns mnst be bnilt at the head and foot of each Rapids — ^In fact it may, lii 
justice to him, be clumed that he was ikefirtt to suggest the location of towns 
on the spots now oocapied by the important cities of Davenport and LeClaire. 
On this occasion he strennonsly urged upon Eeoknk the importance of reserv- 
ing to his nation a portion of land thirty or forty miles square in this ▼Icinlty, 
when the land was purchased by QoTemment. lueoknk seems to have disre* 
gorded his advice, however much it may have impressed him at the time. 

As an illustration of Indian injcenuitv, he relates that when near tbo moulh 
of Iowa River in 1 831, they noticed that the emrface of the Mississippi was 
covered with iloating leaves. An ladiau trader on board explained the curi- 
osity by stating that Indians somewhere above had been ferrying their horses 
over the river. This was the case, for when they arriyed at New Boston they 
fonnd several hundred Indians and horses that had but just finished crossing. 
Their ferry-boats were constructed by placing half a dozen canoes side by side, 
six inches or a foot apart. Poles were then laid traversely across the canoes, 
and the whole well covered with leaves. This made a perfectly safe, and most 
ingenious craft. 

After leaving the Biver in 1884, Oapt. May entered ir ; ; iness with John 

Andoe, if Pittshnrf^h. under the firm of May & An^lof^ I'hey carried on an 
extensive Grocery, Commission, Receiving, andForvrarding,ag well as Steamboat 
Building business. During his biisineas career, Capt. May superintended the 
building of over fifty steamboats, aud more than twice as many barges, and 
other boats. 

He was one of the original proprietors of Davenport— although not 
until 1847 a resident of the place. He owns largely, both here and at 
LeClaire, having purchased in full faith of the vast improvement which 
time would evolve In both places. He is now one of our wealthiest inhab- 
itants. He is a thorough believer in the West^labors hard for its interests 
with tongue ancf pen. His nature is kind, genial, and pacific — as a superior 
business man, the past-can amply witness. 

We cannot better conclude our hnsty sketch, than by giving an extract 
from a note seat us in reply to one soliciting the leading circumstances of his 
life ! 

*' I have made many visits to this country since the year 1827, and have had 
' familiar acquaintance with many thousands of the inhabitants during the past 
thirty years, and have watched with interest the progress of improvement on 
and near the Mississippi Itiver. Year after year the progress seemed wonder- 
ful. Indeed, the immense increase of population, with the vast evidences of 
enterprise, skill, perseverance, talent, and capital, scattered over the land 
within the past twelve years, seems to me now more like magic than reality. 
Then, again, when I philosophise, in my rude way, I feel persuaded that even 
this Tvonderfiill}* rapid and apparently magic progress cannot for many years 
he retarded, or if temporarily obstructed, the su.'fpension must be of sliort du- 
ration, and the progress be the more rapid and permanent thereafter. This 
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point, and say a cjistance of twenty miles above, is certainly the most attrac- 
tive point to bt; luurid from St. Anthony Falls to the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi. I feel sate, in the assertion, that there are very few spots on the face 
of this earth that has many more natural adrantages, in the same space, than 
has been conferred by Providence on this twen^ miiea tpiare. The salabrity 
of the climate, depth and fertility of soil, contiguity to markets and facility for 
transportation and importation, are blessings pertaining peculiarly to this 
location on the Father of Waters. 

Besides the enjoyment of all these in an eminent degree, we have tributary 
to this point, or on the tract, an excellent quality, and almost inexhaustable 
quantity, of timber, atone, stone coal, lime ?nnd, (of superior quality for glass 
mttktnjT, ) lead, iron, &c., thus we Lave f«»cilities to procure all elements and 
implements for manufactures on aa ezlemive scale. The Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi and tributaries, with the Rail and other roads, concentrating at this 
pointt make this one of the most desirable points for judicious investment, for 
exUntwe operations in manufocturing establishments, that can be found in the 
United States. 

We have, at this point, the Rapids, which are, in a low and moderate stage 
of the River, an impediment to Navigation, which is an advantage, as it makes 
an anchorage, and a portio of the year, a terminus at two points — Dav- 
enporr and LeOhiiro. On this tract, consequently, those two points must, in 
a few jeais, crow to be p^reat Commercial, Manufacluriog;, and Produce 
Depots: and witli the obvious advaiita^^es prfsenffMl in the intervening space 
on the margin of the River, from Davenport to LeGiaire, ere many years 
it will wear more the aspect of a Manu&oturing Town than a '* country place." 

One fact more having bearing upon Capt. lltay may be added in regard to 
that portion of a man's character which induces him to tenaciously adhere to 
what he believes to be the true fhitb, whether religions or political. Capt. 
Hay says : 

Myself and Mr. John Andoe were in the Financial Storm of 1887, as well 
as for some time before and after that date, and were the only Wholesale Orocers 

and Commission Merchanta in the city of Pitt8burg:h who were Anti-TTnited 
States Bank Democrats, and am proud to say that we both still adhere to the 
same political faith." 
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HON. CHAS. WESTOIT. 



JuDOE WvHTOJf was born Maj, 1811, in Washington connty, New York. He 
was the younuept son of Hon. Roswell Weston, Judge m the Court of Coimiion 
Pleas. The subject of onr biography graduated at an early age at the lieun- 
salaer ludtitute, of Troy, and, in 1832, couimencod reading law under hiB father 
and Gea. Orville Clark — who were then in partnership. He remained with 
them some two jeare, and then transferred his studies to the offiee of Hon. 
Bsek Oowen — ^who was afterwards one of the Justices of the Supreme Conrt 
of the State. 

Several of the highest lawyers of the day were eotemporary with Jndge 
Weston at the time — Hon. Mark Skinner, now of Ohicago, and Nicholas Hill, 
Jr., of Albany, New York, studying in the same oCBce, and Hon. Daniel 
UUman, and Hon. Ed. Sandford, being admitted to the Bar of the Supreme 
Court in the n imp class of examination in 1836. 

Judge Weatuu engaged for nearly a year, afier his admission, in practicing 
law in his father's oflice, and then through the representations of gome pro- 
prietors of the ** Half Breed Tract," who resided in New York, be was induced 
to start for the West. The glowing enthusiasm of the owners of the '* Half* 
Breed Tract," was, hower^, lost in his case, for, instead of proceeding thither' 
he went to Burlington. He reached that place in December, 1837, having 
crossed the country in the first stage (owned by the well*known I¥ink,) that 
ever went through ttom Chicago. His advent in Iowa was not as pleasant as 
it is now, when Steam Ferry Boats have supplanted shaky flat-boats, and pre- 
carions *' dug-outs." The Mississippi was crowded with floating if^o, and ho 
nearly lost his life in crossing — ^hc, however, succeededi bat more dead than 
alive. 

He entered the small hotel, and after warming himself, and recovering a 
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living amount of energy, he survejed the company present. There were a 
couple of gentlemen who attracted his attention — ono was a rather loose, un- 
dandified yoang man, with a particularly large head, and stack of hair, 
each member of which rose erect in proud independenee of the others. 
His companion was a rather sharp-looking individual, and was armed cap-a.j>fe, 
in stout old homespun, of true Vermont origin. Both were young men — and 
either would have attracted considerable attention in Broadway. Judge 
Weiton received an introduction ; the first was Mr. Grimes, and the other Mr. 
Starr. Mr. Grimes, better known as Jas. W. Grimes, has since been GoTernor of 
lovra, and is now United States Senator, while Mr. Starr is one of the first law- 
yers in the West. These "wcro Titdt^c Weston's first acquaintances west of 
the River, and both illustrated adimrably the fact, that appearances are de- 
ceiving.'* 

lie commenced the practice of law in Burliugton, and continued so to do for 
a year or more, alternating his legal duties With trips into the back country 
for the purposes of health, adventure, or ezdtement. On one of these occa- 
sions, himself, and H. W. Starr, were spending a short time with Jerry Smith, 
a wen known Indian trader of that time. While there, Black Hawk and his 
son arrived, and pitched their tents in the vicinity. He was very sociable, 
bnt most rclij^inus in his dislike of his rival, Keokuk. Starr, in order to test 
his feelings, said to the old Chief : ^* Kwkuk oe-qxia-nish-a-shin ('= Keokuk 
is a good m?»n. is ho not ?") Rising, with fury in hig eyfis, and all his bitter 
disappointments crowding liis memory and bolstering up his wrath, the old 
Brave thnndered oat, Keokuk car-ici/i, nish-a-skm ("Keokuk is not a 
good man 1) It is impossible to render in English the full and emphatic mean- 
lug contained in either question or reply, but more especially so in case of the 
latter. 

Judge Weston was with W. B. Conway during his sickness and death ; and 
soon after the occurrence of that deplorable event, he was appointed Fiscal 
Agent for the Territory, and exercised the duties of the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory, in place of Mr. Conway. 

In 18S8, he was appointed Judge Advocate General, by Gov. Lucas, with the 
title of Colonel. 

In lS30,l)y thedeath of incumbent Van Alen, ho was appointed United iStates 
Attorney for the Territurv, l>y Air. Van Biireu, which ofhce be held until 1S48. 

In 1840, ho removed lo Davenport, and purchased a quarter section of land, 
which be afterward increased to a farm of several hundred acres. He was 
not, however, signally successful as a farmer— it generally costing him a third 
mote to ndse his own beef, butter, and wheat, than it would to have paid the 
cash for them. He, therefore, abandoned the piarsult of Agricultural prom- 
inence under such difficulties, married, and moved into the city, where he has 
since resided. 

lie was elected Mayor in 1851, and County Judge in 1857, which office he 
at present fills, in a manner at once satisHstctory to his constituents, and hon- 
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orable to tbe ermiue. It may be added that none more than himself are 
waviter in modo^ and hence the difficnlt relations of hia offioe are always pre- 
senred in a manner that leaves none other than pleasnrable impressions — ^hov- 
ever inharmonious or antagonistic be theinflnences vith which he may haye to 

deal. 

He is now in the eigoyment of an honorable independence, has fine tastes and 

means for their gratification. His progenitors are noted for longevity — his father 
being now eighty-seven — and he himself will probably extend the term of hi? 
life and enjoyment to an equal extent. That such may be the case* not one 
yiiXi otherwise "nnsh, as his urbanity, genial symnathica. and classic tastCS; have 
acquired I'or iiim ihc fiieudship and respect t>i uli wiiu know him. 
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CAPT. LeROY dodge. 



Cam. Dooas was born in December, 1811, in Herkimer county, New York. 
His father was a farmer, and his sons received such educational opportunities 

as are usnaUy given to farinet's children— ^hard work in the Summer, and ti e 
advantages of a District School in the Winter. Mr. Dodge made his debut ia 

active lifCj ontpide of (lie farm, as a school teacher — Tv hich pursuit lie fol- 
low(>d soTne three winters. Of his success in this (iepartment, wecaanot speuk 
pobitivoly — but as lie possesses a pt'ouliurity of doitio; everything weU, it can 
be inferred with a tolerable degree ol ctrluiuly, that bia eudcavors to "teach 
the young idea to shoot" we^e rewarded with due aud proper results. 

In 1833, he started West — spent one jear in Ohio, then footed it to Lake 
Michigan, erossing in a small schooner to Detroit, and in due time reached 
Chicago. - He finished his pedestrian tour by footing it to Joliet, and from 
thence to Dubuque, at which place he obtained a situation as Clerk, with G. 
W. Atchison. 

He remained in this situation one and a half years, and then commenced 

lifp upon the Father of Waters— the Mississippi. He started as Clerk, and 
fought his way hy dint^of peri^e vera net' and industry from the Clerk's Desk to 
the Wheel Jlouse, and Troni thence to the '•Captain's OfTice'' — evmciog 
thronp:l!out these transformations the indisputable fact that labor is the price 
of success, ia the Fall of the saiue jear — lSo6 — that lie commenced ou the 
River, he located in Rockingham, and has carried on farming in connection 
with steamboating ever suice. In 1852, he represented Scott county in the 
State Legislature, as a Democrat — a character, by the way, which he has ever 
uncompromisingly sustained. 

He was married in 1846, but subsequently lost bis wife. He married again, 
and the same unfortunate case has again resulted — ^be is once more a widower. 

Capt. Dodge is still engaged in steamboating, although he does not, as 
formerly, navigate the whole upper river — ^his trips being confined to running 

26 
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a packet betwooa Keokuk and Davenport. Ilis Eoat — the " Ben Gftmpbell" — 
is a veU known and faTorite institution among those frbo liave bad occasion 
for riTer transportation along that portion of the Mississippi. 

Like many of oar pioneers, Capt Dodge has accumnlated an ample oompe* 
tence» but nnlike that of manj others, it is in nowise the resoU of accident. 
No Genius of the Lamp erected it in a single nfglit — no sndden and unex- 
pected fluctuations of fortune's tide carried him where he now is. Sverj stone 
in the superstructure of his fortune was hewn and piled by his own arm — and 
commenced under circumstances that would have disconrac^ed any one with 
lesa^pfseverancc than lio possesses. The most uuirked trait in his character 
is deffrmi?iu(-iu}i'~~il is seen in all his actions, and its tirm unflincbiug character 
is traced iu every feature and expression of his face, as though wrought, in 
iron. 
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HIRAM PRICE, ESQ- 



Mb. Pbics was born Janaary, 18U, in Washington county, Pennsylvania. 
He removed, in 1819, to Mifflin county, Penngylvanift, in 1822 to Huntingdon 
conntr, in tlie same Stiito, and in ihr> Fall of 1844 be came to Davenport, 
which {iliice has since been his residence. 

His capital ia business was cue hundred dollars, and wltb this he started as 
a Merchant. His small pecuniary effects, bowdTeF) were made up in otfa«r of 
his possessions^-he had determined perseverance, inviolate Integrity, good 
bnsiness tact, was temperate to the fatt, and keenly eonscientioas. With this 
capital he started into the work, and in » few years bad erected upon it a fine 
fortnne. 

Ho continnod in the Mercantile business until 1848. In 184T he was elected 
the first School Fond Commissioner of Scott county, which office be held nine 
years. In 1848 he was elected Recorder and Treasurer of Seott county, which 
positions he filled for eight years, after which he declined being a candidate for 
re-electioa. The lenfj;th of time which he was continued in these offioes is a 
high compliment to the manner in which he filled them. 

Mr. Price has always taken a decided and consistent position in ^vor of the 
cause of Temperance. He was ono of those who, in February, 1848, organised 
the Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance for the State of Iowa, and was 
elected first Qrand Worthy A; and after, Grand Worthy Patriarch for the 
State. He has been elected every year, since the organisation of the Grand 
Division of Iowa, as representative to the National Division of North 
America. In 1847 he was instrumental in organizing the present Division of 
Sons of Temperance in this city, and was elected the fir<?t W. P. In 1851, 
he was elected President of the Maine Law Alliance" of th*^ ^^tite ; and he 
filled this position in a manner whieh, while effectual toward the end in view, 
iuvariably held the respect of its moai iuvelerate opponents. 
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He was Treasurer for the Scott County Bible iSooiety for the years 1851, % 
'6 and '7, and President for years 1854 and '5. 

Mr. Price is entitled to an infinite deal of honor for the part be has taken in 
this section towards the construction of our Railroads. He was one of the 
first. West of the Mississippi, who a^tated a railroad connection with the ' 
Atlantic, and it is owing as much or more to his efforts than to those of any 
other one, that our city and county were induced to subscribe to the project. 

He also lent his exertions to the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad — wliicb. 
when completed, will v.r.lt^ us with the Missouri River, and eventually with 
the Pacific. He was one of it^ corporators, and traveled the entirt* length of 
the line to the Missouri, procuriug right of way for the road — holdiag meet- 
ings in the counties through which the line runs, for the purpose of securing 
the interests of and making friends for the M. & M. R. R., and eventually 
succeeded in driving off a project for a rival road. 

His present business connections are a partnership in the Publishing House 
of I<U6e» Lane & Co. ; another in the Henry County Goal Company, and he is also 
Secretary, Cashier, and one of the Directors, of the Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad. 

Mr. Price is one of the few livinsf, hutTnuch quoted, exninples of what perse- 
verance, untiring industry, and, above all, uUr^ri'i/, will ficcnmnlish. In four- 
teen years each dollar of his original hundred has been reproduced in a 
thousand ; and with them all ia the conviction that they are the fruit of hone&t 
industry. 

His views and position apon Temperance have given him a prominence 
possessed by no other private citizen in the State, and yet, with this prom- 
inence, and his strong blows in warring against the serried hosts of antagonistic 
men and principles, there is not, we venture to s%y, a man of his opponents 
who does not respect the singular honesty of his endeavors, and his entire free- 
dom from all effort to gain either personal or political popularity. It need not 
be added that he is liberal — the character we have thus far given him, fully 
indicates it. Added to this trait, he possossps the utmost regularity of habits 
— rising invariably at six o'clock, well-knowing that life is short, and its hours 
precious. 

With an expression of regret that his ferveut, phiiaulhropic exertions upon 
the Temperance question have not met with the full success which their 
character and end deserve, and of satisfoction that his life has practically de« 
monstrated the success of oobbect fbhtoiplis, we leave him to the considera* 
tion of our readers. 
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Thb foregoing, although including the prominent men of Davenport, does 

not ouritain all who are prominent, either from long residence, the poasessioo 

of ability, public spirit, or such other qiinlities as entitle their possessors to 
prominence in any community. Tlierc arc others here •ft'hoso biogrnphies 
would confer honor upon any work — among -whoui are Dr. Barrows, lluu. John 
P.Cook. Ebenezer Cook, Hon. James Grant, Clen. Geo. B. Sargent, D. C. Eld- 
ridge, Joim Forrest, Andrew Logan, J. M. D. Burrows, Harvey Leonard, and 

not a feir others. Circumstances, howeTer, forbid a lengthened mention, 
however much each deserves it. 

The following are the names of settlers who came to Scott county on 

and previous to 1840» with the yesr of their coming t 

SBTTLKB8 OF 1836. 



Antoine LeClaire, 1883, 
George L. Davenport, 
G. C. R. ^ntchel, 1885, 
Dr. E. iS. Barrows, 
James ^f . Bowling, 1835, 
A. H. Davenport, 
James Mcintosh, 
Capt. Leroy Dodge, 
P. C. Eldridge, 
Lewis L. Clark, 
Charles H. Eldridge, 
Wm. S. Cook, 
Ebeneier Cook, 
John P. Cook, 
Wm. Vantnyl, 
Jabez A. Burchard, 
Boswell H. Spencer, 
Adam Noel. 
John Noel, 
Henrj 0. Morehead, 
John Armel, 
Edward Rickar, 
Louis Hibbert, 1831, 



John Burnaidea, 
Sam'l. Sullivan, 

Satnuel Little, 
James E. Hurasides, 
James O'Kelly, 
Wm. (). Hall, 

A. E. P.. HaH, 
Audrew J. Hyde, 
George Hyde, 

B. W. H. Winfield, 
Etheral Camp, 
Benj. Wright, 

Capt. James E. Marry, 
Mrs. A. W. McGregor, 
William Velio, 
Col. T. C. Eads, 
Stephen Henly, 
Jesse TIenly, 
ii'oster Campbelt, 
John P. Cooper, 
John D. Bichey, 
Kufus Catlin, 
Eobert Wilson, 



IraC. Van Tuyl, 
Henry B. Armel, 
Thoa. H. Armel, 
E. B. Armel, 
Jesse Armel, 
William Armel, 
Jackson Armel, 
James Armel, 
David Barry, 
John Carter, 
Charles Carter, 
Claudius McLafflin, 
Widow John Bobinson, 
Joseph P. Robinson, 
Perry Clark, 
Andrew Einglesby, 
Stratber iUnglesby, 
Eph. Lane, 
Wm. Lane, 
Geo. W. Thorn, 
Steplien Thompson, 
Wm. Thompson, 
G. W. iTranks, 
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David LeCIaire, 

Lee I. Hall, 
I. M. T. Hull, 
Dnv'id Sullivan, 
W* B. Shoemaker, 
Vade Monday, 18S$, 



Peter WilsoD, 
Henry Gabbert, 

Daniel Berryman, 
William Hubbard^ 
J. H. Sullivan, 
Jules Bumberg, 



Goodrich Hubbard, 
Jerremiah Hubbard, 

Win. mite, 
James Dareoport, 

Henry Bumbers^, 



1>SA1> AND NOK'ttK&IDEHT. 



Archer, killed at Kockiugham 1887.^ 
Brown, J, M., Tipton, N. Y. 

Cook, Ira, Sr., 1864,* 
Cook, Ira, Jr., Fort DesMolne, 
Camp, Jas. M., Li an county, Iowa, 
Campbell, A. W., died in Califoniia,^ 
Campbell, Geo,, CaUlornia, 
Chnver, Capt. J., St. Iiouis, 
Oanip, Wm. Mt. Temon, 
Cline, Orcf^on, 
Carroll, John, Sr.,* 
CarroU, Wm., Rock Island, 
Davenport, M., 1852,* 
Davenport, Jas., Illinois, 
Davis, Daniel, Tipton, 
Dutro, Wm., St. Louis, 
Dodge, Chaf ., Rocli ester, Iowa, 
Davenport, Otbo, 111., 
Oabbart, David, 1855,* 
Gardner, Wm., unknown, 
Giberson, Daniel, i840,* 
H«U, A. P.,* 
Hall, J. H.,* 
Hall, W. W.,* 
Ilonby, Stephen J.,* 
HiggiDS, n. W., Illinois, 
Uiggins, Jno. V., Illinois, 
Biggins, Henry, Illinois, 
Hanks, Wm., Minnesota, 
Hazlett, Jas., Lyons, 
Harold, C, St. Louis, 
Harrifon, Richard, Mitt. Point, 
Hubbard, Asael,* 
Httlse, Stephen^* 
Harrison* Henry, unknown, 
ITeller* 

Hacker, John, drowned,* 
Kale, Wm., St. Louis, 
Lingo, Wm., St. Lonis, 
Tifinc, Wilcox, Or(»gon. 
Da^euport, liaily Rock Island, 
Higgioson, J. C, Dubuque, 
Baptiste, Merchant,* 
Pike, B. Galit^rnia, 



Little, Frances.* 

Lee, Bdward, Canada, 

Ling:o. Edward, St. Louis, 

Lingo, Thos., St. Louis, 

Lindsay, Tbos. came 1886, 1889,* 

Lindsay, Asa, came 1835, IR.39* 

McGregor, A. W., 1836, 186^,* 

McLean, 0. G., IB&O,* 

Moreheadt Joseph, Insana Hospital, O., 

McLean, Reuben, St. Loi^s, 

McCoy, J.,* 

Mountain, Sam'l., St. Louis, 
Mitchell,(G. C. R.'s father,)Va., 1840,* 
Noel Joseph, 1889,* 
Kichols,* 

Parker Jonathan, Jr.,* 
Powers, Moses, California, 

Pope, Jno., M:\quoketa, 
Powers, H., Lowiston, N. Y., 
Palmer, David,* 
Parkhur8t,X W.,>; 
Ricker, Rnfns, Sr.,* 
Sullivan, J, H,, Ohio, 
Shepherd, B. H.,New York, 
Sebort, Andrew, 1858,* 
Sturdevant, Haxvey, 1848,* 
Shays, John,* 

Stubbs, Jas., Captain, 1848,* 

Savoy,* 

Topen, Joaepb, 1856,* 
TannerhilU California^ 

Turner, Jas., unknown. 
Van Allen, 1838, 
VanDyke, Amos,* 
Watts, Wm. B., unknown, 
Wilsoa, Frasler, Rock Island, 
Wilcox, William, Dr., 1842,* 
Wilcox, Fred., California, 
Wilcox, Wm., Jr., Ulinois, 
Wliitc, Wm., Alton, Hlinois, 
White, James, Alton, Ulinois. 
Butler, G. H., 
Allen, 

Bronson, Titus,* 
Benaum, Wm., Illinois, 



PAST AKD PRESENT. 



207 



Gavitti Bev. Wm., Ohio, 
Sbolea, Stanton,* 
Wilson, James,^ 
Warren, Geo.,* 
Wilson, John, Kansas, 



Colton, L. S.,* 
Gordon, Maj. Wm.,* 

Emmrrson, Dr., 1844,* 
Bumberg, L.,* 

Bamberg, Alex., Hampton, lUioois, 



8ETTLBBS OV 1887. 



Samuel Lyter, 

Harvey Leonard, 

Gen. G. B, Sargent, 

John L. Coffin, 

WiUard Barrows, 

John M. Lyter, 

E. S. Morey, 

Gapt. John Coleman, 

Levi Williams, 

Nathaniel Sqnires, 

John Forrest, 

John F. Dillon, 

Kev. J. A. Felamorgues, 

ReT. Bnoch Mead, 

Rodolphus Benne^ 

Frank li» tinot, 

J. M.^. Burrows, 

Mm. Wallace, 

Louis A. ICacklot, 

David 



Elisha G. Burrows, 
H. H, Peas, 
Capt. Isaac Hawlej, 
Ccnrgo ITavrloy, 
Daaiei Haw ley, 
Christopher )iowe, 
Louis Giberson, 
John Willis, 
Elihu Alvord, 
C, C. AlTord, 
Samuel Alford, 
Georj^e Alvord, 
Hobert liuniphrey, 
John Haywood, 
JameH Robinson, 
James Mead, 
James M. Leonard, 
J. S. Brown, 
0. r. MeyerSj 
Miller, 



Geo. 



John Porter, 
Daniel 3. Porter, 
PhiUip Baker, 
Vincent Carter, 
Caleb Dnnu, 
Bdrin Dunn, 
AJyett Dunn, 
Charles Averell, 
Edward Averell, 
Jeremiah Hewett, 
Porter McKinstry, 
Noble McKinstry, 
Andrew Uuieman, 
James Coleman, 
Georjie McCosh, 
Anson Uowc, 
Mrs. Fiucb, 
Mary Trncksy 
Mr. Ackerman,. 
Ihorn, 
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Coleman, Foster, Illinois. 
Coleman, Jas., Sr., 1852,* 
Ouleman, Robinson, Illinois, 
Dwig^ng, Robert,: let, Cedar oounty, 
Dwiggins, Robert, 2d, Cerlar county, 
Dwiggins,J.,died '56, boiler explosion,* 
Dwiggins, Andrew, Cedar county, 
Dillon, Timothy,* 
Dillon, Thomas,* 
Dunn, John H.,^ 
Donaldson^ A. C, California, 
DaTis, Garret, Camden, Dl., 
Dwiggins, Oalahan, Cedar county, 
Dwiggings, James, Cedar county, 
Dillon, IKmothy, Jr., drowned 1841,* 
Eldridge, William, died in California, 
Eldridge, Wm. P., died in Texas, 
Easley, Milington, Wisconsin, 
Easley, Franklin, Wisconsin, 
Easley, William, California, 
Foy, John,* 

Franks, Y. B., 1835, Ya., Port Byron, 



Matteor, Georfro, California, 
McGranaben, John, Kansas, 
McGrauabao, Augustus, died in Cal., 
NorriSt Aaron B., Council Blnflfe, 
Neff, Robert, St. Louis, 
Perrin, Frank, New Orleane, 
Pigman, Muscatine county, 
Pieman, Jeff., Musoatine comity, 
QuiDD, John, Ohio, 

Bttssell, A. F., Danville, Pennsylvania, 
Robinson, John, killed,* 
Ringlesby, Lewis, 1855,* 

TvitifTwalt, Samuel, Downington, Pa., 
iiovve, S. Dr., Lawrence, Mich., 
Rowe, Nelson, Iowa City, 

Ringlesby, John, 1855,* 
Ringlesby. H.,died in California- 1868-, 
Rowe, William,* 
Rowe, B. P.,* 

Sheller, John S., Burlington, 
Shoemaker, William E., Fort BUey» 
Shepherd, S. H*, N. T., 




Fiulev, A. W., 1846*, 
Galagber, Jobn^ Cedar countj, 
Gano, Aaron C.,* 
Howoll. H. S., Wisconf^in. 
llajwood, Thomas,*185o,* 
Hawley, E,, Philadelphia, 
Mills, I. K., Fort Riley, 
Davis, Edward, Pa., 
Daids, Dan., Tipton, 
Hallock, J. C, Mt Pleasant, 
Brown, S. S., Nev York, 
Colt, Geo.»imknowu, 
Ennis, John, Philadelpliia, 
Ennis, Mr., Philadelphia, 
Sutherland, John, St. Loais, 
Chamberlain, Wm.,* 
Finch, A.,* 
Wade, Hiimpton,* 
Kellj, Thomas, Mexico, 
Lathrop, L., drowned. 



Sibly, David, died in Wisconsin, 
Sherman, Samuel, drowned,* 

gmith, Capt. M.,* 
TruK, Abraoi, ISoS * 
Trux, JoliD, 

Whiting, Seth L , Elraira, New York, 
Hallock, Wm., Mt. Pleasant, 
Briggs, Ansel, Ualiioriua, 
Reilly, R.. Pa., 
Fipps,*Cha8., Dubuque, 
Whiting, Stephen. f\i!iforma. 
Knap, £ph., Miaue>oTa, 
Pierce, Wm., Dnbuque, 
Wilson, Dr., Wisconsin, 
Hedges. Samuel,* 
Hedges, Wiieeier, Cincinnati, 
Smith, lAonel,* 
Hedges, Isaac,* 
Smith, John,* 
Thorn, Henry,* 
Warren, WUber,* 



Andrew Logan, 
AngustuB C. Logan, 
O. C. Logan, 
Col. Joim L). Evang, 
Cheeney Muoger, 
Jamee HcQiiire, 
Joseph C. Quinn, 
James Quinn, 
Wm. D. Quinn, 
Alexander Brownlee, 
James Brownlee, 
Wiuchesler Sherman, 
John W. Wiley, 
Sylvester Wiley, 
Joseph Monnts, 
Kobert Christie, 
John Rabey, 

Aug. Pope, 



SBTTLBEB 09 1838. 

John Carver, 
John Shook, 
Obed Donaldson, 
Sam'l. Wrscowber, 
BenJ. Mathews, 
James Baker, 
William Baker, 
James Grant, 
Levi Moore, 
Marion Moore, 
Kltas Moore, 
Samuel Freeman, 
Lemuel White, 
John White, 
Nathan Blftckman, 
John K. J ai^es, 
Pat. MoGnire, 

Abel Pope, 



Qeorge W. Fenno, 
Charles Fenno, 
William Fenoo, 
Anios Fenno, 
Adam Donaldson, 
Joseph Elder, 
Dennis "R. Fuller, 
Zenas Blackman, 
John Willis, 
Ool. Charles Weston, 
George C. Harill, 
Trad Noble, 
James T. Garter, 
Ebenezer Carver, 
Levi Williams, 
J, W. Williams, 
John Pope, 



Barclay, Samuel, 'Jr., St. Paul, 
BarclaTf Sam'l., Sr., 1889,* 

Berryman, J. M., Ohio, 
Bishop, Stephen, Canada, 
Burgess, Kj^ansas, 
Bumell, Abram, 1840,^ 

Cooper. Henry, Dvibnqup, 
Cooper, Austin, Dubuque, 



Hutt, Hiram, Moline, 

LeClaire, Alexis, 1840,* 
Leech, Capt.,'* 
Moore, Ellas,* 
Mitchell, Jas., runaway, 

Moss, L., 1842,* 
Mounts, M , 1858,* 
Mars, Samuel, Illinoi^^, 
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Daily, George, Canton, Iowa, 
Gill, Elias, Alton, 
Gill, George, died 18^9, 
Hinckle, Charles^ Oalenaf 
Figginsou, Satm.el P., Pekin, 
Hill, Ii'ftd, Michigan, 
Hoge, David, 1817,* 
Hutt, Abram, DeAVitt, 
Parklmrst, Sterling,* 
Petcia, A. h.j IBUj* 
Parr, Muscatine, 
Qainn, Joseph C, Ohio, 
Conlcy, T. J. 
Dubois, John, New Yoik, 
Scott, Jonah, 
Wliite, S. H. Molinc, 
Bardwell. 0 , Galena, 
Hale, Asa, GAiena, 
LaPage, Louis, Illinois, 
Clark, Wm., naknown, 
Meredith, 8.,^ 



Noble, KeTile, Minnesota, 
NoMo, George, Minnesota, 

jS'oble,* 

Nichols, William,* 
Nichols, F. 8., A islralia, 
Parker, J. M., Florence, 
Peters, W. H., iiliinfick, New York, 
Piersol, John, Gamanche, 
Parkhur>t, E.,"- 
Robertson, John, IIHnoia, 
Sullivan, Lncien, New York, 
Wright, Bcnjatnin, Sr.,* 
Warreu, Alphorise, Minnesota, 
Swiirtout, N. lUiuois, 
Erarger, S.,* 

McCoy, James B., Mt. Morris, 111., 

Courrae.v, E., Dubuque, 
Pattei:. Jackson, California, 
Patten, Tiiomas, California, 
Walling, Geo.,* 
Walling, Wm.,* 



SBTTLSBS OF 1839. 



John Owens, 
John Eldridge, 
James Rumbold, 
B. F. Coates, 
l>eoj. Coatea, Jr., 
William Coates, 
N. M. Rambo, 
Jam('? Tlioriiifjton, 
John Thoringtouy 
John Morton, 
L. J. Center, 
Jfimp? McCosli, 
Samuel Parker, 
J. M. Witherwax, 
R. S. Craig, 
Silas Glaspell, 
Isaac S. Glaspell,^ 
Barton Glaspell, 
C;il)ri(l Mc Arthur, 
Ivotit. Grisweli, 
Moses Parmalee, 
Henry Parmalee, 
Walter Parmalee, 



Jolui Ilixon ami sons, 
Lewis iiurrowss, 
David Darrows, 
Chii>ti;ni Tober, 
Leonard Cooper, 

H. S. Finley, 
Horace Bradley, 
James l.lndsey, 

I. T, Lindscy, 
A. A. Lindsey, 
A. H. Owens, 
Wm. S. Collins, 
George E, W. Hoge, 
Israel Hall, 



George F. ITall, 
William Inslt;e, 
Roderick Center, 
Joshua ^Taw, 
Wm. Newbj, 
Bobt. Newby, 
Nathan Newby, 
E. A. Evan?, 
John Trucks, 
Abram Trucks. 
William Lovel, 
Michael Cooper, 
Raphael Cooper, 
Michael Grace, 



John Carroll, and mother, James Hale, 



Wm. Carroll, 
D. B. Shaw, 
John Leamen, 
J. H. Morton, 
Ooonrad Beed, 
Edwin Parmalee, 
Wm. Parmalee, 
Jamps Parmalee, 



Charles Lcsslie, 



Laurel ^umners, 



Osmar S. McKown, 
Alibone Morton, 
Wm. Todd, 
Volney Wiirren, 
£dward iim-nell, 
John Friday, 
Montgomery Thompson, 
Charles Metteer, 



DEAD AUD VON'BBSIDBKT. 



Arbell, Frederick, 1842,* 
Brown, Judson, Port Byron, 

2T 



Little, Jas., New Orleans, 
McLot, John N., I860,* 
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Brown, William, 1846,* 
Back, BenjamiD, drowned,^ 
Coleman, Charles, 1843 * 
Downer, Erasttts, Illinois, 
Eider, C, drowned 1846,« 
Fisher, Samuel, Philadelphia, 
Fipbcr, John, San Francisco, 
rij^licr. Jnine", MiniapoHs, 
Fitzpalrick, E., Dubuc^ue, 
Foster, Asa,* 

Glaspe!, Jag., Sr., died 1847, 

Glaspel, ilnos,* 

Qlaspel, Jas., Jr.,* 

Gates, drowiu'l.^ 

Wetmore, Wra., Ky., 

Boge, Thomas S., ii&w York, 

Holbrook, Rev, J. C. Dnbuquf, 

Belkin, Hen^,^ 

Churchill, Chia., lUiuois^ 

Bojingloo, Dr., 

Coody, Dr., 

Tnttlc, Cnlvtn, Wisconsin, 
Squires, John, JH. Y., 



Munger,W., Chicago, 
J^ye, died 1840,* 
Owens, John, Jr., Illinois, 

Owens. Jas.. Illinois.* 
Perrin, Aaron, California, 
Perrin, John, California, 
renin, Isaac, California, 
Perrin, Tbpodore, 1845,^ 
Riddle, H. B., died 1856,* 
Sherman, Abel, Alabama, 
.Sherman, Lnkc, Kew Yorfcj 
Sherman, Samuel,^ 
Smith, M. Capt., drowned, 
Sloper, Siiniuel,* 
Sno.r, Jarcd,"^ 
Thoriogton, Jno., Sr.,* 
Shays, John, Ohio, 
Squires, Isaac, St. Loais, 
Moran. Wm., 
West, Narcisse Yarten, 
Kingsly, Joseph, Pa., 
Ti\Tlnr, Reese, Maquoketa, 
Taylor, Peter, Kansas, 



SSTTLISES OF 1340. 



E. M. Prtttyman, 
Alfred Sanders, 
Darid McEown, 
Gilbert McKown, 
Stephen Schoolfield, 
S. Buraell, 
Dr. Hiram Brown, 
Dr. Cyrus G. Blood, 
David Bnckwalter, 
Henry Buohneau, 

M. G. McLoskey. 



Wm. Briggs, 
L. Walling and brother, 

G. Tnplpy, 
Andrew Doyle, 
Andrew J. Lawes, . 
Thomas Kerns, 
W. W. McCammon, 
Alex. Wells, 
Joseph Gaymon, 
Vital Bncheau' 



David Hawley, 



Bartholemew Wells, 
Peter Trainer, 
Michael McNemara, 
Gibbon, 
Wm. H. Qayle, 
Johnson, 
Sam'l. Stevens, 
Tiiomas Wood, Sen., 
A. A. McLoskey, 
John Letting, 



Armitage, J., Canada, 
Bnckwalter, Joseph, 1854,* 
Buckwalter, Daniel, 1847,* 
Baker, Morris,* 
Bronsoii,* 

Bardwell, Doct, Linn county, Pa., 

Brophy,* 

Clark, Doct., California, 
Cark, Dennas, Wisconsin, 
Chin, Bichard, St. Lonis, 



Gafney, Barney, 1840,* 
Grover, Erastus, Massachusetts, 

Guvcr, Samuels, Ohio, 
Howard, M., 1843 * 
Hogan, Patrick, 185G,* 
Kelly, Thomas, Louisiana* 
McClosky, Robert J., 1848, 
Moyer, Albert, Pennsylvania, 
McGranahan, Geo., Kansas, 
Nichols, John, St. Lonis, 



*I>eeea8ed. 
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Coleman, FiDley, Illinois, Leonard, Saml., LeOIaire, 

Wood, Thomas, Jr., 111., Grover, N. B., 

Cnswell, Robert, LeClaire, Taplej, G. Linn, Mass., 

Nichols, Wm., 1852* 

Appropriate and pertinent to the Biographies, are the proceedings of th© 
PioKEER SETTTiRKS AssociAnoN OP ScoTT Cor.\TT, and their First Annual 
Festival, held ou Monduj eveaing of February 22d, at the Burtis House, in 
the city of Davenport. 

At a meeting of old settlers of Scott county, who became residents prior to 
December 31, 1840, held in LeCIaire Hall, Davenport, pursuant to a notice in 
the daily papers, on the evening of Saturday, January 23, 1858, some sixty 
persons were assembled. The meeting was called to order by Danoan C. 
Bldridge, Esq., whereupon Ebenezer Cook, Esq., was Reeled Chairman, and 
John Coffin, Secretary, of the meeting. 

The Chairman, on taking his seat, expressed, with a few bappy remarks, the 
pleasure whicb it gave him to meet so many of his old friends on this occasion, 
and alluded to the warm interest he had always felt in those who bad stood 

side by side with him in the hardships and struggles incident to the early set- 
tlement of this county. He said, " that if there was anything? of good about 
htm, if he had ever been of any service to this community, and in fact for all 
he was at this day, he felt himself indebted to tlie early settlers of this county, 
■who had always stood by iiiui ■ that he had always beeu willing to divide the 
last crust of bread with any one of them that needed, and he prayed to God, 
that as long as he lived, he might be disposed to divide with them the last 
shirt on his back, if any one of them required it." 

On motion of James Mcintosh, Esq., a Committee of five was appointed by 
the Chair to draft a Preamble and Resolutions for organizing the Association. 

The Chair appointed James Mcintosh, Willard Barrows, John P. Dilloui D. 
C. Eldridge, and Edward Ricker, Esquires, said Committee. 

While the Committee was absent, the meeting was entertained by Wm. 
McCammon, Esq., and by the Hon. John P. Cook. 

The Committee then presented the following Preamble and Resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Whsbbas, it was our destiny, as American citizens, excited by a spirit of 
laudable enterprise, to be the pioneers in the settlement of this fair and fertile 
section of our State : and. T^rhereas. it seem? desirable that wc should perpet" 
uate the memory of that s(.'ttlement, and from lime to time recall the history 
of the past, so rich in inciucnt of e^reat and varied interest, therefore, be it — • 

Rcsolvcdy That all those who became residents of the Territory, now known 
as Scott county, in Iowa, prior to December 31, 1840, form themselves into a 
society, the object of which shall be to extend the right hand of fellowship to 
all those who have lived through the honorable conflict of the past to share 
and eiyoy the prosperity of the present, and to interchange congratulations, 
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that their farly ^trut^ijles nnd hardships have resulted in a growth and devel- 

opmeiit alraoat ^itljout n parallel. 
Ee&olvedf That this Associatioe be known the name of ■ - 
Eetolvedy That its officers shall consist of a President, ten Yice FresidentSt 

a Secretary and Treasurer; and an Executire Committee of five members, said 

committee to be appointed by the President. 
Mesolvedj That a committee of three members be appointed by the Chiur, to 

draft a Constitution and By-Laws to be submitted for adopUoQ at the next 

meeting. 

Eetolved, That a committee of fire members be appointed to make arrange- 
ments for a festival to ho held in this city, on the 22d day of Fcbrnarv, 1 ?5S. 

Bpf'ohfid, That tickets of invitation be sent to all *' Pioneer Settlers" who 
have --inco bccoiije nDn-rCfitlents of this county. 

Considerable discussion on the subject of a name, and the word " Pioneer," 
having to the mids of many present a sacredness in this connection, it was 
moved by the Hon. Jno. P. Cook, and voted, that the blank be filled, so that 
the resolution as framed, stands thus : 

JUiolvedj That this Association be known by the name of " The Pioneer 
Settlers' Association of Scott county.*' 

The chair appointed Judge Weston, Jno. F. Dillon, and C. C. Mvor l^ 
Kaquires, committee on Constitution and By-Laws ; and appointed Willard 
Bairows A. H. Owens, James >fcIntosh, Geo. L. Davenport, and B.C. Eldridge, 

Esquires, m conunittee on tl;e festival. 

The Association then proceeded to elect its first oiticers, whicil resulted in 
the choice of the ioilowing named gentlemen : 

AltTOINE LeCLAIRE, Ptmdent. 

Ebenezer Cook, Ksq., 

Puncan C. ElijriJj^a^ Esq., 

"Wiliard Barrows, Esq., 

John Owens, Esq., 

Robert Christie, Esq., 

Jaboz A. Burchard, Esq., 

Adrian H. Davenport, Esq., 

Alexander Brownlee, Esq., 

LeBoy Dodge, Esq., 

Dr. E. S. Barrows, Correspcndinff Secretary, 
Jobn L. CoIHd, Recording Secretary, 
Geo. B. Sargent, Esq., Treasurer, 

John L. Coffin, Secretary, 

Tickets having been issued, including Old Settlers, Press, Clergy, and 
Author and Publishers of " Davenport Past and Present," there was on Mon- 
day night of the 22nd of February, a crowded assemblage in the magnificent 
Halls and Parlors of the " Burtls House." A happier crowd, and one whose 
sympathies and affections were so freely and harmoniously developed, never, 
perhaps, assembled in such numbers, formality, caste, old feuds, dislikes, 
and all unkindnesses, were merged, and disappeared in the joyous friendliness 
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that filled each heart — Hps were wreatheil ia smiles, vrhito locks were haloed 
with tlie PTin'^bine of tlie occasion — hard, stern features, that for yonrs had 
scov/Icd uj)on life's ilifficulties, lo^t their rifridity, ami reflected on^v happiness. 
It was more, in all respects, like au assembliug of loviug brothers around the 
household hearth after lon^ years of separation — there was the same cordial 
warmth of greeting, the same affectionate enquiries, and the same happy yield- 
ing to the 'spirit of the occasion. 14 ot less, perhaps, than eight hundred were 
present— th^ oldest of whom was Mr. Elihu Alvobd, who had attained the ripe 
old age of eighty^three. 

The assembly was called to order by EsBVEZsa CooE, Esq., and the President, 
Antoinb LeClaiss, took his seat. After the Davenport Brass Band had dis- 
conrsod a fine piece of mnsic, a cane pre'^entation took place. The cane was 
of iKitive hickory, niouutcd "witli a costly goM head, upou which wag engraved 
— " rioiicer SettlcTh' Association of Scott county, or^^anized January, 1S;)S." 
On the lower part of the Lead was engraved the name of the first President^ 
Antoine LeGlaire, with space for the name of all sncceeding ones — as the cane 
is to be handed down from President to President nntil the last Old Settler has 
departed to another life. The presentation was made by John F. DilIiOH, ac- 
companied by a short speeoh in his felicitous and poetical style. He said— 

Mk. PBESibEMT : — am charged with the grateful duty of presenting yon 
with this insignia of your office. Yoa, who were the first to pioneer the way 
to this lovely spot, lovelier and richer than the land *' ilowing with milk and 
honey." You, who have used the wealth it has been your good fortune to 
acquire, in constant endeavors to promote the growth R!ui adv:incc the inter- 
ests of onr city and country — you, w!io are confessed lir^{. in the cf^^tt't-rn of 
all old pioneers, have been unanimously elected our first President, ilappy 
are we, that your life has been bounteously lengthened out to behold this night. 
Ilappy that we are able to bestow upon you this testimonial of our regard. 

What endeared recollections, and thronging visions this occasion must call 
up and inspire'! Who would not fondly " give the hope of years" to enjoy the 
satisfaction and delight that must to-night be yours I A thousand incidents 
strike the electric chain of memory, and in the light of its corrusoations the 
past comes back again, and glows vividly before you ! How pleasant, at 
times, to retouch memories that are being mo8S*grown, to retint the fast fading 
pictures of life ! 

The clumjres you have seen, how astoni.-hing; ! Tlie like whereof will be 
sought for in vain, iu the realities of history, and in the dreams of poetry. 

Since the world began, it has never in any age oi country exhibited a 
growth so solid, and a development so amazing as that which you yourself 
have witnessed. So rapid and thorough is the progress of improvement, that 
the memorials of our early settlement are fast passing away. Scarcely a 
trace or vestige of the primitive log-cabin remains ; and the inquiry might be 
pertinently raised, not " have we a Bourbon," but have we a log-cabin 
among us ?" These have been succeeded by comfortable and elegant dwel- 



214 DAVENPOBT 



iiaga — but wliy specify cbauges when specificatiou were endless. All, all is 
ohanged, save the vnohfinging sky aboTe us, aad the changeless rirer that 
rolls by us j magnificent river I 

«<Xiino writes no 'wrinklos on thino azure brow, 

and without aroaching its geological accuracy let me add— 

SiM^ as crefttton's d»wn behuld than. rolUet now." 

Ho'.v ofton iu the qaict \vatches of the night, when I haye bcIielJ the frlory 
of the one, reflected in and increased by that of tbe other, has my bean melted 
■with gratitude, that aspiring; man could not reach the heavens to cover them 
with sigas) and placards, or mar the beauty of earth's glorious water courses. 
Especially have you observed, sir, with intense interest, the growth of onrfair 
and proud young city. 

This interest has not been the indifferent interest of a mere spectator, but 
with you it has partaken of a warmer nature; it has claimed kindred with a 
paternal solicitude, and without demur has had its claim allowed. 

Onr feeble infancy — our slow growth — our precarious situation— our 
gloomy prospects awakened for awhile the most tender concern and anxious 
forebodings. These dark days happily have passed war, -^e trast, to return 
never more; and Davenport to-df^y, Id size and beauty, .stand.-i peerless amoi^g 
rival.-j— the Queen City" of Iowa. 'Well may we rejoice to-night vrith yon, 
in the triumphs of a faith in our destiny, that has suffered all things, endured 
all things, hoped all things even unto the end. Bat these exultant feelings, 
and grateful reflections come to us mingled, and tinged, and softened, and 
subdued with those of a sadder nature. While we have been busy, time and 
death have not been idle. 

But I may not further indulge in reflections that crowd for utterance, save 
to say, that this cane, made from a stick of native growth, and skiUuUy 
fashioned by the hand of a member of our Association, is the distinctive, and 
we think fitting and appropriate badge of your ofHce. As such, it is intended 
to be preserved "U'ith jealou.s care, and to be transmitted euccessivcly from 
President to President, until our Society .shall be no more! 

On it will be found engraved your own iiauie — the name of our Association, 
and the date of its organization. 

It affords me unfeigned pleasure, sir, in behalf of the '^Pioneer Settlers* As- 
sociation of Scott county,*' to present this ensign of office and honor to you 
•^the first President, wondering, who, of those present, shall enjoy the envi- 
able, yet melancholy distinction of being the last. 

This effort was highly applauded, after which the President, through £. 
Cook, Esq., responded as follows : 

" ^lu. Dillon : — I receive this cane, the ensigma of ray office, as President 
of tbe *^ Pioneer Settlers* Association of Scott County,*' with great pleasure, 
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not alone bccausfi T shail liiko pride in its cxliibltioti, not alone because of its 
beautiful :ui<l >-kiiruI worknjaii^hip, not alone for tbe very flattering remarks 
attendftnt upon itn ])i-e,aftntation, either of which cuiisn s would justify the feel- 
ing, but ubieilj? btcuuse it is, and ia intended by tbe Association as u tangible 
memento of the past, and of the early historjr of the settlement of our country^ 
to be handed down, I trast, to future generations, to be preserved for all time ; 
to be exhibited to thousands upon thousands of our descendents jet unborn, 
as having been designed, made, and handled bj their forefathers, the first set- 
tlers of Scott county. 

With this cane, shall go down, I trust, the records of our Association, and if 

the members are faithful, and furnish, as required by the Constitution, the 
leading incidents of their lives, connected with their settlement and habitation 

in this county, to be placed upon the record?, how interestinti: to those who 
come after tt? will be thig c:ino, as a tanj^bl^? memorial of their forefathers, 
long since crumbled, into tlie dust from which they came, iind "whose history, 
to a greater or less estont, is written in the records before them. 

Methink;?, as I look into the far, far future, I see within the limits of our 
county, a noble Building, dedicated to some noble Public objects, and there, 
ia some suitable and proper place, are deposited liie records and testimonials 
of this Association. Within its walls is a living crowd, pressing forward, 
eager to see and persue the record, to see and touch the memorials handed 
down with it, and I hear them say, "These were sent down to us from our 
forefathers— here is written a history of the first settlement of this beautiful 
land, of the trials and hardships endured, and of tbe triumphs won by them. 
Let them be preserved forever.^' 

Ladies and gentlemen, members of this Association, let me charge upon you 
that you impress upon your children, and childrens' children, that they hold 
It as a sacred duty, when we shall all have passed away from earth, to pre- 
serve, intact, the records and raemorlals of our Association, and to transmit 
them unimpaired to future generations- 
Yon have been pleaf?rd, sir, to allude in very flattering terms to mo, per- 
sonally. If I hnve, in tlie course of a long life spent here, entitled myself to, 
and won the respect of niy fellow men, particularly the Old Settlers of the 
county, i am amply repaid for any and all exertions I may have been able to 
malie to aid in advancing the interests and prosperity of our beloved city and 
county. 

If I have acquired wealth, it is to the settlement of tbe country that Lam 
indebted for it, for of what value would have been the land ou which this city 
and tbe city of LeClaire is built, except from the fact that you, gentlemen, of 
this Association, settled upon and improved the lands of the county, and 
thereby enabled us to built up a city ? So that, gentlemen, we see that we are 
dcpfMidoui, to a greater or U?s extent, upon one another, nnd when we so act 
as to confer a benefit upon the community, we really are benefitting ourselves. 
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The Association luis been pleased to elect me their fi Pt Ptc-^uieut. I take 
this, the first opportunity afforded afforded me to return my sincere and heart- 
felt thanks for this expression of confidence and respect. The object and aim 
of this orgiEtnization is so eminently and apparently proper, that it Is needless 
for me here to advert to it, other than to say that I am r^oiced that the step 
has been taken, and that there is tbe interest manifested in the subject tliat is 
apparent here to-night, and I trnst that interest will be kept up and main- 
tained by every member so long as he shall live. 

This cane, made as you say, from a stick of native growth, is a fit and 
proper emblem of the office for which it is designed, for in the ordinary course 

of tilings it is to be presumed that your Presidents -will be men advanced in 
years, who will require its aid and support. It is, too, a fit and proper em- 
blem, as it will remind your future Presidents that their predeces>^ors who 
have leaned upou it for support, have p:;ssed down the vale vt' time into 
eternity, vvhiliicr tkcy must soon follow, and ourrender ii again to aid and sup- 
port some other aged man down the same path, until, at last, the last man of 
your Association shall grasp it, and in the performance of his sad duty, pro- 
Tide for it, and other memorials, a place of deposit, which we trust shall bo 
kept sacred forever." 

" After tbe ceremony of the Cane Presentation was concluded, the First 
Annual Address'* was delivered by Hon. John P. Cook. It is a splendid pro- 
duction, aud presents in its comblaations the finest blending of philosophyi 
humor, witj and pathos, that ever was delivered in Davenport. "We c:ive it 
entire, aitlioii^li it lacks tlie forcible expression, easy emphasis, and generally 
gi'jiceful oratory of the speaker: 

*' Mr. JPreHdmtf and Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Through the politeness of the committee appointed to arrange for this occa- 
sion, it has befallen to my lot to address your association, on this the first 
festival of the Pioneers of Bcott County. 

The interest in;\nifo?ted in this orrrunization, this k!rp:e a-:sembly, and the 
familiar m>d of'recoj.aiition passiii<x from one to anotlier, attest the perfect hap- 
piuess we all feel in this union, made genial by the hardships of the past, tbe 
joy of the present, and hopes for the future. 

In the West such a society is neither new nor uncommon. Tbe first set- 
tlers of Illinois, Wisconsin, and of many of the older counties in our own 
beautiful Iowa, have been drawn together by that fraternal regard which is 
always warm in the honest heart of au old pioneer." 

If, in the excitement of business, and the duties of life, we have hitherto 
neglected to come together, as tlie pioneers of Scott county, the greater reason 
now exists, tiiat we should nourish this infant association, and make it pro- 
motive of every good find noble sympathy of tho heart. 

Our organization is now complete, our names are euroiled, and with the ex- 
ception of absentees, and such as have not yet joined, although entitled to 
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membersbip, oar ranks are full, and under our coQstitntion there can be no 
accession to onr number, other than exceptions named. With a just appre* 
oiation of the memory of the dead, yon have procured the names of those who 
settled in this county prior to 1840, bat who now no longer live, so that yonr 
records will perpetuate (heir names, who have ''acted well their part," and 
now sleep beneath the cold clod? of the valley, as ours, who have survived to 
consummate this organization. In thus recordini;; the names of the dead, who 
were our companions in frontier life, we but open a record that will soon con- 
tain the uames of all who now stand recorded m living mcmien of this asso- 
ciation. 

One by one we shall pass away, and at each- returning festival some 
familiar face wilt be missed at the board, some chair will be vacant, and the 
record of the living wilt be shortened to lengthen the record of the dead, 
while the void in oar ranks can never, never be filled. 

As years roll on, those of us who may be living at the end of the first de- 
cade, will realize the fearful work of death among us. 

A little longer, yet a little longer, and a score of years shall have passed 
away, leaving but n few to cherish the memory of the departed, and to cling 
closely, ah ! how closely, to each other. 

Who 8ha11 presume to lift the veil, and name the pioneer who will then 
answer to the Secretary's roll call? 

A little longer, und still a little longer, and the yuuugest ainonj,' us will have 
reached his three score years and ten, and no one may know, until time un- 
folds the eternal decree, who of our number will be the last survivor of the 
pioneers of Hcoit county I 

While we may not penetrate the dim future, nor name those who shall bold 
the last meeting, keep the last festival— though, alas ! more solemn than festive 
it will be— «and perform the last rites, ere this association ceases to exist, yet 
we may imagine its closing scenes, and admonish one another to prove faith- 
ful and true till the last one shjill have passed from earth. 

You have procured a cane, and have had inscribed thereon, " Pioneer Set- 
tlers' Association, or<:^.inized .January, 1858, Scott County, Iowa," and pre- 
sented it to your President, with instructious thut il bo handed down to hia 
last successor in office. That successor lives, and if not her© with us to-day 
in propria penona, he is with us in spirit, and in well wishes, and is destined 
to officiate at the last act of yonr association* 

For ft moment give free scope to the imagination, and go with me to a period 
thirty, fbrty, perhaps fifty years hence, and behold here a city of two hundred 
thoasand inhabitants, all eager to act their part in the business of life, run- 
ning hither and thither, jostling each other in the crowd, some seeking the 
profits of commerce, some collecting the news of the day, some chasing 
pleasure, some bent on mi,-:rhief, some bound for the station house of a bal- 
loon aitout to be wufled aerosH the coutinent with a full load of human beings, 

who expect to dine in New York on the same day» some about to seat them- 
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selves in the cars of an atmospheric r&ilwaj, advertised to go through to the 
seaboard in two hours, without chaoge of earSf and amid the confusion, splen- 
dor and enterprise, let us, on the 22d day of that February, enter the spacious 
building on Twenty-Fifth street, and see congregated the last of the Scott 
county pioneers. There sits the President, surrounded by the survivors, 
numbering five, perhaps more, faithful hearts, whose whitened locks, and 
trembling limb?, denote them children of a century, past and gone. 

Thej are looking back over the lost years, and with vivid recollections of ' ' 
the early history of our own conntry, are reconnting many of the Lardshipa [ i 
arjj iriciileuls of frontier life ; they recall the tirst festival of the association, j 
and ujeuiion the names, and drop tcurs to the memory of many assemhU d here 
to-day; they have before them the record of the ab-sociation, and it tells of 
your annual meetings and festivals — ^your official doings — the names of your 
officers — andit failhfally preserves the history of many incidents in the ex- 
istence of your association. 

Some venerable patriarch selected from that little band delivers the annual 
address, and he wants not matters of interest, appropriate to the occasion, to 
talk about, and with which to hold the attention of his hearers. 

With a faithful and vivid reeoliectioa of early times, and eariy associations, 
he pictures the past, and compares it with the realities about him, until 

" Fond floomorj InrlDgs tho U^t 
Of other days woDnd them.** 

Is that the last festival ? Another year rolls around, and that cane supports 
the aged frame of the President to the Festive Hall, where be meeta i 
friends young and old ; but one, a solitary one shall grasp bis hand, and ex- 
claim^ 

** We two alono remain, the rest are gone, all gone I" 

In the ordinary course of nature, it is reasonable to suppose, that the 
younger memberi of the association will be among the last survivors of our 
number, and upon them will fall the duty of closing our records, and pro- 
viding a depository for everything pertaining to the association, 

Toung man! that duty may be yours; act well your part through life, that 
we may have a worthy representative in closing an association so auspiciously 
commenced. 

Teach your children to venerate tho land they are to inhabit, and impress 
npon them the duty they owe to their native home, and their pioneer fore- 
fathers. 

Leave to them a rich leguoy the pleading duty of providicc: n tittinf* re- | 
coptacle for the reeorda and memorials of the a^suciiition, that they, and their 
children's thildreu, may ever find a faithful history of the early pioneers, and 
of the settlement of the country. 
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Admonish them, that when the spirit of the last one of us takes its iiiglit 
from earthly scenes — the sad and interesting duty will devolve upon them, to 
fallow the remains to their last resting place ; to perform the dosing scenes in 
our history, and to write the last chapter of onr record. 

To the minds of some, such an association may seem of small importance 
and doabtfnl existence ,* but I doubt whether a society could be organized in 
the West with stronger ties of friendship and sympathy than one will find 
among the ** Old Settlers." 

We have alt had our strifes, onr political, local, and social disagreements, 
and shall doubtless continue to have tbem'; but they are soon forgiven and 
forgotten, and wo turn to the bright side of the picture, and call to mind the 
early scenes in our settlement here, while the generous promptings of the 
heart bind us more closely together. 

There is no period In man's life at which he \b not more or less dependent 
upon big fello^r man, anrl tlie experience of every day admonishes us that we 

should culLlvate the clui.-^tian virtues and neiiiliborly kindness — and wlulc wv. 
sliould manifest these towards all who come in contact with us, they are 
doubly due to those who shared our early toils and privations, and ha?e ever 
been ready to lead a helping hand to the "Old Settlers.'* 

The history of the early settlement of Scott county is replete with interest- 
ing incidents, and to tbose of us who first " sc^uutted" and located our claiuis 
upon Uncle Sam's*' land, it is a satis&ction to look back to that period, and 
compare Scott county then with Scott county now. I7o one here to>day can 
claim a settlement anterior to that of our worthy President, and certainly no 
one has done more than he in aiding and encouraging the first settlers ; and I 
may be permitted thus publicly to record the humble acknowledgments of my 
father's family to him, who was the first to extend his hand, to offer hospi* 
tality, and to welcome us to onr prairie home. I was but a boy then, yet ho^ 
well do I remember the scene when T landed one bright .May morning In 1836, 
within four squares of the £pot where we are now aasembled. 

The frround upon which '* mine boat" of the Burtis House has erected this 
spHcious iiolel, vrns a corn field, and two cabins ludow Miiin street constituted 
the improvcment.s of the cnibryo ** Oify of Davenport sorae lialf a dozeii 
houses acroiv-? the river in tho tlion village of Stephenson marked the spot 
where now stands our twin Kialer city. 

The booming of tlie morninp: p;nn from Fort Arinstrong warned the red man 
that Uncle Sam's troops were in possAeasion of their island home, and assured 
the pioneer of protection and safety. The daily movements of noble steamers 
upon the bosom of our majesUc river told us that the way was opened to im> 
migration ; while the unclaimed acres invited the husbandman to one of the 
finest soils ever warmed by the sun of Heaven. 

Need we wonder that the old chieftain, Black Hawk, and his noble band, 
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refused to yield vp tbe country to their white brethren 7 Can we blame them 
for cliogiag to this lorely spot, and for lingering aronnd the graves of their 
dead? 

•<0*^ the iateof the Indian* 
The Great Spirit bne caat 

The R-ii'ii of tiie vhito man, 
His glory ia past. 

While we may not stay the arm of destioy, that is fast sweeping away the 
aborigines of this continent as a distinctive race^ we may question the policy 
tbat would exterminate them, and should throw the broad mantle of charity 

over their acts. 

While bonnteons nature had done fully hor share in making tLis country an 
inviting field for the innuiyirMnt, it required the crenins and enterprise of man 
to develop its resources, and j»l;int itn towns uiid vilhiges. 

Towns in those days were laid out witli referf uceto natural advantages pre- 
sented by the Misbissippi liiver and ila tributaries, and hence every spot of 
gronnd along the river above high water mark (and some below,) waa sur- 
veyed, platted, pictured, and named. 

I will not undertake the task of recalling the names even of all the early 
ctUes in Scott county, but I must not pass in silence the contest for supremacy 
between Davenport and Rockingham. The history of this struggle for the 
coanty seat of Scott is so fresh in my memory tbat I can almost hear one of 
the old guard" singing — 

*' Hexe we are, a happy, happy band, 
On the bank* of Rockinsham." 

Davenport claimed the seat of justice, because of her central looality, her high 
and dry site, her beautiful surroundings, and her many other natural advan- 
tages, which we all now concede and realise — ^while Rockingham expected to 
become the great centrepot of commerce in consequence of the rich trade that 
was destined (as she supposed,) to flow from the fertile valley of Rook River. 

No one, in those days, expected to live long enough to see the Iron horse 
flvin;]; over this western prairie, Tvith its freights of human life, rich mer- 
chandize froui the East, and the still more valuable products of the West. 

Our ideas about traveling and commerce had not advanced beyond a light 
draught steamer, and John Frink's mud wagon. The wisdom and foresight of 
the statesmen of Illinois were directed to producing slack water navigation in 
Rock River, aud a very decided amount of capital, energy, and enterprise, was 
devoted to building up Rockingham, in order that she might reap the benefit 
of the prosperous trade about to be opened with the Suckers in the rich val- 
ley of that river. 

I think I see the steamer G^seffy with the boys on board, ready to start out 
on an experimental trip ft-om the port of Rockingham, bound for Fox River, 
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with a cargo of sundries, consiBtinjif chiefly of 8coo-ti-op-o, com bread and 
common doim Scoo-ti-op-o, " chickin fixins and uncommon doins" Captain 
Gray mounte the hurricane decl<, riogg the hell, and gives the word to the 
natives on shore to ^'castoff the starn hawser." The old Oipaey moves ; that pon< 

derons pile of green oak lumber fastened to her stern slowly revolves, remind- 
in;^ one of the current wheels "ne tornetimes fee on the rapids of a river- 
Au ny «he goes, and the crowd on her decks pivo us ibree cheers at parting* 
W hile young Rockingham returns nine yells and a whoop, 

Sach an event as opening the navigation of Rock Elvers with a stern-wheeler, 
was one of too much importanoe in its local bearing npon the fntnre of corner 
lots, for Davenport to wish the Oiptey a safe trip, nnd the first impediment to 
the voyage, and the place where Davenport hopes centered, was at the rapids 
near Vandruf's Island. 

TVhile the "old Oipsej/" slottly ploughed her way through the waters of 
Bock Eiver, a delegation of Davenporters cut across by land to the Vandraf 
rapifl.'*, to witness the experiment. The old steamer pnj'hed on, and boldly 
approached the rushing "waters, and fearful boulders^ ahead, to the tune of 
Yankee Doodle, whistled by the wind instruments on board, with the varia- 
tions. The Davenporters lay in ambuf-li, watching the movements of tho 
Steamer, and wondering if such a craft could possibly ascend such a current. 
Ob,- unfortunate Miss Qi^sey ! why did you run your nose between those 
sunken boulders, and bring everything up standing? Why destroy the 
precious stores laid in for the trip, by smashing up glass and stone ware, thus 
rendering your passengers and crew forlorn and spiritleM t IVill yon give it np 
so? A yell from the " sepoys" in ambush decides the question. The order is 
given, and all hands boldly jump overboard, and neyer tire or faint until their 
craft has cleared the treacherous rocks, and is once more in smooth water. 

I think I see around me some of the mariner? who helped " work the ship" 
on tliat occasion, and who made the round trip, and returned wiser, if not 
lietter, fresh water covev.s. 

Who among; you, recollecting the incidents of those stirring times, will ever 
forget the first county-seat question? Certainly, not the prominent actors on 
either side, many of whom are with us to-day? The "border ruffians" of 
Missouri did not originate the idea of inrading an adjoining territory in order 
to help their friends at an important election ; nor can Mr. Calhoun claim to 
be the first man to record names whose owners were not at the ballot box* 
We had a *' border" and a Delaware crossing" long before K^insas was 
thought oft and, to use an expression of one of my pioneer friends, there was 
some *' tall doiogs" on our borders, and on our crossing. 

Tho Suckers farni?bed a goodly number for both parties, but the delegations 
I from " Hnfike l>ipgins" and Mopcow, frlie former bended by a two-fisted miner, 
and the latter by the *' old bogus codri,") increased the population of Scott 
county in one day to a number that astonished the unsophisiicaied, and 
threatened the depopulation of t^ome of our sister couuties. 
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Five days before the election, both parties were oertain of success, for each 
party supposed that it had outwitted the other in importing voters. The day 
of election arrived, and so did the imported parties, rc|joioiog in the glorious 
principles of "squatter sovereignty," and believing in the regulation of domes- 
tic institutions in their own war, sul ioct only to the party that could poll the 
most vote^^, and make the; rclurns show it. 

The result of this clecUoa indicated ti very respectable popuI:\{ion in tlie 
county in point of iiuiaber?, and proved that Davenport had colouized tlie 
most votes. The returns were made to the Governor, who refused to issue ii 
certificate, in consequence of alleged illegal voting, and the Legislature again 
provided for another election, and that the result should be recorded on the 
records of the Gommissioners of Dubuque county. 

The election came off, and Rockingham claimed the victory — ^while Daven- 
port declared that the whole thing was illegal and void. From the popnlar 
arena the contest was tran^^ferred before the Commissioners of Dubuque 
county, thence to the Courts, thence to the Legislature, and fiually back again 
to the ordeal of "popwlnr eovereic^nty." 

IminodLate prepnratiotjs were nii-.de for anoiher struggle, and now thri?e or 
four (lillVrent points were )»rought Indbre the people for the prize. Kockinfr- 
ham baw that she stood no chance in a triangular ii^^ut, with her old competi" 
tor, and at once determined to form an alliance with another rival candidate, 
located near the mouth of Duck Creek, po that the last contest was really 
between Davenport and the Duck Creek cornfield. 

The records of this county show that Davenport was triumphant, and the 
question was thus forever settled. The important incidents of this last election 
were not of sufTicient interest to me at the time, to impress my mind with 
more than one idea about them. I saw something " going up," and broke for 

old Oodar.*' 

Rockinghrtm no longer rivals Davenport, but in vindication of the truth of 
Hlstorv, in justice to tliose who once iiilianited the place, and in honor of two 
of the ''old Rockingham guard," who still cling to her fcoll, 1 may be permit- 
ted to say, that she was once a great place, and weU watered. 

During the time of the contest for the county seat, an event transpired 
which must not be omitted, in speakiug of the history of our settlement. A 
dispute arose between the State of Missouri, and the then Territory of Iowa 
as to the boundary line between them, and so determined were the authorities 
on both sides to exercise jurisdiction over the disputed territory, that it re- 
sulted, in what is known to the Old Settlers, as the " Missouri War." 

There "were warriors in those days; an'l I should do injustice to the patri- 
otism of that period, if i npp^lected to notice the military daring of tho volun- 
teer!^, who rt!«hed to the slandat'd (and rations) of the commander-in-chief, in 
obedience lo Iiisr" call. 

The (Sheriff of a border county in Iowa undertook to enforce the collection 
of taxes in the disputed Terntory. He was arrested by the authorities 
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of Missouri. TlieoN't'Cutivc of Iowa dcmandod bis release. It Tras refused ; 
and to resiiue this Sliciitt', Governor Lucaa ordered out the militia, uiid called 
for Tolunteers. " M7 Toico is now for war"— was the patriotio response of 
every true "Hawkeye/' The county seat question was forgotten in the more 
important dnty of driving the invaders from onr soil. Davenport and Rock- 
ingham men met, embraced, buckled on their armor^ and side by side shouted 
their war cry — death to the^PukM!** The officers in command held a 
council of war, and it vrm decided that Dayeuport should be the head quarters 
of the Scott County Army, in order that the Iroopg might be inspired by the 
sight ol" i>ld Fort Armstronct, and at the same time occopy a position so nenr 
the Fort, that a saia retreat would be at hand, iu case of an attack Ixooi the 
enemy. 

On the day appointed for the iirst drill, the whole couatry inarched to the 
standard of the gallant Colonel in command, and Davenport witnessed one 01' 
the most spirited military reviews that ever took place within her limits. The 
line was formed on the bank of the river, fronting toward the enemy's country, 
the right resting against a cotton wood tree, the left in close proximity to the 
Ferry House. There they stood, veterans of iron nerve and dauntless courage, 
presenting a sight that would have daunted the most desperate foe, and as- 
suring the women and children that they won!d defend their homes to the 
denth, nn;fiinst the "border rulHana" from the Des Moines Rivor. 

The weapons, canied by some of these volunteer {>atriotL', were not satisfac- 
tory to the commauding olHcers, and about oue-fonrth of the army were 
ordered out of the ranks, and their service*? dlspeased with, unless they '.vould 
procure others of a different character, and more in accordance with the Army 
regulations. The oliijectionable weapons consisted of a plough-colter, carried 
in a link of a large log-chain, which the valiant soldier had over bis shoulder. 
Another was a sheet iron sword about six feet in length, fastened to a rope 
strap. Another was an old-foshioned tin sausage stuffer. Another an old 
muslcet without a lock, and the balance of like character. 

The order was given for the owners of these mondeecript weapons to march 
out of the rants three steps. The order was obeyed. The ranks closed up, 
and the ofTc-ndinf^ soldiers were discharged with a reprimfind. 

I am not pvcpaved to say that the commanding otlioer vnxs justified, in thus 
summarily di^chai vunnj:^ so m;niy men, who were reiidy iind anxious to servo 
their Country ; and the result proved, that the auiouut of bravery uismisised 
was equal to that retained ; for no sooner were the discharged soldiers clear of 
the line of the regiment, than they formed a company of cavalry, a company of 
dragoons, and a company which they called the " Squad," and then, under the 
superior generalship of their leader, the knight of the six foot sword, they 
made a bold charge upon the regulars, broke their line, drove not a few of 
them into the river, some into, and some nrnnnd the Ferry House, some into 
the grocery, aod some out of town ; thus defeating and dispersing the regular 
army without the loss of a man on either side. 
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This conflict was disastrous in its results to the regular army, and before 
the forces could agaia be collected, peace was declared and the army dis- 
banded. 

This unlocked for cessation of hostilities was a serere blow to the military 
aspirations of the Hawkeyes/' and disappointed the just expectations of 
those who had hoped to distinguish themselves in the defence of our Terri- 
torial rights* The disappointment was not felt by the army of Scott count j 
alone. Numerous companies had been formed elsewhere, and had started for 
the seat of war, with supplies for the campaign. 

A company of about thirty left an adjoining countv, under the leadership of 
a chieftain, "who often nsed to sfij that he could 'Mvhip his weight in wild 
cnt?," and who has since repre-^entcd you in the X.'itional Cungrcss — has been 
Ul)un yoar Supreme Bench, and has also been Cliief Justice of California. 

He started out with thirty men, and six bajrgage -vfagons, well loaded with 
supplies for his little army, and, being determined to keep up the sjpirita of hia 
men, bo freighted five of his wagons with whisky. 

The querftioa of boundary was subsequently t^ubmitted to the Supreme 
Court oi the United States, and the disputed Territory given to Iowa. 

At the commencement of the year 1840, this county contained about twenty- 
five hundred inhabitants, of which number, about five hundred resided in 
Davenport. To-day your county boasts of a population of thirty thousand, 
and this city claims eighteen thousand of that number. 

In 1840, at the head of the Rock Island Rapids, on the spot where now 
stands the city of LeClture, with a population of twenty-five hundred, grew a 
dense forest. 

In 1?'40, the fertile, beautiful prairies of old Prott were Ijinc^ undisturbed 
by the husbaadman; to-day they are teeming with industrious, happy owners 
of the soil. 

In 1840, there was but one steam-engine in operatiou wilhiii the borders of 
your county, and that one was at Rockingham. To-day you may count them 
by hundreds along the bank of your river, ftrom Buffalo to Princeton, on our 
prairies, and in our groves. 

In 1840, every face you met was a familiar one, and the greeting a greeting 
of recognition. To-day the oldest inhabitant hardly knows his next door 
neighbor. 

In 1840, It took from three to fire days to go to Chicago, and thirteen to 
Xew York. To-day the lightning train pnts you in Chicago in eight hours 

and in New York in forty. 

In 1840, the young men of this As3ociatioa were happy children, sporting 
upon the village green, and making the wolkiu ring with morry laughter ar,d 
innocent joy. To-day they are men aspiring to a pobiuou m iilc, that shall 
give them honor among their fellow men. 

In 1840, the mothers and daughters of Scott county were happy io their 
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cabifi Louies, and could pass in aud out through the cabin doors. To-daj the 
mothers and daughters occupj no more space ia this open oonntry— than the 
dear good creatures are entitled to. 

In 1840, we were looking forward to a time when our then territory should 
become strong eoough to add another member to the Federal Union, and con- 
vince our Eastern friends of the trnth of Wetttoard the atar of empire take* its 
way" To-day our most sangaine expectations are far more than realized, and 
we regard with pride our noble State, its prospective future, and the induce- 
meats it holds out the thousands at the East, who still cling to that "Old 
F ^Ly " til roe inch soil, which, with patient culUvation, yields white beans, 
buckwheat cakes, and pumpkin pies. 

Mr, President — ^This day is the anniversary of the birth day of Gcorg*? 
Washington — our Wasbiogton — and we have chosen It as the day for our 
present aud future festivals. 

It is a day on which every trne American citizen does some act in honor, or 
gives some thought: to the memory of tlie father of his country. That nietiiorj 
is the sacred heritage of the people he established, and no {rencration of that 
people shall pass away ^yithot]t leaving some memento that he was indeed firs^ 
in the hearts of his country men. 

Some one has truthfully written, that *' the iirst word of American infancy 
sbonld be mother; the second father; the third Washington." Although it is 
well that we, as American cltizensif should, on this his anniverdary day, 
linger for a while at his tomb, and renew onr patriotism, yet, too, it is em- 
inently fitting, that, assembled as pioneers, with the sympathies and feelings 
of pioneers all aroused within us, we should go to that tomb to-day, and re- 
member that he, too, was a pioneer, and that in him burned strongly that bold^ 
adventurous, persevering spirit that makes the pioneer ; that he, too, endured 
pioneer hardships and privations, compared witii which, ours sink into insig- 
nificance. 

In his youth he was a pioneer surveyor iu the then wilJa of hLs native Stale, 
aud many of the boundaries then established by him may be found to-day. In 
his early manhood he was selected by the Governor of Virginia as a pioneer 
envoy through the wilderness to the French Commandant on the Ohio. He 
was a pioneer in leading a little army against the French and Indians, in de- 
fence of the Virginia frontier, and thus early in his military career did be be- 
come known among his savage foes as the "spirit-protected man, who would 
be a chief of nailous, for he could not die In battle." He was a pioneer in 
everything that tended to advance the prosperity and happiness of his native 
land. 

He wag the pioneer of freeiioni iu our legi?latire halls ; on the battle-field ; 
thr iugh the long dark diiys of that terrible struggle; through the period of 
doubt and coafudiou that succeeded; and his wisdom and patriotism, equal to 
ail emergencies, at last ted US into the haven of rest, of peace, of prosperil;y. 

29 
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His life is a part of his country's history; and as living be laid tlie corner 
stone of tliis rast oonfederation of StateSi that year by year is taxing greater 
among the nations of tlie earth, so, though dead, his maxims and example, if 
we adhere to the one, and imitate the other, shall prodnce a history more 
glorious than that of the past; shall noarish a greatness that time shall bat 
add to and confirm ; and the nnbom generations shall rise np, and revere him 
as God's chosen instrument of blessing to their land. Let his wisdom and his 
patriotism ever pervade and guard the land he loved — ^letbis spirit be with us 
to-d.'vy ; :in'i ns each turning' year brings round again our festival dny. let ns 
ever renieiubtT that it id also the day that marks the birth of G£ORO£ 
Washingtok. 

REGULAR TOASTS. 

After sapper. Judge Grant proceeded to read the Begalar Toasts as follows : 

1. Wa^htngton I—So nation can claim, no coantry can appropriate him to 
itself. His fome is the common property of patriots throaghont the civilized 
world. 

2. The Early Pionefnf of S^ott (7owrt,'r/— The hardships and privation?? of a 
frontier life juatly entitle them to tiie esteem of all tho=c who enjoy the 
triiits of their early struggles : their posterity shall hse up and call tbem 
blessed. 

It is a matter of regret that the former, and especially the latter of these 
was not responded to. No toast of the evening was worthy of more eloqaence 
than « The Early Pioneers of Scott County" — ^their hardships, energy, infla- 
ence, and all thdr character and surroundings were worthy of the best oratory 
of the evening. 

8. The PiBTieer Dead — ^Hay their names be preserved, their hardships re* 

membero'l. in I memories cherished, by their survivors, by their descend- 
ants, and by ail who enjoy the goodly heritage to which they led the way. 
Responded to by Hon. James Grant, who said — 

Mh. Chaitimax: — T cannot respond to the ^^eutiment jnst nttfred, without 
interrupting, for a motucnt, the current of your joyous thoughts, while i ask 
you to drop a tear to tlie memory of the dead. 

Of all this numerous assembly there are few, to whom death has not come 
nigh, since they first encountered the privations and loiU oi' a BettJemeut west 
of the great river. 

Some have lost a father or a mother, some a brother or a sister, some a 
husband or a wife, and many, many have seen their children wither and fade 
as if struck by the hand of an avenging God. 

It is no exaggeration, that, since we first came here, in a single season of 
great calamity, incident to the exposures of every new settlement, one-tenth 
of our then small population was '?wept away. 

Death, sir» is ever terrible ; whether he knocks at the palaoe or the cottage 
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gate, at the bridal chamber, or whea the mother, for the first time feels her 
first-born's breath — 

The tear, the groan, the pall, the bier, 
And all we know or dread or tsar 
Of agony are his. 

But he came upon our departed iVieads when they wero just entering a 
new world, upon the praino land, before the t^priug flowers of prosperity were 
opened to their view ; when the cabin was unthatched, and the physician, and 
the minister of God were far away. 

They died on the spot where they were taking the place of the red man, 
and preparing a new theatre for civilization, arts, morals, and liberty. 

Early they departed, bat not till their eyes were greeted by the dawning of 
the day, and they beheld, in the dim mist of the morning, the budding promise 
of the wilderness, and friends, and sons, and daughters, to enjoy the goodly 
land which they had but seen. 

Thon<^h too many of them the hand of ^nn^el woman ministered not in their 
last hour, yet the rou^ch hand of mimhuod, softened hy the sympathy of sor- 
row, was never wanted lu the day of tlicir calamity, and tlie pioneer, though 
not versed in the set phrases of culiiyatod society, was ever present, with 
gentle voice, and gentler deeds. 

" To speak the la?t, thn parting wortl, 
>Viiich, when uHoth«r sounda d«siyr> 
Is still like distant music heard, 
That tendfr farewell on the shore 
Of this rade world when all is o'er.*' 

We know not if the dea^ visit this earth, or take note of our actions, but if 
they do, their spirits arc hovering over us this night, and their hearts made 
glad, that God is smiling upon us, that we are permitted to live, and enjoy 
this pleasant hour ; \\vM we have reaped the reward Of those toils and suffer- 
ings under which tlu-y were doomed to fall. 

No storied urn or auirnated bust m irKs the spot where the pioneers sleep 
their last sleep. They are buried beneath the huge oak, whose shade thry 
never sec, or under the high head-land of the Mississippi, againsit which the 
whistling winds and warring tempests are silent to them. 

Their good deeds should be their mooument. The glory of their fair and 
virtuous actions is above all the escutcheons on the tombs of the great. 

Honor, then, to the memory of those brave men, and brave women, who lost 
their lives in fighting the battle of civilization on the frontier. 

Tbey encountered no human foes ; their 1 1 * acts are not stained with 
blood ; their conquests were made with the plough and the spade, and not with 
the cannon and the mn-^ket ; and though they fell in the beffinniucr of the con- 
flict, and in the heat of the day, they won the battle, and left os to ei\joy the 
victory. 



228 



DAVENPORT 



Every smiling field and green meadow ; every school, every college, every 
chnrcb, every village, this city, with all its wealth and pomp and pride, shall 
be their monuments, recalling their memory, heralding their trinmph, and 
honoring their virtues. 

*♦ How gleep the good, who sink to rest 
By all their country's wishes blest 

AVhen Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
Kctorns to der-k tlunr hallowed mould. 
►She there shall dress a sweeter sod, 
Than fairy's feet have ever trod. 
By fjiiry hnnd?, their knell is rung, 
By forma unseen tiieir dirge is sung. 
There honor comes a pilgrim grey 
To bless the turf that wraps their clay, 
And freedom j^hall awhile mpair 
To dweii a weeping hermit there." 

4. The Star of Empire — ^When in its western progress its rays of light fell 
upon the virgin soil of Iowa, a new destiny was conceived, which in its birth, 

like the '* Star in the East," has brought forth its wi^A mpn to worship. 

Tvespondcd to b}^ Tiev. 0. F. Magoun, -who, nfter a few introd net ory remarks, 
read lb 0 loll > winy: li"c Poem — the production oi* a young lady — Miss Mast 
E. Mead — an " old settler" by birthright: 

9 

Aa oft, at eTc, by firesides bri-^-lit ;inrt warm, They dropped the acoru on ilm ban'on glade, — 

Some Kailoi- gr>'ii]> ;iiv whii - tiirytoU At uoou We rest beneath the Oftk tree's shade. 

Of joiirnoys far, — <'t' i- 'lulict with ilw stotm. — 

1 If li.iii rf 1- t lay h.ix'j braved so lonft nml well,— "We meet agatn; the scattered band unite 

So rouud this ;u»p]e Ixwrdjre meet to-night, in social eonverse as in dam of yore ; 

And many a tale of Olden Time recite. NoI Not as when, within the niddy Hjfht 

Of onk bonghs blazinp at the ca!»in dfior, 

Once roamed the Indian all tbcw vales among. We satand talked the winter night awaj, 

Th' ii- M- -i.:-nn^TKt:itti.-d:V,rni l,l^^t^■:ll:)ly tri-iid, Till monihig streftkcd the Eastern hills with 
Till )i:itti'ui war-whiM)j> tlirougii thv lure^t rung, gray. 
The deadly arrow from its qniver uped ; 

But now we sit,-«t twilight's soft dwline,^ No more the Red Men round onrdw« lling«rowl, 

In peace beneath the shadow of the vine. No foes lies ambushed in each leafy bower. 

No more the wolf's swift spring or sudden howl 

If e'er to conqiicriog wan ior h;ts bo ii nwd Startles the sletper at the niidnipht hour ; 

The glory it an )ionorcd. world-wide namo ; Nor leaping flames before fh ■ laj id pale 

If e'er on III I tde Bou]> ha-i bdeu bestowed Speed like thu wav^ when wintry storms 
That l ut ty homage which is truest Ihnie; prevail. 
If e'er i n ) i is tory's page or Classic verse 

Our couii : s Fathers have been Jnstly praised; Prom lonely Arustrokc's now.dl8mantled fort 

Down the stOl stream no martial strains tm 
The deeds of those by whom our hearths were horuo. 

.'i^??^/ . . - In stately tov, ii-i \vlisM-.' Lust '■r. .wd.- IV- .I t, 

Who toft thete kindred to re turn no more. Hie cheerfni sounds ef labor greet the n/orn. 

And reared their altars on this wild-wood shore, i , m hapjiy hom<r8 the voice of mirth floatH by. 



All are not here: Where sinks the emerald 



And plashing waves and langhing wii^ reply. 



. Ofl. have! hear! t!if Cmcsrr.ror.nted o'er. 

In long, dull surges toward the glowing West, When everv c ii n win a dwr. 

Lies many a heart as noble and as brave Wh. n . wa,- . ,■ inHi upon a lantern'Bside, 

As e er was laid beuuatli the eod to rust. And doora by latch-sUiugs to the timbers tied; 
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Etuall \v;iH till' Hloro a lawless horde t<> t>Tiipt, 
Jb'roiB tUicYCii and roUbern hapyiljr exempt. 

HoMre*er that bo, of this there Is no doubt 

In those good times the latch-strings alt hang 

out. 

And neighboring fricn ] an.l ranger gne«t 

might simro 
The root' tree's ishelter and the simple fare} 
K'on now the cabiti ten hj twetve is seen 
Where on a time 'tis said there lodged fifteen I 

But mingk-d with these recollections gay 
There Wiikc!:H a sadder, gentler strain Ibi those 
Who like some cnstlo iriimbliug to dcctij 
Were doomed to ruin when the new aro6e» 

'Tis eve, the stars with s!lT*ry sheen 

liiso Kileiitly uud slow, 

The iiniiii' inoiiM ;>>ohs oxitbetween. 

The Wikves itijoftc lielow, 
And not the dipping uf an oar 
itreuke on the stitluees of the shore. 

Was it thp -whi^prr of fh? In'f^eZf 
SifihiiQg aiiRiug ti ' r:iii^.i-d grass? 

Was it the moanij ^; nttlie trees 
Wlien far nbove the eiorm clouds paw J 

Oil no, in .silence still and deep, 

The tiniest Howex i« luiied to sleep. 

But there are. mutvlt-. — 7 hear them now^ 

They Rwcll aloni; the plain; 
'Ti-s nvt the mmni' r of the riH, 

'Tm not the dash of rato/^ 
And can there be a foot ao light 
To stir the rustling leaves to night f. 

Thereisr-"^^"" " the slant hill'«lde, 

Where d : 1 1 U >. m > c. forests bow, 
Singly lh<.' iiu-i;y li.uuv' fi <:;ule^ 

Look yuu oiu see them uow I 
Patise 1 'tis a band of Indian braT«h~ 
Who come to seek their chieftains' graves. 

Disturb them not, as silently 
These vvpU known paths they trace, 

N<i* 1 nu.- ;iiuong us may there be 
Hemnant'9 of thatwiU race. 

Tlx y fade &H ladeathe morning ray 

Before the glowing eye of day. 

A little time they Ih.- r h r-', 

Uncared for and unknown, 
To shed a solitary tear, 

O'er comrades lost and gone. 
8lleut and sad they gather round 
touu; lonely, nndistingulahed monnd. 

Hark! nil tli - lemn woods along, 

A soft and saddened lay 
An if noma heart in plaiutlTe SOng, 

W^onld pour itsidf away. 
List! while the mournful cadence awella 
Clear as the tone of evening bolls. 

" Still r.>ll tin' rivi'f v.avep ns blue 
Afi wheu we lauuched the bark canofy 
Or when vre plied the dripping oar 



Beneath the shelter of the - lu re. 
Still singa the lark a weicon»e gueat, 
J^'oll folds the dove her wings to reat, 
Still the green arching forests eprend 
Their boughs as widely overhead, 
Bat 'neath their shadow now, alaii ! 
No more our bounding warriors pjws, 
Silent where once their footsteps fell, 
Land of our birth, farewell, farewell;!" 
Soft echo aii^vw ; ^ in ih.r 1 rendiling (ay ; 
'Neath heavy shadows glides the group away. 

OhI kindly PUij ! Ob! '^r.fr lie;'.i;-;ii-\Mt. (iay : 
At thy Kla<t dawu tlie iJaikn^so t^iket. ii^ liight. 
The sombre hues of twilight melt away, 
And sunrise bathe^^ the iiiastern hills with light, 
8o smiled the morn with beauty all aglow 
On this Ihir laud some twenty years agot 
¥nint the light blushes up the dewy skies, 
From cot and couch the cheerlVil dwellers rise, 
The cabin wiudow!< o}>e, wide fly the doors, 
Thr- frugal wif - !.i imt T' garnered stores, 
Hit; gleeful cLililn Uj their Bun-tro*neil 

hair, 

I'oriiiikc the house and t in open air, 
While soon, — the duties of tho morning done,— 
Bom9 stripling youth, with rvn&y dog and gnn, 
lioama througli the woods, if haply he may raing 
I^om its ikr height the wfld bird on the wing, 
Or *niid the rustling forest chance to hear 
The short, sharp panting of the startle. 1 il. r, 
And pr»>nd, thongh Weary, from the ch.i^e may 
lie;;r 

Back til liio cot the noon mid OA'ening fare." 
Oni' -.'.'jvsin p:isture.-i f'.ir Ih- truant cow, * 
Auoilier yokes th© c^tle to the plow, 
Or marched slow the well trained pair beside; 
(I'Jain w agon seuts were then no bar to pride— 
^V(;]I wuij theplace of coach and four tuppUedl) 
So glides the day until at eve they meet, 
Children and sire, oach in hte 'customed seat, 
While plenty huiok' - nr <^hf r» rerful hoard, 
And clear cold vine tae si ainling streams 

Wfll the ilrty t! vciiturcs do the hours beguile, 
The dullent face oft wears a gladsome smile. 
Now blue eyed " baby'- sings herself to rest« 
Safe cituUed In an ancient, lidless chest. 
Hark, from the ^^rtheet corner Charlie's" call 
for Pa" to make a rabbit on the wall. 
Then comes the time for little hunter Ben,** 
To day he surely found a lion's den. 
Jhit closed are AlH s. her drooping head 

Fitids the soft pil!< iu d! Lim little bed. 
Tlie hiiv.y.^ iia - I li Li ly iillall eoftly creep 
Away to cliildhuod's light, uneonscioms sleep,— 
And starlight, peeping throng the half-ck)sed 
door, 

Kisses the sleepers on the cabin floor. 



How fled the years in humble scenes like these. 
With much to Sftd(len,,niore, tar more to please. 

And who f;ha!! tdl. (h il ni thi^ lat< r day — 
Wlieuliii- hus ^vu\vIl iuor* cavLtsi and less 
gay — 

A richer pleasure through its«<urr«nt thrills 
Than in those cots among the breezy hills t 

Bimple their Juyn, their days in quiet spent- 
Hope for a watchword, for a shield content,— 
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Till stow at length beneath their forming Mows Only ibt calm clear Toice of Hopeabonldvhisper 

A garden from the wilderneas arofle. Iieere tO'nlght. 

Lo! As \vr ^'Wj' iilonRtho slender pif rs Glad faces are aroimd UB» aveet tonflS upon tho 

Which 1'«!ir ;tl ill the lengthcninK arch uf years, air, 

As ul' I 'ti'ire thiMirsi tai:i; ;ii'/nii[tg my And tlte glance of fond affection meets our 

Aud - laiK e K^joiciug U> this uuou-tiUe day, greeting eTerywber«. 
Qlad h"i>< s, bright Tialons o'er onr bosoms 

A ^*t!^^?.^i J ** * There are bl <m ^f! from the aged, kind wishes 

And the foil heart finds utterance in song. ^^ni the yuuug, 

And joy her roey radiance has o'er oar gathering 

Oh jioUe West! Oh mighty "West! flung. 

Oh ever bright and fi e«, — 

Tby prairies th« br«ez« caressed. We will hail the fleeting moments where the 

Koll wav^llkeMthesea. Past «nd Present stand, 

And through the long and tangled grass one with a in. , . k ^^jreaT wreath, one with 

The snnheam's golden fingers pass. ^ snow-w kiw wanU 

Thy Bt roams are liiie the streams of 'f ime^— ^jn bail the glorious Future With hei cup 

'rhi ir Ronrce we cannot sec, ^ ^^^^ untried, 

We only hear the water's chiaie y^^ ^.jji i.^n ti.^ ^hlte winged maiden Hope that 

Bl eak low and musically, blushes at her side. 
And hear the plashing wayes, like ram. 

Dash on the shore, then sink ag(dn< . i ^. rv- ^ >. ^.^ • , , t 

^ And tbench dehcioua Prcseotshalitriprejolclog 

hy 

If o rlJgrf m comes with weary feet lightly as the winged wind across a Southern 

O er many a desert mile, Sky, 

Hia prayer or promise to repeat 

Beneath some sa^ed pile, jj^j ^oars are quivering on the moisten^'d cheek, 

Nor counts the solitary hours ,v . l utc on life's rrcedinj; tru k « r ast, 

Beneath a city s mined towers. o^. y^jte in mute, our lip^ lefufio lo speak, 

Ourheartso'erflow with memories of tho pAst. 

But in this world so fresh and youne, 

,1** 80<We88 from the foam q„ j fbwuds or Oin I we meet again to night, 

, , roll erown and radumt sprung, our hopes and wishos as ot yore to blond. 

Lies that dear spot Opa Homb. i^i^^s will we keep the 1 ink'* of friendship bright. 

And round ita portals Lore and Tiruth Unis mU] w i n, vm. l f -theeud. 

Shall wind the wreaths of endless youth. ^,^1 j^^^j^^i jmn^ cordial greeting presaod, 

„ , . , ^, . . We'll breathe a blessing on the glorious Wbot. 

Hushed is the song, a sadder etroin were not for 

hours so bright, 

5. The History of SeoU C7otm/y~Wheii we open this book, we find inscribed 
on every page the gospel of both peace and plenty — proclaiming perennial 
blessings to all whose faitb is accompaiiled by worlcs. 
Responded to by Mr. J. A. Birchard, of Pleasant Valley, in a brief address, 

in T^'bich he f^poke as follows : 

Mr. I'uKi^inKNT : — The hi.-tnry of any new country mnst necessarilv l>eone of 
trials, hnr'ltliips, uinl piiv:ition8. The pioneers have to Ituve the landof tbeir 
birth, ihe homo of their childhood, the hcarihstone around frhich centered all 
their early Joy s and sorrows — the district school*boa8e where they received the 
radiments, if not the whole of their education — the village church where they 
assembled weekly to worship their Creator — the friends of their youth and early 
manhood. These must ail be left, and it is like tearing a young sapling from 
its mother earth. 

New associations must be formd, new homes must bo made, tiew sclmol- 
houses and churches built. But, compared with the trials and hardships of 

the first settlers in the States east of ns. if we except those of our neighbor 

across the river, ours are not worth talking about. 
There, many of them packed their goods and iittlo ones two or three hundred 
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milos on horpebaf'l< tbronn!;b fin nlraost trflckles? wildernesfl, and were four or 
five wi eks in making the journey. Thr^n their diflif-nlti'"^ with the ltnJi:ius — 
■when 1 tell you that I was born in the valiey ut the .Sasquebauiia, iu tlio 
county wliere the in!isi?acre of Wyoming occurred, you will believe nie, sir, 
when I tell you tliai many ol" tlio tales of suffering that I Lavo beard are too 
horrible to relate. Before thoy could raise an ear of corn thoj had a heavy 
forest to remove, that took twenty or thirty hard days work to the acre. Then 
they bad the rocks and stumps to contend with for years. I have serioas 
doubts whether a mercifal Creator, that always does all things well, ever in- 
tended the country for the habitation of civilized and chri8tiani2ed man. It is 
the natural home of the speckled trout, the wild deer, and the Indian. 

For us a bountiful Providence had provided an excellent highway to get 
here, and when here a prolific soil ready for the plow, and pasturage sufficient 
for the flocks and herds of Labon and Jacot>, and their eons, for a dozen gen- 
erations. 

It is true, that from ISoO to '14 wc thouglit we had some nilher hard times 
—when it took a bushel of wheat to buy a yard of calico, nnd a hundred pounds 
of pork to pay for as many of salt. Bat these were very dilfei ent hurd times 
from, what they have in the old country j there it is starvation times that they 
call hard. If we could not get the two dollars a day, we could get the roast 
beef, and upon tV.e whole, we had a pretty good time of it. 

I first crossed the Mississippi in a canoe, nearly where the bridge now 
stands. This was in July 1886. I presume there were not more than tbreo 
hundred iuhabitants then in tbe county. You, Mr. President, and your ferry-; 
man, Mr. Colton, were the only settlers in Davenport, and Mr. Eleazer Park- 
hurst, the only one at LeClaire. 

At that time there was not, to my knowledge, a single mile of Railroad 
between the Mississippi River and the Alleghany Mountains. 

The iron horse, except at the portage road in Penn8ylYania, bad never tasted 
the waters that flow through our noble river to the Gulf. Now the amount that 

he confnmeg daily wonld haye floiited the entire navy of the United States at 
the time of the rcvolutioo ; and the amount of produc-e that lie moves from 
this fertile valley towards a market in the same time would make a full 

I'reiplit tor it. 

The last time that I crossed the river was upon my return last fall from a 
visit to my friends in my native State, and X crossed at the same place, but 
bow differently. I crossed the great father of waters as It cannot be crossed 
at any other point from its source to its mouth — upon a noble structure, a 
proud monument to the enterprise and perseverance of the inhabitants of the 
twin cities. To the pioneers of Davenport belongs a very large share of the 
credit for this truly magnificent improvement. 

The train upon which 1 crossed was brought over by a locomotive, named 
after one of our prominent pioneers. We landed where, when I first crossed 



232 



DAVENPORT 



! 



the river, stood the lone cabin of our worthy President What do I find now ? 
A yottng city teeming with life, and containing a larger population and more 
wealth than was then contained in Galena, St. Louis, and Chicago. 

I think, sir, that we have proved our faith by our works, and if any man is 
skeptical upon the sentiment contained in the text, let him take a ride any 
pleasant day along tbe river, from BufiTalo to Princeton, from thence through 
the prairie to Blue Griiss, and he will become a coavcrt to the **Qospel both 
of peact! iind plf^nty." 

Wo liavo I'uriued the new associations, — th.it they have bet u pleasant Ones I i 
have the best evidence in the world around me this evening. j 

We have transplanted the young sapling, it has taken deep root in a con- | 
genial soil and became a sturdy tree. | 

We have made the new homes, raised the new altiurs, built the new school- 
houses and churches. To do this required men ; men of iron nerve, of strong 
arms miJ large hearts, and suc]i were the pioneers of Scott county. 

6. The City of Davenport — The Pet and the Pride of glorious "old Scott;*» 
crown jewel of the Upper Mississippi j the rose of Sharon and tbe lily of the 
vnlley. 

Respoiiilod 1o by Hon. Thorington, in whose off-hand remarks were 
mingled the huraor and ^{>ud sense wliich are characteristic of the iSpeaker. 
Unfortunately, it lias noL been possible to obtain u copy of liis remarks. 

7. The Race (hat occupied the land b^ore ws^Mea in physical ability, stoics in 
morals : They are our brothers. 

Eev. Mr. Powers responded to this, and spoke as follows : 

Ma. Pkesidekt: — It is fitting^ amid the stirring, local and national associ- 
ations of this hour, to remember that stern race whose fair heritage we pos- 
sess. Their hunting grounds have become our barvest^fields ; the sites of 
their wigwams are thriving settlements and industrious marts; household 
pounds and christian worship are heard where resounded their war cry; and 
on their trail the iron railway shoots toward the setting sun. 

Tiiough chih.lren nf the wilderne-s, rude, .sanguinary, and superstitious, still 
their savage Uuiuauity is redeemed by many heroic virtues. As magnanimous 
in ftiieadship as they were implacable in revenge; sagacious in council as 
dauntless in war — ever patient, intrepid, self-reliant, imperturbable in success 
or defeat, with their darkest traits are always blended lines of light, which 
reveal the nobler qualities of the man. 

Indian history, sir, is not barren of pathetic incident and brilliant example. 
Heroes and patriots live in its exciitn<r chronicles. And whether we contem- 
plate the noble constancy of King Philip, the magnaniraity of Massasoit, the 
tenderness of Pocahontas, the eloquent enthusiasm of Garangula and Red 
Jacket, the chivalrous hcroi?ni of Tei-ian.^ch, or the fervid patriotism of Ulack 
Kawk. we recctrni/.c types of character which claim our sympathy, and com- 
manU our adiaiialion. 

Though the Indian saw, in the trophies of advancing civilization, fruitful 
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Ian lis and peaceful nrts, the ornaments and amenities of life, still we can honor 
that sentiment wliich inspired liis devotion to the rude ♦Vctrtlom of his native 
"wiids, and provolied resistance to the aggressive pioneer ^vilh all the arts of 
subtle strategy and force, eren when the shadow of doom was dark upon him. 
Yes, we can honor him, for the land that we loved was the land of kitfathent 
and he felt that their voices epoke to him of doty and patriotism Arom their 
graves. 

Bat the memorj of this peculiar race shall not pass away, though they have 
left no monnmeats in brass and marble to plead for them from ruin and 

decay. Tt is perpetuated in the appellations of mighty waters and everlasting 
lands. Their legends whisper in every wind, in falling leaf, and feathery 

snow, and in all the cadences of the woods and shores. And while our har- 
vests ripen under auspicious f^nns v^-hile tlie blue rivers bear our comnierr f^ to 
the sea, while a grateful people enjoy the blessiaj,^^ of the Great Father ui us 
all, the story of their pastimes and tUoir prowess, shall be repeated in the 
homes of the happy and the free. 

8. Antoine LeC/aire — ^Pirst iu selilcmeot — first in efforts to make our city 
peerless among rivals — first in the esteem of his fellow citizens — first 
President of this society ; may his shadow never be leat.** 

Responded to by E. Cook, Esq., who regretted that the reply had not been 
committed to abler men — a regret wholly uncalled for, as he did not fell in 
doing the subject full justice. His laudations of Mr. LeClaire were recognized 
as correct and merited. 

9. Marquette and Joliet — The Pioneers of Pioneers. History, poetry, fiction, 
exhibit nowhere a heroism so lofty, a daring so noble, an ambition so pure, 
and faith so lovely, as may be fonnd in the oft-neglected but simple and 

touching story of the first white men who trod the soil of Iowa. 
Bespouded to by John F. Dillou, who said-— 

Mr. Cn\inMA\: — Xo sentiment has been offered to-nirrht, to which T could 
more heartily refpnnd, than to f/?-??. In ni}- judjrment it is orninently pertinent. 
I may po.s>i!)ly amplii'y, hut can scarcely hope to whl to the thoughts it COO - 
(asfcly embraces. Its language is not that of exaggeration. 

If 1 beard aright, Marquette and Joliet are styled " the Pioneers of Pioneers." 
Literally and strictly true. Beyond cavil, they were the first white men that 
set foot upon the soil of Iowa. Nor was the advent of the pale face so recent 
as we are apt to imagine. About fifty years only after the landing of the 
Pilgrims — ^nearly sixty years prior to the founding and settlement of Georgia 
by the enlightened and chlvalric Oglethorpe — almost ten years before William 
Penn made his famous treaty with the natives, distinguished as being almost 
the only treaty ever made with the ill-starred race, 

N«yer sworn to, and neTer Iwoken,'* 
did the illustrious Marquette and JoUet visit lovely Iowa, — the St^te we are 
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proud to call our own! In strictest Teriiy, then, tbsj are the Pioneer* of 
Pioneen» 

Sometbiiigy me thoaght I beard in the sentiment about their heroism and 
daring I and something about their unquestioning Faith and pure Ambition I 

How gladly, under other circumstanceSy would I talk upon this interesting, 
this suggestiTe theme 1 But it would be rastlj imprudent to risic an excursion 
to this Enohanted Ground, where one would infallibly be tempted to linger 
Ioniser than the proprieties of the occasion, and the advanced hour of the 
night would -rarrant. A fcvr words, then, nnrl a few only, imist suffice. We 
must be content to glance at, without entering upon, the delightful land. 

The whole West, the Mississippi Valley, fit the time of which I speak, was an 
unexplored wilderness. More than n ceulury had elnpscd since the diceovery 
of the Mississippi by the romantic De tioto, wbo, tnough he found not gold in 
its sands, most fittin<^ly found a grave beneath its waters, — yet nothing more 

than iis bare existence was known. 

No Eurojicaii knew where it ro^e or where it discharged its mighty floods. 
Marquette knew of it only from the reports of the natives m the "Great 
RiTer" lying sommherf in the distant West, and whose banks were reputed to 
be thronged with blood-thirsty savages, and whose waters were said to abound 
in destruotiTe monsters. 

He felt animated to attempt its disooTery ; and nobly dared to brave every 
danger, and endure every hardship incident to the perilous undertaking. 
TFAy did he seek it 7 Midi how f 

He sought it not as thousands in our own day have sought a distant land in 

our own Continent, and a still more distant island in a distant ocean,/or Goldt 
He sought it not for wordly fame, or worldly euds. Ue sought it as an hum- 
ble Missionary for the purpose of proclaiming the Compel, and erecting the 
standard of Christianity among the tribe s that he thought to find re.siiling upou 
its banks. I see in imagiualion, Marquette and Joliet, with but live attendants, 
and two guides, leave the last white settlement, and boldly pushing forward 
they knew not where, among hostile and unknown tribes. 

Their guides can aid them no further, aud the guides return. Submittiug 
to thegoidauce of Providence, with their light canoes upon their backs, they 
at length find the Wisconsio. Unlike the streams they had left behind, this 
flowed towards the setting sun. They patiently follow its ourreot for an en- 
tire week, when lot the long sought for River, as magnificent then as it is 
to-day, burst upon their enraptured vision. 

Day after day they sailed down its waters. They certuoly passed, may haps 
landed at the place where onr flourishing city now stands. 

Near the southern boundary of our State they saw foot prints on the sands of 
the river shore. They landed, — auticipatiug, Ijut not dreading, death at every 
step, and kept upon the trail until it led to an Indian Tillage upou the banks 
of the Des Moines. 



PAST AND PRESENT. 



285 



Their courage and heroism faltcrod not for a moment. They boldly nd- 
yancedi and Marquette proclaimed to the astouished natives God and the 
doctrines aad mysteries of the faith which he taught. 

The remarks of the eloqneut gentleman who responded to number seyeui 
remind me of the first words of these oatiTes on the banks of the Des Moines, 
on beholding Marquette and his companions : " We are me/t, said they. And 
Tiica they were. Tbey are our brothers. They yrere recognised as such by 
MarquPtte in his labors of love.*' 

Do the departed look down upon us? If so, with what astonishment must 
these early Voyajeurs hthold the miracalotif? growth and derelopment of the 
country they were the first to poiut out and visit. 

"We love to imagine, ag they trod these shores, in the majestic solitaries of 
nature, that they heard the tramp of the coming millions 1 and had visions of 
the Empires that hare since arisen so marrelously upon the banks of the Great 
Birer they were the first to explore. 

They founded no cities. They left no permanent monuments behind them ! 
Yet a generous posterity will not willingly let their names perish. So far as 
they, or their <* simple and touching story" is concerned, no Old Mortality" 
is needed by the '* Pioneer Settlers" assembled here to-night. So long as yon 
river flows, it will water their memories, and preserve them fresh and green ! 

10. The Pioneer Frees of Scott Ccmty, 

Mr. Andrew Logan was first called upon, and made some brief but pertinent 
remarks in regard to the reception and growth of the Press in Davenport. He 
was followed by Alfred Sanders, Esq., Senior Editor of the Gazettej who spoke 
as follows : 

Mb. Ghaibuav : — ^In responding to that seoUment, permit me to express my 
pleasure in meeting so many of my fellow citizens, those whose features and 
voices have so long been familiar to me. I love to look upon their smiling 

faces, many of vehieh, alas ! since they first were familiar to my sight, have 
become worn and furrowed by time, while their locks have grown thin and 
blanched by age. But we are all passing away — we that were boys and girls 
a few years since, are now the fathers and mothers of boys and girls, and the 
responsibility that devolved upon our parents now rests upon us. Another 
score of years and our children will be the actors in the drama of life, and we 
either be spectators or have retired altogether firom the stage of action. 

When the portals of manhood first opened to me, and the wide world lay 
spread out, inviting me to select a locality, I started upon a tour of over two 
thousand miles. I viewed many towns on my route, but the one that presented 
the strongest attractions, that offered the most inducements for me to return 
and make it my home, was the then insiprnificant hnt beautiful town of Daven- 
port, at that time a small vil^a.f^e of son\c live hundred inliabitants. 

In tlie same year of my life I c inie and declared luy intention of becoming a 
citizen, and the next year returned and brought with me my press, my partner 
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in basiness— I might almost add, my partner in life, as sbe immectiately fol- 
lowed — and planted my stakes for life. 

We landed here on the 11th day of August, 1841, on*oneof the smallest 
steamers that ever ascended the Mississippi Biver. In crossing the Lower 
Rapids we bad to pole over, the power of the engine not being snfficient to pro- 
pel the little steamer Against the current ! We were fonr days thence in reaching 
the towu of Davenpnrt. As wo landed here, the <rood people of the Tillage 
crowded dowu to the >vharf to see and aid in disembarkiti'!; tbo nvw pre-s, and 
so effectnally did they succeed in the latter particular, that they nmuaged 
before they got it ashore to bury it beneath the waves of the Father of Waters I 
Thus it was baptizedf and I trust it uever did discredit to the towu it repre- 
sented, the cause it advocated, nor — the ghostly fathers that administered the 
ordinance ! 

That we saw hard (met for many years in the publication of the Otautte, 
every old settler from personal experience knewt to be the fttct, but bung 
blessed with a spirit that never says die, we perseTered, and the paper now 
stands as one of the msiiiuiumi of the West. 

With pride I s^y it, Mr, Chairman, — as T presntne it to be the only instanec 
on record in the West — that although We bnd to purcliasp ;nl our jiaper and 
materials in the East, aiKl liave them brought out by ihe f-low and tedious 
course of the Oliio and Mis<i.-«tnpi rivers, and althonjirh we had our paper 
sunk, and burned, and delayed by every accident incident to so long a transpor- 
tation, and although my assistants were sick, and I alone bad to fill every 
department of the paper, from writing its editorials, and setting the type, to 
working at press, and rolling for papers, yet, during the sixteen and a half 
years I have controlled the Oazettey it never haa miued a einffle number. 

Of all those connected with the press in the State of Iowa, or in the entire 
region of country west of the Mississippi River, ^m its source to its outlet, at 
' the time T commenced the pubTication of the Davenport Gazette, not a single 
(WiC remains in that capacity — they are all gone, a few to other occupations, but 
the great majority of them to the bourne whence no traveler returns. I stand 
alone, and yet not alone — there are more editors this day in the city of Daven- 
port than there were then iu the entire State of Iowa, and throughout the 
Wost— who can number them ? 

I will but add, that if an acccuntahilUy attaches to us old setllercj, lor our 
agency in inducing many persons to leave the comforts and luxuries of Eastern 
homes to take up their abode here, where they were denied those luxuries, 
that I will have full as much to answer for as any of you ; but if I have no 
worse reflection to vex my last hours than the thought of my Instrumentality in 
inducing good people to make Davenport their homes, I shall certainly depart 
in peace. 

11. The Pioneer CMdren — They are now brave young men and £i*ir young 
women ; may their lives, if not as eventful, be as useful as those of their 
parents. 
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Responded to by G. W. Hoge, in a very creditable speech. He said : 

One of Scott Goanty's Earliest Bom,-— it is with no little pleasure, Mr. 
President, that I respond to this call^ which recognizes mo as snch; and to 
the toast, in which we, the " children of the soil." are 80 kindly remembered. 

There are hours, eir, in the lives of all, which, from attendant circumstances, 
become eras — landmarks along the pathway of life, to ■which memory will ever 
revert, vrith undiminished interest. Such an one will the present occasion be; 
and by none will it bo remembered wiiii a truer, or more lasting pleasure, 
than bj us, the junior members of this noble family — us, " the Pioneer Child- 
ren of iicott County." 

Born here, many of us, at a time when but a few scattered, and lowly 
dwelliogs, marked the site of the now populous and opnlent city of Davenport 
—while onr beauteous State, herself, was yet in embryo--our interest in Scott 
county has been no less deep , our affection for her no less fervent than their's 
who, emigrants from other States, came here to find a second home on car 
boundless prairies, or beside our noble rirer* 

We, Bir, had no sacred ties to sever — no happy firesides in far Eastern homes 
to rey^rct — here, was our first, our only home— we knew no other, and we 
cared tor none. To us, the world teas bounded on the JsJast by iJieMmmij^^ and 
Davenport was its Mf tropoHs. 

Scott county, sir, haa been, as it were, our twin Sister j we have grown with 
her growth, and strengthened with her strength — ^her fHends are our friends, 
and her prosperity our ** chief joy." 

Here, sir, has been the theatre of all onr joys, and all our sorrows. Ilere, 
cradled in the arms of Pioneer mothers, the days of onr early childhood passed 
as one bright, unbroken dream; and as days lengthened into years, and the 
babe became the boy, by tihe side of Pioneer fathers, we have explored, to us, 
the unbounded expanse of the seedland, or the harve?t>field ; happy, though 
we could not work, to carry the sickle, or the hoe ; and wishing that we were 
men, that we, too, might hold the plough, or reap the gmin, or drive a prairie 
team- 

Or we have stood, while the *' souudiug aisles of the dim woods rang" to the 
strokes of the Pioneer's axe, and watched the big chips fly, until the mighty 
oak reeled— tottered-^nd fell, with a crash that woke the woodland echoes 
for many a rood. How we longed to be woodsmen then I 

And here, sir, on many a long, bright Summer's day, we sat in the rustic 
school-house, striving to comprehend themystories of spelling-book or primer, 
until released from study — gamboling in unrestrained freedom on nature's 
own green carpeting, spread before the door — a merry band, we shouted our 
delight, unrestricted by city ordinances. 

And when the week slipped by, aud Sabbath morning. smiled, with reverence 
we sat in the little weather-beaten church, while, in heartfelt terms, the 
Pioneers praised the name of their fathers' God for this their fair inheritance, 
and earnestly besought his choicest blessings on their prairie homes. 
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Sach, sir, were eur jojs — ^we bad our sorrowSj too. For, ever and anon, a 
dark clond of gloom gathered OTer the little settlement, as some loved one iras 
taken from oar midst by the hand of the destroyer. 

A father, perhaps— veil-beloved — stricken down in the pride of his man* 
hood; or some tender mother is gone — leaving sad and desolate, a heretofore 
happy hearth. Or, perchanoe, the prattling babe-^the light and sunshine of 
the cottage circle — ^nnfolded its little wings, and sonrod, a white-robed cherub, 
to its starry home. Or the merrj^, light-hearted child — the joyous sharer in 
our youthful sports— left us, with aching hearts and quivering lips, to moarn 
his early grave. 

Bat this is too sad a theme — there is another — a brighter one-— to which we 
gladly turn. 

The birth-right, sir, is not alone to ns of the sterner sex" — for I can look 
around me here to-night, and see many a sparkling eye, whose first bright 
glance lit up the loneliness of a settler's cabin — ^many a coral Up, whose first 
sweet smile gladdenied a Pioneer mother's heart. And the witchery of these 
bright glances has been round us ever. These sweet smiles — like the guerdon 
of the boy and man — gave zest to all our youthful pleasures, as to-night they 
throw enchantment round this festive scene. 

Aiid where, Mr. President — whether as now, prracing the crowded assembly, 
or in the borne circle, filling and afl'irning alike iho various stations of danghter, 
sister, wife, or all combined—- w/^t*^-, 1 .nsk, will you jind a lovelier tjfi^-'ry than 
these, the Pioneer dauf/lUtrs of Scolt county f And, sir, all of thia gtQtlo sister- 
hood are not with us on this occasion. 

The snow lies lightly o'er some well^remembered forms that sleep in yonder 
grave-yard. Some, for a time, have left us, whom we hope, ere long, to greet 
again. Others — and we miss them all — on distant shrines have placed their 
household gqds. But we feel assured, sir, that if these absent ones know of 
this, our social gathering, their hearts are with us in our joy ; for while 

"TliroTir^h other scenes their fool.'jtf'pa roam, 

Still bltber must their beaits expand—" 
There is their loved— adopted home — 

Thii, tM9, i$ tUU their native Umd P* 

What wonder then, Hr. President, that we love this soil, hallowed by 
such associations? What wonder, that in our eyes, Scott county is the 
"fairest land the sun shines on ?" 

We glory in thi? our birth-place. We <^hr7f in (he nolle Hoeh from Vfkick vte 
tprung. May, xhsy, sib, nbveb havg gauss to blush for us I 

12. The Ciiy of LeClaire^Oiu young and prosperous rival. Let Davenport 
look well to her laurels. 

Mr. Laurel Summer?. of LeClaire, wa? to have responded to this toast, 
but was obliged to send a letter of regret. Judge Qrant made some humorous 
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remarlcs in comparison of Davenport and lieOlaire, bringing in some excellent 
puns. 

13. Woman— The pride and ornament of the proudest palace^-^thejoj and 
sunshine of the humblest cabin. 

Hiram Price, Esq., rei^ponded in his usual felicitous style to this nnlrersally 
popular loast. He said:— 

INIii. CuAiEMAN :— I am called upon to respond to the sentiment, that 
" AVomau is the pride und orii:iment of the proudest Palace, and the joy and 
suashiue of the humblest Cabiu." 

Well, sir nobody doubts lhat, do they? There is but one sido to that sub- 
ject, and couseq^aently no chance for an argument. Woman ' I rather like the 
name, it seems lilce coming back to first principles, and while I am well satis- 
fied that she is justly entitled to an abler adTocate, and better representatire 
than myself, yet I am bold to assert that the declaration contained in that 
toast is literally and emphatically true. 

Ton might haye gone further, sir, and added to the reading, the words 

«' and gmerally pretty hard to get ahead of^'' for certain I am, that all present 
will agree with me, when I say that it is daily becoming a more difficult task 
to g^^- aroxmd them. 

'* The pride and ornamen t of the proudest Pal'tce.'' Yes, sir, of this there can 
be no question, and yet what I may say upon this point, must of necessity be 
more the result of historical, than experimental knowledge. But, sir, when 
you talk of her as being the joj/ and surukine of the humblest Cabin, I can 

speak from experience — on the subject of Cabins I am at home. Tve been there 

as boy and man I have builded them, and lired in them, and to-night memory 
runs back to the days of my boyhood, and calls up before my mental Tision 
the image of my mother, as she appeared to me in those days, at once the joy 
and the sunshine of my cabin home. 

Whether viewed from this stand point, or from one a Tittle further down the 
stream of time, where with her who for near a quarter of a century has shared 
the lights and shades of life with nie, auJ who acconipanies me to this festive 
hall to-night, I commenced the baiilb of life in the world, — in either c.i<«e, and 
from every point of observation, I am furnished with evideuce to cuuciusiveJy 
establish the fact, that woman is the joy and sunshine of the Cabin. 

The homes of America ! Yea, the homes of the World, all proclaim with 
united voice that Woman is not only the Pride of the Palace, but that she is 
emphatically the Joy and Suoshine of the Cabin. 

In this world, Palaces are for the few, Cabins for the million. Among the 
domicils of earth, Cabins are the rule, Palaces the exception. But whether in 
the Palace, or in the Cabin, it is in the heme circle that woman finds her 
proper sphere, hor true element. It is from that centre that her infiiiences 
radiate, revealing fountains of joy, and reservoirs of sunshine, wherever her 
voice is heard in the territory of christian organization, and much, vorv much 
of what the world possesses of happiness is attributable to that inliuence. 
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True, tbere have been occasional instances, where woman has stepped out of 
this sphere, and for a time has, with meteoric flashes, fixed the gaze, and 
attracted the attention of an astonished world. Such, for instance, as the 
Maid of Saragossa, Joan of Arc, and last, thongh not least, Florence 
Nightingale, the latter of whom was, and is, at once the pride of all 
Palaces, and the joj and snnshine of all Cabins ; but these are exceptions 
to the mle, and only prove the rale to be that the home circle is woman's true 
kinjrflom. Without her, man would be a savage, a hairj faced, iinshaTen 
savao^e, for without her smooth and smiling face oonstantly before him, he 
woulil not have been sufficiently civilized to gbave. 

'Twas for these, amoug other reasons, that the declaration went forth from 
above, that it was not good for man to be alone. And, Mr. Chairman, it is but 
a few moatbs siace one of the chriitiaa powers of Europe was compelled to 
Beud out a ship load of women to one.of their Island Colonies, to prevent their 
colonists from relapMUg into barbarism. That, sir, was emphatically a ship 
load of joj and sunshine for the Cabins of that Colony. 

It is true, sir, that without this influence, 

« Kan may dimb llie slippery steep. 
Where wealth and honor lofty shine-** 

And love of gold may t'-inpt the derp. 
Or downward aeek the lodiau mine" — 

but in all that enobles, all that elevate?, all that raises from earth and points 
HoavcnwarJ, in all that tV eils and fills his higher nature,^he will be deficicut- 
And even now, sir, 1 hear from afar the lamentation of one of earth's most 
favored and gifted sons, as from the exalted position to which he had climbed 
in search of happiness and fame, he exclaims— 

** 1 mi8.s thwi, my mothec, iti the loDg Whiter ntghta^ 
I remember the tftles thoa wonldst tell — 

The romnnrc of ■vvilrl fiincy. tbo lpp:('nrl of flight — 

All] who could a'&c tell them so well? 
Thy corner's now vacant, thy chair Is lemored— 

It was kind to take thai from my eye ; 

But thp rcWcn nre round mf>, the lovpd and the prized 
To call up the pure and the sorrowful sigW 

This, sir, speaks of an influence deep and high. An influence upon which 
more than any one human a<i;oncy depends the destiny of our contitry. It 
speaks in language not to be mistaken, giving tone and shape and color to 
the Pulpit, the Press, aud the Fomm. It is the power behind the Throne 
greater than the Throne itself. 

And now to the women present — ^the women of Scott connty. In view of 



PAST AND PRESENT. 



241 



the extent and importance of their influence, may I not be allowed to 8ay» in 
the language of one of the gifted of their own sex — 

" Up woman to thy duty 1 N ow's 

Tbe daj) and now*B the hour 
To use thy boated inflaeoce — 

To prove thy magic power ! 
Unloose thy tongue— the woi-d of troth 

TtuA vrould a hotuebold wn. 

If spokrn -vvr-ll, pr-rcliaiiO<? may snatch 

A thousand £iom the gravel 
On in thjr work with strong free hear^ 

Thy minlon'a from alxnrel 
Ton cannot fat) if ynu am truQ^ 

For ail the work ia love ! 
And " Ctod is Love and woman's sphwa 

Of love and hope waa glTen 

To draw the WHn<lf r from hi«i sins, 
Aud point kim up to lieaveuj" 

To the ' Pioneer Settlers/' permit me, la closing, to say, that the sincere 
desire of my heart is, that yon may never lack pride for yonr Palaces, or Joy 

and sunshine for your Cabins, and may you live to enjoy raany snch happy 
reunions &a this in future tinio, an'l when all sliall be mmibered with the 
** Pioneer Defid," mfiy you all have a brighter and a happier reunion in the 
land of the *• Great Hereafter." 

VOLUKTEEB lOASXS. 

SlBKf BT LAimSL SinncBBS. 

JScoU Conn (7/ — Unsurpassed in beanty and fertility of soilj may her Old Set- 
tlers live to enjyy their annual fej^tivals. 

Judge Grant introduced with very appropriate remarks, and a eulogy upon 
his snbject^ — The tiuimty of Col. Davenport" which was drunk standing and 
in silence. 

Willard l?arro>vs, Esq., was next culled upon, aiul raade a few impromtu 
but heartfelt and pertinent remarks. The present gathering was, he said, the 
frtdt of long cherished hope on his part, and there nerer before bad been 
a moment in his life in which snch emotions possessed him as at the present 
It was a blending of the brightened joys, and softened sorrows and hardships 
of the Past, with the serene quietness and social sympathies of the Present. 
Th^ were tliirsty soldiers who had met by cool waters after the hot labor of 
a weary campaign of years. They were Tictors, scarr^ and toilworo, but 
secure of the future, and save a saddened memory, as here and there an old 
familiar face was wanting;, and thought traced its upturned lineaments npon 
some distant battle field, there was no cause save for rejoicing. 
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Mr. Barrows spoke In a similar strain for a few momentSi and closed his 
remarks by saying that he felt to-night like one of old who loved her Mends, 
and irhose memorable words of affection shall live foreyer : Entreat me not 
to leave thee or forsake thee — for whither thou goest, I vrlll go ; thy people 
shall be m J people, and tby God my God — ^where thou diest I will die, and 
there will I be buried !" — and when I shall have j^onc to that " bourne from 
whence no traveler returns," the greatest boon 1 can ask is. that my grave 
may be snrroundod by the Pioneer (Settlers Association of Scott County 1" 
Ilia modest fear of sayin^,^ too iiuich, unfortunately, overcame the 'wishes of his 
auditors to libteu to him longer. It is, perhaps, owing to him more than any 
other that the idea of an Old Settlers*' reunion beoame a practical foct-~ 
shaped to the fair and goodly proportions which it possessed. 

AU honor to his efforts, which reanlted so happily, and may scores of re- 
turning Festivals afford yearly gratitude to his name as well as to those of 
others who labored to originate them. 

Bt Col. T. C. Eads: 
The Old Settlers of SeoU County — ^Drawu together by the indissoluble ties of a 
common fate — a relationship stronger than than that of blood ; no power^ 
save Him -who governs the world, shall sever the brotherhood till the last of 
the noble baiul shall sink into an honored grave, and leave posterity to say : 
He was a man. 

By "W. Allen : 

The FioneT Sellers of ^coU County — May the noble spirit which prompted them 
to attempt the civilization of this magnificent wiUlernesH, to mould and en- 
ergise the souls of their descendants, that the Creator's grand design in the 
settlement of this beautiful land may he speedily accomplished, and its re- 
sults be manifested by the countless spires that shall direct to heaven, from 
every town and village, the thoughts of a free and happy people. 

Br A Ladt : 

Dr. J, J. Buriw — ^The gentlemanly and agreeable proprietor of this palatial 
Hotel, may he be completely successful in his benevolent .plan for pnbUc 
enterttunment, and his brightest anticipations be more than realised. 

Bt C. C. Ai^voRD : 

8cm and Daughter* of the Old Settleri~^^aj they imitate ns in perseveraqtce, 
frugality and industry, and their seed not go begging bread. 
The Matrom of Ihie Aeeodation — Our help, comfort, and consolation in every 

time erf need, and the frnitg of their labor now follow them. 

Daring these toasts three hearty cheers were given for Dr. Burtis, the host. 
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COBRESPONBBNCE. 

BelUire, 0., February 8, 1868. 

GbnTIiBHBN :— 1 feel muck compiimeated by your remembrance of me, aod 
the invitation to the FeatlTal of the " Pioneer Settlers' Association," on the 
22d iost I regret very much that I cannot he with you on that occasion — 
the first re-nnion of those, still living, who were associated in the founding of 
society in your county, will be an event of unusual interest. The recollec' 
Uons awakened by it will have some things to sadden, but more to exoite grat- 
ulatioQ. Twenty years make but a short period in the history of communities ; 
but it is a long one in individual experience, more especially 'when the buc- 
ce?sion of events is a truer gnaee of time than the chiinj^e ol" seasons. More 
tbaii twenty years have gone by sincvi the most of those who can be denom- 
inated the Pioneers of Scott county, aettled in v. hat was then Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory, jSince that time what changes have come to all — what trials to many I 
Some have passed away ; but most of those remaining are able to claim that 
the occurrences which have built up the prosperity of your State, have dealt 
kindly with their individual fortunes, and repaid them for all the hardships 
and sacrifices they endured in the first ten years of their pioneer experience. 
These are the considerations which, with greater or less intensity, according 
to the respective fortunes that have attended the members of your association, 
■mil more obviously link themselves with the reminisicpnce?^ of the Festi^ ;^!, 
Bat there is a moral point of a^cw in wliich the retrospection will have less of 
individuality, and, therefore, a higher and more refined sense of gratulation. 
In the migration to that country, each of us bad our individual purpose to ac- 
complish — some possibly sordid and narrow — others, doubtless, broad and 
elevated, with visions of enlarged useftilness and a gi^at future for the country 
they had adopted. But whatever may have been our motives or dreams, the 
seven years of hard times which succeeded 1887, (operating with peculiar se- 
verity upon a country so isolated from market as Iowa then was,) brought 
everything to the grinding standard of a struggle for bare subsistence. But 
through all this struggle and gloom a great purpose was being accomplished : 

( 

" Xhcre in a Providence that, sba^ uur 6u(l«, 
Itongh hew th«ia as we wilL" 

The very difficulties of the country were preparing it for a brighter day. 
Every plough>farrow — every aze-stroke were unwitting but sure agencies in 
the development of the country, and in advancing it towards that day of 
awakening — that complete and active civilization of which the Locomotive is 
the true representative. Twenty years elapsed, and the struggling pioneers of 
Iowa found themselves the fathers of a great and prosperous State. 

In the spring of 1835. T settle;! upoa the Illinois shore, where Stephenson 
(now Rock Island,) was after virards located. In 183d, I removed t>o the west 
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side of the Mississippi, into what was then Michigan Territory, afterwards 
WiacODBiD, aod now Iowa. In 1840, I joined jou in the organization of the 
Chicago Eock Island Railroad Company. These epochs tell the history of 
niy pioneership. In them I cannot boast that I accomplished much for my- 
self ; bnt I thank God that I hare done something— or at leaat I hope so— for 
my fellow-man. 

Yon haye placed two periods, conspicuously different in themselTes, in jox- 
tuposition upon your card— 1840 and 1858,— Iowa as it was, and Iowa as it is. 
What a contrast tho two pictures present! The rapid colonization of Ohio and 
Kentucky were oiarvels in their day, but tljey are marvels no longer. Wiscon- 
sin may claiai a parallel with Iowa: and Minnesota may boust a leap into 
Statehood of still t^reater apparent vigor ; l)ut not. when it is considered thit, 
for the want oi railroad connectioa with the , seaboard, the firBt ten years of 
Iowa were practically lost to her. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to hope that there will be many and pleasant re* 
unions of the Pioneer Settlers' Association." 

Very truly yonra, etc., 

J. H. SULLIVAN. 

Fruit HUi Classical Tmtitute, 3fas9.^ \ 
February 9th, 1858. / 

Gkntlkmkx Your note and invitation were ti-ausmilted to me by ray 
ffither. I thank you very much for your kind invitation and welcome. It is 
with much regret that I am obliged to inform you, that impossibilities, which 
cannot be surmounted, will prevent my joining you in the approaching festi- 
Tal. Bnt although I cannot be present in person, still my best wishes are with 
you. I rejoice that I anf a Hawkeye, and I feel proud of the State of my na- 
tivity— may she continue to advance as rapidly as she has for the past twenty 
years, till she shall become the leading State in the Union. The Pioneer 
children" — ^may they always remain trne to thdr native State, and never dls< 
grace the land of their birth. 

Wm. B. GROVER. 

Fo/boro, February iTith, 1S58. 

Gemtlemf.n : — 1 regret very much that circunislaTices are such that I cannot 
comply wiih your kiud invitat,iou to attcud the first festival of the ''Pioneer 
Settlers' Association of Scott County,'' iowa; yet while absent in body, let me 
assure you 1 shall be with you in spirit. It is a long time a'mce I lived among 
you, and then but eighteen months, yet I have always felt an interest iu your 
prosperity, and have kept myself "posted up," by taking one of your good 
papers. My heart has often yearned for some of your ** good things," and yet 
I have never felt that strong desire to be one day with you as I now do. 
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May the same God that has besn with and highly blessed you, lead you 
safely through this world up to our hornet in the skiea. 

YooTB truly, 

QBOVEB. 

JachsomtiUe, lU,, Febt. 16» 1858. 

Oentlbkbn received a letter a few days since from Mr. W. Barrovs, in 
which was enclosed a card of invitation to a grand festival of the '*oId folks 
at home." Nothing could afford me more pleasure, than for myself and fiimily 
to be present with you on the occasion mentioned— 'to meet with friends of 
former years, especially the hardy pioneers whose energy, toil and efforts have 
cftused snch wonderful developments in all tbat contributes to the happiness 
of man, would be a source of enjojmont, which would produce feelings iu my 
heart of the most delightful character; but circumstances beyond my control 
will prevent my being present — and with many thanks to the committee for 
their invitation, I close with the following sentiment ; The pioneers of the 
West*^ — ^they were men of strong nerre and warm hearts ; by their sacrifice, 
toil, and efforts, they have caused the solitary places to be glad, and the wild- 
erness to bloom and blossom as the rose~may their memory be sacred ! 

H. W. HIGOINGS. 

Duhuque^ Feb. 1, 1858. 

Gkktlbmbn have received an invitation from the Pioneer Settlers' Asso* 
ciation, of Davenport, to be present at their approaching Festival, on the 22nd 
of February, and to respond to a toaj't in reference to tlie Pioneer Dead." 1 
regret that it will not be in my power to comply with the request, as my duties 
here will not allow me to be absent from home at th;it time. Tt would g-ive 
ine great pleasure to meet those who will asseuible on tliat occasion, and to 
renew old acquaintanceship formed many years ago, while at the same time I 
should experience some pain from reminiscences of trials endured in former 
days, and from the absence of many former friends departed. It was at DaT« 
enport that I first trod the soil of my adopted State, about nineteen years ago. 
Your largo and flourishing city was then but a hamlet, and no one could haye 
rationally predicted its present prosperity from what was then visible. It is 
one of the most pleasant fieiots in my history, that I was enabled, with a few 
others, to found the Congregational Church, now so large and iofluential for 
good in your city. It is my sincere desire that the past success of the secular 
and religious enterprise of your citizens may be only a slight earnest of what 
is yet in store for them. With many thanlcs for the distinguiished honor con- 
ferred upon me in assigning me a part in your anticipated exercises on the oc- 
caslou referred to, 1 am, 

Very respectfully yours, 

JNO. C. HOLBBOOK. 

-.^ — — . 
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^^e>.c York, Feb. 11, 15B8. 
Gentlemt^k : — Permit me to tender my grateful acknowledgment to the 
members of jour association, lor ikeir kind remembrance of the "Absent 
Pioneers of Iowa." 

I regret exceedingly that busiuess will not permit my joining you on the 
interesting occasion of yonr firet celebration, as it would give me intense 
pleasure to renew so manjr delightfal reminiscences of the past, with those 
whom I have ever considered the advance^gaard of yonr flourishing State, in 
her progress to her present greatness. 

Although I cannot be with you in person, I shall be particularly interested 
in the erent. 

May Heaven cro\rn your feast with gladness, and grant ypn a long lease of 
yearS} in which to enjoy the fruits of your early labor?. 

Very truly yours, 

K H. SHEPARD. 

LeClairet Feb. 20, 1858. 

Hon. Jambs Qrant '.-^Deasc Sir : I am fearful that I shall not be able to 
attend the festival of the old pioneers of Scott county on the 22d inst., in your 
city. T have a severe cold, and am quite unwell to-day — ^trust, however, I 
shall be better on Monday. If so, I shall certainly be down. After witnessing 

the struorcrleg of the "Old Settlers" for nearly tvventr-one yearp. T feel like 
rejoicing when they rejoice, /^os^in^ when tiieyfeast^ and mourning whea they 
mourn* 

In the event that I am too indisposed to come down, and there should bo no 
person from here to respond to the twelfth regular toast, please do so yourself. 
I know I am safe in saying that our people would feel safe with their interests 
confided to your hands. 

I think a good many of our old citizens will be down, but very few of them 
are public speakers, 
i send you a volunteer toast, to be read if I cannot come. 

Truly yonr^i, 

LAUREL BUMMBBS. 

DmviBe, Pa., Feb. 15, 1858. 

GsNtii£M£:( Accept my thanks for the card of invitation to the "First 
Festival of the Pioneer Association,'' and also for yonr kind note accompany- 
ing it. 

There are no memories more cherished and fresh in my heart than those of 
my residence among you, ftam I83t to 1841 ; and it would afford me great 
pleasure to meet with my old friends on the occauon of the Festival, but I 
cannot. My heart will be there, however, beating in unison with your highest 
aspirations for the future prosperity of your beautiful city and county, and the 
long life and happiness of all the pioneers* 
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There is not in {his great country a spot more sacred to my memory than 
Davenport The beanty of its situation ; its salnbrity ; the old associates^ and 
familiar faces of friends are always present to my tbonghts, and I never fail to 
speak favorably for them to friends here when the West is the subject of dis- 
coarse. Living, as I do, on the banks of the SusquehaDna, whose waters are 
like crystal, and surrounded by landscapes, the grandeur and beauty of which 
are perhaps xmsurpassed, they seem to mc not comparable to the scene from 
the bluffs beh^w Davenport, looking south and east, and bringing into our view 
the Twin Citie;, the upper Rapids of the great Mlssissippi| embracing the 
beautiful Kock Island, eto. 

It is a cherished purpose of my heart to visit my once home at Davenport at as 
early a day as possibloi when I hope to renew many of my old flrlendships. 

I have also, in the name of my wife, and daughter born in Davenport, to 
thank you for the invitation, and assure you that it would afford them very 
great happiness to visit their old home, and join the festival. 

May the sun of pro?perLty ever shine on all of yon, until gathered as a 
shock of com fully ripe." 

With sincere regard, 

ANDEEW L. BUSSELL. 

THE CLOSE. 

In response to a loud call at the close of the Festival, John P. Cook, Esq., 
sang « Oft, in tbe Stilly Night.'' It was finely given, and warmly applauded. 
The sweet voices of fair women joined in from different parts of the hall, and 
the eifect was delightfuL Finally, at I o'clock, Auld«Lang-Syne" was sung 
in general chorus, and the **01d Settlers* Festival" was a happy memory of 
the past. 
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tiEOLOGICAL SKETCH OF THE CITY OF DAVENPORT. 



The external features, and internal resonreeji of an^ given district of 
country, are intimately connected with its future history. From its external 
features ve gather in the main a knowledge of those habitable qualities which 
render it more or less desirable for civilised abodes. In its geographical 

pof^ition we learn the commercial ndvantftffes which attach to its location, as 
being accesfihlc or more remote, from business (( ntres. 

From a knowIedo;e of its internal resources, we obtain tlie clearest insight 
to its productive capacities, determining in great measure the extent and 
character of its fatare population. 

Hence it is that an accnrate geological view of any district, affording in* 
formation, both as regards external features and internal resoarces, is import- 
ant and nsefel as a key to its future history. 

The Geological substratum upon which the city of DaTenport is located, is 
a white or light gray limestone, characterized by its fossils to belong to the 
Hamilton group of Devonian Eocks. This limestone crops out along the river 
bank?, of the upper portion of the cit}'. It presents, near Kast Davenport, 
perpendicular clitFi;, varying in height fi (im 15 to 25 feet above low -^yatcr mark ; 
thence occupying the luui of the MiH^^i.^si[)}M river, it forma the lowest chain in 
tlie course of the Rock iblaud rapiUs, re-appearing again, similar in character, 
on Ilock Island proper, and the corresponding left bank of the Mississippi. 
The shores of both banks of the river are here strewn with water-worn pebbles 
of this white limestone, variously mixed with smaller fragments ot transported 
igneous rocks, including agates, cornelians, and numerous forms of porphyiy. 

This bed of limestone underlies the whole city of Davenport, appearing on 
or near the surface at its south-eastern border, extending from East Davenport 
to Perry street. Thence to the western limits of the city it is more deeply 
covered under alluvial deposltes. This rock, together with ite alluvial cover- 
ing, forms ft gentle nscemling ?1op? from tho river bank to the irregular line 
of bluff hills, which hen^ hmiml the vulley of the Mississippi. Wliero this 
lOQi. is largely developed in stocp mural faces, as adjoiniug and just below 
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East DaTenport, the bluffs approach near the river bank, leaving little or do 
Bpace for bottom levels. This gives a somewhat ragged character to this 
locality. In following the western coarse of the river the limestone dips lower 
beneath the surface, and the bluffs recede, thus giving greater width to the 
valley portion of the oity towards its western border. 

The bluff formation, attaining an average elevation of 150 feet above the 
river level, presents on its outer edge abrupt slopes and rounded crests, com- 
manflinp extensive views of the course of the river above and below. Exter.d- 
jng- back from the river, this formation is cut up with decp^v trenched valieja, 
variously branciied and llience euiergiug on the upland pi-airie Vjeyond. 

These several feaiureu collectively, combine a pleasing variety of exteiiial 
scenery, and offer grading, faoilitles easy of application, and well suited for 
the purposes of drainage. 

D£YONIAN LIMESTONE FORMATION. 

Referring more particularly to the special characters of the formations above 
alluded to, we notice the underlying limestone strata to be composed of a series 

of distinct beds, varying considerably in structure and composition. 

First of these in a descending order is an irregular shaly bed, containing 
the grer.ter part of the fossils which serve to characterize this formation. 
These strata are more larirely developed to the Bouth and -west, being the com- 
mon sTirface rock on l}oth sides of the Mississippi, some eif;"ht or ten miles below 
the city, at and adjoining the town of NewBuiralo. In this latter locality the 
rocks are replete with fossils easily procured, and iu tine state of preservation. 
WlthuL the limits of the city this bed is exposed at only one locality, formerly 
known as LeClaire quarry, now foot of Farnam street. The rock here crops 
out just at the foot of the bluff, at an elevation of about forty feet above the 
river level. 

To this fossiliferous bed succeeds the more common snrfkce exposure, con- 
sisting of a white or lijrht colored rock of slatey texture, weathering on ex^ 

posure into thin irregular fragments. This character of rock shows a variable 
thickness of from five to twenty feot, and is well exhibited at the low^cr point 
of Kock Island, forming the greater part of the exposed rocky clifi' on wiuch 
old Tort Armstrong was built. 

To this slati-y rock succeeds a more compact bed. moatly rnaisive and heavy 
bedded. Its testnre varies from that of a close irregular breccia of light color, 
and exceedingly brittle to loose strata of blue argilaceous rock, readily didiu- 
tegrating on exposure to the atmosphere. Intermediate to these we gener^ly 
notice several seams of a more eariUy gray rock occurring in even beds, and 
frequently containing masses of fibrous gypsum. These latter seams furnish 
the best quality of building rock in this vicinity, being in fact the only rock 
suitable for dressing under the hammer. This seam is of very variable thick- 
ness, being m some places entirely wanting, while in adjoining localities it 
attains a tiiickness of several feet. The main bulk of the limestone quarries, 
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being made up of the heavy bedded and irregular seamed rock, is only suit* 
ftble for fomidatloDS or rongh ashlar work. 

Aside from building purposes this limestone contains no minerals of any 
economical valne, occasional spangles of snlphnrate of zinc or moderate sized 
crystals of calcareous spar being the only minerals worthy of note. The 
slatey surface layers are employed for conversion into quick-lime, but the pro- 
duct is of rather indifferent qualitr. 

One pcculiaritj of thi.^ limestone formation deservps mnro than a passing 
notice, liotli from its siutiuhiriiy and ah.o its connexion "with the subtcrraneaa 
distribution of water. This peculiar"ty consisrs in the. frequent occurrence of 
fissures filled in with clay, evidently inUltrated from above. These fissures or 
clay seams may be frequently noticed in the perpendicular face of quarries, 
here they are seen interrupting the regular series of rook strata with masses of 
grayish, very adhesiTe clay. These seams yary in width ftom a few inches to 
eeTeral feet, and are frequently bottle-shaped, narrowing above and bulging 
out below. Prof. Hall, State Geologist, is inclined to the opinion that this 
clay is cotemporaneous with the underlying fire clay of adjoining coal meas^ 
ore?, and that these fissures were filled up at the same period that coal yrnn 
in process of formation. These cLiy seams are frequently met with in digging 
wells or deep cellar foundations, in ishich situations they are often accom- 
panied with living springs of water. From such sources are evidently derived 
the supplies of water t'lom artesian borings, which have been made with par- 
tial success in various parts of the city. 

BLUFJT FORMATION. 

The bluff formation constitutes a well marked step in the series of quarter- 
nary depositee, succeeding the drift or boulder era, and anterior to the recent 
surface alluvitim. This formation, generally of consideralde thickness, cor- 
responding to tijc licight of the bluif hills, forms the substratum of the up- 
land prairies* It is composed of a great variety of earthy materials, includ- 
ing finely pulverulent marls, beds of coarse sand and gravel, aggregations 
resembling hard-pan or pudding-stone, overlaid by a variable layer of yellow 
clay, and gradually blending with the present surface soil. These several 
features indicate this formation i^s resulting from the deposition of extensive 
fresh water lakes, having variable currents and mostly shallow waters. Not 
ttufrequently well excavations bring to view a buried soil of rich vegetable 
mould now covered up by twenty feet or more of lacustrine depositee, con- 
taining fresh water shells. This earlier surface soil supported a rank arbore?;- 
cent vegetation, and is proved by buried remains, to have been the roaming 
places of the now extinct tribes of tiie gigantic I^rastodon and NoAhern 
Elephant. The upper clay in the bluff series, is everywhere extensively used 
(or the manufacture of brick. 

A fine sectional victv/ of the general features of this hhiff formation may be 
seen in the cutting along the west side of Harrison street, opposite Sixth street. 
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COAL. 

It would be interesting, did space allow to present some faets, in regard to 

tliA =;npplr of coal in this district, Lut this must be left for another occasion, 
it will be sutticient here to st;\te, that the only reliable supplv of coal for this 
section of country, is to be obtaiuud from the Rock River cohI basiu. This 
has been recently oiicncd to niurkct by two Railroads, and is successfully 
worked by three distinct muung companies. The present facilities are suffi- 
cient to meet the local demand, and the source of supply is ample for all 
future wants. 
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CHAPTEK XXV. 



MBDIOAL TOPOGRAPHY OF DAV£NPORT. 



Eyer emce the inSux of tbe white population oommeueed» Bftveuport hns 
been noted for the healthiness of its location. Sittiated in latitude 41^^ north 

it ha?? a climate which partakes neither of the extreme severity of the higher 
regions, nor of the lassitude incident to more southern situations. At appro- 
priate seasons of the year it is decidedly cold or warm, and is not subject to 
Kiu'li intf rrneiliatc Aveather as characterizes so much of the coontry near the 
seaboard, and which is so prolific in tho elimiuatioa of disease in its Yarious 
forms. The country on both sides of the liGssissippl, at the commencement 
of the Upper Rapids and where the great Bridge spans the stream, is marked 
by high bluffs of gradual ascent. Uelow, these eloTations recede from the river, 
and aboTe they hug it more closely. On the Iowa side a large fan-like plateau 
is formed, varying from a few hundred yards to perhaps a mile in width, gra> 
dually rising to the base of the hills, none of it sabjcct to inundation, and 
every foot of which is susceptible of the most complete drainage. Upon this 
the business portion of the city is fituatcd. It n rarely, if ever, the case that 
stagnant pools are to be found anywhere upon this surface. Ilence, miasiuauc 
diseases are seldom encountered in their epidemic form. Added to this;, on 
account of the city being situated on an east and west reach of the river 
which soon inelines to the southward after leaving the town, the prevailing 
winds come from a dry and healthy quarter, in fact, almost direotly from the 
rolling prairie. Having reached the crest of the blufEs, the country northward 
gently undulates to a stream called Duck Creek, about one and a half or two 
miles firom the river, and running parallel with it the length of the city 
bounds. This creek empties into the Mssissippi about five miles above the 
bridge, and possesses the peculiarity of seeking its estuary up the Rapids. 
That portion of the promontory (if It may be so called,) formed by the stream?, 
and which is enclosed within the municipal limits, is beiag rapidly covered 
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irith hft&dsome residences, more than one hundred feet above the water, and 
made accessible by means of streets. Some of the finest and healthiest spots 
which the lover of ease and retirement could desire, are to be found between 
lieCIaire's residence and East Davenport, spread over the sloping hilUsides. 
In winter shielded from the blast of the north, and in summer accessible to 
che refreshing breezes of the west, with no marshes or superabundance of de- 
caying vegetable matter to inppiro dread, with a full view of the hmj river 
and ovcrlookiu^r, ^vitliMl, the Twiii-Oities, this portion of Daveuport has always 
seeDiCil as thouj^h calcuhited to satisfy tbe most fastidious, aad is desfined to 
become the resort of many seeking a permanent, desirable, and beautiful 
home. Irregularities in living, unuecessary exposure, or any want of proper 
care as regards healUi, will, in the very best climate, produce disease. Hence, 
medical men are in demand the world over. But, the fact is asserted, that 
Pavenport during the probation of a fnll generation, has proved its claim to 
being situated in one of the most salubrious atmospheres of which our coun- 
try can boast. The mortality of the place is uncomtnonly small, and the type 
of disease in its development^ undergoes such modificatioQ as is agreeable 
alike to patient and practitioner. An accomplished physician, of long stand- 
ing, has been known to state, that he never knew of an original case of phthisis 
pulmonaiis in the city, and that all persons alFected in that way, by residing 
in this locality, have had their unpleasant symptoms mitigated and their lives 
prolonged* The population is composed of persons of regular habits, as a gen- 
eral rule ; and this fact assists materially in giving to Davenport its wide-spread 
reputation for healthiness. In former times, when only a rural village on the 
Upper Mississippi, the place would be crowded throughout the summer months 
by families from St. Itouis, seeking relaxation and enjoyment The advent of 
a dense population has deprived the spot of a certain charm for sportsmen, but 
has in nowise diminished the invigorating breezes which gave so much zest 
to their expeditions in fishing and fowling, and which, after all, contributed 
the most to the enijoyment of life. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



SCOTT COUNTY MEDICAL SOOIETY. 



Notice havinj^ been given tbrongli the public prints, that a meeting would bo 
held tor the purpose of organizin;; h Medical Society for the County of Scott, 
nine regular members of the proie'ibion met at the office of Drs. Witherwax 
and Carter, (Third street, west of Brady,} on the 18th of October, 1856. Dr. 
Jas. Tbiatle prt sided, and Dr, Tomsou acted as Secretary. Committees were 
appointed to report upon the seyeral subjects of Constitution and By-Laws, 
Code of Etbics, and Fee Bill, and tbe meeting adjourned to meet ten days 
snbseqnently. On tbe 28th of October, thirteen physicians met at the office 
of Drs. Fountain and Adler, (Second street, between Brady and Main,) re- 
ceived the reports of the respective Committees, adopted a Constitution and 
By*La?r8, as well as the Code of Ethics recommended by the American Med- 
ical Association, and proceeded to elect the following permanent officers, to 
serve for one year ; 

Fresiffenf, Dr. Egbert S. Barrows j Vice President. Dr. Lyman Carpenter ; 
JSecre:arr/, Dr. J. J. Tom son ; TreasuTQr^ Dr. Jame«> Thistle, and C^n^m, DiS. 
T. J. Saunders, Jno. M. Adler, and J. W. H. Baker. 

Although regular meetings four times a year had been agreed npon, calling 
this the Anniveroary, yet the nece^t^ity seemtd to exist for a special meeting, 
and the members agreed to meet again in two ifveeks. The Society convened 
in the Young Mens' Literary Association Hall, (Post Office BoildiDg,) on the 
nth of NoTember, Dr. Carpenter, Vice President, occupying tbe Chair. At 
this meeting a Fee Bill was adopted, and the members generally signed the 
Constitution, January 27th, 1857, the first regular quarterly meetiog took 
pbtce at the office of Drs. Fountain and Adler, the President taking tbe Chair. 
A resolution was adopted, and a committee appointed relative to forming a 
union with the Eoch Island County Medical Society. Drs. Barrows and 
Saxinders were elected delegates to the American Medical Association, to con- 
T«ne in Nashville, Tenn., the succeeding May. The second quarterly meeting 
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took plaoe in the Council CbambeT) at the corner of Brady and Third streets, 
April 28tb» the President filling the Chair. The members of the Eock Island 
Medical Society were admitted as Honorary members, and entitled to all 
privileges, saTO Toting. Dr« Patrick Qreggf former and first President of that 
Association, read an eloquent and instmctive address, hj special invitation. 
Dr. Baker was appointed to deliver an essay at the next, or a future meeting. 
Drg. Fountain, Thistle, Carter. Pelton, and Barrows, were appointed delegates 
to the State Society, to n^eet at Iowa City the followinfc June. The third 
quartcrlj roeeling met at the Council Clmiuber, July 28tli, the Vice I'ret^Ident 
in the Chair. The annual meeting convened at the same place, Octoljer 27lh, 
Dr. C. C Parry presiding at the morning, and the Vice Fresident at the after- 
noon session. Resolutions were adopted, making the annual meeting to occur 
the last Tuesday in January, and postponing the election of ofBcers until that 
period, and continuing the existing organization. A committee, consisting of 
Drs. Carter, Thistle, and Adler, was appointed to revise the Constitution and 
By-Laws. The annual ^ meeting assembled at the same plnoe January 2Cth, 
1858, Dr. Fountain presiding. The afternoon session was held at the office of 
Br. Baker, the same gentleman in the Chair. Officers for the year were 
elected as follows : 

President. Dr. Th. J. SaundeiH; Vice President, Dr. James Thistle ; Secretary^ 
Dr. A. H. Aine3 ; Trra^urer, Dr. J. J. Toiiisyn ; Lknsors^ Drs. J. W. H. Baker, 
E. J. l ouniain, and J no. M. Adler. Dr. Baker read an Essay, agreeably to 
appointment. Dr. C. C. Parry was appointed Essayist for the next meeting. 

The number of members at the present time is about twenty, three-fonrtfas 
of whom reside in the city of Davenport. The object of the Society Is " to pro- 
mote the diffusion of true Medical Science among its members, and to elevate 
the character of the profession in the community." At the various meetings 
many interesting cases bare been brought forward and discussed, calculated 
to impart instruction, and a general bapis of action has been instituted, the 
effect of which "will be, to define the rij^hts and duties of practitioners apree- 
ably to the rules and reeylalious laid do'wn by the highest ujedical authority 
of the cf.untry. Anionp^ a newly fotiled people, baneful irregularities are apt 
to be iuiputed to the pi-ol'essiou generally, unless there is an oiganizuuon, 
zealous in its guardianship of the portals of Medicine. Without there is a 
charmed line over which mere empirics cannot pass, and which is constantly 
kept visible to the public eye, the votaries of Science have to sufi^er deprecia- 
tion by being classed with irresponsible practitioners, noted only for the ex- 
cess of their ignorance, and the aadaclty of their pretensions. Already are 
the effects to be seen, of a close combination on the part of those properly 
qualified for taking upon themselves the responsibility for practising the heal- 
ing art. Uniformity of action, courteous relation;:, and a keen degire to pro- 
mote the general welfare, are apparent among the members, and the prospect 
now is, that the medical corps of Davenport and vicinity will stand at no 
distant day pre-eminent in the valley of the Upper Mississippi. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



MANUFACTURES AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS. 



ARCHITECTS. 

W. L. Gabbou, in Grigg's Block. — ^Mr. GarroU has designed some of the 
J finest pnblio and private straotnres in the city, among which are Iowa College, 
Engine Honsd, Grigg's Blook, Havilaad's and li. H. Smith's residences, School 
Hooses in Districts 4 and 7; besides a host of School and Court Honses, 

Churches, and Private Dvrellings in various parts of the Country. His claims 

to superiority are scarceiy questioned in the West. 

J. L. CocuKANK. — Amoug Mr. Cochrane's best efforts are Metropolitan Hall; 
Lambrite's residence: St. Luke's church, superiutended by Squires j and 
Wiilard Barrows' resideuce. 

OcxAVJi RoBBBTS.— Nickolls' Block. 

BAEBRIES. 

Pliiladclphia B ikery,*' SoHBLCEBB & Matthbs. — Brady Street, between 

Front and Second streets. 

" TTnion Bakery," J. Mhtzger. — No. IS Second street. — Capital, $3,000- 
Raw Material per year, $5,000. Value manufactares per year, $10,000. 
Established 1B54. 

D. MooRR. — 20 Front st. — Capital, $5,000. ilaw material per year, $8,000. 
Established i84Z. This was the i^rst cue of the sort, of uote, established in 
Davenport. The old house was lately bnrned, but is being rebnilt 

F. Zabbbbr. — ^149 Fourth street. — ^Fiye hands. 

W. Papb's ** Pacific Bakery.-^Harrison street. 

There are sereral smaller Bakeries in town, not enumerated. 

88 



258 



DAVENPORT 



BARRELS. 

JoifEs, Chapin k Co.— Corner Fifth and Fillmore streets.— Employ twentj 
bands, and turns out from iouo to 1200 per week. 

J. If. D. BuRBoirs.— Oq Telegrapli Road. — Twentj-eiglit men turn out about 
75,000 floor barrels per year, besides a large amount of pork cooperage. 

Wilson, Pbbbt & Co. — Corner of Bridge Avenue and Front streets. — Run a 
twelve horae power engine. Employs fifteen to twenty hands at $3 per diem. 
Capita] $5,000. Use in raw material per year $20.000. Yaloe of manufactures 
per year $85,000. Established 1857. 

There nre tbree other Cooper Shops in the city besides the foregoing, and 
also one patent Wash-Tub and a Chair Factory. 

BLACKSMITHS. 

H. A. Kent.— Alley opposite Post Office.— A carriage shop attached by 
John M urphey. 
Some dozen shops in town. 

BOOTS AND SHOES. 

Moore & Gakrett.— 43 Brady street.— Capital $1,500. Raw material per 
year $8 600. Product $10,000. Established 1854. 

P. H. Griggs & Co.— 26 Brady street.— Capital $1 500. Value of raw ma- 
terial per year $3,500. Product $lO.OO0. Employ ten hands at the aggregate 
cost of $3,600 per annum. Mr. Griggs deserves honorable mention for the 
use he has made of his capital. He has invested it liberally in city improve- 
ments, among which are some fine 'brick buildings, known as "Griggs Block." 
His jDvestments have all tended to build up and ornament the city, and to 
contribute materially to its permanent prosperity. 

D. B. Carlbton. — 96 Brady street. 

C. Stahl. — Harrison street. 

T. 0. Russell. — Main stn et. 

A. Galleu. — 54 Perry street. 

H. FuHLUNDoaFF. — Main street near Second. 

J. H. Sbllbn. — Corner Second and Harrison streets. — Employs 14 hands. 

J. C. Todd.— 84 Brady street. 

AsHTOH b Frbbman. — Brady street, above Post Office. 

FoLLBE & HuBBXRD.— Second street, near Metropolitan Block.— This firm 
has the reputation of doing as good work, and of possessing as much, or more 
enterprise in their peculiar department, than any other firm in the West. 
Their work is of the very best order, and afforded at prices which will com- 
pare honorably with the be«t Eastprn establishments. 

There are many other establishments of this kind in town. 
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BREWEBIES. 

MxTTHfAS Frattm.— Harrison street. — Capital, $80,000. tJse yearly 10,000 
I bushels J5;irloy. .'ind 8,000 pounds Uops. Brew 4,000 barrels Beer, worth 
I $36,000. Established 1851. The first year ibe establishment brewed 150 

barrels Beer, and used oqI^ aome 350 bushels Barley. It is one of the largeit 

Breweries in this State. 

Dii. T. Drbis. — Main street, above seventh. 

Tiios. B. CiaiAa's Ale and Porter Brewery.— Near East DaTenport. 

BRICK YARDS. 

Baker & Claek. — Harrison street, between seventh and eighth streets. — 
Capital $3,000. Employ twenty men. Made 180,000 last year, worth $9,200. 
Hie Hall ft Adams Press, a decided improTement on the old system. Intend 
to doable their operations this year. 

There are three yards in the western part of the town, in rear of J. M. J). 
Burrows* residence, and employ from fifty to sixty hands. 

J.\o. E.OCKE.— Gaines street. — Made 140.000 last year. Twenty bands. 

Hartkv Leonard commenced maklnii; Bricks in Davenport, in June '837, 
made about aoo,000 ; in 1838 made about 500,000 ; in 1839 made about 500,000 ; 
in 1840 made about 800,000; In 1841 made about 500,000; in 1842 made 
about 500,000; in 1848 made about 100,000; in 1844 made about 200,000 ; 
in 1845 made about 200,000 ; in 1846 made about 600,000 ; in 1847 made 
about 600,000; in 1848 made about 600,000; in 1849 made about 600,000 ; 
in 1 850 made about 800,000. — Lbom abd & HsBBaT in 1851 made about 1,400,000; 
in 1852 made about 1,500,000; in 1853 made about 1,500,000.— Leonabd in 
1854 made about 1,200,000; in 1855 made about 1,200,000.— Leonard & 
IIebert in lS5u made about l,:>00,00o; in 1857 made iibdut I,800,0i)0. — Com- 
menced in 1838 laying brick,; in 18 59, Kldrid & Leonard Brick Laying and 
Plastering. 1840 making, laying, and plastering. During that period burucd 
very nearly all the lime used in the city. The number of hands employed 
mnges from six to sixty ; common laborers wages by the month ft-om twenty 
to thirty dollars ; brick layers wages ranging from two to three dollars per 
day. The first brick building in the city was built by Leonard, in 1838, on the 
corner of third and Main streets ; the second brick building (the Catholic 
church) built by Adam, John, and Joseph Noel. During the first six years of 
the time Mr. Leonard did all the brick work done in the city, among which 
were the Court House, Jail, LeClairc House, and Macklot and Webb's dwellingi. 
Leonard tSc Ilebert's brick yard is now situated on James Mcintosh's land, WOSt 
of Scott street and north of eighth street, within the city limits. 

H. DfiitFs. — ^Fourteen men. Makes about d0,000 per year. 
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D. T. Young. — Second street, above Rock Island street. — Capital $6,000. 
Yalue of maaufactures per ^eajt $12,000. Empioj^is iiiteen men at $10 to $15 
per week. 

John A. Njbrait. — Corner Fourth and Gaines sts.— Talue of mann&otures 
per year $4,000. 

J>±vi&, Bbo. & Fbasbb. — On Perry street above Fourth. — ^This firm, although 
lately come to Dayenport, have established a vide reputation for ezoellence in 
their craft ; particularly in the difficult department of stairobuilding, in which 
they have no rirals. All are practical and excellent draughtsmen, and possess 

in connection with their practical skill, In wood-work a thorongh scientific 
knowledge ol' architecture. One of the best specimens of their work may be 
seen iu a counter at the Banking House of Messrs. Hill, Allen & Co., which is 
by i;a ihe beet specimen of tine workmansliip in the West. 

Jamks Crawford. — Corner Iowa and Second street. 

E. T. & E. L. Johnson. — Second street, between Rock Tslaud and Perry. 
Obkdort Bbotb£E8. — Carpeuterb and Buildera, on Main street between fifth 

and Sixth. 

Jacob Kbhtoh. — On Main street, in rear of Judge Grant's Block. 
J. Rumbold, Jb. — On alley rear of Congregational church. 
I. N FiBiJ> A 8ANJ>aB8.~0tt Perry street^ between Second and Tfahrd sts. — 
This f rm have done some Tery fine Jobs, one of which is the counter in 

Jacoby's Drug Store. 

CoATis 8: Patchbn. — ^Alley between Fifth and Sixth, and between Brady 
and Perry streets. 

John Hawlby. — Corner Main and Park streets. 

W. S. Collins, — Opposite Trinity Church, Koclt Island gtreet. 

F. U. McCmLLAHD. — Corner Hocii Island and Second streets. 

JoBB HoBNBT.— On Blufifs, Sixth street, between Main and Brady streets. 

G. W. Hall. — ^Third street, between Ripley and Scott streets. 
P. X. FmPATBiCK. — ^Near Jail, on Fifth street. 

H. t J. OuBDAKEB.— On Iowa street^ between Second and Third streets* 

K. SQmBB8.-^ldest Builder in Dayenport, and Superintendent of St. Lake's 
Church. 

No£L & JfARaET. — ^Corner Ilarrison and Front streets. 

J. B. Davis. — ^sixth street, between Rock Island and Perry streets. 

L. R. Aluoh^ — Boards at ^' Penney Ivania Hoose." 

OARBIAGE AND WAGON MAEIKG. 

Abdbsws & BuEB. — Fourth street, between Brady and Perry. — Large first 
dass eastern establishtuen^ with heavy branch establisbmeut on Second street, 
between Book Island and Iowa streets. 
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0. Haqbb ft Co.— Third street near HarriBon.— Capital $7 000. Employ 
twelre hands at $1.50 per diem. Raw material per year $1,000. Value of 
product $10,000. 

Saddlbb & HoBsiiMAH. — Comer Gaines and Front streets. 

A. & G. WoEBEB. — Corner Harrison and Third streets. — ^Among Hie best, if 
not the best, workmen in the West in eyerj department of their trade. Their 
work mil bear comparison with the finest ever turned out from eastern work- 
shops. Capital $8000. Eighteen hands, at $1.60 per day. Produoed last 
year $40,000. Estahlished 1854. 

Kettse & EciTTAnDT. — Corner Second and Gaines streets. 

Goos & Leisneu. — (jraiQes street, norih of Third. 

ScHwiDT k KoDLBB. — Socoud Street, near Soott. 

Bhopb k FiRKB. — Etarrison street, below Second. 

C. Stbltimo. — Scott street, near Second. 

CiaABS. 

H. Haak & Co. — Second street between Harrison and Ripley. 

Nicholas Euhvbw. — 34 Second street, and also one corner Main and Second 
streets. — ^Manuftftctures $12,000 worth per year. 

Jbpfbbt k Caeuighabl. — 42 Second street. — ^ttanufacture yearly 1,200,000 
Cigars, at $25 per thousand. Brand 50,000 papers Smoking Tobacco, and 
brand 6,000 cases Chewing Tobacco a year. 

Kastbit. — Main street, between Front and Second. 

There are many other shops in town, of whom space will not allow us to 

particularize. ' 

CONFECTIONERY. 

Dr. G. PiERRrccT. — 60 Brady street. 
E. Bailt.~86 Brady streetw 

DAGUERREOTYPES. 

Adams— Photographist, Ambrotypist, and Dagaerrean, on Bradj street near 

Third. — ^This is one of the best establiRhracnts west of Buffalo. Mr. Adams 
Photojrraphed the Portraits for this work. They speak for themselves. 

Taylor's Gallery. — Davenport's Block. 

W. A. Nbsbit. — Corner of Brady and Second streets. — Sphereotypist and 
Dagaerrean. 

Schvlbb's Daguerrean Rooms.— On Main street, next to IHckolls^ Block. 

DENTISTS. 



Chas. Goodrich, Dental Surgeon. — On Brady at., two doors below Third. — 
Dr. Goodrich has taken high rank in hia profession as a careful and skilfal 
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operator. He has midergone the test of many years experience, and has in 
all caseS) thus for, proved himself superior in all matters relating to operative 
Pentistry. 

Jambs Mouaow.— On Fourth st* near MMn.-~Dr. Morrow is of an inventiTe 
mind, artistic in his taste, and prepared to ezecnte everything in a superior 

manner. 

Julius Chesebkough, — In Merwin's Block. 

R. D. Myers. — On Second street near Perry street. 

C. H* BiiaiuBxi. — Cormt Brady and f oorth streets. 

DBUGS AND MEDICINES. 

Fbancis Jaooby. — Corner Perry and Fourth streets. — Mr. Jacoby has one of 

the finest Drug Stores in town, and the elegant external and Internal character 
of his establishment, together with a skilful Frescrlptionist, indicates fuUy the 
fact, that bis arrangements are all of a superior order. 
Taylor & Ballobd. — LeClaire Block. 

W. W. McCammon & Co., "Union Drug Store." — On Bradj street, between 
Second and Third. — This is a iirst class establishment, and is under the su- 
perintendence of Mr. Roger, whose ripe skill in putting up prescriptions Is 
the result of long and close experience. 

Stbphkbsoh k Cabnauait. — ^LeClaire Block. 

Allison k MoBbiob. — On Second street, next to Cook k Sargent's Bank. 
DiTBBH & Co.— 97 Second street. 

FLOUR MILLS. 

J. M. D. BmfcBOWS, " Alhion Mills."— Comer Front and Perry sts. — ^Engine 
140 horse power. Established in 1847, and commenced January 1848, with a 
capaaty of manufacturing 1200 barrels per week. In 1855 it was remodled 
and rebuilt, with a capacity of turning out 2500 barrels per week. Manu- 
factured the past year 80,000 barrels flour, at an average value of $4.50 per 
barrel. Hiram Johnson, head miller. 

D. A. BuBKows. — On River, foot of Mound st. — ^Engine sixty horse power. 
Cftpital $65,000. Kaw material per year $300,000. Employ twen^-eight 
hands at $1 50 per day. 

GiLLET, Grkex & Co. — Front street below Eiplej. — Capital $16,000. Grind 
per year 50.0()() bushels. Established 1854. Two engines, sixtj horse power. 

Graham Kepnbb. — On River, foot of Mound street. — Engine fifty horse 
power. Ten hands. Cost of wheat, coal, barrt-ls, Lauds, ^'c, per year 
$99.3CK>. i uru out 30,000 barrels flour per year, $120,000. Value of brao, 
shorts, &c., $13,000. 

"Hawkefo Mills," by Jacob Wbatbb. — Corner Ferry and Third streets. — 
Engine twenty horse power. Capital $6,000. Turn out 200 barrels a week. 
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JoHif Collins. — Front street, east of Perry. — Eugine ten horse power. Cap-, 
ital $9,000 Raw material per year $20,000, Value of maaufactoreB per 
year $40,000. Eighteen hands, at $1.50 to $2.50 per day. 

ExosTHiiN, TiMPEB & Gp. — Gomor Honsel and Second streets.— Engine six 
horse power. Capital $3,000. Raw material per year $6.000. Employ seven 
bands at $1 to $1.50 per day. Building, three rooms, and oontemplate en- 
larging soon. All of the firm are pnuitleal ditiohanios. 

Wk. CAVPBm>L, Cabinet and Jobbing Sbop.— In alley opposite Post Office. 

J. B. BiCHE^, Prospect Tnming Shop. — Qaines street, corner of Se?with.>— 
Engine six horse power. 

P. P. SuMOXS. — On River, near foot of Bridge A venue.— Manufactures 
"Excelsior Mattress Material." Engine ten horse power. 

John Wimat/M, Turuiug Shop. — Gaiuea street, between X'iiird and Fourth.— 
Engine fifteen horse po^er. 

J. K. Mills & Co.-^orner Farnam and Third street8.^Employ fority men. 
Wages per year $22,000^ at $1.76 per day, per hand. Capital $40.O0Q.: Yalne 
of furniture per year, $16,000. Planing, $^< 700. Sash, blinds^ and ^ors, 
$11 .000. Job work, $2.$00. Total valne of manufactares, per year, $3 7.000. 
Engine twenty-five horse power. Their Agencies at Iowa City and Rock 
Island, sell also a large amount flooring, siding, and other lumber. Machinery, 
one engine lathe, thrr'o turning lathes, one scroll saw, moulding machine, three 
plowers, sticking machine, split saw, six circnlar gaws, two tenanting saws; 
two morticing, two boring, and one do retaUing machine j screw cutter and 

tLirniiig niachine. ■ . . ■ ."-.^ : 

iicNKii. & Bso.— Corner Second and Perry Streets. , 

FU BRIERS, 

JtriiTTif^ KooiT. — Harrison street. 

M. H. Heidenhjsimee.— U Main street. 

HATS AND Ca'pS. 

A. B. Alston. — Davenport Block, Second street. 
C. W. VisaDisii. — ^Second stree!|, near Brady. 

IBON WORKS ANB MACHINE BY. 

^'Darenport Steam Gas and Lead Pipe Works, and Brass Foundry," by 

p. Merwin. — 81 and 83 Perry street. — Gas and Steam Fitting, Plumbing, &c., 
in all its various brunches; Brass Goods of every description manufactured 
to order. Also, on hand and ready to be just put up at short uotice, Chan- 
daliers, Pendants, Shower Baths, Wash Basins, Brackets, Glass Globes, Bath 
Tabs, Water Tanks, &c. The attenUon of Machinists, Engine, and Boiler 
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BoilderSt is invited to the large assortment of Brass and Iron Fitting con- 
stantly on Iiand, suoli as dafe<^ TalveS} Steam Gnaires, Water Gnages, Gnage 
Cocks, Globe ValTes, Oil YaWes, Heaters, Boiler Pumps, Oil Oaps, R^ulator 
Valves, Check Talres, Whistles, kc. Wrought Iron Pipe, with all kinds of 
Fittings for conneoting Boilers, Bngines, Pumps, ftc, fitted to order and sent 
to any part of the coantry ready to connect. Pipe and Fittings supplied to 
the trade on reasonable terms.— -Mr. Merwin deserves honorable notice for the 
enterprise he has exhibited. He is but a young man, has invested in a fine 
bricli building, and furnished it as noticed above. This establish mf^nt is the 
only cue of the kind in the State, and is in all respects of a high clt iriu ;er. 

F. B. Abbott, Machine Sho|>, and m»^ufacturer of Carter's Patent Orfcilla- 
ting Bngine Pumps. — ^LeClaire street, near Third. — ^I>ouble engine, six horse 
power. Capital $15,000. Mostly a Bepairing and Jobbing Shop. 

"Excelsior Agricultural Works, and Machine Shop," Jons Heiuihait.— 
Gaines street, betveen Third and Fourth sts. — Capital $1,000. Manufactures 
Agricultural Implements principally. Howing and Beaping Machines, Straw 
and Stalk Cutters, Com Shellers, Ac. 

Datis, Watsok k Co., Washington Machine Works/'— Corner Third street, 
nearEulroad Bridge — Capital $25,000. Raw mateiial used per year. $16,000. 
Manufactures $40,000. Employ twenty hands, at $2 per day. Engine twenty 
four horse power. Pitts' Patent Thrashing Machine, turn out two to three per 
week. 

John Annable k Sov, Screw Bolt Manufactory. — LeClalre st., near Third. — 
Make from 200() to 'MM) Bolts per day, besides Jobbing. Business for last 
year S3.U'J0. Kot much capital required in the business. 

Jkmmr, DoNNELf.Y & LtA, " Uavouport Iron Works." — Rock Island street, near 
Seconds — Engioe twenty horse power. Do a large business in heary machinery 
and house building castings. Capital $18,000. Raw material per year $1 5 .000. 
Value of manufaoturies, per year. $100,000. Employ fif^-five hands. Esta- 
blished 1856. Attached tc the establishment are a Blacksmith Shop, Brass 
Foundry, and Pattern Shop. One of the heaviest establishments of the kind 
in the State. 

S. MiLLiB, Machine, Jobbing, and Bepairing Shop. — Gaines St., near Second. 
TowHSiKD, Smith & Co. — Fourth street, opposite Catholic Cemetery. — ^En- 
gine eight horse power. Make Oscillating Engines, &c. 



*^ Mississippi & Missouri Railroa l Locomotive Works and Car Factory."— 
At Railroad Depot. — Engine sixty lior.se power. A. Kimball, Foreman of 
Machine Works ; M. Wrigut, Foremau of .Smithrv ; andS- W. Rcraer, Foreman 
of Car Works. Capital $54,000. Raw material, per year, $10,000. Esta- 
blished 1S5G. 

"LeClaire Machine Works," corner Front and Scott streets. — ^This is the 
oldest Foundry in town; was built by LeClaire & Davenport 'm 1851, and 
owned by them until 1858, when it was bought by Mr. Donahue, its present 
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proprietor, Tbe Machine Shop is leased by Towasend, Ilajs & Uo.. vriiile 
the Fonndryis carried on by Mr. Donahae. Capital $50,000^ Forty ban d 
at $a0.000 per anDum. Mannfactaree per year $160,000. Raw material per 
year $30,000. Engine tbirty borse power. 

W. Skikkeb & Co., " Davenport Plow Factory ."—Corner Rock Island and 
Third streeta. — Engine twenty borae power. This establisbment was started 
in 184$ by John Becbtel, better known as *^ JSfonesi Jt^kn*" It is now the 
largest establishment in the State, and has established a wide repatation for 
thp superiority of its -workmanship, aud the excellence of many improvements 
introduced by the inventive genius of Mr. Skinner, fie lias made man3' re- 
markable iind decided iiuprovetneuts in his line of business. Capital $25,000. 
Raw materiul, per annum, $20,000. Value of manufactures, per year, $45,000. 
Thirty hands, at $2 per day. Made last, year, 3,500 Plowd, 200 Cultivators, 
200 double and single Shovel Plows, Harrows Horse-rakes, kc. 

J. Whitson a Co., "Massillion Machine Works.'* — ^Front st, near Famam. 
Engine 20 horse power. Makers of Maeslllon Threshing Machines, kc 

LIVERT AND SALE BUSINESS. 

Pahkkh & Speartitg. — 18 J^ccon<l street, opposite LeClaire Row. — Forty 
horses, with proportionate number of Tehicles. Ilua two Omuibusisea aud oue 
foar horse Hack to DeWitt to connect G. I. & N. B. R. This is by far the 
largest LIrery establishment in the city, and possesses accommodations in its 
line of the very first character. They have some of the finest carriages, 
sleighs, and the most elegant tnrnonts in the West. It is a pleasure to notice 
the fact, that their efforts to obtain excellence in their department are fnlly 
appreciated by the public, as is evinced in the amount <^ business done by 
them. 

High & Co.— Harrison street, next, to Scott Hou^^e. — Twenty-five horses and 
other accommodations to matcii. The Messrs. High k Co. have heretofore de- 
servediy reaped a lar^a^ amount of j)ublic patronage, from the fact, that they 
never fail in their efforts to give fiHtisfaction. Their **rig8" are unexception- 
able, and their drivers the neplu9 ultra of the Jehu>ic stamp. For a tramp or 
a hunting tour across the glorions prairie-conntry back of our city, there is no 
better companion, lum vivantf or careful driver, than either of the gentlemen 
of the firm, as the author's experience can testify. 

H. Smith.— Alley opposite Post Office. — Twenty horses. . 

Thouson & Hill. — 55 Second street. — Fifteen horses, three carriages, six 
buggies, and two riding horses. 

J. J. SouEKs t Go.^BIain street, between Third and Fourth.~Six horses, 
two open and two top buggies, and one carriage. 

J. H. Oaup & Go. — Harrison street, between Second and Third. — ^Fonrteen 
horses, and eight carriages. 

84 
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There is also a LiTsrj and Sale stable in the Alley in rear of LeClalre House, 
besides one other stable in town. 

This business is perhaps one of the best paying in the West. Prioes range 
Arom three to five dollars per day^ for single horse and carriage, irlthont 
drivers ; and six to ten dolIarK with driver. Dcnble teams are from five to ten 
dollars per day, with or without driver. 

LUMBEB BUSIKBSS. 

iS. T. AlI(Bn, Saw Mill with Lath Machine. — Comer Warren and Front sts. — 
Engine forty horse power. Lately burned down. 

BusKBLL, GiUBT & Oo., Saw Mill, Sash, Door, and Blind Factory, with Lath 
and Shiogle Machine attached. — Comer Scott and Front streets. — Two engines, 
one<liundred horse power. Capital $126,000. Manufacture yearly 6,000,000 
feet Lumber, 8,000,000 Lath, 4,000,000 Shingles, at a total value of $160,000. 
Doors, Sash, and Blindf, per year, $15,000. Employ ninety hands, at an 
average of $1.66 per day. Established 1850. Machinery, two upright and 
two rotary saws ; can saw 50,00(1 feet per day, of twelve hour^^. 

Cannon L Fkentii, Saw and Plaining Mill, iSash, Door, and Blind Factory. — 
Ou Ptivcr near Myrtle street. — Engine eighty horse fiower. Capital $75,000. 
Employ eighty hands, three Salesmen, and one Bookkeeper, Real Estate 
:;i^50.000. Coal ol" jogs fur past year |^4,014,770 feet,) $43.6ii5. Labor for year, 
$18,000. Value of product from April 4th, 1857, to December 19th, 185V, 
$91,045. Sales for past year $112,202.88. Manufaetured from April 4th, '67, 
to December 19th, 1867, 1,721,100 Lath; sawed Shingles, 1,019,600; shaved 
Shingles, 696,000 ; Pickets sawed, 25, 400. Machinery, one Muley , one Rotary, 
one Lathing, and one Slab Saw ; Shingle Machine ; Norcross' Patent Planing 
Mill, for dressing Flooring; one Siding Saw, and Farwis' Patent Planing Mill 
for two inch lumber. 

OoTKS k Batiks, Lumber Dealers and Manufacturers of Sash, T)oorg, Blinds, 
and dressed Lumber. — Corner Harrison and Fourth street?. — Established 1851. 
Capital $75,000. Tbirty hands, at SI .r>U per day. Value of product for 1857, 
$61,715.28. Sale of lumber, Eamo year, $112,286.25. Eagine tweoty-iive 
horse power. 

N. Ebndall k Co., Saw Mill and Lath Machine. — Corner Front and Warren 
streets. — ^Engine thirty horse power. Capital $60,000. Raw material used 
per year, $40,000. Value of manu&etures $70,000. Labor $11,000. Thirty- 
fire hands. 

Bex WICK & SoK, Saw Mill, wltli L;ith, Shingle, and Stave Machines attached, 
— On Elver above Bailroad Bridge. — Engine forty lu rso power. Capital 

$50,000. Raw materifil, per year, $25,000. Thirty baud?, at $1,25, per day. 
Manufacture per year 3,000,000 feet Lumber, 2.u0O,0u0 Lath, 2,(}u0,000 Shin- 
gles, 1,000,000 barrel staves, 1, 000,0' )0 barrel heads. Macbint ry, nine Saws, 
one Heading Jilachine, one Joiutiug Machine, one iStave Machine, one Shingle 
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Machine. Established 1864. ITse no fdel bat saw diut. Yalae of product 
per year $60,000. 

Saicvbl Stakchb'ibi.d, Saw and Phtining Mill, Lath and Shingle Factory.-.- 
Main street, East Davenport.— Capital $20,000. Sawed last year 2,600,000 
feet, valued $20,000. Has a Planing Mill attached. 

S. Fvllbe's Lnmber Yard. — Comer Iowa and Fourth sts^ — Capital $10,000. 
Aggregate sales of sawed Lumber, per year, $25,000. Established 1656. 

MARBLE WOEKS. 

John Davis. — ^Perry street, north of Second. 
B. Wathax.— -Main street, near Second. 

W. H. GcTRRiE. — Msdn street, between Front and Second. — ^Makes Mantles, 
CemeMy Work, such as Montunents, Grave Stones, Cenotaphes, Spires, Tablets, 
lie, in the best style of the art. Mr. Guthrie's "work has deservedly given him 
a wide reputation throughout the West. Employs six men 

MILLINERY AND DUESS MAKING. 
Mbs. Jonbs. — ^Corner Second and Brady. 

Wellan & BAKKTt — Corner Brady and Second, over Crampton's Store. 

Mb, Tyler. — No. 6, Forrest Block. 

A. A. Crat.:pton. — Comer Brady and Second etreeta. 

E. A. MooEE. — No. 19 Second Street. 

Mas. B« BfifiwiCE. — ^No. dO Brady street. 

NUSEBIBS, 

H. S. FiyLET.— On Second street, vreet end of the city. — Mr. Finley com- 
menced this business in ^ and after Herculean etforts has sucoeeded in 
establishing one of the finest and largest uurseries in the West. 

PIANO FOBTBS. 

John ZimiisftaiAif. — Sixth street, between Iowa and LeClaire streets. — ^Flrst 
cla?^s establishment, and only one in city. Jttst completed ft splendid ixistm- 
ment for A. LeClaire, at. a cost of $1,000. 

PBINTEES AND PUBLISUEBS. 

LvsB, Lakb & Co. — ^No. 65 Perry street — ^The only Book Publishing House 
in the State. Capital $S0.000. Business for last year, $28,000. Employ 
20 to 25 hands ; viz.: in Bindery twelve, Composing Boom five, Press Room three, 

Store three. The size of this Establishment, and its enterprise in haying pio- 
neered book-publishing in Iowa, deserves a particular notice. They own and 
occupy a building, three stories, twenty feet front by ninety-six deep. 'Iheir 
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Press Room is furnished mth a CUronoiLeter Engiue of two horae power, one 
Medium Hoe Pre??, one Adams Piress, one Adams Card X^ress, and two Hand 
Presses. The Composing Room contains 412 founts of Type, 260 of which 
are placed in a BevolviDg Racic, a most ingenious and room-saTing ioventioQ 
by Mb. Chbstsr Babnbt, the Foreman of the Printing OfiSce. The Bindery 
has two Standing Presses, (made by S. 0. Shorey, of Davenport,) two Hikock's 
K;ilin-^ 3Tarl;iues, one Paging Machine, seven Hand Presses, and one Stabbing 
Machine. — They have published during the past year the Debates of the Con- 
etitntional Convention, in two lav^Q sized OCt. volumes of 600 pnges each, and 
aleo the Iowa Form JJook ; besides a multitude of Blank Books for nearly every 
County in tlie State, and for ni.^uy of adjacent State?. They have ample ia.- 
cilities for doinp: every kind of work as well and cheap as it can be done East. 
A large tStore Room is on the lower iloor, amply supplied with Stationery, 
Iiaw Blanks, and in short everything pertaining to the busmess. Established 
1854. 

Savdkbs & Bro., GaxeUe O^ke, See article on Press." 
John Johns, Jr., & Co., Jf^ews Qfftee. See article on Press.'' 
BicHABDSON & West, Democrat Offke, See article on Press." 
LiBCBBB & Co., Der IkmohraU See article on "Press.'* 

SIGN PAINTING. 

K. S. MooRB.— Third street near Ripley. 

Rvvus WxiOHT. — ^Post Office Building, up stairs.— Mr. Wright has done much 
to confer honor upon himself apart from excellence in his Sign Paintiog. He 
is a fine artist, and has executed some Portraits and Landscapes of high ex* 
eellence. Among his best works are a magnificent view of Davenport, (now 
being lithographed,) the "Banished Lord/' "Best at Eve," and the "Lost 
Children." Mr. Wright is still a young man, and possesses a most promising 
future. 

A. D. Jf^ki T., House, Sign, and Ornamental Painter.-- Third street, one 

door east of iiradj'. 

C. D. Glime. — Third street, near Brady. 

Cook & Bopkixs. — Main street, back of LeClaire House. 

'VViLLAun, dealer in Sabh, Doors and Blinds, and Sign and House Painter.— 
Corner Second and Harrison streets. 

SOAP AND CANDLBS. 

E. Abndt k BcBHB.— Foot of AInswortb street. 

H. RuGGS. — On Second, near Ainsworth Btreet.-^$8.000 per annum. 
Thomas Wotklbss. — On Blver, foot of Bridge Avenue. 
John C. Mattrks.— On River, below City Cemetry.— $25,000 per annum. 
Bmploys five men. 
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SODA WATER. 

John F. Millbb. — Second street, near (}aine8.-^Manafactare8 80($ bottles 
per day. 

T A I h O RING AND CLOTHING. 

E. H. Pabks & Oo.^Metropolitan Block. 

J. S. Dbake k Co., dealers in Clothing and Gents' Famishing Goods. — 

22 West Second strot-t. 

T. S. GcLBKRT, Draper and Tailor. — 5 Franklia Block. 

R. KiiAL'sE & Co. — ^McManus' Block, Second street. — ^Employs six men. 

N. HusKN. — il9 Second street. 

F. SoHNABSL. — ^Harrison street. 
P. L. CoNB. — ^Employs nine men. 
Latiubb. — ^Corner Brady and Third streets. 
Mbs. Stoddabi. — 82 Perry street. 

T AKKEBS. 

H. Winch. — On Eockingham Road.— $10,000 per year. 
Only one in town. 

TIN SHOPS. 

SiiiTB & RBKiiroToir.— 89 Second street.~CapitaI $8,000. Raw Material 
per year $10,000. This firm has done an increasing bnsiness for the year past, 
nearly donbling, notwithstanding tlie hardness of the times. 

Graham & Early. — 2*2 Front street. — Manufacture $5,000 worth per annum. 

Bruxn'er k Cassel. — 67 Harrison street. — Manufacturers of Smoke Stacks, 
Mill and Engine Machinery, and general Tin Jobbery. 

WicKKRSHAM k Williams. — 4 Barrows' Block. — Ca^^ital $o,0U0. Product 
per year $12,000. 

TTNDBRTAKBR. 

I. Hat.l. — Brady street) near Third. — ^Only one in town, and eminently Utted 
for the position. 

UPHOLSTERT. 

JouN Betts. — Second street, between Rock Island and Third. 
L. Waeppner.. — Second street. 
J. LBnBBa£££EB. — Third street. 

VIXEGAB MAKERS. 



Amouis IzBN. — Corner Front and Brown street8.~1000 barrels per annum. 

♦ 

* - - — 
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WATCHES AND JEWELRY. 

A. C. &LLON & Co.~8 LeClaire Eow. 

W. R, Li»DS«Y.>— Brady street. — ^EogrBver, Repairer, &c 

J. GPvEvsMrEHL. — Second street, near Ilarrison. 

Wallace & ImAhhB, dealers in Mnsioal Instmmeiits, Watches, itc. — 24 

Second street. 

Wm. Kkfky. --Second street, near Ripley. 

H. Langmack. — Second street, between Main and HarriBon* 

R. k J. NxLsoir.— 60 Brady street 

Appropriate to the present article is the Report of the Board of Trade, 
made at the close of IS&Y, irhioh sums np the various matters of business, 
expressed in detail by the foregoing. 

RBPORT OF THB DAVBNPORT BOAKB OF TB.ADI&* FOB. 1897« 

The footings in some of the principal branches of trade for the year endiog 

December 31st, IPr)*!, show an aggregate for the business in the same of 
$14,435,812.24. Of Ibis amount $S,r,s9,714.28 has been Banking and Ex- 
change; $2,628,602.07 sales of Merchandise ; $L lD8,Ut)U.oO sales of Graia 
and rru\ isious; ^3n8;OO0.oOs!iles of Consigniuerits and Forwarding ; $751,030.00 
Mauufaeturing not estimated in sales j $450,029.00 i'reight and Cartage j 
$555,40G.S9 Lumber, Doors, Sash, &c. 

The Banking department shows an aggregate of $6,616,^87*34 for Exchange, 
and $1, '923,006 .94 for Discounts. 

The sales of Merchandise, together with the stock on hand, show as follows : 

Agricnltiirul Imptemeots, $ 25,000 00 $ 12,CN30 00 

Boots and Shoes, 72,000 00 U4,000 00 

, r, ;Ovs. ^VaU Paper, etc, S4,ooo oo liooo oo 

Biikery, Confectionery, «tc., 8,04X) 00 3.0O0 00 

ClothiD{; 1C4,T00 00 fSl',m< 00 

Dry G^khIs, 600,902 57 164,500 00 

Furniinre, MatEaues, Oarpetljig^ Hd.OOO 00 44,300 00 

Grocerie 771,800 00 16S,000 00 

Hardware, Iron, and Naila,. 264,500 00 120,600 00 

Bats, Capfl, and far, 34,000 00 14,000 00 

Jewelry, watches, etc., ..*** 27,000 00 1^00 00 

Lcntlier iiinl SailiU: ry ILudwaio 87.("i00 00 24,200 OO 

Milliaery,. 42.0: 0 uO 12,700 00 

Drugs, Paints, Oils, etc.,... 70.''0:i OQ Cd,nijO 00 

Queeusware, • 25.000 00 I»,OUO 00 

BtovL>t>, Houso Fiu-ni6hing,e«€.,*» 12&,0oo 0() 44,000 00 

Assorted Meichaodise, 116,200 00 1^700 00 

TobaiHso and Oigam, 5u ,000 oo 14,000 00 

Wines and Liqaore,. 13,600 00 7,000 00 

Tbtal Stock on band, $818^700 00 

Owing to the monetary difficulties, which came down upon as so suddenly 
in Octoher, there has been a fiokUing off in all branches of trade. In no de- 
partment have tlio ilgnres been so affected as in the Banking. Daring sixty 
of the last ninety days, Exchange has not been procurable at any price, or 
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cmder any circamBtances, ezoept in very small wamn. NotwlthstandiDg this, 
oar local business liaa suffered far less diminution than was at first appre^ 
bended. 

With an encourrxfring: nctivity in tbeir aflHurs and operations, our merchants 

have slowly, but steadily, met their liabilities at home and abroad, with a 

111 atiift station of promptness that, under the circumstances, has received the 

hearty approbatiou of their corre5}>ondeat8, and preserved intact the high 

stHuding tbey have previously maintained. 
Careful inquiries bave developed the fact beyond dispute that, dorinj^ the 

last few months, we have bad important accessions to our trade, from various 

sections of the country hitherto tributary to other points. It is presuming 

very little to say, that the acquaintances thus formed, cannot but result mu- 

tualiy advantageous. Whether the first introduction was the result of purely 

superior inducements in stock and prices, which onr merchants are ever ready 
to offer, or mnrc directly the effect of the local currency, that has been so ex- 
clusively the figent of our transactions, is not left for deciision here, an<l indeed 
It i» uu matter, having gained so much of a point, it only remains to re- 
tain it. 

The high price of exchange has operated more manifestly upon the stocks of 
grocers, in the articles of coffee, sugar, and molasses, and has maintained the 
price of these articles, at quoiations much above the ordinary margin between 
this and Eastern and Southern markets. The indications being favorable for 

a speedy equalization of funds, we may reasonably hope for an improvement 

in these articles, and a cor'-esponilinff increase of sales of the same. 
The estimates of Grain auii rrovloiona exhibit as follows: 

VALUI. 

JiUglielg Wbdat, 1,019,000 $&09^U)0 

Btuhels Bartey, 34.0()0 13,000 

Barrels Hour 175,800 879,000 

Tods shipped etuff, etc 8,640 129,600 

Bushels Potatoeg, 20,000 6,000 

Bushels Onions, 25,000 12,500 

Barrel-! Pork 3,o00 52,0<J0 

licroes B^con, 1,S80 a2,0<K> 

Of the wheat received during the comprised period, there was manufiwtured 
into flour eisrht hundred and seventy-nine thousand bushels*. 

The number of Hogs paoked at this point was thirteen thousand. 

The estimated value for the same, after allowing for the wheat, etc., manu- 
factured, is $1,158,000. 

The Commission and Forwarding Busine??, -with an aggregate Of $85B,000, 
shows an advance of freight and charges of $i5U,U00. 

The foUowiog list of different branches of manufacture shows for 

Agricultiual Implements, J 4"i.i:r.o 

Boati and Shoes 

Book liju Hug. I'rinting, etc, 108,t.K)0 

Bakerieti auU \joDfcction&ry,....«....... ?f),*JOO 

Clothing, 28,000 

Cai'imgcs, Wagons, etc.,. 87,000 

furniture and Matra^Kes,. 67,000 

Plows, Castings, and Iron Work, 206,000 

Paints* Oils, etc.,. ^OOO 

Store ITariiiBhiiig, etc., .......*..* 10.000 

OooperHge, lo5,iyo 

I,i!iiilu r. f=.i.--h, ■Uf., 2;<o,lo4 

i'luui', loLii, uLu.,. ii^i^iMQ 

Hog Product , 113,715 

Sundry Maoutactui'&s, 3*2,909 
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In no year have the crops of the country beeu more abuntlant than the 
present, yet owing to Uie prreat falling off in price, aa compared with the 
former years, the receipts have la,iieu far short of the amount due. During 
the early months of the year, pricea ranged at a point that offered great la- 
dnoements to the producer, and large quantities of seed were planted. 

The exuberant crop, with a felling off in demand, followed bj the financial 
troubles, created such a sudden and heavy diminution of price, as to induce 
growers of grains to sell no more than they were compelled to do. 

The opening year, howerer, offering no assurance of an improyement, there 
has been an increased disposition to sell, and consequently a marked Improve- 
ment in receipts. 

There are few points la the West where the manufacture of flour is more 

largely engaged in. 

The value of this deparhiu'nt nloue approximates one million dollars, while 
the brands oi the diiiereut mills enjoy an enviable reputation in foreign 
markets. 

The crop of barley promised a greut abuiidanco, but the result of heavy 
rains at the period of early harvest was a bitter disnppointment and loss to 
the formers, and a greatly deteriorated quality of grain. Much of the gather- 
ing has been grown or dampened, so that the prices have ranged from the low 
quotation of twenty cents per bushel to fifty cents per bushel. 

In common with other sections of the country, there has been an extensive 
disease among Neoshannock potatoes. Pinkeyes appearing the most healthy, 
have been most sought after. Large quantities have been exported, but stim- 
ulated by the excessive prices of last spring, the crop was heavy. There 
are many held in the country. In the hopes of advaneed prices upon the re- 
sumption of navigation in the spring. 

An important and distinctive feature in our list of productions, is the cul- 
ture of onions. The annual crop is largely in excess of any other point in the 

TVest, and indeed enters crfditably into competition with the great district Of 
Wetherslleld, so long famous for onions. Jn no soil is the crop p:rovrn moro 
easily, profitably, or satisfactorily. The averac:'e price for the year has been 
fifty cents per bushel, with a total receipt of t w tuty-fivo thousand bushels. 
The shipments have been liberal with a fair stock on hand. 

The Hog crop at this point has never assumed the importance that has 
characterized the same at other places of some lo&a size. Operations have 
been co^ifined to a few dealers, so that competition has never been sufficient 
to raise prices, or invite a supply exceeding the demand. There is no State 
better adapted for the raising of stock and culture of the necessary food than 
our own. Fertile, well watered, with almost limitless extent of natural pas- 
tures, and a soil responding generously to the rudest advances of cultivation, 
but a few years will elapse before wc will assume that importance in this par- 
ticular we are eminently qualified to maintain; it is but little to anticipate 
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that the saperiority of oar position and adrantages irill largely Identify na 
vith such a resalt and make this city an extensire depot of provisions. 

The Commission and Forwardiag Business, wbioh this year shows an aggre- 
gate of over one«third of a million, is rapidly incret^lng in importance. As 

the Mi?sissippi and Missouri Railroad is extended, so will onr products in- 
crease, and the same, whether seeking an Eastern or Southern naarket, must, 
on traaahipment here, give employment to a large amount of labor and 
means. 

MANUFAOIU&ES. 

The solid growth and importance of a city is admitted by all political econ- 
omists to be based upon the manufacturing interest contained tberun — and 
while we are deficieat in none of the elements necessary for the growth and 
success of a great mart, it is mostly upon oar unequalled facilities for mann- 

factnres that our anticipations of the future are based. 

Favored as we are by nature in our location, with every advantage for the 
convenient association of the different agencies required in the transformation 
of raw material into the necessaries of society, it requires only the most 
casual observation to discern our fatnre ioaportance ; scarcely one stranger 
passes without being impressed with this great fact, while to those who give 
mere attention to the sabject, favorable results geometrically increase. 

Already we have attained importance ; already we have arrested and given 
employment to capital seeking profitable investments. The success that has 
attended efforts already begun, connected with the facility of furnishing the 
raw material — ^be it Lead from our own borders, Copper from Superior, Iron 
from i\Iissouri, Lumber from Wijconsin or Michij^an, Hard Wood from Indiana, 
Cotton from Souiliern States, all of which can be brought to our door without 
resbipment. added to Coal Ibr fuel from meadows and fields whereon we raise 
abundant supplies of food for the thoussands whose labor is transformiug the 
crude materials we gather — cannot fail to favorably attract the attention of 
the capitalist and citizen, and induce to a citisenship among ns, a portion of 
the best talent and energy of the country. Already are we conceded the 
superiority of manufacturing facilities, and already is a wide area of territory 
dependent upon us for those supplies we can more economically produce than 
import. Ervery mile of Bailroad that is completed to the West, as well as 
every acre of raw prairie that is broken for cultivation, incr<»8es our manu- 
facturing importance ; in no age has the march of emigration been more 
rapid and continual, and in no case has a larg-er percentage of population 
accumulated than in our own .State ; legitimate causes j)roduce legitimate re- 
Bults. No city has had a more r;i]»id. vigorous, and continued improvement 
tbau our own, and no improvement has been founded npon a more permanent 
basis, viz manufactures. 

There is scarcely a branch of this class of industry that might not be en- 
tered into successfully. Mills, machine shops, etc., are already established, 

85 
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ypt these can be duplicated and tbe supply not excert he demand. Cotton 
and woolen milU, paper nianafactarers, foundrice* shops for agricaliural ini- 
plementfi, and all the Tarlons kinds of handicraft will meet a welcome and 
a support apon the occfision of their advent. 

Here the expense of living is Tno(1erntp, ntid the price of renl estate govorncd 
by il» value for aciunl xise; for thv proftrietor. urui^tiiilinl of ^e^idf^Iu•e 

pn'!?ent themselves, while tlio nit cbtinic nud lubortr can fitid itbuiidont plncos 
fur a borne, at terms to suit ihe most limited meaos; for tLc purposes of 
business do city h»s a site superior, while few can eqna) our own. 

The estimate for Lumber, bhows tbe following .^ggr^^^g tes: 

The receipts tMT« been In Uet, » . .22.21A,tn6 

Tfii* DiinilN'r of liitli rpo'ivi'fl nwl iiiunufnrtiuv«U., 6.796a 00 

iinti her EfhiiiRli^fi received aiid ininiufomirt^l 5,2 4,7dO 

The uiimber l*kkeu mniiniiictureil, * • *. 31,468 

Of the receipts fourteen million srven hundred arid seventy-five thoufsnd 
two hundred and sixteen feet have been by rivor, and seven million four 

hundred and thirty-eight thous'flnd feet by niilnmd. 

The amount of fioighl fttid charg«>3 paid hi^re for the ypir have bef-n 
$450,029 00. Of this tlic amount of rrtilroad efaarge*; wa» $401,110.00. Aud 
the amount (.f livcr cbargt'S was if;4S.oo9.(jO. 

The aggregate exports and imports for the same time have been, as nearly 
as can be af*certained, ninety* three thousand six hundred and eighty- three 
tons. Of this amount forty thousand five hnodred and eighty. four tons are 
exports, and fifty-three thousand and ninety^nine tons imports. Of the ex- 
ports thirty-four thousand one hundred and fifty-seven tons were by railroad, 
and six thousand four hundred and twenty*«>even by river. Of the imports 
forty-seven thousand and twenty-nine tons were by railroad, and six thou»'and 
and seventy tons hy river. Total river tritvnnge, twelve th<ni>-and four hundred 
and ninety ifeven. Total railroad tonnage, eiglity>oue ihousaoU oue hundred 
and eighty-six. 

The whole number of gtenmbont a rivils and departures have been one 
thousand five hundied and eighty &evi>u. Of this number nine hnndred and 
sixty have been boats running to tbb point exclusively, and six hundred and 
tweotj'Seven transient b«>at8. 

The number of boats that have passed the railroad bridse is one thousand 
and sixty *seven; and the number of rafts six hundred. The number of col- 
lisions of boats with the bridge has been twenty five; of which eight sustained 
injury, and seventeen sustained no injury. The number of rafta colliding with 
the bi-i<ige has been thirty; of which about two*thirds sustained ii jury, and 
one-third no injury, fn no case was the injury sustained serious, with the 
exceptioti of a iew raft?. 

The river op'^ned on ThursdMv. February -iOth, the ice moving slightly. It 
again beciime gorged on the 2Sih, and remained stationary until March 25th, 
wi^eti it again broke loose, and permitted boats to reach the landing Tbe 
Urdt boat of the season was the Fire Canoe, and half an hour later the Cone- 
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wrtgo. The first boat that pa?.«ed the bridge was the Conewago, bound up ; 
and the last lioat the Crenionia on the 25! h of December, buuini down. Ua 
the 2r>lh of March ihe lei commenced regular trips for the season. 
Up to the time ol closing this report, the river kas uoi fruzea orer at this 

pOJDt. 

The first faft passed down the 18ch of March, and the last one the 18kh of 
November. 

Of the rafts passing down the bridge more than oae^half were manafact- 
ured lumber. 

It is a matter of interest to note the comparative magnitude of the river 

and railroad biisirie?.^ of the citj-, and llie st.ttpments assume greater interest, 
ill counection with the sir uj^ irill u'iuu! thai has beeu e.xerteij Cor the removal 
of this important conuection between great £aslera and Western oTerland 
thuroQgkfares. 

St. Louis, with a greatlj prep 'uderating river over railroad baslness, attri- 
butes to this bridge, the greatest injury her business has received. The ad- 
mission calls attention to the fact, that an immense interest has found a more 
favorable and profitable accommodation than b fore ; an interest that is dally 
increasing, and if not at prt^ent, soon will become of greater importance than 
the inconveniences presence! to any oppi sing interest. In this view, and aside 
from any local benefits that may accrue, it would seem to any bat the most 
selfi.'ih pr«gudice, a retrogressive poacy iiia would disturb so great a general 
go.'>d. 

There has been received here during t' e year by railroad: 

Luiiibt-r, in feet • ...7,428.000 

ShUiglus ...*.. • .3,370,0 JO 

UMlliOad lr>i« (oiit * 1,593 

CimU luua, ia,09S 

Oat*. bn4' He * * 33,843 

Burify, bn^heU 4,688 

Corn, bu<»li«U • 76,834 

Wh«at, banlivis 183,*^ 

Pork, ills 8.!-2.nS5 

?uik. i.liH , a,9j6 

Mucin u.'iy, lU. l$3.-ia6 . 

B»rreU <.a' l!'i'«ur....... 4^410 

Woul, • • • 18^d 

Of the above the entire esiiuiates for Lumber, Shingles, Bailroad Iron, Coal, 
and Corn were received by the Chicago and Rock Island llailroad. And the 
entire amount of Wheat, Pork, Flour, and Wool, was received by the Missis* 
sippt and Missouri Railroad. The remainder was received as follows: Bj 
Chicago and iiock Inland Railroad, Oats 29,380 bushels. Barley 2 316 bushels. 
By Mississippi and Missouri Railrond, 0 its 4,46S bushels, Barley *2,372 bushels. 

In addition to this there haa beeu paa^ied over the Miiuissippi and Missoari 
Bailroad : 

Bamilf of Floitr 29,802 

Bo'<h«"ls «if I'ljtiiiiH-- .......•..*.*•.*» '2,'yjQ 

Bush 1 1 of J-Aie, i 3 jO 

lJu-li Is of Cdi ii , if,258 

Uuiua- of WfiuAi man 

Poundi uf Wool. 2S,41d 
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The total number of pounds passed over this road, for the yef\r, hns been 
one hundred and thirty million six imndred and mn«tj-fi?e thousand five 
hundred and sixty, six pounds. 

While the receipts by river have been large and interesting, no rclifiblo 
records of the diilerent articles esist upon ^hich tables can be founded. The 
amount of Lumber received in feet has besn fonrteen million seTen hundred 
and seveDtjofive thoasand two hundred and sixteen. 

The following is a list of a portion of the exports bj river and railroad: 

BI\rER. JUIUtOAS. VOVAL. 

Bubels Wbeat, 80,072 57,d36 M.008 

Bmbela Barley, • 1S,888 2,279 20;667 

Biurrelsflonr, 19,Sld 86.5 9 106.319 

Tuns Coal - 6,647 6,647 

Fi'f t LuiuL^ r, 9,000 16,03y.H2 1^,0 tS 112 

Pliingli!-, 5,890,000 5,^^0,000 

In addition to the above, there has been shipped from this port as follows : 

BiLHhfls OuioTiFJ,. 1'>.520 

Unshcls 15:irl,.y, .,l':!.-72 

Bushels Corn M«al, * 1,400 

Bosbola Oatg, 976 

Tons Snip Sttifl; 976 

BarrelsLard, 207 

PackiiRC!^ V.vAh'v. 138 

Tierces iiacou^ L2gO 

I^aircUPorl^ l,o72 

Hides........ 1,T13 

Wagons and Carriages,. • * 26 

Barrels Fniit^ • 32 

Packnges Furnitarft,.......*.. OCl 

PackRgea Merchandise, 1,665 

Packages OrooerioB, 860 

Packages Qtieens ware, • 68 

Packages Hard ware, 659 

Packages PIoavs. , 567 

Tudkdp^e AgricuUtu-al Implementfl, b'ilH 

Bundles Santi, 90 

Pork Barrels, 254 

Sack Seeds, 100 

Sack Wool, U 

Bales Qunniesy 291 

I. P. CUATES, 
Seeretaty qf Board of Trade, 

Datimpobt, Iowa, January Ist, 1858. 
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CHAPTEE XXVIII, 



HOTEIjS. 



BT7BTIS HOUSE. 

Loeated on corner of Iowa and Fifth 6treets.~Dr. J. J. Bubtis, Proprietor, 

This house is bj far the best Hotel in the West, and in deed contra'lictioa 
is challenged, when it is asserted, that the '*Bartis House for elegance, ac- 
commodation, beantj of strnotnre, and in all its details, is inferior to no Hbose 
in the United States. For this last reason a particular description will not be 
deemed amiss, and will farthermore taXij eyidence the assertion of its superi- 
ority. 

The <*Bttrtis Hotise*' is a simple Dining Boom, surrounded on three sides 

by Parlor?, Halls, Bedrooms, Closets, &c., rising to the height of five storie?, 
including basement. The whole structure is 118 feet on Filth street, and 109 
feet on Iowa street. The Diuing' Room is 3y by 81 feet, supported by iron 
columns, and magnificently frescoed by Messrs. Patterson & Hildebrund. 

In the Basement there is the Engine Boom, containing an engine of thirty- 
five horse power, which, in connection with one of Worthington's pumps, 
forces the water to a tank in the fifth story, from which in hot and cold jets 
it is distributed to every Hall in the house. The boiler in this room was 
made by Walworth, Hubbard Co., of Chicago. The boiler, steam and 
gas fitting, and plumbing, was made by Mr. Merwin of this city. There are 
rIso upon this floor a Laundry Room, veined by stenm T)ipcs; a Restaurant, 
Billiard Room, Bar Room, Smoliinp Room, Barber Shop, Bath Room, and three 
Store Rooms, together with a multiplicity of smaller rooms, closets, &c.« un- 
necessary to mention. 

On the first floor is found the Rotunda, a mai-l)Ic-floored, lofty, and roomy 
arrangement, with trumpets, bells, &c., beautifully frescoed, together with three 
imposing stair cases, leading respectiTelj to the Ladies, Gents, and other 



278 



DAVEKPOBT 



rooms aHore. It oommanicates by wide Halls with the Ladies and Gents' 
Parlors on this floor« with external eutrnnces, and with the stairways above 
alluded to. Upon thi^ floor are also the l>iQli«g Room (by far the rooHt splen- 
did specimen of architectural beauty in the Wesl») Beading Room, Ladies Par* 
lors with folding doors, Wash and Private rooms, the latter projected in all 
particulars similar to those of St. Nicholas Hotel, New York Citjr. 

Passing from this floor to the second, by either of the beautifully constructed 
staircases, one is compelled to admire the work of Mr. Wnlker, one of the best 
Srairway Bu5!<krs in the We^t. On the spcond floor are Parlors, with bed- 
rooms nitached. Liticn closete, suits of bed-room!» and i)nTlors attached for 
the use of several lamilies. The serviuiis rooms lue (ietucbed from other 
parts of the boii5»e, and like evcy otlicr room in the hoii-se, are well wnrnud 
and ventilated. Ettch rooiu is warmed by sLcaru, and tooking is doue by Ibe 
same means. Every room is lofty, and fVom most of them magnificent views 
of Bluff or River scenery are obuduable. The Dining Room, occu]i> ii;g as it 
does the centre of the house, is lighted from front, rear and t^k^ light. Its 
being located in the precise spot it is, makes it a -vast improve ment over every- 
thing else of the kind. The Rotunda is in all respects a fine specimen of de- 
sign and fluisb, and succcssfdlly challenges comparison. 

There are 150 sleeping rooms In the bouse ; basement 18 rooms ; first floor 
18, excUiHve of the Rotunda ; and the remainder of the rooms are dt&triboTed 
on the floors above. The House itself is on the Railroad, and but a f«w steps-- 
frum the Depot, thus saving to travelers the espenne of Omnibus bill. 

In concluding the notice of the **Rurlis Honse,*' it is but justice to the 
excellence of the parties to state, thnt the head builder is Mr. Wm. Puole; 
the i)laj>ter(rs Messrs. Katubo k Crimp; J. il. Morton, Painter; John IJillar, 
Sione iluj'on ; .MeManus & Wilkinson, Brick Musons; the marble fiuoring- b? 
Ed. Wathan ; and the Iroa Castings bv Jumrae, Dunneil^ & Lea. The whole 
superstructure was designed by Br. Burtis, assisted in part by Mesbr^s. Under- 
wood & Cochrane, and *' last, but not least/' by Mr. Carroll. 

In regard toDK.BcBTis but little need bo said-— as former Lessee of LeClaire 
House," and of the house in Lezington, Mo., he gained a reputation for man- 
agement in the Hotel business, which no eulogj can heighten. There is but 
a small share of western travel for a few years back, that has not been in- 
debted to Dr. Burtis for those gentlemanly and hospitable attentions that tend 
so much to lessen the discomforts of travel, and to ameliorate the hardships 
of absence from home. 

The Furniture, which is of the very best qimlity, wag furnished in New 
York. Matlrasses, Linen, Bedding, Carpets, &c., of A. T. Ste-wHrt; Table 
Furniture from Hiiujfhout & Co.. 488 Broadway, New York; and the other 
aniclos from various other ef^lHbl.sijmeuts. 

Ti whole house is lighted by Gas, and in every respect superior to any 

olii&r in the United 8iuies. 
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To omit adding that Dr. Bortis possfeeo^ ns his assistant Frank ReDdrick, 

wonM be to leave unpaid one of the most valuable facts ia r(>gard to th^ 
"liurti^ noii<3e." To fill wlio kiiovr him, ndtliing need be i«aid, in regwrd to bis 
quaiificutiuQS — to others it need merely be said, that he is — a geiiUeuiAH. 



Leclatre house. 

This House is f-o well know n to the traveling communitv, tbat nnr notice of 
it is almost su[ieifluous. It wns built in 18:^9, ftt a cost ot $85,000, by Antoine 
LtClaire, and was at the time a luarvel of beauty and uiiignitude ; and was 
notexe«1kd anywhere io the Missi*tippi Vallej?, It was for a time Davcupfji t 
proper, — ^inasmuch as it was the rallying point for all residents of the ciiy, and 
during tbe Summer was a resort for viMtors ttom St. Louis and other southern 
cities, who came here with their families to ruralize, hunt, escape warm 
weather and yellow fever. 

It was first taken by Mr. Hulse, then Chapman, next Miller, then Dr. Bortis, 
(the present proprietor of tbe late finished Burtis HouseJ and is now kept 
by Me."<sr3. Butteraan, Swits & Schuyler. 

Tbe arrival^ for the pn^t vear have averaged thirty-fi?e per day, and the 
average of regular boarderti has been about seventy. 

W 0 R D E N HOUSE. 
On Third Street, between Rock Island and Perry streets. 
Thii* Rouse, now a very popular one, has undergone some remarkable trans- 
formntioiis. li was originally a Nunnery, then a dweiling, n third rate hotel, 
and tinaUy under the enteiprihiag nuuiiigcnH nt ol' its present proprietor. A. H. 
CoLR. Esq., it has assumed the proporiiuutj, comfoj t.s aud apput untuices of a 
first-class House. Number of boarders forty-five. liumoer of rooms sixty. 

NEW PENNSYLVANIA HOCTSB. 
0. Dates, Proprietor. 
This House on the comer of Iowa and Fourth streets, has lately been largely 
increased in size. It is built of stone and its dimensions are sixty-four feet 
front, one hoadred and thirty feet deep and five stories in height, and contains 
one hundred and two rooms. Number of boarders one hundred and twenty. 
It baa one of the best wells attached to it in the city, being cat through solid 
rock to the depth of 150 feet, at a cost of $1,000. Tbe gentlemanly proprie- 
tor, Mr. Davi^ is a veteran in tbe business, and has long been id<*ntified with 
the haziness of Hotel Keeping in Davenport. He is one of the oldest settlers, 
and destrvtdly etijnys a litrge amount of public patronage. Attached to the 
batiemeat is a Billiard and Refresbm >nt Saloon. 



FARMERS' HOTEL. 
William AxVOBRSon, Proprietor.— 7 ti Second street. 
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DENTON HOUSE. 

Corner Third and Iowa streets^ — ^Bbnj. Bbntok, Proprietor. 

Size fifty^seven by sixty-four. Forty rooms, and accommodation for one 
hundred boarders. This pcpular house is kept on Temperance principles, — 
has a barber-shop attached. Hb. Dsnton U from Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and is 
deservedly liked by his many friends. 

IOWA HOUSE. 
E. L. LiHDLBY, Proprietor.— 68 Second street. 

MECHANICS' HOTEL. 
William Eosbbt, Proprietor. — Bock Island, between Fifth and Sixth streets. 

KEYSTONE HOUSE. 

J. K. ilHODES, Proprietor.— On Harrison street, between i'ront and Second. 
Sixteen rooms. Boarders average forty. 

CHICAGO HOUSE. 
F. Steiner, Proprietor.— Corner Main and Front streets. 
Sixteen rooms. Can accommodate thirty boarders. 

OLD PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE. 
Second street, between Main and Harrison. — W. Davis, Proprietor. 
Sixteen rooms. Can accommodate twenty-five boarders. 

MEBEITT HOUSE. 
Jas. Mb&bxtt, Proprietor. — Main street between Second and Third. 
Twelve rooms. Average fifteen boarders. 

HOTEL HAISCH. 
F. Haisou, Proprietor. — Front street, between Harrison and Main. 
Sixteen rooms. Average thirty boarders. 

UNION HOUSE. 
Jos. LvDSKSCHBE, Proprietor. — On Front street, between Mun and Brady. 
Eighteen rooms. Average thirty boarders. 

STEFFEN'S BOABDINO HOUSE. 
Corner Second street and Washington Square. 
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SCOTTHOUSE. 

Oorn0r Harrison and Front streets.-^. J. Hvkphbbt, Proprietor* 

Sice 50 bj tOD feet, fonr stories high, one hundred rooms. Average sfxtj 
boarders This hoaae has one of tbe finest locations in the oitj. It fl'onts tbe 
River and comniiii'ids a view of Rock Island CUj, tbe Island, Fort Armstrong, 
Mississippi Bridge, and a long stretch of beaatiful scenery up and down tbe 
River. It is the nearest point to the Steamboat Landing, and possesses in its 
elegADt structure, fine view, excellent accommodatioo, and worthy landlord} 
high o1 iims to the patronage of the pnblie. Board $1.50 per day for trsnsienty 
and $6.00 to $8.00 per week for permanent boarders. 



86 



282 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



RELIGIOUS- 



FmST PRESBYTERIAN CHUBCH. 

Eftahlishod in the Sprinp of 1838: Pa?tor, James D. Mason; Memlwre,one 
hnndrpd ni.d nirictj; Cliuich. fWiy-flv« by peventy feet, witli basfment; Sun- 
day Scliool, Hhou( one hundred pupils; Volutnea ia Library, eight hundred 
aud I'ortj-one. 

DAVENPORT CON GREG ATIONAL CHURCH- 

Thi« Church was organised on the 30th day of July, 1880, by Rey. Albert 
H&'e, now pastor of a Presihyterirtn Church in Spriofifield, lllii ois^ and then 
Agent of tbe " Americaii H<>me Mi!*«ionary Society." Two Congreffiitinnal 

Churches tlien ixli-ted in the Tertitorv of Tcwh, th'^se of iVnm^jk Hnd Dun- 
ville. 1'be PHme year a Conprrgatii nnl Churoli was toi iii< d in Finrtield, and 
the next year one at F.ireaington. Tlu'se are tlit; livo dldt'st Coiipivg^liuiiiil 
Oiiuri hes) io the iSlHte. The original menibirs of this* Cliurch were twelve in 
number. All bninght letters from other Char* hes— two from the First Con« 
gregational Chnreh in Qiiincy, IUinol»; three from the First Congregtttional 
Church iu Bralileboro,' Vermont; f»or from the First Prehhyterian Church iu 
Qalesburg, niiuui:^, and three from the First Presbyteriau Church in Daven* 
port. MIsMonary explorers had reported a tawu here of "five hundred" 
people, and that Ste/fhenton" in Illinois* had "six hundred.*' Those who 
united in the new Church organixati^ n were, at (lie time, sustaining » Sabbath 
School and a Pt'Hjer Meeting. " Pi'iiiciples, By Liiws, Articles of Faith, and 
ft Cuvennnt," were adopted, (Mr. flale in the Chnii.) and two deacons elected. 
In nil iliese tbiiijiii ihe prtitern of tlu' Ortlnxldx l^ai iian Churches of Nt-w Kiig- 
hiiid was fjllowed. At fir-'t, sermons vveie I'end liy one of the deacon?, on 
tbe Sitbbutb, iu a roum kwed for |>u61iu worship. Tbe tir^^t urUtiined munisier 
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wh<> prenchf d ro thorn was Uct. J. P Stuart, of Stephenson, tfr 8. wm com- 

mu^«$ioncd by the Auk i-h in llttme Mis-iou«ry SocUty for ** Stephenson and 
vicMiify" ill August 18;it>, and preached in Divenport, as part of tliat "vicin- 
ity." (Vom July, 1810, In tlip 'beginning of winter, in Septenibtrr, 1 S H , a call 
wMs exfeti'led to the llev. RtMila'ii Giylord, since pastor at Danville, now at 
OairtiiH Ci(^, N. T., which vms not ftccepted. The same niotitb, Rev A. B. 
HiK-bcock, from the Theoluglcal Department of Yale College, wa» invited to 
minisier to the Cbarch, atxl cominissioDed the American Home llissionarj 
Society as a inbsionary for this place. The Gharoh then nambered fifteen or 
eighteen members. Mr. tlitchcock remained till September 1848, when he ac- 
cepted an invitation to take charge of a Church at MoUoe. Daring his minis- 
try thirty two members wtre received. In 1844, Rev. E[ihraim Adams, of 
Mount Pleasant* was invited to minister to the Church, and commissioned in 
K(>veraber of that vear. Mr. Adams wh3 in^t^ilU'd some time in the gnmmerof 
1847 as pistor, — the first pti^tor. Tl)e ("hnrch wrts aMed hv tho American 
Iloin^i Missionary Society in sustninitijj; its miru>*ter till November, IS-'i'i. Mr. 
A<iani? cotitinueil pnstor till 1Sj5. Durinfj bis ministry one hundred and 
scveoty-eight persons were added to the Church, fi>rty-.Heven of whom united 
at the communion in March 1855. the last preceding Mr. Adam's resignation* 

The present pastor commenced his labors in June, 1853, was called to the 
pastorship in November of that year, and installed January 2d, 1856. During 
his ministry one hundred and thirty-two persons have been received to the 
Church. It now numbers two hundred and forty members. 

Others, besides those mentioned above, have ministered to the Ch arch for 
shorter periods of lime; amon? them Rev. Oliver Emerson, Jr., for inaDj 
ycHrs i-ifice pastor nt Sfibnhj, durin^r nurnV)or of nmnths in 1841, 

The pUce of worship haj; been .^-everal times changed. The Ghnrch was 
organized in the i>niall £icUool building on tbe west side of Main street, near 
Fourth, and opposite St. Anthony's, Catholic Church. Afterward, Sabbath 
service was held at the foot of Harrison street, on the Levee, then at the foot 
of Brady, then on Harrison, near Fourth, and then in the Main Street School 
Himse again. The present Church building, on Fifth street, was erected In 
1814. It has been enlarged twice<~in 1852, and in 1855. Its original dimen- 
sions were twenty .eight feet by thirty-eight ; present size, forty by sixty 'two 
feet. 

The Charcb owu^ three conlignons lots on the corner of Fifth and Mam 
street — on one of which the.pbice of wor.-hip now stands — extending, in all, 
one huri lred and nincty-two feet on Fifth street, by one hundred and fifty feet 
on Miiin street. Tlie corner lot on Main street was purchased in August, 1855? 
with a view to tlie erection of a larger hpuse of worship. The present edifice 
is altogether insufficient for tbe wants of the congregation. 

The regular Sabbath services are held in the morn ng and evening; and 
the afternoon of the Sabbath is devoted to the Sabbath School. The Monthly 
Concert of Prayer for the conversion of the world is held on the first Monday 
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evening of each montb, and on other Mondny evenings a Young People's meet* 
ing. Prayer meetings (for ladies) on W«dneBda7 afternoon, and (for all) on 
Tbarsdsy evening. Social meetings to promote personal acqiiuntance are 
oooasionally held. 

The present officers of the Clivarcb are as follows: 

FaHoTy Rev. George F. Maguun; IJeacons, Duvid Gower, ¥. B. Abbott, 
Cbarles S. Shelton ; Sunday School Superiniendentt, Chftrlef S. Sbeltoo, £. 
Alden ; Librarian, Jerome C. Lambrilc ; Church CummUdc^ Juliii L. Davies, J. 
R. Shepherd, J. B. Sutton j Clerk, J. Smith Conuor \ Treasurer, H. L. BuUen. 

The Sabbath School numbers something over two hundred scholars ; library 
three hundred volumes; Church library one hundred and fifty-one volumes. 
There is a Young People's Association for doing good, of forty members. The 
benevolent contributions of the Church last year were three thousand six 
hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

FROI£STANT EPISCOPAL. 

The organization of the Protestant Epifcopal Church in the Diocese of Iowa 
was effected at Muscatine in August 1853; but the electiuu of a Bishop did 
not take place until the first of June, 1854. The Convention eat iu Daven- 
port, in the basement-room of the First Presbyterian Church, Trinity not 
being ready for use. The Rt. Rt^v. Dr. Ktmper^ Missionary Bi»bop of the 
North-west, presided. The balloting resulted in the election of the Rev. Henry 
W. Lee, D. D., then Bector of St. Lnkti's Church, Rochester, N. Y. The 
Bishop-elect was consecrated in Rochester in October of the same year, and 
scon entered upon bis new duties. Having made his fitst visitation ta the 
Diocese, bo selected Dnvenport m his pince of residence, it beinp, in hisjodg 
meat, the most elifjible and convenient point with reference to bis duties. 
The Diocese of Iowa includes the entire State; and from thirteen paTi^he8, 
and eight clergymen in 1854, it bus increased to thirty parislies ami twenty- 
five clergymen in January, 18o8. Bishop Lee, at the present time, baa also 
the Episcopal charge of the Territory of Nebraska; this being, however, but 
a temporary arrangementi 

TRINITY CHURCH. 

The first and regular services of the Protectant Episcopal Church were 
commenced in Davenport on Thursdny, the 14ih day of October, 1841, by the 
Rev. Z H. Goldsmith, who was appointed as a Missionary to the St.ation by 
the Domestic Committee of the Board of Missions of the Protestant B>piscopal 
Church — his time being divided^^t intervals between Davenport and Rocking- 
L am, which latter place, at the time, promised to be of the laon importance. 
A Parish was regnlarly organized at Davenport on Thursday, the 4th Of 
November, 1844, by the name and UUeof Trinity Church Parish;*' and a 
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Vestry wan elected, resalting in tfae following choice : Ira Coolc, J. W. Parker, 
W. W. Dodge, EbeDezer Cook, H. 8. Fiolej. 

The regular meetings of the Parish for public worship were held during a 
succession of years, and until November of 1858, in the small frame building 
still standing on the Mre&t side of Main street, between Fourth and F fth 
streets, occupying the middle lot of that half bloclc, when it was abnndoned as 
DO longer tenantable. Divine services were held during the siime winter of 
': 1853, and until April of 1851, in the store room at tho north-east corner of 
Rock Islaud and Second -itrects, and frcim April, until the completion and oc- 
cupaucj of liie new edifice of Xnniiy ciiuicb, in August of IStH, in the house 
. of the present Rector, Rer. A. Louderbaclc, known as the Bmerson House, on 
Second street, between Book Island and Perry streets. 

Tbe incumbency of the Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith continued until the spring of 
1840, when, in t be following year, he was displaced from the ministry, and 
continued to reside here until bis death, wbich occurred in the summer of 
1853* The resignation of the Rev. Z, E, Ooldsmith, which oeourred on the Urst 
of April, 1849, was followed by the call and settlement of the present Rector, 
Rev. Alfred Louderback, as Rector and Missionary, on tbe 5tb of May follow- 
I itig-, making a vacancy of one raonfli in the Parish — since which time he has 
i continued in uuiaterr upf ed charge ot the Church. When he assumed ihe 
I charg*' of tbe Parish and Station, at a salary of two hundred dollars per an- 
num, with a like sum from tbe Domestic CoTuniiitee, be found tbe Pari«h ia 
debt some eeven hundred dollars— or twice the amount of what the church 
I tot and building were then considered worth — with about nine communicsnts 
in ail, and an immense aud increasing prejudice against the Church, and with * 
but little prospect of its permanent and successful establishment. Patient, 
continued, and persevering efforts, however, amidst no ordinary discourage^ 
m.tnts, have met with success. For, frequently, after careful preparation for 
tbe duties of the pulpit, there would not be over ten or fifteen persons present 
to join in the services, and listen to the sermon ; while, at the same time, the 
Parish was wirliont a Surplice, or Communion set, a Melodeon, a Sunday School 
i library, or any of those external appliances and aid:? so necef»-Srtry to give effect 
I and interest to the public eervices, because the poverty of the congregation 
would not admit of procuring them. At the expiration of tfae second year 
these necessary aids vere obtained, and also a complete set of plans firom Mr. 
Frank Wills, of New York city, who generously furnished them at a trifling 
cost. A subscription was, at the same time, started with a view to building 
the present edifice of Trinity Church, and on the 5th of May, 1852, just three 
J years from the time the present Rector assumed charge, the corner ^ tone was 
I laid by the Right Rev. Bishop Kemper, D. D., then in Episcopal chai^ of 
lowq, a« yet unorganized into a Diocese. The walls rose to their proper be'jrht 
during that year, and remained bare the following winter, until the spring of 
, ISoo. when the roof wag put on, and tbe building plastered anrl floored, and 
tbe windows roughly cbised up, in which couditiou it stood until the spring of 

i_ 
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i 8o4, <nr en it was determined to ^niah it off. Contraets were m<ide nccord^ 
injrlj, and its occupation entered upon by the congregation on Suiidnjr, the 
20th day of August, of the same year, 1854. The original coat of the two 
lotH in 1831, and now owned by the Pari«)b, was five hundred dollars— >ihe cost 
of the edifice about ten tbousaud dollars— >the organ, one of Brben*^ build, of 
New York city, and the g 'ueron=? gift of Oi^n. George B. Sargent, seven hund- 
red dollars— in addition to which* the Parish holds about eight or nine acres 
of ground, being a part of the " Piue Qill Cetnctery," n3 a barin! gronnd for 
tln.'ir dead — being, in all, a propcrtj' wofth, ai the lowest (stinvite, over twenty 
tbousiind (]i)!l!irs, and nil in a iiei t'ccily s ife condition. In conductnig ilie 
Pt\ri»li to this gratif jiiig state of ouiwHrd, if mporal prosperity', luucii cre:dii and . 
praise are due to the untiring interest, gi^nerosity, and zeal of Mr. Ebenezer 
Cook, who has been the constant friend and liberal i^upporter of the Parish 
thronghout its entire history, without mentioniog what is due to the efforts of 
the Sector. 

The whole naml>er of communicants, which have been connected with the 
Parish, at vaiious times, is about one hundred and forty. Number of hap- 
tisms — ^adults, twenty>two; inlknta, one hundred and nineteen; making in 

all one hundred and forty-one. Confirmation«», tbirty-fonr: ninrri^^go^i, thii ty- 
eight ; burials, oigbtj-onc; present number of ronminnicantf about si.^ty-five. 



Siae of tbe Ciiiircb at present, about t^eventy-iive feet long, by tbii ty-five feet 
broad, in the clear, exclusive of cbaucel recess, witU a view to eaiarg<'niont, 
at a future day, by the addition of transcepts, so as to make a cruci-form 
building, CapAble of seating about three hundred persons at present ; when 
' enlarged, as plans call for, affording sittings for about one thousand pennons. 
Parochial Library, for the reading of the congregation, mostly Importfd 
English workp, of near four hundred Tolumes, the generous gift of Ebenezur 
Cook. Sunday School Library of about one hundred and forty volumes. 
Sunday School scholars, about sixty ; teachers, stz ; Rector, superintendent. 

Parochial Association" meet<< the first and tbird Tue5^d;iy evening.-? in every 
moittb, except during Lent, nt tbe bouses of Pani^lioncrs, witb a view to pro- 
moting ariiuaintanre, aud sociality oniong the rnen.bers (^f llie congreg if ion, 
andcx(iting i deeper interest in the weltare of the Paiisb. Church ehaiis 
purchased, from tbe avails of that association, at a cost of about one imnui 
aud stiveuty>five dollars, being tbe contribution of one dime per month from 
members, with one dime« also, »8 entrance fee. 

On the 2d of April, 1856, canonical consent being asked for the organize tion * 
of a new Parish by a few families formerly connected with Tnnity Church, and 
others uniting, the reqoiaite leave was granted, whic resulted in the existence 
of St. Luke's Parish, without any detriment to the old organisation. 
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8T. LUKE*S CHURCH. 

E.^tabrtfTied April 4th, 18">fi; Paslor, Horatio N. Powei^; Number of mera- 
ber?, forty ; Size of Cliurch one hundred and twelve feet by forty- five, wiih 
biisi* merit fuurieea feet high, coutuiaiog fire rooms. Size of 3ttadajr S«liool» 
thirty sobolAra. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

EstAbllsbed June 1st, 1842; Pastor, Geo. Dixon BoveD; Members, three 
faanilred aoil seventy five; Church, fortj«foar bj sixty 'eight feet, with base- 
ment; Sunday School, one hundred and eeveuty-five pupils; Volumes in 
Libmry, three hundred. 

At the orgnnizatioQ of this Church, in June, 1812, the society consisted of 
about twenty members, and were possessed of no Church property of any k\nd. 

Since which time, nnotber^Cbiirch has been formed from it, to wit, " Wesley 
Cliiipol," anil the ol<! ornranized Church now numbers three hundred iind 
seventy-five members, with a neat and comfortable Church, forty-fuur by six'y- 
ei ' ht feet, with end galery, and class rooms and lecture room below, the whole 
Church, above and below, lighted with gas. 

There is also a Parsonage building on the same lot, twenty-four by forty- 
five feet, two storie.s with basement, and also on rear of aame lot, a neat and 
comfortable house for the use of the Sexton. 

The entire Chnreh property is vested in Trustees, and is obar of debt. 

WESLEY CHAPEL. 

Established 185G; Pastor, D. C. Worts; Mombcrs, sixty; Church, forty by 
s'xty (Vet; Sunday School, muety pupils; Volumes la Library, two hundred 
and fitly. 

Bev. J. P. Lindermau organized the Society, and was its first pastor* 

FIRST ENGLISH EVANaELICAL LUTHERAN CHUIiCH. 

E?(tablisbed November 25th, 1855; Pastor, Jacob Steck; Members, twenty, 
five ; Sunday School, seventy.five scholars ; Volumes in Library, three hnnd- 

re.l 

This Society has yet no Church edifice, but has one in contemplatiotty which 
will be finished next Summer. 

FIRST ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

This Church Is sitnated on the south-east corner of Scott and Eleventh 
streets, on a lot of ground donated by ilLr, James SUelntosh. It is a neat, plain 
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frame boildiog, thtrtj-flre by fortj<>flve feet, and calcalated to teat between 
three and four hundred persons. It was founded A. D. 1856. 

The congregation numbers about sixtj members, and ie under the Pastoral 
care of Ber. Samuel M. Hutchison. They have a Babbath School of thirty- 
one scholars, and six teachers, with a library of one hundred and seventy -fire 
Tolumes. \ 

It may he observed that this Church is in its infancy, and is the on'y one of \ 
the kind in Davenport. It belongs to a large and iijfluentinl branch of thy 
Presbyterian family, which originated iu a uuiou of Assuciate Presbyterians 
and Reformed Presbyterians, who came from Scotland and Irelnnd, as Mis- 
sionaries, prior to the revolulioQ, and in the year 1182, they united together, 
and retaining their primiUre names in one, have since been known by the 
name of Associate Relormed Presbyterians. An effort has been made to unite 
this body with the Associate Presbyterians — if this proves saccessfuli it may 
change the name of this Church to United or Union Presbyterian. 



Established Hay 4, 1857 ; Pastor, D. P. Packard ; Members, twenty-one; 
number of Congregation, one hundred ; Sunday School, twenty-fire pupils ; 
Vcdnmes in Library, two hundred and fifty. 



Established Oct. 7, 1851 ; Pastor, 1. Butterfield i Members, three hnndred; 
sise of Chnroh, forty-fonr by eighty-six ft&i ; Sunday School, two hnndred 
and twenty-fire pupils ; Teachers, twenty-three; (Mission School, one hundred 
pupils; Teachers, ten ;) Volumes in library* five hundred; Mission School| 
three hundred. 

Thl« Church was organized Oct, 7tb, 1851, with sixteen members. They had 
CO Pastor, or place of worship. 

Their first Pastor, Rev. E. Miles, commenced his lal itrs the first of the fol- 
lowing June, and closed them June 1st, 1S57, leaving the Church with oqo 
hundred and fifty members, and a well constmcted bouse of worshipi forty- 
four by eiglity-six feet. 

Their present Pastor, Ber. I. Butterfield, cottimenced his labors June 1st, 
186Y) aince which time the congregation has more than donbled. They have 
also a Mission School of one hnndred scholars, ten teachers, and a Library of 
three hundred Tolnaes. 



Established 1839; Pastor, N. 8. Bastion; Members, dighty ; Chureh, forty- 
five by scTenty-five feet— brick, on stone foundation ; Eliz ^bethan architecture. 
Sunday School, seventy scholars ; Volumes in Library, six hundred. 

Church erected in 1855-<-corner Main and Sixth streets 



SECOND PRBSBYTBBIAN CHURCH, N. S. 



SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 
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EUNIGUNDA CHURCH. 



Established 1865; Pastor, Jean Baptiste Baumgartner ; Members, about 
three hundred and thirty- three ; Churoh .between Fifth and Sixth streets ; Sun- 
day School in the Church. Ko Library. 

ST. MARGARET'S (EOUAN CATHOLIC) CHURCH. 

Established October 1850; Pastor, H. Cosgrove; Members, about one 
thousand ; Church, forty by eighty feet ; Sunday School, sizly children ; Vol- 
nmes in Library, four hundred and sixty. 

This Church was bnilt by Mr. A. LeClaire, and the block on which it stands 
was glTon by the same. 

ST. ANTHOIT^'S CHURCH. 

Established 1838 ; Pastor, J. A. M. Pelumourguea ; Members, three thousand ; 
Church, forty -four by eighty-four feet ; School, four hundred pupils ; Volumes 
in Library, fire hundred. 

GERMAN CONGREGATION. 

Established July 19, 185*7; Pastor, A. Froweiu ; Momber?, nineteen ; Church, 
twenty •five by forty feet; Sunday School, thirty pupils; Volumes in Library, 
for^. 

«» CHURCH OF CHRIST," OR DISCIPLES* CHURCH. 

EstabUshed July 28th, 1839 ; Pastor, Eli Regal ; Members, one hundred and 
sixty-sercn; Church, forty by seventy -five feet, with basement; Sunday 
School, fifty-five scholars ; Volumes in Library, two hundred. 

This Church wag orgaui/,cd at an early day, and with but few members, and 
although for many years wit hout a preacher, yet it has steadily increased in 
numbers. Siaoe its organizatiou, uo serious cause for disagreement has 
arisen among the members». but disclaiming human creeds and traditions, and 
acknowledging the Bible as the only rule of faitb and practice, all differences 
being thus referred, hare been speedily and most satisfactorily settled. The 
Church is now in a healthy dind highly prosperous condition. 

FREE-THINKERS* ASSOCIATION. 

On Sunday, March 14, 1858, a "Society of Free Inquirers" was organized, 
in the Court House — Jonathan Parker in the Chair, and Th. Guelich Secretary. 
Dr. Hall, Robt. Mcintosh, and Th. Gaellch, were appointed a committee on 
Constitution, ko* 
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SCOIT COUNT iilBLE SOCIETY. 

The Scott Ooantj Bible Society, anziliary to the American Bible Society, 
-wm organised in the cityof Darenport on the 18tb day of September, A. D. 1842, 
at which time a Gonatitnttoa was formed and adopted, which continued with- 
out material alteration or amendment unUI ttie present time. 

The officers elected at the organization were — 

Rev. D. Worthington, President ; Charles ^slie» Secretary. 

And at the subsequent anniversary meetings the minutes of the Society show 

the following election of officers: 

In 1843, Rev. Z H. Goldsmith, President ; Rev. D. Worthington, Secretary ; 

Wm. L. Cook, Treasnrer. 

Who continued until 1847, when— 

Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith was elected President; Re?. Ephraim Adams, Secre* 

tary; Wm. L. Cook, Trpasurer. 
In 1848, llcv. Ephraim Adams, President; Asa Prescott, Secretary | Alfred 

Saunders, Treasurer. 

In I84d, Rev. Ephraim Adams, President; Asa Prescott, Secretary; Eufus 
Ricker, Treafiirer. 

In 1850, Kev, J. D. Mason, President j Key. Asa Prescott, Secretary; Rufus 
Riclter, Treasnrer. 

In 1851, Rev. J. D. Mason, President ; H. Price, Treasurer ; Rev. H. L. 
Bnllen, Secretary. 

In 1852, Rev. J. D. Mason, President ; H. Price, Treasnrer; Rev. H. L. Bul- 
len, Secretary. 

In 1853, Rev. J. D. Mason, President; Prof. D. S. Sheldon, Secretary; Jno. 
H. Morton, Treasurer. 
In 1854, H. Price, President; Rev. J. D. Mason, Secretary ; James L. Dal- 

2ell, Treasurer. 

In 18 J 5, H. Price, President; Rct. J. D. Maaoo, Secretary, Jas. M. Dalaell, 
Treasurer. 

In 1856, Strong Bnrnell, President; Rev. 3, D. Mason, Secretary; H. Price, 
Treasnrer. 

In 185?, H. T. Slaymaker, President; Rev. J. D. Mason, Secretary ; H. Price, 
Treasnrer. 

And the Treasurer's books show also that the aggregate receipts have been 
eleven hundred and one dollars and forty-seven cents. The receips for the 
first year were nine dollars and thirty-seven cents, and for the last year three 
hundred and forty «eight dollars, showing a steady increase in the collections 
of the Society, equal if not exceeding the increase in wealth and populaUon of 
the count J. 

This money has ftll been expended in the purchase of bibles and testaments 
in different languages, which iiave been distributed (except some wiiich are 
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DOW on band,) among the inhabitants of this city and county, withoat any 
distinction of sect or party. 

The Deposit orv of tbis Society is at present at the Publisbin^j House of 
Lase, Lane & Oo., No. 65 Per^y street, between Second and Third streets, 
Davenport. The names of pen?on9 contribnttng to the funds of the Society 
arc registered on the Treasurer's book, and thereby become membern of the 
Society. 

Hkcaimtuhtion. — Church ISfembpr?, 5,^00 ; Sunday School Pupils, l,0a6» 
« Suoday School LibrarieSj 3,819 volumes. 
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CHAPTEE XXX, 



SDUCATIONAL. 



Thb State of Iowa possesses a HberarBducational system— haTing obtained 
from Congress a grant of five hundred thousand acres of laud, whose proceedg 
are devoted entirely to the support of Common and Academic Schools. While 
the State has ta«cn such a high position in the encouragement of Education 
Davenport ia in nowise behind. Schools are ample in number, and first in 
character: and this is equally applicable to brf, ynblic and priyate institu- 
tions. The buiMing^ belonfjing to tlie public schools are almost without ez. 
ceptiun, costly nnrl commodious structures, whicJi combine at once elegance 
consideration ol health and conrenience. 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

School District No. 2.— There are in this District nine hundred and seventy, 
six children entitled to school privileges, and an average attendance of two 

hundred and fifty. 

The District was orcranizcfl 1 S.iP,, and the same year a stone house was erected 
comer of Periy and .Seventh streets, at a cost of eif^ht thousand dollars. It 
is two stories in height, >vith a basement residence for the Principal and will 
comfortably accommodate five hundred bcholars. 

The School is graded— having Private, Intermediate, and Gmmmir School 
Departments, There are included in the branches tuught, tn biae^ the com- 
mon. Higher Mathematics, Philosophy, Chemistry, Astronomy, Physiology 
History, Drawing, Book Keeping, &c. * 

J. H. Bowers, Principal ; Miss Sarah Bradley, Assistantin Grammar School ; 
Miss Julia Humphrey, Intermediate Department; Misses Mary Slater and 
Elizabeth Bowers, Primary Department. 

School Di&tmct No. IT.— District organized, and brick school house suffi- 
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eient for niMty scholars— erected in 1865— on Sixteenth street, between Main 
and Harrison street. There are now in the District three hondred and ninety- 
three school children. 

This winter the school-hoQse accommodations were foond to be entirely in> 
snffieienty and three schools were» therefore, opened as follows : 

Mnt School— (in brick school house,) arerage attendance, one hundred and 
twenty. Frank M'CIellan, Teacher ; Miss A. M. Lindsley, Assistant. 

Second School— On Brady street, north of Locust. Average attendance, 
forty-nine. Peter Van Ornam, Teacher. 

Third School— Corner of Rock Island and Locust street. Avwage attend^ 
ance, thirty. Mins T5. J. Kelly, Teacher. 

School Disthict No. 5. — This District retuius three hundred and three 
school children, with ninety as the average attendance. 

There is a fine two story stone school-house, forty by twenty-five feet, and 
capable of accommodating about one hundred and twenty scholars ; comer of 
Second and Fine streets ; It was erected in 1866, and enlarged in 1857 — cost 
three thousand dollars. 

The District was organised in 1860. J. B. Coates, Teacher ; Ifrs. A. W.Beed, 
Assistant. 

This District embraces the Third street West End settlement, and extends 
beyond the city limits. 

School District No. 7. — Organized in 1860. There aro now twelve hundred 
school children, with an average attendance in the public school of three bund- 
red and eighty. In 1867, a large, and handsome brick school-house, 42 by 62 
feet, and three stories, (with grounds for oalisthenic exercises attached,} was 
erected, at a cost of about sixteen thousand dollars ; corner of Warren and 
Sixth streets. 

The school is thoroughly graded, and in addition to common studies, em- 
braces all the higher branches of a complete Bnglish education. 

A. Ki^sc^, Principal ; Miss M. A. Scofleld, Assistant in Grammar School; 
Miss M. M. Townley, Secondary Department; Miss Helen Lusk, Secondary De- 
partment ; Miss M. M. Lyon, first Assistant in Primary Department; Miss 
8arah E. Washburn, and Miss C. E. W'illiarns, Primary Department. 

School Distkict No. 10. — Organized in 1854. Cbildrea in District, two 
hundred and thirty-seven; averajre attendance, sixty-eight. 

There is a respectable frame school-house, capable of accommodating eighty 
scholars, on Mun street, west of Mound, (East Davenport.) 

A. M. Geiger, Teacher; Miss Cornelia M'Garn, Assistant 

SELECT ASD OTHEE SCHOOLS. 

GERMAitr AND ENGLISH ScHooL. — Established in 1867, in the St. Eunigunda 

Catholic Church : has sixty scholars, Henry Koehler, Teacher. 
Catholic School. — Large two story frame school-house on Church Square, 



294 



DAVENPORT 



rear of St. Anthonv'si Chtirch, erected in 1856 ; "which was, however, only an 
addition to other school buildings uear at hand. This Bchool waa first opened 
in s , hj Hqy. J. A. M* PeUmourgaes. There are now about fortjr-sevra 
BCholars iu atiendance. 

Eev. J. A. M. Pelamourgues, Principal j J. D. Smith, and Mra. SuUivuq, 
Assistants in Male Department. 

Eight Sisters eondnct the Female I>epartment. 

OxRMAN SoBooii. — ^Btiok scbool-hoiise, oorner Wanren and Ponrth streets. 
Established in 1858 ; sizty^two scholArs. John H. Trne, Teacher. 
Sblbot Sohools.— L. C. Barwell, InGngg's Hall blocic— thirty-two scholars. 
Miss Byron, in Forest's blocic— fifteen scholars. 

Misses Lyon ft Munn, corner Perry and Fifth streets— -thir^-fiTO scholars. 

Misses Severance & Bennett, in Bailey's Hall. 

Mrs. Stevens, on Main street, above Eighth — eighteen scholara. 

W. Wier, on Main street, opposite Catholic Church — twelve scholara. 

Mrs. N. Crockett, Youiig s Block, iiiady atreet — twi my aciiolars. 

Germa:^ and American Institutk — On Scott str,>ct, between Third and 
Fourth. "W. Riepe and Louise liiepe, teachers — thirty scholars. Ladies' and 
Boys" Departments. 

Davk.nport Commercial Collbqb — In Jacoby's new building, corner of Third 
aua Ferry Btreets. The.conrse embraces Double Entry Book-keeping, as ap> 
plicable to every branch of Trade, tis : Wholesale, Retail, Forwarding and 
Commission, Banking, Steam Boating, Joint Stock and Compound Company 
Business, both Individual and Partnership, and as comprehensire as at any 
similar Institution in the United States. 

Commercial Calculations and Correspondence form a part of the course, 
together with a course of Lectures on Commercial Law, by an able lecturer. 
There is iu connection with the Institution, and under the immediate super* 
vision of the Principals, a La«1iog Department, in which Book-keeping and 
Penmanship will he thoroughly taught. Every facility will be nft'ord<^f1 to 
pupils to enable them to complete the course in the shortest poasibie time. 
J. C. Lopez, Principal; W. H. Prp.tt, Assistant Pnucipal. 

r»IorNT Ida Female College. — This Institution was organized in Davenport, 
find commenced its first Session on the '7th day of September, 1857, under the 
direction of Rev. M. McKendree Tooke,'A. M., and Lady, through whose in. 
strumentality the " Mount Ida College Association" has recently been or* 
ganized, and under whose allspices this College is placed. 

The principal object of this Association is the promotion of the higher 
educational interests of the Toung Ladies of the West. 

The unfinished building, formerly designated as the " Ladies College,** which 
was commenced and prosecuted with oommendable energy for a time, by Mr. 
T. H. Codding, has recently been purchased, and is now being fitted up in the 
most approved style of Ei^stera Colleges* The Boarding Hall, (now neatij 



PABX AKD PBBSBKT. 295 



finished,) and dormitories, are saffidentlj commodlouB to accommodate one 
hundred Tonng Ladles as boarders. The Session Booms have jnst been fur- 
nished with the nicest styles of Boston fVimitare, diagonally arranged, and the 
three commodious parlors hare been neatly papered, grained, carpeted, and 

furnished with new and clegnnt pianos, &c., for the accommodation of the 
Musical and Ornairu'iital Department. 

The building itself, is a subsiantial brick edifice, four stories high, and 'when 
enlarged nnd completed, as now designed, with two wings, each fronting the 
river on Third street thirty-five feet, and extending northward, parallel with 
Bridge and Oollege avenues, eighty feet, making in all a front of one hundred 
and thirty feet by eighty, rear, and finished with appropriate embellishments, 
verandahs, aDservatory, &c., with gronnds beautifully lud out} and newly 
fenced—will cost, it is thought, inclusive of the beautiful plat of four acres of 
ground upon which it is situated, between seventy-five and one hundred 
thousand dollars, and will accommodate from three to five hundred students. 

The College h situated on a delightful eminence in the eastern part of tbe 
city, surrounded by a beautiful grove, overlooking tbe main part of the city of 
Davenport, with her sister cities of Kock Island and Moline in full view, and 
commands a most encbanling view of the celebrated "Father ofWater.s"' for a 
distance of nearly sixteen miles, with its life-like steamers passing and re- 
passing almost every hour. 

This combines most charmingly for educational purposes, all tbe advantages 
both of country and city location, and in general healthftalness, pnrity of 
moral atmosphere, sublimity and beauty of scenery, is not excelled, it is 
thought, by that of any similar InstlluUon of this nation. The central 
position also of this enterprise, wiH always render it eafsy of access firom all 
points of compass — ttom North and South, by the palace-like Packets upon the 
Mississippi; and from east and west, by the Chicago and "Rock Island Rail- 
road, which crosses the Mississippi upon the magnifccent Railroad Bridge near 
Fort Armstrong, in fall view of tbe College edifice, and the Mississinpi and 
Missouri Railroad passing on Westward through the interior of Iowa, inter- 
sected by various railroad branches. 

Four Departments are established in this Institution, vis : 

1. A Model School for Misses. 

2. An Academic Department, preparatory to entering the Collegiate. 

3. A Collegiate Department, embracing substantially the Scientific and 

Classical course recently established for Female Colleges, by a Convention of 
Presidents of Colleges held at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

4. A. Musical and Ornamental Department. 

This College being incorporated with the highest collegiate powers, full and 
formal Diplomas coiiA:rriug appropiinte literary degrees, are awarded to tbo.fe 
Young Ladies who sustain a satisfactory examination in the prescribed course 
of study, or such other branches as may by the Faculty and Curators be 
deemed an equivalent 
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Facoltt^Bbt. M. MoKendree Tooke» A. M., President, Prof, of Intelleotaal 

and Moral Science, and Belles Lettres. 

BeT. D. K. Carrier, A. M., Prof, of Ancient Languages and Mathematics. 

Mrs. L. P. Tooke, M. P. L., A«y* Prin., Prof, of Modern Languages, and 
Ornamental Branches. 

Mrs. D. R. Carrier, M. P. L.| Teacher of K%tural ^Science and higher English 
hranclie«. 

Miss Matie J. Tooke, Teacher of Vocal and Instrumeutal Music. 
Mrs. Mary A. Soule, Assistant Teacher in Academic and Model School De- 
partment. 

Miss Lnda A. Crandall, Assistant Teacher on Piano Forte and Guitar. 
Rev. Justus Sottlct Steward, and Financial Agent. 

A large and intelligent Board of Council and Visitors, have been selected 
from this and adjacent cities. The following geutlemen have been already 

chosen as Directors or Curators in the College Association : 

Col. Adrian H. Davenport, of LeClaire; George McOtillongh, Esq., of Iowa 

City ; Hod. Judge Cook, WiUard Bariows, Esq., Prof. J. Dial, and Rev. M. M* 

Tooke, of Davenport. 
Addidonal Directors are hereafter to be chosen in this Association. 

THE EDUCATION OF OUR DAUGHTERS * 

While it is true th&t the improTement of our citj, and the deTelopment of 
the county are important and desirable, yet they are not more important than 
the improvement of the minds and morals of our children. And although the 
attention of many of our Western people has been largely centered upon trade 
and speculation, and the development of the physical resources of the country, 
yet the time has now come when our citizens are beginning to recognise their 
responsibility in reference to the proper education of their children. Large 
and commodious Ijuildiagf? have been erected in this city, for the advancement 
of our public schools. A college for young gentlemen has also been estab- 
lislied in tills city, by the Congregational Church, %nd efforts are now 
being made for the establishmeat of a first class Female College also in 
this place, to which we shall refer in the sequel. That woman is the ornanienl of 
the palaUf and tke turuhine of tAe cabin** in every country where she is properly 
educated, is a truth generally conceded. And if It be true that society in aU 
its forms, is to a large extent dependent upon and indebted to the influence of 
woman for its elevation and success, how appropriate in anticipating the 
interests of society in the future, that we now encourage the proper education 
of the Young Ladies of our country. 

We have no hesitation in affirming, that a thorough education is the riehe$t 
pairmmy that parents can possibly confer upon their daughters. And what 
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we mean by a thorough education is not merely tn enable them to read, 'write, 
and cipher a little, as was thought quite sufficient for our grandmothers in 
olden times, not a little smattering in a few of the more fashionable accom- 
plishments merely, nor is it to become mere '* book worms," and look down 
with polite horror upon the appropriiLte duties of the true woman" in domes- 
tic life, but a xoUd, thnrnufjh^ and -useful education of body, mind, and heart, such | 
as will fit them fbr the sober realities and high responsibilities of life. Such 
an edncatinn will be to them empbatically a forlunt in person, which they can 
never lone, bui which will raise them to positions of honor, influence, and use- 
falnesa in the midst of the most elevated state of society. Let me whisper in 
erery parent's ear, and suggest to him that ^* it will pay" ^ educate 
his daughter. Suppose jou look at this subject a moment in the light simply 
of pecuniary gain — of mere dollars and cents — (the only teiue through which 
many are capable of seeing with elea ness in this age of epeculatioB and in- 
vestment*) Suppose that daughter of thine should be thrown ont upon her 
own resources for a livelihood. Under such circumstances, with ordinary ca« 
pacity ot mind, and health of body, she could earn say one hundred dollars a 
year at ordinary service without an education. But with a thorough educa- 
tion, as an accomplished Instructor, she can earn from three to five hundred 
dollars a year. Subtracting the one hundred say from four hundred, we have 
an annual income to be credited to educatioa uf three iiundred dollars. Now 
suppose it coats to educate that daughter, in tuition books, and extra ex- 
penses, ezdnsive of board, (for these she must have whether she attends school 
or not,) say four hundred dollars. We have then an annual income upon the 
capital actually invested in her education of seventy-five per cent-^ much 
better interest yon see than is realized on most bank or railroad stock in these 
days! Besides, this is a permanent and imperishable investment. Ordinary 
investments in the mere perishable may " take to themselves wings and fly 
away," but this we believe will not only be permanent and availnble here in 
this lite, but to Home good extent when this mortal shall put on immortality. 
But may we not come to fathers and brothers on this subject with a nobler j 
motive for the education of their daughters and sisters, than the assurance 
that it win pay" in dollars and cents? Can you in the pride and manliness 
of your hearts, look upon those beloved /am% jewels, sparkling even in thdr 
uncultivated beauty, and deny them this heaTen-senl boon ? Nay ! would yon 
not rather use your influence to polish those " gems of immortality,'^ and fit 
them not only to shine as lights in the world below, but as radiant and stiU 
brightning stars in the coronet of Angels and of Ood, in brighter worlds on 
high I 

Pause a moment, and gajie upon the nature of mind itself. See thope powers 

of thought— of genius — thoso towering susceptibnit'o^^ nnd l-ofty aspirations of 
Boul longing for activity, yearning for appropriate exercise and development — 
and will you lend your influence to cripple their energies? or will you allow 
them to become stultilied or dwarfed by inactivity or neglect in youth ? How 
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many painflil regrets have been scattered alODg the pathway of thousands, in 
after years, because of snch early neglects ! Suppose you giye that blooming 
daughter a/am, or thousands in bank stock, instead of an education, she will 
feel and lament her deficiencies and luferiority as long as she lives, and regret 

in vnin that a Inrfre portion of that Jowery had not been expended in her ed- 
ucailou, which wuuld have been worth more to her than tm thousand times 
the same amount of eartlily treasures. 

Looking away iroui the benefits which the subjects of female education 
themselves shall realize, to the influence which female refinement would exert 
upon the fftnmff men of our country, in stimulating them to greater mental 
activily and laudable emulation, vre find a prominent reason for its promotion. 
Besides it would obviate the necessity of our educated sons of promise becom- 
ing associated with companions of no mental culture, whose tastes and pecu- 
liarities must almost necessarily produce a disparity and alienation of feeling 
between them, destructive of domestic peace and happinei^s, and promoUve of 
drunkenness and dissipation. Alroady is it intimated that because of a want 
of opportunity for mental culture ou the })art uf the younj^ ladies of the West 
the young men, in a similar ratio, are relaxing their mental energies, and but 
few are aspiring to graduation iu any of our colleges. Bo this as it may, the 
masses of our citizens in this rich and fertile country are destined to be 
wealthy, and ere long these noble blnfi's and beautiftil prairies will be dotted 
over with lovely mansions and palatial dwellings, and to become the regula- 
tors, the ornaments, the sunshine," the '*joy," of these mansions and palaces, 
the daughters of the West should be enlightened and refined. Indeed, all the 
circumstances of this beautiful West, and of the age in which we liy^ require 
the constant elevation of e female mind. Our new States are now demand- 
ing thousands of teaclit-rs lor our primary schools. And as in the older States, 
the larger proportion of the education of our youth has been most honorably 
conducted by females, so also must the daii;,^hters of the West be trained for 
this great work if wo would ever properly educate the masses. 

The progressive character of the ag& in which we live refjuires a moro 
thorough education of the female mind among us. The education of the past 
will not answer for the future, and those wbo^would keep up with the world's 
progress, and help to mould its character, and hasten and consumate its bright- 
ness, by the ushering in of that auspicious period, long echoed by ancient 
Prophets, when " Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of our times, 
and strength of salvation," must encourage the educators of the race. 

The signs of the times are beckoning onward the determined, the energetic 
the noble spirited daughters of the "West to higher attainments. The wealth 
of the country is rapidly iucreasing, educational institutions are being multi- 
plied among us — expenses are diminished — parents are waking up to th^- im- 
portance of female education, and will do anything in their power to encourage 
and aid a beloved daughter longing for improvement, and struggling for an 
education. Mount Ida Female College, recently organized iu this place, an 
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aoconnt of ■which Tve have just given, is destined at no distant day, we trust, to 

become not only the Quoon of the " Queen City," but the Queen of the West 
itself, and constitute aii eiiicient instrumentality in the accomplishment of this 
great and glorious work. And it is hoped that ail our citizens, friendly to the 
cause of female education in the West, will ia some substantial mauaer bid iier 
**God speed" iu liiis labor of loTe* 

LADIES' EDUCATION SOOIETY. 

Febuaiy 5th, 1858, a nnmbei of ladies met at the residence of Charles E. 
Putnam, Esq., and organized tbe Ladies' Education Society, of Davenport, 

Iowa." Art. 1, of their Constitution reads as follows: *■ This association 
shall be called ' The Ladies' Education Society,' the object of which shall be to 
assist promising and suitable youug ladies iu obtaiuiug an Education." Mrs, 
R. Christie, President; Mr.=!. S. Burwell, Vice President; Mrs. Dr. iShelton, 
Secretary J Mi'8. Chas. ii. jfulaam, Treasuress. There is also a Board of 
thirteen Directresses. 

IOWA COLLEGE. 

The first mordents toward the eistablishment of a College in Iowa, accord- 
ing to what is known as the *^ New England plaa"-^tiieplan of Harvard, Yale, 
Brown, Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Amherst, kc, &c., — were made in the years 
184:1~'4. In the Spring of 1S44, a called meeting was held at Denmark, Lee 
county. Those who attended it were principally Congregational and Presby- 
teiiau mlulstei'S, and chrltitians of those denominations, with some others. The 
first plan was to secure a township of land, and College colony. A gentleman 
in Eesanqna ofi^ed a tract in Bnchanan conntj, with a water power on the 
Wapsipinecon Birer for the pnrpose. A committee (ReT. J. A. Beed, of Fair- 
field, Seth Richards, Esq., of Bentonsport, and Jonas Houghton, Esq., of Far- 
mington,) were appointed to examine locations. This committee called a meet* 
ingin AprU, 1844, to report. Thirteen persons were present, who then formed 
the " Iowa College Association." The committee made a &Torable rep<^, an 
agent was? appointed to collect funds in the East, with which to enter the land, 
and certain regulations were adopted. At the East, however, the agent was 
discouraged, and prevented from collecting funds, and this part of tbo plan 
was given up in accordance wilh the suggestions of a meeting of friends of 
Western Education, held in the city of Boston, May 28 and 29, 1844. It was 
decided first to get a location, when the institution Itself could commence ope* 
rations, and then attempt to secure an endowment After several meetings, it 
was concluded (1846) to locate at Davenport; "provided the citisens would 
raise $1600 for buildings, and famish certain specified grounds for a site." At 
a meeting held Jan. 20, 1847, it was voted, notwithstanding the conditions were 
not fiiUy complied with, to commence operations at Davenport, with the under* 
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standing tbat the subscriptions should b« increased as much as possible. The 
members of the Association h8<d pledged themseWes to raise $100 each" in 
the State* and through private friends in the East" Some of them made 
great efforts and sacrifices to do this. Christian ladies, li?iog in different 
parts of the State, did noblj in the work. With these funds, and those secured 
in the town, the first building was erected, (near Western Avenue, between 
Sixth and Seventh streets — now the residence of S. S. Gillet, Esq.) It was a 
small one story brick edifice, with a plain cupohi. About this time twelve 
trustees were elected by the Association, two of tbem residents of DaTenport. 
The trustees were incorporated under the Statute, June 4, 1847. The threat- 
ened deficiency in the ftends was provided for at a meeting of the original 
"College Association,*' and trustees^' held conjointlj that day, by a resoln* 
fion binding those present to pay the same within one year from date, " pro* 
Tided the amount does not exceed $600," (not an inconsiderable sum at that 
stage of the history of the Territory. ) The Institution was opened November, 
1848, with one teacher, Ber. Prof. Bipley. The first College Class was formed 
in 1850. Since that time instruction has been srisitftined, thongh much inter- 
rupted in ]844-'5, bj the aljandonment of the old site, on account of the con- 
templated cutting of street through it. 

Seven young men have graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, the 
first class of two iu the ye&r 18o4. The Institution generally has about a 
hundred students — of whom ten are in the College proper* During the last 
year young ladies have been admitted to the advanced classes. About twenty 
have been in attendance. 

Candidates for a'^mission to the Freshman Class must be fourteen years of 
age, present adequate testimonials of good moral character, and sustain a 
satisfactory ejamlnation in Bnglish Grammar, Geography, Arithmetic, Alge- 
bra» (through Simple Equation?,) Lfitin Grammar, Cnesar's Commentaries, 
Cicero's Select Orations, Virgil, Greek Grammar, and the Anabasis — or their 
equivalents. 

The stated times for the exauihiatiou of candidates are — the day before the { 
close of the Summer Term, and the day before the couimeucemcut ul liie i ail 
Term. 

Candidates for admission to advanced standing, in addition to the abovet 
mast sustain an examination in those studies to which the class they propose 
to enter has attended ; and if from another College, a certificate of their good 
standing in the same must be presented to the Faculty. 

The studies pursued in the College proper are those required in the first In- 
stitutions of the Sast. An elevated grade of scholarship is aimed at, rather 
than the Becurinf?: of the attendance of large numbers. The instructors are all 
liberally educated men, of first rate competency and experience in their pro- 
fcBsion. 

The new bitr — of ten acres — between Brady and Harrison streets, above 
Tenth — was purchased ia March, 1854 — and the Boarding lioujse erected 
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thereon that year. The present College edifice was erected in 1866, at a coat 
of $22,000. W. L. Carroll, arohitect. It crowns the highest point of land in 
the city limits, and commands an eztensiTe view of the river, the neighboring 
region of Illinois, and the conntiy for miles back of Davenport. Travelers 
pronounced the prospeot from the observatory nnsnrpassed. She building 
itself is one of the finest strnctnres in the State. 

It Is built qf limestone; three stories high, with a basement; and contains 
a large room for the use of the Preparatory and English Departments, which, 
for the present, will also be used for a Chapel i a Laboratory j rooms for 
Library, Cabinet, Apparatus, Literary Societies, and Recitations; and in the 
third stoiy, twelve rooms for Stndents. 

With these enlarged fiacilities for Bdacational purposes at their command, 
the Trustees of the College are confident in the expectation that they can fully 
meet the wants of our rapidly Increasing population, and furnish, on our o n 
soil, at a reasonable expense, the means of a thorough and complete Education. 

The Library of the College contaiiM upwards of IdOO volumes, and is open 
to all the Department'^. 

The Chrestomatliian Society has also a Library of its own, of some 500 
volumes I for most of which they are indebted to recent donations from their 
fricuds. 

The Apparatus is suMcient to illustrate the principles of Natural PhiioSQ- 
phy. Chemistry and Astronomy. 

Collections have been made in Mineralogy, Zoology, and Botany. 

Commencement is held on Wednesday, the last day of the third term. (In 
1858, on Wednesday, Jnly 14.) There are three College terms in the year, two 
of thirteen, and one of fourteen weeks. 

The government of the College is intended to secure the best moral influence* 
Besides the daily religious exercises for all, the students from abroad are ex- 
pected to attend some place of religious worship on the Sabbath, designated 
by their parents or guardians. 

The Institution is not under the control of any religious denomination, but 
of its own board of trustees. They are as follows: 

Bev. Asa Turner, Denmark ; Kev. John C* Holbrook, Dubuque ; Rev. Julius 

A. Beed, Davenport ; Bev. Harv^ Adams, Farmiugtun ; Bev. Alden B. Bob- 
bins, Muscatine ; Bev. Ephraim Adams, Dacorah ; Bev. William Salter, Burling- 
ton; Bev. O. Emerson, Dewitt; H. Q. Jennison, Esq., Muscatine; James 
MoManus, Esq., Davenport; Charles Atkinson, Esq., Moline; Bev. J. B. Grin- 
nell, Grinnell; Kev. J. Quernsey, Dubuque; F. H. Stone, Esq., Muscatine; 
Joseph Lambrite, Esq., Davenport ; Jacob Butler, Esq., Muscatine; Qen. Geo. 

B. Sargent, Davenport ; Rev. Geo, F. Magoun, Davenport. 

The officers of the Board are — Kev. A. B. Robbing, President : Rev. Geo. F. 
Magoun, Clerk; Joseph Lambrite, Esq., Treasurer; Bev. Julias A. Beed, 
Financial Agent : Prof. H. L. Bullen, Librarian. 

Fauultx. — Kev. Lrastus Eipley, tarter Professor of Ancient Languages; 
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Rev. H. L. Bulled, Professor Mathematics and Natural Philosophy; D. S. Shel- 
don, M. A., Professor of Chemistry aud Natural Science j Ee?, D. Lane, M. A., 
Professor of Mental and Mural Philosophj. 

The partial endowment of the Oolite has been obtained from charitable 
persons in tlus and other States. Pelej W. Carter, Esq., of Waterbnry, Con* 
necticat, gaye, in 1898, $6,000 towards the Classical Professorship. One piher 
professorship is partially endowed. A beneTolent gentleman in the State con> 
templates the endowment of Chairs of Practical Science. Within the last y ar, 
Hon. Geo. B. Sai^nt has established a medal ftend, from which one gold 
and two silver medals are awarded— >for scholarship— 4n the manner designated 
by the donor — each commencement. 

The prospects of tho Institution have been much impaired of late by the 
proposed extension of one of the streets of the city thruugo the centre of its 
beautilul groonds. If carried ont, this plan will oblige a Becond removal to 
some i^te not liable to encroaohmexit. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



MILITARY. 



The first permanent organixation in Davenport was that of the Bavenport 
Kifle Corps— a German Compaaj. They now nnmber forty men, Capt. Haupt ; 
First Lientant, Scherer ; Orderly Sergeant, Winegardner. 

The next Company organized was an American Company — the Darenport 
City Artillery. It was organized Jane, 1857, under the anspices of Capt 
Schuyler— whose indefatigable exertions have more than anything else brought 
the Company to its present oharacter. 

Officer?.— 0. N.Schuyler, Captain ; W. W. Galluer, 1st Lieutenant; 2nd do., 
Cha!?. 0. Harris; od do., John Johns. Forty men and two six pounders. 

Davenport City Guards (German.) Tbe officers of this Company are mostlv 
old soldiers from ischleswig-Holstein. Organized Feb., 1858. Captain, F. 
Unrow ; 1st Lieutenant, Steward j 2nd Lieutenant, John Hempel ; Orderly 
Sergeant, D. Hempel. Forty men. 

Davenport Sarsfield Guards, (Irish.) Not organized fiilly. 



FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Fire Department of Davenport never assumed prominence for efficient 
service until the matter was taken in hand by U. M. Littler, formerly of Cin- 
cinnati. Through his elforts a Company was organized July 26, 1866, and twO 
of Ploneyman's best Engines purchased, which arrived May, 1857. The Com- 
pany organized was the " Independent Fire Engine and Hose Company, No. 1." 
B. M. Littler was elected President In February, 1858, the Fire Department 
was reorganized, and in March B. M. Littler was elected Chief Engineer over 
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0. 8. McNiel hj a minority of tirenty. The entire vote was two bnndred and 
fifty-four. Chrisiian Mueller waa DnanimonBly elected First Asustant» and 
£. A. TeUibine, Second, over J), Moore. 

Tho organization now consists o^ 

" Independent Fire Engine and Hose Gompanji No. 1." — Two Engines, two 
Hose'Carts- Fifteen hundred feet of Hose. Cost $G500. Chris. Bui kholter 
and Isaac Cummings, Foremen of Engines, and John Gundaker Foremen of 
Hose. One hundred and twenty-five sets of equipments, and one hundred and 
twenty members. Engine House on Brady street, near Fifth. Cost $6,000. 

fire King Company, 2\q. 2." — Organized 1867. Smith's Lugine, and eight 
hundred feet of hose. Marsh Noe» Foreman. Hoase in Dayenport's Block. 
One hundred and nineteen men. 

Pioneer Hook and Ladder Oompany, No. l.^'-^rganised December, 1857. 
Ninety men. Chas. Eyser and H. La Frans» Foremen. Honse on Third street, 
near Washington Square. 

Engine Compaoiy No^ 8.'* — House with Pioneer No. 1, Hook and Ladder — 
idxtyofour men. Officers to be elected 2d Monday in April, 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



MUSICAL. 



Datsnpobt, among its other excellencies, possesses its quota of musical 
talent — albeit its development is not particnlarlj marked, as a general thiog« 
among oar Church choirs. Tn fact, save a few sopranos like Mrs. Davie, Mlsies 
Sylvester and Scarborough, and in basso and tenore the brothers Davis, and 
Mr. Darie, and a few others of nil ela3«<'s, the bnlk of musical ability, both 
vocal and instrumcntnl, re.-ts with oui- (lonnfin population. Stransscr, as a 
\iolinist, and Briieunlii'h unil .Scbh^(i;ei, :is fjianists, take -'i front rank among 
amateur musicians. In the department of vocal music we have the Philhar- 
monic Society, formed 5th of August, 1856, and its first meeting, for the 
practice of vocal music, held 12tb of August, 1856. 

Its object is the improvement of the members (male and female) in the cul- 
ture of vocal music. 

During the firj^t winter of its existence it gave six performaneea. During the 
present winter ('57 and '58,) it will probablj give four or five; one of which 
will be Handel's Oratorio of the <*Messtah,'' with orchestral accompaniments, 
the vocal parts given by about fifty voices ; the instrumental parts by a band 
of seventeen performers. 

The Society's regular meetings are held every Tuesday evening, during the 
winter, at the old St. Luke's Church, Brady street^ at 1 o'clock. When neces- 
sary, rehearsals are also held on Friday evening!?. 

The number of performing members isabout forty, and is increasing. There 
is also a body of subscribing or non-performing members. 

The officers ekcted 2d March, 1858, nro— 

President, General Geo. B. Sargent j Vice President, S. W. Barber : Trensuror, 
J. 0. Wallace ; Secretary, J. J, Isgalls j Finance Committee, S. W. iiarbcr ; 
Wm. Morehouse, S. M. Harley ; Musical Director, Chas. H. Davie. 

80 
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GERilAN MAEK.NLIi CHOli. 

This Sodetj wm orgAnixed June, 1851, under Hie following offioen : A. 
P. Mast, PnaMent; 0. Scblegel, Secretary; Aug. Smallfield, Cashier, and G. 

Wieble, Musical Director. 

In June, 1864, a flag was presented to the Society by the Ladies of DaTen* 
port, as a compliment to their efforts and success. At the •* Western Singing 
FcfitiTal," held at Chicago in June, 1867, the Maenner Cher took the fiecond 
prize, and we believe intend Da Capo in future cases. It now iias music and 
inbtruments worth one thousand dollars, aad iias at present twenty-two active 
and thirty -four honorary members. The following are its officers: 

A. Miedke, Pretident ; A. Bmns, Tioe President ; T. Holm, Recording Sec- 
retary ; R. Kronse^ Corresponding Secretary; A. 6. Smallfield, Cashier; 0. 
O. S<dilegel, Musical Director. 

GBSANChOfiOK DEB TUBNGEMBINDE. 

Twenty members. Riepe, Director. Thie m a branch of the ^< Turner 
Society. Practice twice a week. 

DAYBNPOET^MUSICAL INSTITUTE. 

Foonded March 9th, 1868. Asa Hull, President ; Chaa. Burr, Secretary* 
Thfs Society numhprs gome tweDty-fivo members, and is a sort of succession 
of a Society formerly under the charge ol Mr. Hull. It possesses the elements 
of a good Musical Institution, which time will derelope into nO|fiecosd-rate 
eliaracter. 

DEUTSCHER SAEN6ER-BUND. 

Glee Club^twenty-fiTo members. Practice two nights in each weeh. 
Jacob Strasser, Director. 

GRUETLi VJSREIN. 

Swiss Glee Club meets once each week. Twenty members. Albert Snhnyder, 
Leader. 

IHSTRUMEMTAL. 

■"Majo's String Band." — First and Second Violins, Basa Viol, Cornet a 
Piston and Pioolo. 

German Rifle Band."— Storm, Iieader, Three Altos, Tenor Horn, Baritone, 
Tuber, and two Drums. 
*< White's Cotillion Band."^First and Second Violins, Clarionet, Flute, Cor- 
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ut, First and SMond Trampet, First and Second French Horns, First Bar- 
itone and Contra Bass. 

White's Brass Band*'— First and Second Eb, First and Second Bb, two 
Tenors, tiro Baritones, First and Second Bass, two Altos, and two Drums, 

Independent Brass Band."-rTen Sax Horns, and two Brnms. 



ARTISTIC. 

Hanging liigh upon tlie wall of a city parlor, is a Uvinif memory of tlie 
lage of BaTenport, just as it is limned and lined and colored in tlie recollec- 
tions of old settlers." It ui a paint and canvass memory, and though the 
hand that thus in form and color fidthfiiUy reflected what the eye saw, has 
long since mouldered In the dust, yet its writing on the wall is at a memory 
to all who peruse it, of the surpassing Tillage grace and loveliness which in 
olden times distinguished Darenport. It is well that he whose skill has left 
us thia undying memory of our village life, should have a pa^o in this book as 
a memoir of himself. When the tongues which may tell u8 of the olden tiroes 
are silenced forever, and the men who lived in those days have passed away, 
it may be ihatirom some waU, browned with age, shall creep Ihw mouldy forms 
and colorings of a fiur-baok memory, brashiag away the dust and cobwebs of 
Intenrening space, and revealiug grass-robed plains and tree-coTcred blulb, 
clustering white houses on the rirer's graveled beach, gray cliffs rising |&om 
4he dark-flowing waters and up«bearing the old fort ruins, and the thousand 
physical details of what was once literal life and reality. And it may be, that 
a yeUow and faded leaf from this book, shall then summon a phantom memory 
of one whose eye saw all this, even as we now trust it gazes upon scenes of 
celestial beauty, and the cunning of whose haudiu fUthfhl shades and shadows 
mirrored the visiou upon canvass. 

When we recollect how distinguished was Davenport in its village days for 
reiaarkiible loveliucss, and the number of strangers who summer after sum- 
mer came here to revel among its surrounding beauties, it seems strange that 
but this single painting, and a few lithograph copies of It, are all we have as a 
record of the physical appearance of this place before its hundreds of people 
became thousands, and the Tillage had swelled into a city. We may well 
imagine that the skill of amateur artists was often tasked to delineate upon 
paper or canvass the glowing scenery and beautiflil towns which at this point 
found intimate connection with historical associations. But whatever their 
trials and their success, only a single painting and its copies now exist, to the 
knowledge of the writer, by which the stranger in the new city may form » 
correct idea of the long time past appearance of Davenr)ort, and assuming which 
as data he may judge of our subsetiaent progress. Probably it is from this 
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fact, that ire set a higher valae upon the artist to whom we feel a debt of grati- 
tude for this painting. 

Amoog the strangers from St. Loais who visited Davenport in the Spring of 
1846, was John Gasper Wild, a gentleman of considerable repatation as a 
landscape and portrait painter, and litbographist. He was a tall spare man of 
about forty years; with long raven black hair, whiskers and moustache, sfbd 
restless brown ejes. He had, at timeSi a worn find liaggard look, the result, 
doubtless, of ill health, and a liff-long: battle with the world for the bare 
moans of snbsistence. JIo was uucoiumaaicative as to his ovrn lite, bat it i 
tin impression of tlio writer's that ho was bom in poverty, reared anumg the 
trials of indifrencp, from which, unaided, he sought to cjuerge, auU iu his ma- 
turity, a good arLihi, but poor finaucier, so that his history was a continued 
Struggle. It is but little wonder then, that through the clouds which so con- 
stantly surrounded him, he could see but little sunshine. On his arrival here, 
he was totally dependent upon his talent. He soon commenced work, an^ 
produced this painting of Davenport and Rock Island, as one picture. From 
this a limited number of beautifully colored lithograph copies were taken, for 
those who would buy. Alas! poor Wild — the pictures which now would 
bring their weight in gold, had then a dull and weary sale. This view was not 
only fHithful in its details, and beautiful as a picture, but it proved Mr. Wild 
an urtitt of high taieul. 

It i.s worthy of mention, that tlie artist lithographed his own jiicturc in stone, 
and madt; and colored the im^ire-sions liirns<-lf. It lui.^ hvcn romaiked, thi"it 
so fine a si)uciuieii of UtUograpUing caunot now be done in the metropoiis of 
the countiy, 

Mr. Wild afterwards coninienced a .second painting of DaTenport, viewed 
from another point, but it was never huisshed. The same sumiaer iie made 
paintings, from which lithograph copies were taken, of Dubuque, Galena, Mus- 
catine and Moline. All these sketches were distinguished for their correctness 
and beauty. He worked rapidly but well, and a practical knowledge of lith- 
ography was useful in securing correct copies of his works. The writer of 
this accompanied Mr. Wild on a trip to the Falls of St. Anthony, in 1846, in 
which excursion he made a number of small sketches, but they never were 
reproduced on canvass. The painting of Davenport and Book Island truly 
represents the yonng cities as they slept in 1845, upon the green banks of the 
great river, before the rushing- winds and waves of protrrcss had broken their 
slumbers. There are but few copies of this painting now in the possession of 
our citizens, and it is needless to say that the lapse of time, and the intervening- 
wonderful changes in the aspect of our cit^, render these pictures invaluable 
to their owners. 

In 184b, ivir. Wdid, who cuntiuued residing iu Davenport, painted a fancy 
sketch, of which it may be right to make a particular note, as it was the 
nearest approach to an artisUeal smile of which Mr. Wild was ever known to be 
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guilty. He bad neither liiimor of his own, nor an appreciation of bnmor in 
others. He looked tragedy, thought tragedy, and his conversation outside of 
business and art, was never much more cheerful than tragedy. This little oil 
sketch represented three notable characters of the village, each of whom, at 
that time, was personally known to alm-i:;t every man, woman and child In the 
place. They were collected at the well-remembered ferry-house, and near 
the equally wen-remembered old bell-post. The bell there suspended was 
then furiously jiiiglecl. and oftfn with disagreeable pertinacity, by tiiosc who 
■wished to call lUe old I'erryuian, Mr. John Wilson, from the opposite side. 
The rioger was generally considered under personal obligation to stand to his 
jpost some time, in company with his horse and vehicle, if he had any to cross 
over, so that the ferryman might with proper deliberation determine whether 
the skiff or horse-ferry*boat were required by the nature of the cargo. The 
large person of Mr. LeClalre sits in a buggy, to which is attached the notable 
eld white horse that used to drag his master about the place. Close by stands 
Mr. Gilbert McKown, whose store was on Front street, a few steps distance, 
but whose burly figure and good humored face, seen on any street, seemed a 
part and parcel of the town, and directly identified with its corporp.te existence. 
The thin! fijjnre is Sam Fisher, as ho was tainiliarly called by every acquiunt* 
anoe. He then lived in the Louse now owned and occupied by Mr. Geo. L. 
Davenport, at the corner <if lirady and Third streets. 8am Fisher was the 
best fisher in the tuwu, a good story-leiiar, and iiad a most luarvellou:* mem- 
ory of past times and incidents, of facts and dates, which united to some 
peculiar eocentrioities of character, exclusively and honestly his own, made 
him a conspicuous character. One of his smaller eccentricities is shown. in the 
picture. He is standing with his pants drawn up to the top of one boot, and 
down to the sole of the other— using a favorite gesture, and evidently doing 
the talkmff, of course. These three persons are now alive, and two of them 
continue residents of Davenport. The picture is in the possession of Hon. Q. 
C. R. Mitchell, who, by the way, o«|^ht to have figured in the painting, 

Mr. Wild was a native of Zurich, Switzerland. He went to Paris when 
younj?, where he resided fifteen years,, and then emigrated to the United States. 
He lived several years in Pliihvrlelphia, where he finished some views for Atkin- 
.5on's Cafket, a Panorama of Phihidi'lphia, and a view of Napoleon's Marshals 
on horae-back. In the ispring of 1641, he went to St. Louis, and remained 
there till he removed here. At St. Louis, he commenced a periodical called 

The Valley of the Mississippi IllttBtrated"<~edited by Louis Faulk Thomas, 
the views by Mr. Wild. Only ten numbers were issued. Hr. Wild died in 
Davenport, in the year 1849. When sick, he was kindly taken to the residence 
of Mrs. Webb, now occupied by Mr. Henry, where he received the attentions 
of a son during the long illness which preceded his death. While thus lying 
on his death>bed, the home of his boyhood seemed a beautiful picture before 
his eyes, and he expressed a longing desire to die at Zurich. This was not 
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granted bim, but kind bands softened tbe iMt sbadowy penollinge of bis life, 
and laid bim genflj among fbe Summer flowers. 

Mr. R. Wright has been spoken of heretofore. In addition to him we hare 
Mrs. Codding, whose principal work is a painting ul Davenport, which, for 
fidelity, is scarcely ezoelled. 

Hr. Wolfo, a former resident of Darenport, ^splayed mncb genius in sereral 
perfcnrmances in Landscape and Portrait Painting. 
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THE PRESS. 



It is a telling indication of the enterprise and food sense of the pioneers of 
tlie Criunty, that one of their earliest movements waa to secure the benefits of 
that omnipresent Americanism — a Newspapei^. They were fortunate in secur- 
ing the very man they did to undertake the euteipni-e — one "who possessed 
the peculiarity of havings a deal of practical good sense, and one >Tho was 
neither scholar enough to plaj the role of a pedantic essayist, or philosophical 
enough to treat his readers to a hebdomlnal dish of metaphysies, as is not un- 
firequently the ease of those handling the Qaill Editoriid at the present day. 
Such was AsDBBW LoOAjr, who in August, 1888, issued the first number of the 
**I<nM Sun, and Dave^fort cmd Roek Idand Ntm^**-^ title as lengthy as signi- 
ficant. lUght well did the Sm battle for the Interests of the City, County, and 
State; and we do its editor no more than justice, when it is asserted that his 
ebare towards building up Davenport, and induoinff hither many a rich freight 
of immigration, was none of the leant felt or important. The Sun waa a 
weekly, democratic, underwent one enlargement, and was continued until 
1811, when it was succeeded by the 

DAYENPOBT WEEKLT GAZETTS. 

The Oautte was started as a Weekly, imperial mm (22 by 32,) sis eolnmns, 
by AUTRED Sanders. In 1848 it was enlarged to a seven column paper. 
August 1st, 1853, the Tri-Weeldy (Pazeffe was commenced , and was succeeded 
by the Daily Gazette in October, 1854. The Weekly and t»aily are still pub- 
lished, and are of the lar<^e8t sizie. It was edited by Alfred Sanders up to 
lt57, and published by him until 1848, when he associated with him Mr. Davis. 
The latter gentleman continued until January 1st, 1867, a member of the firm, 
and was then snoceeded by Add. H. Sanders, brotiier of the priucipHl proprie- 
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tor» and former editor of the JivanwiUe (Ind,) Journal. The firm now — editorial 
and publiBhing — is Sanders & Bbo. 

The Geuette has noT7 beea an institaUon of the country for some seventeen 
years, — a length of existence that sufficiently gunrantees its permanency. 
! The ►Senior, Alfred Sander?, is of scholarly attninmcnti!, partic\i1arly in Natural 
I History, and has thus far been thoroughly identified, both with the West and 
j JournalitJra. He has never missed issuing a number of the Gazette since its 
I beginning, and has often achieved this, under circumstances which would have 
I daunted men of less energy, or of less pride in th^r profession. As a writer 
i he is less brilliant than solid, rather shy of ornament, and prefers generally 
1 to present facts in puris naturalibvs. He writes earnestly, and will in many 
oases carry conviction simply from the deep air of conviction — of faith — 
which his articles present. Did space permit, we might allude more at length 
both to his character as a writer, and his eiforts, enterprise, preseverance, 
and sagacity, in developing the interests both of his party and Davenport. 
We need not dwell upon these points, however well deservinf:^ they are of 
eulo<ry, as he is well enough J^uown to render either panegyric or parUcular 
notice superflaous. 

His brother. Add. 11. Sanders, has acquired no unenviiible reputation as a 
ready, sparkling, and piquant writei'. He is largelj" imagiuaiive has a keen 
appreciation of the humourous, notices instinctiveiy the ludicrous both in men 
and things, and possesses the rare facnlty of easy and graceful exprmian. 
Many of the best waif^ of anecdotal literature, which periodically appear and 
disappear upon the waves of Journalism, owe to him their existence. We 
cannot but regret that he has not entirely turned his attention to descrip- 
tion and other departments having origin in the possession of a ready pen, 
active fancy, and much imagination. 
, We are happy to be able to add that the long and arduous labors of the 
projirietors of the Gazelle have not been unrewarded. Tlieir present estab- 
lishment eonsi.sts of two editors, three carriers, and some eiglitccu compositors, 
pressmen, &c. They use a Steam Engine of six horse power, Taylors' Steam 
Press, Hoe's Card, Buggies' Card, American Steam, two Hand Diamond Job, 
and Wells' Power Job Presses. 

THE WEEKLY BANNER. 

This sheet Tvas started by Alexander Montgomery in 1818, as a Democratic 
sheet. In the winter of ISIS and lb4y it fell under the charge and ov. nership 
of R. Smithem, and in the Siiring of 1849 it was transferred to T. D. Ea^^al, 
who held it until 1851. J. W. Wheeler then took charge of it, but soon after 
sold out to Austin Corbin, who in 1852 was bought out by R. S. Millar, ''He 
sold to T. D. Eaged in 1858, who continued its publication until 1856, when 
it was bought by Messrs. Hildreth, Richardson k West, and was changed to 
the Iowa State Dmoerat, under which name it ia still published. Of the in- 
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flaence and character of the Banner we cannot speak froni ob3erTaUon,--it, 
however, done much undoubt«'dly towards preserving an etticient organwation 
of the party who»e iatereat is advocated. 

THE TEMPERANCE ORGAN. 

* 

ThU Bheet wae estabUahed NoTember 1865, by H. Price and others. It was 
published by A. P. Luse & Co. 
The Organ did good services for its party for abont one year, and was then 

discontinued. 

THE WEEKLY UNION. 

Thi« sheet was published for a few months in the Pall of 1866, with a view 
to aid the election of Millard Fillmore to the Presidency. It was edited by 
the well known Col. Wm. Brown. 

IOWA STATE DEMOCRAT. 

Notice has been taken before of the origin of this paper in 1865. The 
Daily was commenced in October 1836, enlarged ftom seven to eight columns 
in April 1857, to nine in October 1867. The Democrat was started with a 
Hand Pre«s. and a debt of some $1600. It now is printed by Stef\m, and has 
an,plv remunerated its enterprising proprietors. The esUbUshment has one 
^Va.hingtou Hand Press, a Steam Cylinder Press, Hoe»8 Medinm Large Cylinder 
Press Enffiles' Rotary Circnlar and Card Press, and some twelve hands, be- 
rides an ample stock of other material. A Weekly is also pablished. 

The Dmocrat is now conducted by Messrs. Wchardson & West, than 
whom the editorial and publishing Itatemities, posses no more enterpnsing, 
gentlemanly, or reliable members. Ther have achieved a success on thmr 
naoer which at once indicates the'r erprcy and the character of the West. 

Mr.Hildreth died in September of 1857. The following obituary ia taken 

from the State Democrat : _ «, v o * v 

«Mr Hildreth ^'as born in Johnstown, Fulton county, N.T., September 
12th A D l8oy which would make him just 48 years.old to-day. Mr. Hild- 
reth'was a son of Matthias B. HUdreth, Esq., formerly Attorney General of 
the State of New York. His life has been an eventful one, filled wiOi the 
lights and shades of prosperity and adversity. He was left an orphan at the 
of fifteen, and inherited ft large fortune. He was a graduate of Union 
College of that State, after which he engaged in the wholesale dry poods and 
lobbins trade in Albany, N. Y. After a few years he became embarrassed in 
business and foiled, and lost his er.tir^ fortune in the failore. He then re- 
moved to Johnstown, N. Y., and waa there elected a magistrate and Master in 
Chancery* 

40 
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Previous to his engaging in business in Albany, he receiYed the &ppoixitmeut 
bj commissioD, of Major in the Staff of Gov. iioap. 

He was married in Jobnatovn, in 1839, to Mrs. A. S. J* West, who enrTives 
to monrn his loss. 

From Jobostown be removed to Kenosha, Wisconsin, in where he was 
uniTersally beloved and esteemed, and was there elected to many ofRces of 
honor and truut, which he filled to the entire satisfaction of all parties. He 
moved to Peoria, State of Illinois, in iSoS, and became associated in the pub- 
lication of a journal called the Daily Morning News. From Peoria he moved 
to Davenport in October, 1855, and in company with Messrs?. Richardson and 
West, purchased the old Banner newspaper of T. D. Eagal, i'^yq , and with 
them couiiuenced the publication of the Daily Iowa State Democratf of which 
he was the Senior Editor until his lamenied decease. 

Mr. Hildreth was a man ol most generous impulses, and had a Acuity of 
making &nd retaining friends. He was a fast atid reliable friend, a hind bus* 
band, and an Old School Jeffersonian Democrat. He was uocompromisiog in 
his political views, but he never allowed poliUcs to intrude into his social or 
business relations. All who knew him, esteemed him for bis generous heart. 
In his death his family has lost a valnable friend, the pnblic a generous hearted 
eititen, and the Democratic party one of its strong pillars." 

EVEMNG NEWS. 

This sheet, Daily and Weekly, was started by Harrington & Wilkie, September 
1856. It continued in their possession over a year, and was then purchased 
by John Jobnt, Jr., k Co. Tli^ News is Administration Democratic, and 
takes a leading position In Journalism. It is edited by John Johns, Jr., Ed- 
ward L. Kerr, and Chas. C. Harris. All are good writers. — the first two in 
political discussions and essays, and the last as a perpetrator of " good things,*' 
ludicrous, witty, and otherwise. 

The Ncwi has a good Job Office, containing a Guernsey's Power Press, Hand 
Presses, and ample other material appertaining to such a department. 

DER DEMOKRAT, (German.) 

Republican— Daily, Tri- Weekly, and Weekly. Started 1851, by T. Guelich, 
and now published by H. Lischer tt €o. Edited by Xheo. Qlshausen. 

BBAL ESTATE BEGI8TEB. 

Monthly, by Allen & Clark. This sheet takes a first class position among 
papers of its kind. Its Financial articles during the past winter have been 

of the ablest character, and have done much towards sustaining^ the credit 
and advancing the interests of Davenport abroad. Started Mai, 185t. 
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BENEVOLENT ORDERS. 



MASONIC. 

TirscAN Lodge, No. 51, of F. & A. M isons, was orq^aoized aiidec a ebacter 
issued by the M. W. (3 rand Lodge of Iowa, June Gth, 1855. 

J>. H. W-eeler waa W. Master for 18aj aud. '6—11. W. Mitcliell waa W. 
Master for 1856 and '1. 

The Present officers of the Lodge are — 

0. S. MoNeil, W. M. ; Edwin Smith, S. W. ; 8ain*l. Venjt J. W. ; M. H. 
Hall, Sec'y. ; R. B. Myers, Treas. ; H. D. Neely, S. D. ; John Mooath, J. D. ; 0. 
W. Jones, Tyler. 

The Lodge meets every Frid.iy eToning in their Hall, LeClaire Block, corner 
of Second and Brady streets. Regular meetinpfs the Friday on or before the 
full moon in each month. Members eighty-seTen. 

Datsnport Lodqb No. Z1, of Fi r and Accepted Hasons, waa organized 
under a charter issued by the Most Worshipftii Grand Lodge of the State of 

Iowa, June Rth, A. D. 1853. A. L. 5853. 

Austin Corbin was Worshipful Master for 1853-4. Wm. L. Cook was Wor- 
ghipful Master for 1854-55. Juo. A. Boyde was Worshipful Master for l855->66. 
Wm. B. Barnes waa Worshipful Master for 18oti-6'?. 

The present officers of the Lodge are— 

C. Stewart Ells, W. Master; Wm. S. Minier, S. W. ; Chas. E. Fuller, J. W. ; 
A. Walker, Sec';. ; P. Merwin, Treas. ; J. D. Kelly, S. D. ; Jno* Oraalees, J. D. ; 
J. Johnson, Tyler. Lodge meets every Monday evening at their Hall, Merwin's 
Bnilding, Perry street B^olar eommunioations on every Monday evening 
before fall moon. Number of members, seventy-tiz. 
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L O. OF O. F. 

Davenpoet LoiHji, No. 7, instituted April 23, 184T, by D. r> 0. Sine, Jolin 
0. Potfs. Charter members, .las. Thoriogton, Ste. Schofield, Ihos. V. Blake- 

laore, S. xMcCormick, V. M. Firor. 

First officers— N. G., Jas. Thornington ; V. G., S. MeCormiok ; Sec, T. V, 
Blakemore ; T., V. M. Firor. 

July Ist— N, G,, Jaa, Thorington ; V. G., L. J. Centre j R. S., Jas. McManus} 
T., V. M. Firor. 

Jaonary let. 1848— K. G.» L. J. Center ; Y. G., Jas. McManus ^ B. S., John 
Pope ; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

July ist, 1848— N. G., Jas. McManns ; V. G., John Pope ; B. S., M. D. West- 
lake; P. S., Jas. Thorington; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

January 1st, 1849— N. G., John Pope; V. G., Chas. Weston; R. S., H. 
Brewster; P. S., Jas. Thorington ; T., Geo. B. Sarcf^nr. 

July 1st— X. G., Chas, Westoa ; V. G., H. Brewster j B, S., Jno. D. Evans j 
P. S., Jas. Thoringtou ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st, 1850— N. G., A. Sawyer; V. G., M. D. Westlake; E. S,, 0. 
Weston; P. S., Jas. Tboringtouj T., John U. Morton. 

July Isfr— N. G., M. B. Westlake; V. G., A. S. Nugent; E. S,, H. Price; P. 
S.» N. SC. Bambo ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st, 1851— N. G., A. 8. Nugent; V. G ,H. Price; B. 8., A. Sawyer; 
P. S., N. M. Eambo ; 'R Jno. H. Morton. 

July 1st— N. G., H. Priee ; Y. G.,N. M. Bambo; B. S., Wlllard Barrows ; P. 
S.; Job M. Woodward ; T., Jno. FT. Morton. 

January 1st, 1852— N. G., K. M. Bambo; Y. G., Willard Barrows, B.8., 
Thos. S. Arripon : I'. S., A. Sawyer; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

July Ist— N. G., Willard Barrows; V. G., Thos. 8. Arrison } B. S., B. B. 
j Woodward ; P. S., J. M. Woodward; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st, I8u3— N. G., Thos. S. Arrison ; V. G., B. B. Woodward; K. S., 
N. M. Bambo, P. S., J. M. Woodward ; T., Juo. H. Morton. 

July 1st— N. G., B. B. Woodward; Y. G., Hiram Johnson; B. 8., H. J. 
Hughes ; P. 8., Jno. Bechtel ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 
; January lst» 1864— N. G., Hiram Johnson ; Y. G., 1^. J. Hughes ; B. S., J« 
I C. Fuller ; P. S., Jas. Thorington ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

July 1st— N. G., H. J. Hughes; Y. G., J. C. Fuller; B. S., J. B. Dnihont; 
I P. S., B. B., Woodward ; T., Israel Hall. 

j January 1st, 1855— N. 0., J. C. Fnller; V. G., John Homby; B. 8., Jas. 

; Wickershkra ; F. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall ; 

j .July Isi — N. G.J Jno. Homby ; Y. G., Thos. Allum; K. S., J. D. Patton ; P. 

8., t, B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 
\ January 1st, 1856— K. G., Thos. AUnm ; Y. G., J. H. Dumont; B. 8., H. D. 

8nyder; P. 8., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 
I July Ist— N. G., J. H. Dnmont ; Y. G., M. D. Snyder ; B. S., A. H. Barrow ; 
i P. 8., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 
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January 1st, 1857— N. 0 , M. D. Snyder; V. G., A. H. Barrow ; R. S., J. 
W. Danab ; P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 

July l8t— N. G., A. H. Barrow ; V, G., J. W. Danah; R. S., Jno. H. Bell; 
P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I, HalL 

Janaary Ist, 185a->N. G., J. W. Danah ; V. O., Jno. H. Bell; B. S.» J. B. 
Leake ; P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. HalL One hundred and seYentj-fiTe 
memberB. 

Statb Enoamphbnt, No. 8, 1. 0. 0. F*, was institnted A|»ril 22d, 1848» by D. 
D. G. Sire» John G. Potts. Charter members, James Thorington, R. M. Pret- 
tyman, John H. Morton, Thos. V. Blakemore, Lewis Hamilton, M. D. West* 
lake, L. J. Center. 

Officers— P., James Thorington ; II. P., Jno. H. Morion *, S. W., T. Y. 
Blakemore; J. W., L. J. Center; S., R. il. Prettyman ; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

Jannary 1st., 1849~C. P., Ohas. Weston; H. P., Geo. B. Sargent ; S. W., A. 

Nngeni; J. W., R. M. Prettyman ; S., Jas. Thorington; T,, Jno. H. Morton. 

July lst.~0. P., Jno. D. Btftnsj H. fl., h J. Center ; S. W., John Pope; J. 
W., B. il. Pret^man ; S., .Tas. Thorington ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st., I860 — C. P., Thos. V. Blakemore; H. P., Lewis Hflmiltonj 8. 
W., R. l!d. Prettyman; J. W., Cbas. Weston; S., Geo. B. Sargent; T., Jno. H. 

Morton. 

July 1st.— C. P , Aaron 8. Nugent; II. P., M. D. Wrstlake ; S. W., N. M. 
Ram bo j J. W., Abijah Sawyer; S., Jas. Thorington; T., Jao. H. Morton. 

January Ist, 1B61— C. P., Nathan M. Rambo; U. P., C. M. Peck; S. W., A. 
Sawyer ; J. W., L. J. Center; S., M. D. Westlake; T., Jno. H. Mortob. 

August, 1851, the State Encampment renewed its Charter, and on the Ist day 
of October, 1855, recUumed it again. 

Officers Jannary IM, 1866^. P., A. ^. BarroW ; H. P., 0. M. Peck; S. W., 
William Pool; J. W., S. N. Stevens ; S., B. B. Woodward; T., L. 0. Dessaint. 

July Ist^C. P., William Pool ; H. ^, B. B. Woodward ; S. W., M. D. Snyder; 
J. W., S. N. Stevens ; S., S. K. Barkley ; T., L. C. Dessaint, 

Sanuary 1st, ISBV— C, P., H. D Snyder; II. P., Wm. Pool; S. W., Marsh 
Noe; J. W., L. S. Johnson ; S., M. Dalsell; T., L. C. Dessaint. 

July iHi— C. P., B. B. Woodward; H. P., A. H. Barrow ; S. W., J. W.Dar- 
rah; J. W., J. J. Humphrey; S., Jno. li. Bell ; T., Wm. Puui. 

January Ist, 1858— C. P., J. W. Darrah ; H, P., Wm. B. Kerns; S. W., Jno. 
H. Bell ; J. W., Jac Metsger ; S., L. S. Johnson ; T., Wm. Pool. Thirty^three 
members. 

Scott Lodqb, No. 87, L 0. 0. F., institnted January 13, 1852, by James 
Thorningtott, D. D. 0. M. Charter members, Thos. V. Blakemore, Jr., Jno. A. 
Boyd, Wm. Howard, Wm. Sims, Wm. H. White, Geo. G. Amdt, R. Roberts, A. 
Smallfiald, and Thos. V. Blakemore, Sr. 

Officers— N G., Wm Sims; ¥ G., Wm Howard ; R S., Wm H White ; T., Jno 
A Boyd. 
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July l8t, 1852--N G., Wm Howard j V G., H S Fiolej j P 3., H Eeicbenbach, 
T., Jno A Boyd. 

January l8t» 1863— NG., H S Fioley; Y Q., John Weeks; B8.yOeo 0. 
Ariidt ; P 8., T y Blakemore; T., Jno A Boyd. 

July Ist— N O.. Wm P Bailey ; Y G., GeoG Arndt; B S.^ Jno Hornby ; P S., 
T V Blakemore ; T., Jno A Boyd. 

Jannary 1st, 1854— N G, Geo G Arndt ; V G, Ephraim T Johnson ; R S, 
E'lwflrJ L Johngon; P S, T V Blakemore ; T, Jno A Boyd. 

Julj 1st— N G, A Smallfield ; V G, £ T Johnston ; K E L Johnston; P 
8, T V Blakemore ; T, Jno A Boyd. 

Jauuarj 1st, 1855--N G, E T Johnston j V G, E L Johnston j ii 3, Johu A 
Bode ; P 8, Isaac Maas ; John A Boyd. 

Jnly let— N G, £ L Johnston ; Y G, Isaac Haas ; R 8, A Smallfield ; T, Jno 
A Boyd. 

Jannary Isl, 1856— N G, J A Rhode ; Y G, L W Steinberg ; R S, F Mabnke ; 
P S, A Smallfield ; T, F Dittmer. 

July 1 st y r: L W Steinberg ; Y G, F Mahnke ; R S, C J H Byser j P 8, A 
Smallfield; T, F Dittmer. 

January 1st, 185T— N G, F Mahnko; YG, F Dittmer ; R S, H Seifiert; P 8, 
L W Steinberg; T, Clans Wulff. 

July let— N G, F Dittmer; V G, C Wolff; R 3, Jac Metzger; P S, L W 
Steinberg ; T, H Khode. 

January Ist^ 1858— K G, Clans WulfF; Y G, Jac Metsger ; B S» Ghas A 
Wods ; P S, F Dittmer ; T, H Rhode. 

Tww OiTT DsGBna LonaB. No^ I 0. 0. F., institnted IKareh 21st» 1156. 
Charter members, Jas. Thorington, A. H. Barrow, H. Price, Wm. Pool, B. B. 
Woodward, J. D. Fatten, Geo. W. Arndt. 

Of^icer:^ -D M, Wm Pool ; D D H, L W Steinberg ; A D H, Geo G Ardnt ; S, 
B B Woodward T A H Barrow. 

Julj 1st— D M, Wm Pool ; D D M, L W Steinberg ; A D M, Geo W Hall ; S, 
B B Woodward ; T, J W Danah. * 

January 5th, 1857— D M, Wm Pool ; D D M, L W Steinberg; ADM, Wm 
B Kerns ; S, B B Woodward ; T, J W Danah. 

July let— D M, C B Woodward ; D D M, L W Steinberg j A D M, Wm Pool; 
8, John H Bell; T,JW Danah. 

Jannary 1st, 1858— D M, Wm B Eems; D D H, L W Steinberg ; A D M, 
Wm Pool ; S, Jno H Bell ; T, J W Danah. 



SONS OF TBHFEBANCE. 



The order of the Sons of Temperance was establiBbod m Davenport, on 
the 6th day of October, 184'?, by the orgamzation of Scott Division, No. 1. 

The organization t\-i\s elFccted by a dispensation of the National Division 
of North America to T. S. Battelle, the then acting Deputy for the State of 
Iowa. 

At the institution ot t\nz Division, TT. Price wns elected TV. P., and Euo8 
Tichcnor. W. A., iind ojicr.Uiotta were couiuienci'd in tlie loft ofuii old schual 
house, wilhn iiu'inbor.-bip of olcYcn. 

The prejudice e.ii*tiug iu the uiiuds cf raauy gijod men agiiiiiat Secret So- 
cieties, has eiLerted an influence unfayorable to the success of this Society, 
but notwithstanding the oppos^ition from this and various other sources^ Scott 
Division has continued to incrcAfie in numbers and in interest, having during 
the time that has elapsed since her organization, enrolled the names of hund-* 
reds among her members and marshaled them to the contest against the great 
enemy of the hum m raee. 

It is worthy of remark that the first prohibitory Liquor Law of the State of 
Tow:t was drawn up by n rrM'mbcn' of this Division, and the priiUin'!: and creak- 
ing, and writing, ana iol;h\ ing nccessavj to fcccurc its passage through the 
Leg'slnture, Wus done by Jaoinbeis of tliis Djvision. 

Tlic meeting iij;ibfi ol ilii^ Divijiaii from the coinmanccmcnt has] bocu ¥n- 
day, and whether tb^j^/rttr has been attractive or otherwise, tlie //me has been 
strictly observed and no omission sulfcred to mar the record. 

This Division has furnished three G. W. P.'s and two G. Scribes ; but the 
brightest feature connected with her history is the fact that at the present 
time there aro many men included lu her membership who have been literally 
taken from the gutter and restored to their families, to usefulness and respec- 
tability, nnd who but for lliis oiganlzatiou w< nbl be filling dishonored graves, 
or, if living, bo a disgrace and a curse to themselves and the community. 

At tbe i^rcscnt time tho Division occupies a splendid room on Brady between 
Front and Second streets ; is free from flebt, and has money in her Treasury. 
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The eensns of Davenport Tounuh^ for 1856, showed a population of 12,821. 
The aboTO returns show the city to have a population of 16,67*7. Ustimating 

tbe inhabitants of the township, ontgido of the city, to bo abont 1500, and we 
have a total of abont 18,()<K), or auiucrease of fifty per cent iu eighteen months. 

Of the populatiou of the city, (including a majority of nativities unknown,) 
fifty per cent are Americana, about twelve per cent Irish, about twenty per 
cent Germans, and a little less than, two per cent EugUsh — leaving a balaa<;e 
of sixteen per cent to be divided among unknown and other nativities* 

COMVUtATITB ISTIMATB 01* POPULATION. 
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1858 (March,) 



8,600 
4,500 
6.000 

,8,000 
11,500 
16,677 

The increase of Cincinnati for twenty years from its iurmaiioa was from 750 
inhabitants to 9,602; of Pittsburg, at the same time, 1,565 to 7,243 ; LouisTille 
600 to 4,012 ; New Orleans, 9,650 to 27,658. The greatest increase exhibited 
by anj one of these for any five years was 110 per cent, while that of Daren- 
port for the last five years has been nearly 400 per cent. 
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LIST OF OFFICERS 

FilOM THE DATE OP THE URST CHABTBIl TO THB PIIBSENT TIMB. 

1889.— Mayor, iiodoipiiurf Bennett : Kecorder, i>>aaier Wilson; Treasnrer, 
James M. Bowling; Marabal, George Cult. 

1840. — Mayor, John H. Tborlngtoii j Recorder, Frazier WUsoa; Treasurer, 
James M, Bowling; Blarsbal, William B. Watts, 

1841. — Mayor, Jonathan W. Parker; llecorder, John Pope; Treasurer, 
James M. Bowling; Marshal, William B. Watts. 

IS 12.— Mayor, Harvey Leonard ; Recorder, J. W. Parker; Treasurer, James 
M. tiowling: Marshal, Gilbert B. McKown. 

1818— (New Charter gran ted.) -Mayor, James Thorington; Clerk, Jona- 
than W. Parker; Treaburci, John J^vms ; Marslial, Jared N. 8now. 

1814.— Mayor, James Thariugtoii; Clerk, Levi Davis; Treasurer, John 
Evans; Marshal, Jared N. ttnow. 

1846.— Mayor, James Thoringtou; Clerk, John Pope; Treasurer, Joha 
Evans ; Marshal, Samuel Lyter. 

1846.— Mayor, James Thorington; Clerk, John Pope; Treaaarer, John 
Evans ; Marsha], Samuel Lyier. 

184*7.— -Mayor, James M. Bowling; Clerk, James Thorington; Treasurer, 
; Marshal, John Evans. 

1818 — Mayor, James M. Bowling; Clerk, James Thorington ; Treasurer, 
John Evans; Marshnl, Samuel Paiker. 

1819.— Mayor, jonathrui Parker; Clerk, James Thoiington; Treasurer, 
John Kvan.-i) ; jMarshal, Lockwood J. Center. 

1850. — (Charter Amended.)— Mayor, James Hall; Clerk, James Thorington; 
Treasurer, John Evans ; Marshal, L. J. Center. 

1851. — (New Charter.}— Mayor, Charles Weston ; Clerk, A. F. Mast ; Marshal, 
Patriok Courtney ; Treasurer, L. B. Gollamer. 

Aldermen^riTBt Ward, Adam Weigand, Harvey Leonard; Second Ward, 
Egbt. S. Barrows, Nathanthiel Squires; Second Ward, Ebenezer Cook, Hiram 
Price. 

1852. — Mayor, John Jordan ; Clerk, A. F. Mast ; Marshal, Samuel Parker; 

Treasurer, William Van Toyl. 

Aldermen— First Ward, Harvey Leonard, .\>lnm Weigand; Second Ward 
Nathaniel Squires, John P. (\>ok ; Third Ward, Hiram Price, John Bechtcl. 

1853 — Mayor, John A. Boyd ; Clerk, liichard K. AJleu; Marshal, Samuel 
Parker; Treasurer, Jessamine Drake. 

Aldermm—Fint Ward, Adam Weigand, John Weeka ; Second W ard, John 
P. Cook, Joseph Eingerlee; Third Ward, Hiram Price, William Gray. 

1864.— Mayor, James Qrant; 01erk,B.B. Woodward; MarshaijL. J. Center; 
Treasurer, L. B. CoUamer. 

Aldermai^Tin% Ward, H. Wilhelme, G. G. Arndt; Second Ward, Chaa. J. 
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H. Eyser, E. A. Gerdtaen; Third Ward, B. Atkinson, D. P. McKown; Fourth 
Ward— Heurj H. Smith, Ebenezer Cook; Fifth Ward, William Burris, A. A. 
MoLoskey. 

I8ns.— Mayor, Enos Tichenor; Clerk, B. B. Woodifaad,* Marshal San.ud 
Parker : Trensnrer, William Yan Tuyl. 

Aldermen— Fir:^\ G. G. Arndt, Gilbert C. R. Mitcho]! ; Second lYard. 

E. A. Gerdtzen, Charle3 J. H. Kyser; Third Ward, D P. McKown, Austiu 
Corbiu; Fourth Ward, Eborie/>er Cook, Hiram Pi-ice; Fifth Ward, Aniliony A. 
McLoskej, Alfred H. Owens j Sixth Ward, Joseph Lauibrite, Samuel Sadoris. 

1856.— Mayor, G. 0. R. MitcheU; Clerk, Wm. Hall; Treasurer, Samuel 
8ylTester,> Marshal, John H. Taylor. 

-iWcrwm— First Ward, James O'Brien, John Sohuett; Second Ward, C. J. 
H. Eyser, Ang. Smallfield ; Third Ward— Austin Corbin, James M. Bowling ; 
Fourth Ward, Hiram Price, John Forrest; Fifth Ward, W. S. Klnsey, S. R. 
Barkley; Sixth Ward, Sam. Sadoris, Joseph Lambrito. 

185^.— Mayor, Geo R. Sargent; Marshal, H. W. Mitchell; Clerk, £. Peck; 
Treasurer, Samuel .Sylvester. 

Aldermen. — First Ward, .1. W. Cannon, A. Jennings : Second Ward, 11. Ram- 
miiig, Theo. Guelich ; Third Ward, J. M. Bo . liner, Austin Corbin: Fourth 
Ward, John Forrest, J. C. Wasbbuine ; Fifth Ward, James 0'l>rii ti, Geo. E. 
Hubbell, vice A. LeClaire, resigned; Sixth Ward, Wni. Guy, J. H. Sears. 

1868. — Mayor, Ebenezer Cook ; Marshal, John Beohtel ; Treasnrer, Lorenzo 
Scbricker; CHerk, Hallet Eilbonrn. 

^J*n«««— First Ward, John M. Cannon, I. P. Coates ; Second Ward, Theo. 
Gael eh, IT( nry Ramming: Third Ward, Austin Corbin, James Mackintosh; 
Fourth Ward, Thomas H. Morley, John C. Vrashburne; Fifth Ward, Geo.E. 
Hubbell. James O'Brien; Sixth Ward, Bobt. CbrisUe, J. H. Sears. 
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A r P E N D I X 



Friend Wn.KiE>-AB 1 am informed you. intend in your for tli coming History of *IhiTenport 
Fast and Present** to give some Incidents referring to the Block BMrk War, I will giw you, from 
recoUectloiit a statement of some &ct« that yon loay arrange for yonr book, and put in a shape 
that will interest your rn ul rs. 

As Ibefore stated, Iciuii<-iJ Qen. Gaines, aeTeral offlcora.and ag many L'. S. Troops from .Ii iT r- 
son JJarr;u:k.s to Rock Island, in 1831, a- 1 r-r.iiiU ai:-<;':'miiiLvIato uq iUl' stoamboat Enterpi is;\ I 
wuK in the Cuuiicil Chamber vhf^n ftVa k lla>s li luuI his LJJiiefti hlhI llni\ i'?' worp appnrfiiily xevy 
near destroying the lives of the L . .S. (Jffic rr?, ati.l every other white man in llic Ciinnril Ch.nuticr. 
I know the fact, that Gen, itaiueti, tho officers of th*3 U.S. Army, the Indtao At,ccut, i,who was 
the next year kilted by the Black Hawk Band,) Mr. Antoine LeClairc, Indian lutc^rpreter. Mr. 
Qeorge Davenport, Mr. Kussel Famham, and some others, all done their duty most hnmaneiy to 
conciliate and reconcile that desperate band of marauders, that separated uemselvea team tlie 
then flriendly nation <tf Indians, <»lled « Sac and Foz,^ whose principal Chielb were men of talent, 
discretion and pmdence, and vrbo commanded the respect of omcers and traders who had buraness 
and intrTcoursi' wirli f ln-in. 

Iknow th;it Gtn. Gaitiv-j w!Ls extr> nivly huniana and Conciliatory, in 1831, ' t'^wafd lilack 
Hawk and bis band, imd J know, t.)<», that all the ^aaitiiam-n ! j-anu-d uWtc, coutribultd tUeir 
advice and iuilueuce to prut uro a lecoucillation. 'ihin disattVcted Band had with litem a con- 
siderable numlmr of S«iuawa and Pappooses (women and children,) which I know, from conversa- 
tion at that time with Gen. Gained, Ufflocers, Traders, Agent and Interpreter, was a prominent 
reason, concurred In by all, to induce extraordinary eHbrts for conciliation towards tiiis Band of 
inhuman and ill-governed out-laws. 

It is a matter of history, that this Band made a Treaty, received valuable presents from the 
JJ. S. Goyernment, made promise of permanent peace, and returned to their own country in 1S31. 

In the Spring of 1882, they worpinized with renewed atrength from the means tht'y obtained 
by the Treaty etipidations frnrn the U!ii;« d Stat- nnd commenced their work of li a;Ii 
and destruction on defenceless iniiubitauts, at. many ai.ta, both along the River, and in tlio 
intt riiir of the J^tate cf Illinois. 

1 was at Galena with my stcamlwat Dove in 18^2, when two snrvivnrs, ont of nine, came into 
CMlena, and bron^t intelligeucc of the murder of their seven companionei, one of whom was the 
'0. 8. Indian Ag^t of the Sacs and Foxes, Mr. Fi^lix St. Yrain, who was a humane Mid most 
worthy gentleman, as well as popular Agent with the Chicfi? and Indians generally. I knew him 
well, and in common witii all who were acquainted with his character, respectedhim highly. 

It happened that Gen. Qeorj^e W. Jones, onr praient V. 8. Senator, who was then in Lead 
Smelting and Merchantile business some milcfl from the town, camo*in that mDniiiiix. cm<\ in a 
few niinufce8|afler, he heard of thft probable mnrder of Felix St. Vrain, hia brother -i ti -law . i i lia 
two that c^inv' ill •i<i'u\ tliat -Ml'. St. Vi'aiii, \vlnai they la-^t f>aw him, \s as a qii^irtef of ;i iinl>' frutu 
them, and they heard ^^eA eral rilli^ 3hoL^.) \Vliei) he inoiinted his horHe to t-(art. I was with him, 
and begged of hici te' wait aa huiif. imtil souie iVieiiiJs could Ije ratKed with him; and I 

know, too^ that several of liis friends tried to prevail upon him to^delay unril be c(<i:M have 
aevaral go with him. 

The exidtemeat that morning was intense. The trifling participation I had in the matter gave 
me knowledge of a fact that is highly creditable to Gen. Jones, and 1 wHI state it with the hope 
tliat you will make It a matter of history. 

Befug then intimate with Mr. Jones, I took some interest in detaining him; I think I h<»1d th« 

rein of the liridle. and told him it nroidd l>e la.^h imynanlenoe f.-r bini ta go before be [a o - (U ed at 
lea.st a fow eomj. anions. He told me he felt it bbsduty to • iiniaeiliat-^ly. He said to me — "My 
friend, it'T can t to my pui a- brotber-in-law even a few ininni e-i before any one else, to staunch 
his. wounda, and cave his life, 1 will L>a doins niy duty ; thereforu 1 will not wait '* 

Oft 111- went. I Btarted that day for St. Lotus ; stopped at Rfjck Island, nud called to see my 
friend, Mqjijr George Davenport ; iound him and liiti family (an all the iniial^itants along the river 
vrere,) in a state of excitement and dread, HSs tables and tsideboard were covered vrith powder- 
horns, cartridges, pistols, ftc; guns in corners, and a swivel at the door. 

When he was informed of the probable murder of Mr. St. Yrain, ho seemed deeply grieved, 
evineitig goneroua and laudable solicitude for the wife and children of Mr. St. Trains who wera 
xesidia^ in the Government Council House on the Island. 

42 
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M^or Bayenport and myself went to see Mtb. St. Train. We adTiscd her, as there wag great 
danger to her and her family there, to go down on my boat, aa they would be safe at St. Gen- 
evieve, where her parents ami ci niDeotloas lived. 

Sho seemed to know by kituirion that her htiRbaod was killed. "VVe did not give her awn an 
intimation ol' iln di ilclui umvs v,i had h- anl, but slu- s. omcil convinced that lio was l\illeil. Tho 
daep lyiliction vi' th mother and her cMldrea thatmght wasreaUy diatresaiiag. The faJQily went 
to St. iioais with ine. Wben I retnmed to Galena, I learned that a party oi oeveral started in a 
fuw mioutea after Mr. Jones, but did not overtake him nntU thej were some six miles teom 
Gttleoa. They fbnnd the dead body of Felix St. Train, I think, some fourteen miles firom Qaleoai. 
Xbe heart was cut out, and head and hands ont off; the corpse wasldentified bj the despatches* 
and papers that were left undisturbed in his pockets. I thought then, and think still that then 
ari> but few nhn. under the ciroianstances, possessing the courage and magnanimity to act as 
Gou. GfuiLif W. .louca acted on that occasion. 

The (iiiy I arriv ed at Galena, the news camo that daily and nightly murder-j and deiiredations 
Wt'iv coiiiuiitted by the R1.u k Hawk Band at variiHis p.)int.'<, \vhich creati d livmeudi us .>x<.iti:»- 
ment. Col. Strode had .siviTii! (■■•iiijianiesmusterr'il. and pi-'n laiuifd ni irtial law — whith ri'ipiired 

every able-bodi^ man to go into service. There was a good supply of patriotic and bru \ m well 
as efficient men there then ; hundreds of miners left their diggings, and came into Ouleusi. Thera 
were a number, however, who preferred remaining in the town to soldiering. Several that were 
extremeljf active and fine healthy looking men, at dancing partios. reported themselves as invap 
lids, and exposed internal and externsl diseases ; some made liberal offers to the Medical flsicalty 
on condition that they should be rejected as tor service. 

Col. f^trode piTss. d my steaniTi. K t. cr.-w ainl self, and we got ready in a fow hours. 

A short tittif: iM toi i- wh sraiTcil, luv Second Kngfinecr left theboiit; I went to&wj liiin. Ho told 
niu h - vad atraid be mi:u:ht l><' kiU-d, and did not want to run thnrisk. I gave him half an hour to 
make up liis mind to gu on lx>aid, and attend to h'm duty ;is an officer of the steamboat Dove, or 
1 Would have him put in the ranks of the Army as a Private, with the brand of a coward on him. 
Me immediately went on bonrd, and he and the other iinglneer v^y m>perly requested plank to 
be put up to Hhieid them aft of tho boilers. We shielded the Pilots flrom view also by putting 
plank on each side of the mot Wheel House. 

On our way down, between Qalena and Rock Island, we found Mr. Davidson's house had been 
attiicked the ni^t before. Several rifle shots had been flred into the room that the family occu- 
pied. A small block house that they had built the year before, as Ur. Davicteon said, "to please the 
women," saved ih<^ liv^s of fl:at raiully. 3Ir. Davi(^on's ws« the only bouse there th^i; now the 

flourishing town r t Savanna i.'^ on tliat I catinn. 

We saw at anidh'-r pi;int, !i(;ar where Conldva is now Bituatcd, a firi- still burning, where tho 
Indians bad ciimped, and tho trail where they had traveled, but found no Indians. We returned 
to Oalena, and went up firom there to Prairie do Chlcn, (Fort Crawford.) We heard of Indians 
being on or near an Island a short distaucn above Dubuque, a few hours before we arrived there. 
Whilst we were iu service we had on board h Company of about eighty. It was called the " Spy 
Oompany," officers and privates all acted alike, and I tlUnk werejontlemen. I have been Inti^ 
mate with, and met many of them ik'om time to time since. They were a choice Oompany of 
I'iuni^ers, and acquitted thcmsplvci well during the war, and many of them have been since, and 
arc now distinguished gentlemen in this countr}'. I have read Bovei-al misrepresentations ro» 
gardiiig the conduct of the U. S. (-nvirniar-iit towirl,^ tfte itlark llawkBand, as well as nntmthi> 
I'ul apologies published to excn-=e that ir'.avri\;diii.z nun derer'a party. 

Several of the promin -nt o^iLl^^ s in tfi iL \v;ii huvi . iiioiently and honorably filled high places 
as distinguished Democrats in the Couuciltj of the nation. Instance Governots^fieynolds and 
lk)dge, Gen. G. W. Jones, and others. 

1 had intimate acquaJntance with many oSicera, agents^ interpreters, Traders, and Indian 
Chieib, from ISQH up to this time, and when opportunity offered I tried to learn the truth. 

Now, when I look back, I cannot call to mimi a single instance where there was an act of In- 
humanHy or oppression encouraged by the Administration of the Unitr>d Stateft, orttie lUinols 
Stati> Government. Nor do I know of a •■'vA--'>d ra--,- of an nflicial or trador •xivhi^ cmi*r> to this 
EanJ t") rnninience the war. 1 do know thai thumiMtid.-i id thv inn jcnt ainl uiiuth-udint.' irdial)- 
itaut> of J llinois ami Wisconsin were driven froni (lirir ln>mc^, Ij.id thuii iitopi rty dr^stroyed, 
famiiieti seriously uicouvcinienccd, and sovcral Inliuman butcheries of men who Lad no part in 
the war. were committed by those Indians before the Unitc-d States army made an attack on 
them. I know t!iat tho privations, dLstrcss, dr(>:id, and intense anxiety of the white inhabitants, 
caused by the ncti' .ns md demonstration of tlu-> lyxnd of out-laws, were general and Wide-Spreaid 
over the State of Illinois and Territory of Wisconsin, Ihmi the Spring of 1881, to the end of the 
war, which was terminated by the memorable battle of *'Bad Axe"— ^wfaere, by general (and I 
have reason to believe true,) report, Ctov- Henry Dodge, Ex-Unlted States Senator of WlBconsiu, 
gained high honorit by his brave and noble conduct In the command of that division of the army. 
1 have frequently In aril hU. ofd; crt siiiidc of hift admirable military nkiH, 7^' Lad. in the war of 
1S12, acquired an . nviablf rHpuuitiuu as Captiiin of a Company of V- innte rrf fi\)ni Sr. (ionevive, 
liisBoori. 

I could add many incidents of those times that might interest some of your readers, bat have 



'^Mr. St. Vrain was sent from Gem Atkinson's Army, on Rock Biver, with Despatches to 
Galena, with eight escorts. 
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not spare time to prppRre th^m; -what T hare written is hastily scratched on the paper from 

mcinory, but, Devertli' T li'no Mini i1 tn si u.' fiK'ts. 

[By ri'<|iie-it of the \vi iii r ut* t he uIidv. w l o i^, a jiersoual frfend of Ez«6ov. Revnolifc, anCaiso 
by ivHu*' .1 of Ex-Guv. ); ir ti .i>;- !iij;is, ! t. w ■ appcud the follaving accuant of the Black tikwk 
TrVor. fn .ui " Aniials of the West," by Messrs. Porklns and PecU :] 

As til is portion of Illinois history Una been mucii misunderstooJ, and couspqnently misrepre- 
sent d iu several pttblicatioii8> yi& shall give the facts of the caae, hat In a very condensed fonn ; 

ibt. The Sanks and Foxes had no original rieht, in the Indian sense even, to any portion of 
IlliiioitL They were intruders on the country of the Santeaurs and lowaya. 

2nd. The head chiefti sold their claim to their lands in Illlnoifl and flovthern WiscoBstS) to 
the rnit^d.StateSf iu^SOL* 

8rd. Tbils treaty vrm violated by all that portion of the united trOm, which committed ha»til- 
Itiea again t th ' United States, and joined the British during the war. The portions of tin tribes 
that remain <1 jifiirf able, re-confivme<l the treaty of 1804, at Portage des Sioux, September laih- 
1S16. The h osti!:; j <rr .jf the nation, in IS! -:. ; toiV-,>^od repentance for their misdeeds, obtaiaea 
forgiveness, and the treaty of IH^ was i^uin renewed and re-enacted, 

4th. Black Hawk never was a chief ; never recognized as such by Indian authority, or by tho 
United Statea. He was a brow, in Indian parlance, gathered around him a small party of disaf- 
fected spirit^ reAised to attend the negotiations of 1816; went to Canada, proclaimed himself and 
his party British sntaeote, and received presents from that quarter. 

5th. Another treaty was made in full council, with the chie^ warriors, and head men ef 
the Sac and Fox tribes," at Fort Armstrong, [Rock Island,] Sept.-Tubrr "rrl. Ti"-2. hy tliH nt . f 
tliu Uuited States, in which the treaty of 1804, is referred to auil liitilieu. Awl Htii; uiMfl i-r 
tii'iily was made by ten regularly il l' caTi i ■ihiefs and hc-f i nu n, and (io\ ( rm n- Cl:tr!' ••u llio 
part of tb-' f'uited S'att«, in WasliiuLLjii City, the 4th of August, 1824. In tins treaty (liey sell, 
ibr a valu ibl -c niid irallou, all thuir title to the northern portion of the State of Hlsecuri, from 
the Miaeisisiitpi to the we^stem boundary of ttiat Stat«>. At thig treaty the United States granted 
the strip of country between the Ali»sissippi and Des Uoines river, to certain half-bretNla of that 
nation. And on aU the lands they had claimed aautfl ancl east of this llne» they are not to be per- 
mitted to settle or hunt, after the first day of January, 1826. 

6th. In the treaty of 1804, the SaukB and Foxes were pemltted lo roeide and hunt on the 
land sold, while it remained the property of the United Btat^. 

Writers, and esi)ecially Brown, hav - ictiun-vl the st.n y ofRlack Hawk, and by tTiH rue los mis- 
represento^l this whole business. IJi r^vm ii i.- mv.tn irnlian h[ i r,ches, in place of [ini in uiic i<ul>lic 
document.- and treat ifs. I>rak'-, in his /i;/,/' f >//!„' fMdi.nns," in many r.^pivN a \aliiable anti- 
quarian work, haa made great mistakcs.f Tlii^ wi.>rk abuunils \s lih orrors, concerning tho causes 
and the management of the Black Hawk affair. 

7tb. Another treaty was held at I'rairie du Chien, in 1825, with tha Sauks, Foxes, Winneba- 
goes, Ohippeways, Sioux, and other North-western Indians. The object was to settle the long 
existing hoetllities among these tribes, in which the United Statee Government exercised the 
office of mediator. In 1827, a party of twenty-four Chippeways, on a visit to Fort SuelUng, was 
attacked by a band of Sioux, and eight of their number killed and wounded. The oommaoder at 
Fort Snelluig caused fbur of the ^ionx, who had committed tiiis murder, to be delivered to the 
("hippeways, by whom they w. re ?hot. R d Bird, a Sioux Chief, dtt< : miar I to retaliate, and uot 
defi^ated. Being derided by own harain, hn resolved to attack ih<: w liit" [uop!©, whom ho re- 
j^aivji ij asalEiesof the Chippeviay^ ; atiii ua llie _'7(li ■ ! .fuiy. iwo uit^ii i?, rhi' \'icinity of Prairie 
du Chicn, wore killtsd, anU a tiiird wnuml 'l. At Uie sumo ptn iod hostile demuustrMtiwiie were 
made by some Winnebagoee, and Black Hawk's party of the San Its, in the vicinity of the lead 
mines, which caused much alarm. About tlia '^th of July^ two k<M^l-b'tnts, conveying military 
stores to Fort Snelliag, were attacked by hostile Sioux, Wumebagoes and Sauks, two of their 
crew were killed, and four wounded. The par^ was commanded by Bed Bird, but Black Hawk 
was of the party. General Atkinson marched a detachment of troops into the Winnebago country, 
captured R-'d Bird and six other Indians, and committed them to prison in Prairie du Chien, for 
trial. Bed Bird died in prison. A part of the others were convicted and executed in December, 
1828. 

About this year, tho President issnnd n proclamation, nccordina? to law, and the country about 
IIk mouth of Rock Klver, wliich bal lui u pn vi .u^ly -ui v vi d. was -<4d, and the year following, 
was taken pi^sseesion of by American iamilies. Some time previous to thin, after the <leath of okl 
Quashquame, Keokuk was appointed chief of the Sank nation. The Unite d Stute^ ga%'e **.',:n 
notice to the Indians to leave the country, east of the MiMissippi, and Keokuk mad« the ssii io 
proclamation to the SaukSj and a portion of the nation^ with their regular chiefs, with lieokuk at 
their head, peaceably retired across the Mi88iBsipi|i. Up to this period. Black Hawk continued 
his annual visits to MiUden, and received his annuity for allegiance to the Britudk government. 
He Wi .nld III it r.'cogniiie Keokuk as chief, but ?j.atliored about him all tlio restless spii-itp of his 
tribe, many vf whom were young, and llred wiili tho ambition of l)ecou.iug "braves." and tiui, up 
liini«;lf f r 1 rliif f. 

Black li,t .vk \va.i not a Pautiac, or a Teeumthe. Ifi^ ha 1 neither the talent or the influence to 
form any comprehensive scheme of action, yet he mad a an abortive attempt to uuMe all tho 
Indians of the West, firom Bock Kiver to Mexico^ in a war against the United States. 



* Indian Treaties. 

fBook V. chapter viiL pp. Id to 16^ 
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Id the memoir he dictated, and LeCMre wrote, he states, "ramierB were sent to the Arkansas, 
Ked River aud Toxus— u : t on (li. sul i < t .f our laudf, but on a seciet m^-i' n, which I am not, 
at preseot, permitted to expiain. " liio iiiissioii was u« secrtst whou the niemuir wait written. 1( 
was to lu ousc 11}) the Indians to attaclE the white settlements, through the long line of ^ntier, 

at tht' wauio time. 

iStill auuther tix'aty, and the seventh in buccesHion, wag made with the Sanks and FOzes^on 
the l&Ui i>i' July, 18<ii>, in which they again tioniirmed the preceding treaties^ and promised to re« 
move from Illinois to the territory West of the Mississippi . f his was no new cession, hat a rv«og> 
nition of the Ibrmer treaties by the proper authorities of the nation, and a renewed pledge of 
fideUty to the United States. 

During all this time Black Uawk was gaining accessions to his pjirty. Like Tccmnthe, be, 
too, luLd his l^phet — ^whose inflnence over the superstitions Baragps was not witliout etlect. 

lu 1830, an aniingeiin ni .vu- n.ade hy the Americana, M-ho had purchased the land above tho 
mouth of Kncic Itiver, and tlie Indians that remained, to live aa neijrhbors : the latter cultivating 
thtir .,1 1 li TheUT enClosnres consist' d of ,-t.V'-j -tuck in lb- -:ouiid. ;i.nd imall polea tied 

witii hii ipti ot barij transversely. The Indians left tur tli«iir Suuiuier's hunt, and returned when 
their curn was in the milk— gathered it, and turned their horses into tho fields, caltivated by the 
Americans', to gather their crop. Some depredations Avere committed on their hogs and other 
pruperty. The Indians depat ted ou their winter's hunt, but letumed early in ^e spring of 1831, 
under the guidance of liiack Hawk, and committed dtniredatlons on the firontler settlements. 
Their leader was a cunning, ishrewd Indian, aud trained his party to commit various depreda* 
tionsontiie property of tJie frontier inhabitants, but n> t u, attack, or kil! \,u\ person. His 
policy was to jjruvoke tlu? Americaas to make war on hii na l ihus seem to lij. ht m defense of 
Indian rights, and I' l- •• ; s nf tlioir liulivi s."" Nlmu'i u-; aftidavits, front persons of un- 
qtlPStionaljie Integrity, aworu to b.iiure the proptr ol>i€<.*rfi, Wirrc made out and sent to Governor 
Koyuolds, atte.-^tiug to these and many other facta. We have examined these documents, knew, 
personally, »aiue wlio sultsciihed to tliem, and others from goixl testimony. Black Hawk had 
alx)ui five hundrrd Indians in training, with horses, well provided with arms, and invaded the 
State of Illinois with hostile designs. These fiusts were known to the Govemor and other officers 
of the State. Conseijaently, Governor Reynolds, on the 2Sth of May, 1831, made a call for volun* 
teers, and communicated the &ct6 to General Qainee of this military district, and made a call for 
regtTlar troops. The State was invaded by a hostile band of savaijes, under an avowed enemy of 
Hp- rijit':d States. The TTiilitr.Ty ttirned out to the niinil ' c > f twelve buudn 1 •<r u.i:>re, on hors^ 
b;u;li., and under command of ilic lato Oencrrd Jo>soph I'uuvuu, marched to Ko -k- llivi-r. 

The rvfiulur tin .jn went up tin- M i-^-i-- Lpiii in .'i.ii". Hiack Hawk and liis uioii, ahrmed at 
this formidable apjiearanoe, rerroased the Mis^iie^ippi, sent a white flag, and made a treaty, in 
wliich tlie United stutes ai^reed to flinilsh them a large amount of corn and other necessaries, if 
they would obsei've the treaty. 

In tho spring of 1832, Black Hawk, with his por^, again crossed the Mississippi to the vaJIey 
of Hock JUver, notwithstanding he v/as warned against doing so by Oeneral AtKUtson, who com- 
manded at fort Armstiong, iu Rock Island. Iroops, both regular and militia, were at ooce 
muatered, and marched in the pursuit of the native oand. Among the troops w.-is a party of 
volunteers under Jfojor Stillman, who, on the 14th of May, was out upon a tour of observation, 
and close in the neigbb i li rnl uf tin -avagen. On that evening, having discovered a p^riy of 
Indians, the whites gaiiopc l f rv, h id to att.nck the Huvacre band, but were met with so niuch 
energy and determination, that tliey t n k to their Iw l-i in lUrer consternaticu. Iln- wliiteg 
were .one hundred and ^veuty-flvc in number ; the IniUaus from hvetosix hundred. Of this 
party, twenty-five followed the retreating battalion, after night, tbr several miles. Eleven whites 
were killed and shockingly mangled, and several wounded. Kome four or five Indians were 
known to l>e killed. This action was at Stiltmon's Bun, in the eastern part of coonty, about 
twenty-five miles above Dixon. 

Peace was now hopeless, and although Keokuk, the legitimate chief of the nation, controlled a 
lua jority, thi- temptation of war and plunder was too strong for thote who followed Black Hawk. 
We now quote from the first edition of the Annals, with some emendations : — 
On the of May, a party of wan iMi -. ab<iut seventy in Diiuilii-r. itr.u kt d tlio Ttidiau Creek 
settlement, in LaSal'le county, Illinois!, kiilcd tiftoeu persons, and look two youug women prison- 
eix; tho«) were afterwards returned to ilieir friends, late in July, throngii tho efforts of tlie M'in- 
iiebagues. On ttie following day, a party oi'i^piea was attaclced, and four of them alain, aud other 
I mafsacres followed. Mcanwiiiie three thousiuid Illinois militia Ijiad be^ ordered out, who 
I rendezvoused upon the 20th of June, near Vwn; these marched forward to Rock River, where 
they were Joined by the United States troops, the whole being under command of GenersJ Atkin* 
eon. K^iz hundred mounted men were also ordered out, while General Scott, -with nine compa- 
nies of artillery, hastened from the s<»«-board, by the way of the lakes to Chicago, moving with 
such celerity, that some of his tro ']>,-, we are told, actually went eighteen hundred miles in 
eigliteen days; paagins: in that tini' irum Fort Monri^e, on the ChesaptJftkfl, to Chicjt/jro. Lonj? 
before the artilleriuis cm/id tin; si' -ne of action, however, the western trc ipn huii com- 

menced the conlUct in earnest, and bejoru they did reach the Mid, bad clostxl it. On the 24th of 
June, Black Hawk and his two hundred warriors wf re repulsed by Mf^jor Demint, with but one 
hundred and fifty militia ; this skirmish took place between Rock River and Galena. The army 
then continued to move up Rock River, near the head of which it was understood that the main 
party of the hostile Indians waa collected; and as provisions were scarce, and hard to convey In 
such a country, a detachment was sent forward to fort Winnebago, at, the portage between the 
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■Wisconsin and "Fox rivers, to procnre snpplios. This detachment, hcaTinj? of Blark TTawk'sarmy, 
pursui^ii and overUiok them on tbo :^lst of July, near the Wiaconaiu rivi-r, iind iu tlio neighbor- 
hood T r:';, innc Mounds. (Jfin^Tu! jronry, who commaudtHi the i>arty, formed with bis troops 
thren siijesui'n hollow srj^unrL', and iii that order recfuvud the iitlaekofthe luUians; two attempts 
to break the ranks wore niarlo by the natives in vain ; and then a general charge was made by 
the whole body of Americans, and ^ith such success that, it is said, flf^two of the red men 
were left dead upon the Held, whUo hut ons American was killed, and cdgbt wounded. 

fi«{bre thia aetlcm, Henry niid tent word of his motions to the main army, hr whom he was 
immediatebr njofneo, and on the 28th of Jnly* the whole crossed the Wlsoonsm in pursuit of 
Black Kawk, wtio was retiriu;? toward the MtsBisatpid. XTpon the hank of that rlT«^ nearly op- 
positB the Upper loway, the Indians were OTertaken, and t^rafn defeated, on the ^d of Angnst, 

iih a loss of one hundred and fifty men, while of the whites but cij^hteen IfeU. Thia battle en- 
tir«lj' broke the power of Black Hawk: his fled, but was seized by the Winnebagot-H, and_u])Oii thft 
S7tb, was dolivcred to the offlccrs of the Unite<i States, at: Prairie du Cliien. 

General Scott, during the months of July and Augu^jt, wm conttmding with a worse than 
Tudian foe. The Astatic eholera had just reached Canada; passing up the St. Lawrence toDe* 
troit, it overtook the western-bound armament, and thene^rth noe eamp became a hospital. 
On the Sthof July, his thinned ranks landed at fort Dearborn, or Ohicaffo, but it was late In 
Aneost hefore they reached the HisslssippL, The number of that band who died from th« 
cholera, must have been at least seven times as great as that of all who fell in battle. There 
weres vr rti other Hkirmishes of the troops -with the Indians, and a nninber of individnalg 
mnrdt re.i , uiukiug in all, <ab.mt seventy-Iivo iKirsons killed iu these actions, or inunlnred on thy 
frontiers. 

In September, the Indian troubles wtre i;loaed by a treaty, which rnlinquished to the white 
men thirty millions of acres of laud, fiir which stipulated anuuities ^vere to be pnid; constituting 
now the eastern portion of the State of Iowa, to which the only real claim of the Sauks and foxes 
was their depredations on the imoffending loways, about one hundred and thirty ye«m since. 
Tb Keokuk and his party, » rsservatioo of fbrty miles square was given. In considmation of his 
fidelity ; white Black Hawk and his fiimily wore sent as hostages to Tort Monroe in the Ohesa* 
peaks, where they remained till June, 1883. The chief afterwards retnmod to his native wilds, 
where he died. 

T^laok Ilawk cannot rank with Pootiac or Teoamths; he fou^t OAly fOir rOVOngS^and flhowod 

no iuttfiiectual power; but he was a fearleM mm. 
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Page 268 states Hiat there is no leliable somee of coal in this oonnty. This 
is a niistake--OoaI is abnndant> as ezperienoe and Owens Report both show. 

Page 91} omit last word of 18th line. 

Page 46y read « Topin*' for last word of 4th line from bottom. 

Page 104. la 12tb line omit ** orer Piatt Smith,*' and read the same words 
after »< forty-eight" in 18th line. 

Page 216) read » fUlen" for ^ be^aUen" in l«th Mne firom bottom. 



